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President avoids endorsing Baker bill 
Bush cites progress in recovery, remains coy on Category 5 levees 
By James Varney, Staff writer 
President Bush made his ninth visit to New Orleans since Hurricane Katrina on Thursday and said he is encouraged by signs of the city's recovery, but Mayor Ray Nagin said he did not get the commitment he wanted on U.S. Rep. Richard Baker's proposal to form a federal corporation that would buy flood-ravaged properties in the city. 
The president's trip appeared designed to reaffirm his commitment to rebuilding the flooded city, expressed most memorably during a nationally televised speech from Jackson Square several weeks after the hurricane. Aside from a few comments before a closed-door meeting with business leaders and elected officials, Bush did not speak publicly or take questions, and he did not, as he had on previous trips, tour any of the worst-hit areas of New Orleans. 
Nevertheless, Bush, who was last in the city in October, pronounced himself impressed with the city's recovery, although he acknowledged the signs of that bounce may be less visible to residents. 
New Orleans Times-Picayune 
January 13, 2006 

'We know the world is watching us. There is no room for failure.' 
ARMY CORP OF ENGINEERS REBUILDING CHIEF SAYS LEVEES WILL BE READY BY JUNE 1 
By Mark Schleifstein and Sheila Grissett 
Staff writers 
The head of the Army Corps of Engineers' task force to rebuild New Orleans area levees said Thursday that he knows his agency's success in restoring hurricane protection is all-important to the community's sense of security. 
"We know the world is watching us," said Col. Lewis Setliff III, director of Task Force Guardian. "There is no room for failure." 
With 40 contracts already issued to construction companies to repair breaches and low spots throughout the system, and 18 others expected to be awarded in the next few weeks, Setliff said, the agency expects to meet its commitment to restore the system to authorized pre-Katrina strength by June 1, the beginning of the hurricane season. 
But Setliff and other corps officials also warned of an outside chance that a key piece of the corps' fix in New Orleans -- building interim gates across the 17th Street, London Avenue and Orleans Avenue canals -- could result in some flooding during relatively rare wet hurricanes. 
New Orleans Times-Picayune 
January 13, 2006 

Engineers have qualms about MR-GO work 
Soil used to repair levees is questioned 
By Bob Marshall 
Staff writer 
As the man in charge of rebuilding the failed levees along the MR-GO, Col. Louis Setliff knows the Army Corps of Engineers can't repeat the mistake that allowed Lake Borgne to swallow much of St. Bernard Parish: building the structures out of weak marsh soils that disintegrated in Hurricane Katrina's surge. 
To that end, Setliff said, "We're taking routine samples and then more samples. We're bringing people in to check the checkers." 
But some of the nation's leading forensic engineers, including two who visited the project this week, are not impressed with the results. They said soils being used to rebuild the levee appeared to be unsuitable for the task, the design being employed repeats mistakes that contributed to the failures during Katrina, and calls to armor the levee with a layer of protective concrete or fabrics -- considered critical to keeping it intact if overtopped again -- were still not approved. 
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Big Easy: Who can rebuild? 
A report issued by the city this week would make it tougher for some homeowners to start over. 
By Kris Axtman | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

HOUSTON - Ever since hurricane Katrina washed much of New Orleans away, where to allow rebuilding has been Question No. 1. After months of emotionally exhaustive waiting and wondering, homeowners in the most devastated parts of the city now know the answer: They'll have to wait until late June to rebuild - and, even then, it's not certain their property will be safe from public seizure.
The controversial guidelines in the land-use report issued this week by the mayor's Bring New Orleans Back Commission are putting new strain on residents who bore the brunt of the storm. And it's raising again the sensitive question of whether the city's poor are getting short shrift in post-Katrina recovery efforts.
Congress, which has earmarked $29 billion in Gulf Coast rebuilding, is watching the debate closely. So, too, is the White House and the Louisiana Recovery Authority (LRA) the agency that allocates federal funds.
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Mapping protection 

Planners who are combining hurricane and flood protection strategies with coastal restoration efforts need to understand the lay of the land in order to make good decisions. 
But the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers nor the state has yet to develop a map that would show which natural resources need to be protected and which could be used to help protect the state from storms. 
Others see the need for such a tool. A National Research Council panel of scientists and engineers criticized a federal-state restoration plan for not including such a map, saying it represented a failure to make decisions about how to use coastal resources in the future. 
An independent group of scientists and engineers led by John Lopez, director of the Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation's coastal sustainability program, is developing a map on its own. It outlines 11 lines of defense, from the Outer Continental Shelf and barrier islands to bays, marshes, ridges and manmade structures. 
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'Fix our coast or we are toast' 

By JOE GYAN JR.
Advocate staff writer

NEW ORLEANS — Some donned rubber boots and orange life preservers. Others were draped in blue plastic tarp. One even carried a wooden boat paddle, and another wore a snorkel and swim mask. But all who attended Thursday’s rally in the French Quarter were demanding the same thing: Category 5 levee protection and coastal restoration.

