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18 May 2001


INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS


The Department of the Army announces the availability of the Proposed Army Alternate Procedures to 36 CFR Part 800:  Protection of Historic Properties and the Environmental Assessment/Finding of No Significant Impact on the proposed adoption of Army Alternate Procedures to 36 CFR Part 800.  The Army is proposing to adopt Army Alternate Procedures to stand in place of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation’s (Council) regulations that implement Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act at 36 CFR Part 800.  This decision alone is not likely to result in any quantifiable, concrete, on the ground impacts.  Rather, its effect will be felt as installation resource managers develop historic property components of the Installation Cultural Resources Management Plan and implement management activities consistent with the direction and guidance contained in Army Regulation 200-4, Cultural Resources Management.  Consideration of site-specific impacts will be undertaken at a second level of decision making by Army installation commanders who will make an independent determination of the scope and level of additional documentation, if any, that may be necessary prior to developing and implementing a site-specific Environmental Assessment.  In addition, while Army Regulation 200-4 formalizes a comprehensive and uniform policy for managing cultural resources and eliminating the present ad hoc approach, many of the management practices presently applied in the field will continue to be applied.  The primary effect of the Army Alternate Procedures will be beneficial, causing more deliberate and rational cultural resource planning and management.   


The Environmental Assessment considered, evaluated and assessed the following alternatives:  (a) “No Action Alternative” (continued project-by-project review under 36 CFR Part 800); (b) “Programmatic Agreement Alternative” (adoption of an agency policy encouraging the use of Programmatic Agreements under existing regulations to implement the historic preservation portions of an installation’s Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan); and (c) “Proposed Action Alternative” (adoption of the Army Alternate Procedures).  Consideration of the alternatives analyzed in the Environmental Assessment leads to the Army’s decision to adopt the Army Alternate Procedures.  The “No Action Alternative” would allow a continued ad-hoc approach to compliance with Section 106 and management of historic properties.  With the anticipated growth in the Army’s historic properties inventory, continued review of undertakings on a case-by-case basis will likely remain inefficient and lead to increased program costs.  The “Programmatic Agreement Alternative” better meets the stated purpose and need since it would provide a programmatic basis for Section 106 compliance, relying on an installation’s Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan.  However, the Army’s past experience with Programmatic Agreements is that they have not been effective in resolving adverse effects, and, generally result in reversion to case-by-case, formalized, external review when such effects are identified.  The Proposed Action (i.e., Army Alternate Procedures) more squarely meets the stated purpose and need for action.  The Army Alternate Procedures build on the present management approach established by Army Regulation 200-4 and leverage the existing Army historic properties management policy, programs and participants.  Management in this manner will facilitate overall Army compliance with Section 106 and will otherwise provide the agency with the ability to act as a more responsible steward for historic properties entrusted to its care.

 


FURNISHED BY: 

Office, Chief of Legislative Liaison

1
2

