DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY
WASHINGTON, DC  20310-0101


7 May 2001


INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

SUBJECT:  Inactivation of the 30th Ordnance Company (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) 


The Department of the Army announced today the decision to inactivate the 30th Ordnance Company (Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD)).  The unit is assigned to US Army Forces Command (FORSCOM).  Effective date of the inactivation is 7 May 2001.

The unit has a total strength of 31 authorized positions.  Of these, 7 personnel (2 officers, 5 enlisted) were to have been be stationed at Fort Gillem, GA.  The other 24 personnel were to be assigned as teams to Fort Stewart, GA, Fort Bragg, NC, Fort Drum, NY, Fort Hood, TX, Fort Lewis, WA, and Fort Irwin, CA. 

Due to a shortage of EOD soldiers, coupled with a long lead-time to fully train these personnel, the unit could not be filled to an appropriate readiness level on the activation effective date of 16 April 2001.  Also there are command and control issues associated with the satellite teams.  Headquarters, FORSCOM is developing an improved concept for employing this unit.  Once this is complete there should be ample, fully trained, EOD soldiers to enable the unit to activate.
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