More than 230 vocal students and two dozen faculty from the Academy of the Sacred Heart on St. Charles Avenue, plus dozens of residents, chanted and toted signs in front of Jackson Square for nearly two hours.

The rally, organized by a group called Stop The Flooding, coincided with President Bush’s ninth visit to New Orleans since Hurricane Katrina.

Bush’s arrival at Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport aboard Air Force One was open to the media, but his two-hour stay in the city and his departure from the Ernest N. Morial Convention Center landing zone on Marine One were restricted to pool press, meaning they were not open to all media.
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Blue Roofs falling apart 
By NATALIE CHAMBERS 
The Mississippi Press 
PASCAGOULA -- City and county officials asked the Federal Emergency Management Agency on Thursday why some blue roofs are falling apart. 
Answers provided members of Jackson County Unified Command left city and county officials with another reason to question federal responses both pre-and post- Hurricane Katrina. 
Apparently, a bad batch of blue roof material was used on some homes. One location was the home of Monica Cooper-Battle. 
Fortunately, the area has not had heavy rains that could cause additional problems for the Battle family. 
"I was surprised. I had no idea it would (shred). I thought it was made out of something that would withstand a little storm," she said. 
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Classrooms to give teachers roots 

By DEBRA LEMOINE
Advocate staff writer

WALKER — Since October, Susan Varnado has pushed her cart of materials from classroom to classroom to teach science classes at Walker High School.

She did so because there were not enough classrooms for all the teachers at the high school this year after evacuees from Hurricane Katrina swelled the school’s enrollment.

Her daily trek ended last week when the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Federal Emergency Management Agency delivered and hooked up three temporary classrooms at the high school.

The Livingston Parish school system commemorated the 12 portable classrooms it received for six schools from the Corps of Engineers in a ceremony Thursday afternoon at Walker High School.
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Cleanup figures doubted;
Hancock leaders not impressed

RYAN LAFONTAINE, SUN HERALD

Local leaders are not buying a FEMA assertion that more than half of Hurricane Katrina's mess has been cleaned up.

According to a FEMA statement released this week, debris removal operations in Mississippi are more than 60 percent complete.

But officials in Hancock County, one of the hardest hit by the Aug. 29 storm, said the numbers are misleading, and are not a reflection of the progress being made here.

"These numbers certainly have nothing to do with Waveland," Mayor Tommy Longo said. "These new percentages don't impress me at all."

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and their contractors have been working under FEMA to clear more than 40 million cubic yards of Katrina debris scattered throughout the state.

In order to get the "60 percent," a FEMA spokeswoman told the Sun Herald the agency factored in storm debris from every county, including the northernmost counties along the Tennessee-Mississippi boarder.
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Cost to prevent major flood along Trinity put at $275 million 
Dallas: Officials consider disaster scenario, seek money for levee pumps 

By DAVE LEVINTHAL / The Dallas Morning News 

It's hard to imagine West Dallas and the Stemmons Corridor submerged under feet of rainwater with the city parched by a months-long drought. 

But top city officials and U.S. Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson, D-Dallas, met Thursday to consider just such a scenario – and strategize how to secure $275 million they estimate is needed to prevent the levee-enclosed Trinity River Corridor from one day turning into a flooded disaster area. 
"Admittedly, this is kind of a nonsexy topic. But the worst could happen," said Ed Oakley, chairman of the Dallas City Council's Trinity River Committee. Dallas needs the money, he said, to fund a new system of pump stations on the outside of the Trinity River Corridor levees. 
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Gas has Meade families fleeing
Explosion risk leaves 20 townhomes empty near buried ex-dump

By Phillip McGowan
Sun reporter

Fearing an explosion of methane gas, the Army has evacuated a dozen families from homes built near a buried former landfill at Fort Meade, a move that critics said wouldn't have been necessary had the Army post's private housing developer stopped building when it uncovered the site three years ago. 
Col. Kenneth O. McCreedy, commander of the western Anne Arundel County post, has ordered that a cluster of 20 townhouses, including those occupied by the 12 families, stay unoccupied as environmental regulators assess the risk. 
"My commitment to fix this problem [and ensure] the safety of the residents of Fort Meade are paramount," McCreedy said. 
Federal and Army regulators say the World War II-era dump, which is buried under 15 feet of earth and is the apparent source of the methane, may have to be dug up and 
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