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INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

The Department of the Army announces the availability of the Fort Sam Houston, Camp Bullis, and Canyon Lake Recreation Area Master Plan Draft Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement.  The Draft Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement assesses the potential impacts of adopting revisions to the installation's Real Property Master Plan.  The Draft Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement has been prepared in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Public Law 91-190 (42 U.S.C. 4341).  

The Draft Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement study period covers 1998 to 2008.  The analytical results are expected to enhance management of the land and infrastructure at Fort Sam Houston and Camp Bullis, and support current and future missions while sustaining good stewardship of the natural and cultural resources.  The document looks at potential impacts of land use and visual resources, transportation, utilities, earth resources, air quality, water resources, biological resources (including listed threatened and endangered species), cultural resources, socioeconomics, environmental justice, noise, hazardous materials and items of special concern. The findings indicate that potential environmental impacts to cultural resources from the alternatives may result.

Alternatives considered in the Draft Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement include:
 

· Alternative 1 - No Action:  Continue the currently identified stationed population reductions, the projected reductions in real property maintenance, the "zero investment" maintenance expenditures for vacant historical facilities, and the projected reductions in the base operations support for utilities and other engineering services. 
· Alternative 2 - Reuse Facilities and Property by Federal Users:  Results in adaptive reuse of currently vacant historical facilities using appropriated funds.  This may be accomplished by bringing to Fort Sam Houston: additional military and or federal missions through individual stationing decisions that take advantage of the capabilities of Fort Sam Houston. 
· Alternative 3 - Reduction of Underutilized/Unutilized Property through Lease, Sale, or Removal:  Results in the reduction of underutilized/unutilized facilities and changes in the Land Use Plan.  Reduction may be accomplished through: outgrant leases to the city, county, state, private citizens, businesses, or investors; excessing and sale to the city, county, state, private citizens, businesses, or investors; or disposal. The Army may select any one alternative or a combination of alternatives.


The public comment period for the Draft Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement will end 45-days following publication of the Notice of Availability in the Federal Register by the Environmental Protection Agency.  A public meeting will be held at Fort Sam Houston, Texas.  Announcements regarding the availability of the Environmental Impact Statement and the date/ time of the public hearing will also be published in regional newspapers.  Comments received during the public comment period will be addressed in the Final Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement and considered by the Army in its Record of Decision.
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