DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY
WASHINGTON, DC  20310

17 May 2001





INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

The Department of the Army has prepared a Draft Environmental Impact Statement to assess the potential impacts of the proposed construction and operation of the Northern Training Complex on approximately 2,945 acres (2,303 forested acres, 642 open acres) of Fort Knox, Kentucky (west of the Salt River in Bullitt County).  The Draft Environmental Impact Statement document has been prepared pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969.

The purpose of the proposed Northern Training Complex is to construct and operate a multi-purpose digital training range and a series of maneuver areas, drop zones and landing zones.  These facilities would provide a multi-functional war-fighting capability to meet the Army’s training needs for soldiers in urban and restricted combat scenarios.  Construction of these facilities would upgrade existing substandard range facilities and expand the installation’s training capacity to train armor soldiers in a realistic training environment for urban and restricted terrain combat.  Current facilities do not meet modern tank gunnery standards and are inadequate to support training for regional conflicts in urban and restricted areas. 

A public scoping meeting in connection with the Notice of Intent for this Environmental Impact Statement was held in Bullitt County, Shepherdsville, Kentucky on June 8, 2000.  This meeting provided an opportunity for the public to become aware of the Environmental Impact Statement and for the Army to gather public input regarding the scope of the study and reasonable alternatives.  Those unable to attend the scheduled scoping meeting were provided the opportunity to submit written comments regarding the scope of the Environmental Impact Statement through June 23, 2000.

Significant Issues:  The primary issues analyzed in this Draft Environmental Impact Statement include:  noise (aircraft/range firing), impacts to wetlands and riparian areas, removal of approximately 2,945 acres of forests, soil erosion, water quality, endangered species, air quality and cultural resources.
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