DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY
WASHINGTON, D. C.  20310

23 July 2001


INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS


The Department of the Army announces the availability of the Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Disposal and Reuse of the Oakland Army Base, Oakland, California.  The 425-acre base (371 land acres and 54 submerged land acres) is being closed in accordance with the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Act of 1990, Public Law 101-510, as amended (BRAC law).  The Notice of Availability of the Army's original DEIS was published on November 19, 1999.  On December 30, 1999, the public comment period was extended from January 3, 2000 until January 17, 2000.  Since that time, the Oakland Base Reuse Authority has been working with local planning groups to revise and amend its reuse plan that is analyzed in this Supplemental DEIS.  

Under BRAC, the Secretary of the Army has the authority to dispose of excess real property and facilities at a military installation recommended for closure or realignment.  However, the Army must prepare environmental impact analyses pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 to assess the environmental effects of disposal and subsequent reuse of the installation.  

The document analyzes three courses of action: 1) the No-Action Alternative, with property maintained in a caretaker status after closure; 2) the Unencumbered Disposal Alternative, with transfer without encumbrances, such as environmental restrictions and easements; and 3) the Encumbered Disposal Alternative, with transfer with various environmental restrictions and easements, limiting future use.  It also analyzes the potential environmental and socioeconomic consequences of a range of community reuse alternatives.

The Supplemental DEIS concludes:  (1) the No Action Alternative is not reasonable since the BRAC law mandates closure of the Base, and (2) the Unencumbered Disposal Alternative is not feasible given environmental conditions and legal requirements.  The Army’s preferred course of action is the Encumbered Disposal of excess property with possible encumbrances to include: covenants and restrictions pertaining to asbestos-containing material, lead-based paint, biological resources, historic properties, future remedial activities after transfer, infrastructure easements, and rights-of-way. 

Comments received during the 45-day public comment period will be considered in preparing the Army’s Final Environmental Impact Statement and associated Record of Decision.  

To obtain a copy of the document, to ask questions or provide written comments, contact Dr. Robert L. Koenigs, U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District (CESPK-PD), 1325 J Street, Sacramento, CA  95814-2922; phone 916-557-6712 and fax 916 557-7856.  Copies will also be available for review at the Oakland Public Library Main Branch, Science, Social Science and Documents Section, 125 Fourteenth Street, Oakland, CA  94612; the West Oakland Branch Library, 1801 Adeline Street, Oakland, CA  94607; and the Base Transition Office, 2475-D West 12th Street, Oakland, CA  94607.  
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