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2 August 2001

INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

The Department of the Army announces the availability of the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) relating to future development and operations at Fort George G. Meade, Maryland.

The Proposed Action is the preferred alternative of the FEIS, and includes future development and operations of Fort Meade’s Real Property Master Plan expected to occur on the installation between 2001 and 2005.  The Proposed Action identifies 11 projects as being representative of the expected build out during this time.  These consist of construction of new facilities that would consolidate tenants from dilapidated World War II structures and off-post leased facilities into more cost efficient and effective facilities; and demolition and construction of barracks and associated dining, headquarters, and operations facilities.  The No Action Alternative is defined as the normal daily operations at Fort Meade and adjacent areas as of 1999.  Alternative A consists of constructing 9 of the 11 projects purposed by the Proposed Action, and excludes the 2 out-year projects least likely to occur.  

The FEIS concluded that the cumulative impacts of all past, present and reasonably foreseeable future actions would have a significant impact on traffic and air quality in the study area.  Fort Meade is currently undertaking four initiatives that will help mitigate the adverse air quality impacts in the region:  (1) conversion of existing oil-fired heating systems to natural gas, (2) use of vehicles powered by natural gas, (3) installation of more energy efficient devices, and (4) fostering an extensive tree planting and reforestation program.  To address traffic impacts, Fort Meade is considering encouraging the use of alternative transportation (e.g. carpooling and flextime), although major rail or bus lines do not currently service the installation.  In addition, the construction of the State Route 198 by-pass onto Fort Meade via the former Tipton Army Airfield is designed to limit the through traffic at Fort Meade to those who reside, work or visit the installation for recreation or other purposes.  This is expected to reduce congestion at the intersection of State Routes 198 and 32.

Other resources that would be measurably affected by the Proposed Action or Alternative A are water quality (by stormwater runoff), utility systems infrastructure, and noise.  Considering the best management practices planned to address these effects, no significant impacts to these resources from the Proposed Action, Alternative A or cumulative effects of other actions are expected to occur.  The completion of the 11 projects under the Proposed Action would significantly increase Fort Meade’s annual economic contribution to the Region of Influence (Anne Arundel and Howard Counties).

A public meeting was held during the draft EIS comment period.  Concerns expressed at the meeting were related to potential traffic impacts from the increase in commuters and visitors to the installation.  A follow-up meeting was also held.  All comments received were addressed and included in the FEIS.  Once the Environmental Protection Agency has published the Notice of Availability of the Final Environmental Impact Statement in the Federal Register, there will be a 30-day post filing waiting period.  


PROVIDED BY:

Office, Chief of Legislative Liaison

PAGE  
2

