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INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

Army Initiative to Improve Installation Security Posture


In March 2000 Army initiated a review of policies, threat and current measures being employed to improve installation security postures as a result of surveillance activities  at some of our CONUS installations which had controlled access.  As a result of the review, Army installations were directed in March 2001 to expeditiously implement actions authorized by Congress (Internal Security Act of 1950 and Title 18, US Code, Section 1382) to protect and safeguard DoD assets.  Security measures represent a defense-in-depth concept and include mandatory vehicle registration; implementation of restricted access plans to control installation/facility access (includes procedures for inspecting persons, property and vehicles); and improvement of protection measures for mission essential and vulnerable areas using existing resources, where available.

Army used standard criteria for entry/exit points, security buildings, visitor centers, lighting, communications, and fencing to identify requirements, and conducted a full-scale manpower study.  Immediate and near-term installation security requirements (manpower, construction, equipment, and fencing) were addressed out-of-cycle, and long-term requirements will be addressed in the Army planning for future budgets and force structure development.

Privately owned vehicles for personnel currently assigned to or working on an Army installation will be registered by 4th quarter 2001, using the Army Vehicle Registration System.  Persons registering vehicles will receive a standard numbered Department of Defense decal, which is required to be displayed on the windshield.  All visitors will be issued temporary access passes.  Installations are responsible for establishing local policy and requirements for temporary passes.  This vehicle registration policy is an initial step to implement state and federal requirements for environmental, safety, and law enforcement.
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