DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY
WASHINGTON, D.C.


April 2, 2001


INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

SUBJECT:  Skill Enhancement and Test Preparation (SET Prep)


ARMY LAUNCHES NEW RECRUITING INITIATIVE


On April 1, the Acting Secretary of the Army, Dr. Joseph W. Westphal, will release an announcement about a new recruiting initiative.  This initiative will be piloted for 12 months in three recruiting battalions, New York City (Bronx in NYC and Newark, NJ), Chicago and San Antonio.  It is designed to help high school diploma graduates and graduating seniors demonstrate their true level of trainability on the Armed Forces Qualification Test.  (Course participants must also be medically and morally qualified for Army enlistment.)  This program, Skill Enhancement and Test Preparation, provides 21 hours of instruction over three consecutive Saturdays to eligible Army applicants.  This refresher course will review math and English comprehension skills, as well as test taking strategies, and is designed to make Army applicants more confident before taking the Armed Forces Qualification Test (AFQT).  This program most benefits applicants who suffer from test anxiety.  It will not benefit those who do not have the basic intelligence or motivation to achieve.

The contractor, Resource Consultants, Inc., subcontracted the course content and the instructional delivery to Princeton Review.  This contract was awarded in September 2000.  

Referrals to this program will come from Army recruiters.  SET Prep is open to all Army components – Regular Army, Army Reserve and Army National Guard.
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