1. New York Times 
November 16, 2006 

Navy Joins New York Effort to Free Ship Stuck in River 
By PATRICK McGEEHAN 
The United States Navy has agreed to spend as much as $3 million to rescue the Intrepid, a retired aircraft carrier that has been trapped in the mud off Manhattan since Monday, federal officials said yesterday
After hearing appeals from several members of Congress, the mayor of New York City and the governor of New York, the Navy agreed to send a salvage team to engineer a second effort to free the Intrepid from the mucky bottom of the Hudson River, the officials said. The Navy expects to have the ship ready to be towed within three weeks, said Bill White, the president of the Intrepid Sea, Air and Space Museum, which the ship has housed since 1982.
Mr. White said he sought help from the Navy and the Army Corps of Engineers on Monday afternoon, just hours after a team of tugboats failed to move the Intrepid more than 15 feet from its berth at Pier 86 on the West Side. The ship was bound for a dry dock in Bayonne, N.J., and the first stage of a two-year overhaul, but the tugboat operators gave up after the ship’s hull became wedged in a mound of mud.
The failure ruined an elaborate farewell celebration that drew two senators, two former mayors and several military and city officials. Since then, Mr. White and his staff have huddled with officials of the Navy and the Corps of Engineers to draw up a foolproof plan to move the ship to Bayonne.

2. Palm Beach Post 
November 10, 2006 

Army Corps of Engineers sued over St. Lucie River pollution 

By Rachel Simmonsen, Palm Beach Post Staff Writer 

Activists for the St. Lucie River sued the federal government Thursday, claiming the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has violated their property rights by polluting the waterway with massive discharges from Lake Okeechobee.
The plaintiffs, recruited by the Rivers Coalition Legal Defense Fund, are owners of 22 properties along the river's North and South forks, as well as the area that stretches between the fork and the St. Lucie Inlet. The lake discharges, they argue, have limited their ability to fish, swim and boat in the river.
They're dumping toxic, dirty water, silt material, pesticides, organic phosphates on my property," said Bob Paré, a doctor and Sewall's Point resident who is a plaintiff in the case. "I pay a premium to be where I am, and I think they're seriously taking away my property rights and value by the continual pollution."
At a meeting Thursday at Indian RiverSide Park in Jensen Beach, about 150 river activists applauded news of the lawsuit, waving signs with skulls and crossbones and messages like "Save our river, stop the discharges."
3. Baltimore Sun 
November 13, 2006 

Dredging up answer to vanishing islands 
Plan would solve commerce, environment concerns 
By Rona Kobell, Sun Reporter 

The Maryland Port Administration and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers are proposing to spend more than $1 billion to rebuild two islands in the Chesapeake Bay -- the government's latest plan to use dredge spoil from shipping channels to enhance the environment. 
The two agencies propose to remove tons of silt and sediment from the state's waters, then haul it down the bay to create a 2,000-acre wildlife preserve at James Island, a spit of land off the coast of Dorchester County that is quickly vanishing. The two agencies also want to replenish the shoreline at nearby Barren Island, another fast- disappearing remnant of land near Hoopers Island. 
The James project is expected to cost $1.1 billion. The Barren project would cost about $30 million. 
4. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
November 11, 2006 

Corps changes course on levees 
It seeks to dump project, start new one in swamp 
By Matthew Brown and Meghan Gordon, West Bank bureau 
To plug a soft spot in the West Bank's hurricane protection system, the Army Corps of Engineers is proposing building a second storm surge gate and levee across a swamp south of Harvey, and scrapping plans for 100-year-storm fortifications along more than 40 miles of levees and floodwalls lining the Harvey and Algiers canals. 
Corps officials said the existing levee system, which allows floodwaters to reach into the heart of developed areas of the West Bank via the two canals, is comparable to the notorious "funnel" at the confluence of the Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet and the Intracoastal Waterway. The funnel allowed Hurricane Katrina to roar unchecked into the Industrial Canal, toppling floodwalls and leading to hundreds of deaths in New Orleans and St. Bernard Parish. 

5. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
November 10, 2006 

Corps seeks to fast-track levee work 
Review of wetlands would be streamlined 
By Matthew Brown 
Federal officials said Thursday they want to skip over the conventional environmental review process for strengthening and building new levees to speed up projects considered vital to the region's hurricane defenses. 
Documents released by the Army Corps of Engineers on Thursday show at least 5,721 acres of wetlands and 7,712 acres of non-wetlands -- much of it developed property -- could be impacted under plans to fortify New Orleans-area levees to withstand a 100-year storm. 
Those plans, already financed by Congress, include upgrades to levees protecting New Orleans, the east and west banks of Jefferson Parish, parts of Plaquemines Parish and the east bank of St. Charles Parish. 
Usually, detailed environmental reviews gauging the cumulative impacts of the upgrades would be required before the corps could move ahead with construction. But a proposal submitted by the corps to the White House's Council on Environmental Quality seeks an exemption to that provision of the National Environmental Policy Act. 
6. New York Times 
November 12, 2006 

Democrats Aim to Save Inquiry on Work in Iraq 
By JAMES GLANZ, DAVID JOHNSTON and THOM SHANKER 

WASHINGTON, Nov. 11 — Congressional Democrats say they will press new legislation next week to restore the power of a federal agency in charge of ferreting out waste and corruption in Iraq and greatly increase its investigative reach. 
The bills, the first of what are likely to be dozens of Democratic efforts to resurrect investigations of war profiteering and financial fraud in government contracting, could be introduced as early as Monday morning.
The move would nullify a Republican-backed provision, slipped into a huge military authorization bill, that set a termination date for the agency, the Office of the Special Inspector General for Iraq Reconstruction. The agency’s findings have consistently undermined Bush administration claims of widespread success in the reconstruction of Iraq.
7. Washington Post 
November 12, 2006 

Despite Billions Spent, Rebuilding Incomplete
Bad Security, Poor Planning Plague Effort 

By Griff Witte, Washington Post Staff Writer

For a little more than $38 billion, the United States and its contractors in Iraq have provided 4.6 million people with access to water. They have distributed seeds to Iraqi farmers, improving wheat harvests. With electricity-generating capacity now above prewar levels, they have given many Iraqis more daily hours of power. They have repaired more than 5,000 schools and vaccinated 4.6 million children against polio.
The list goes on. But as the U.S.-led, U.S.-funded portion of Iraq's reconstruction nears its end, American officials and contractors alike are grappling with a cold reality: Thousands of successes in Iraq may add up to a single failure.
"We accomplished a significant amount of work. But it was just overwhelmed by the overlay of violence," said Clifford G. Mumm, who has spent much of the past three years in Iraq managing projects for Bechtel Corp. "It's hard to be very optimistic."
U.S.-funded projects have long been a target for sabotage. Many of those that were spared remain unused by a population paralyzed by violence.
Seattle Post-Intelligencer: Damage assessed in calm before next storm 
By JOHN IWASAKI, P-I REPORTER
Seven Western Washington rivers flowed above flood stage Wednesday while waters receded in other areas, some roads opened, officials assessed damage and cleanup efforts increased.
Water is slowly receding in the submerged Snoqualmie Valley, as peak flows dropped on the Snoqualmie and Tolt rivers.
Flood warnings remained at 13 spots on the waterways, including the Snoqualmie River near Carnation, the Snohomish River near Monroe and Snohomish, the White River near Buckley and the Cedar River near Landsburg and Renton.
Most rivers have crested or are nearing their crest, the National Weather Service said.
With a break in the weather, the Army Corps of Engineers released water from dams on the White, Green and Cedar rivers Wednesday to create reservoir capacity behind the dams to hold expected weekend rainfall.
Sacramento Bee: 24 Sacramento River levee sites on list for emergency winter fixes
By Matt Weiser - Bee Staff Writer
Flood-control officials this week narrowed their list of emergency winter levee repairs to 24 sites along the Sacramento River, including four that protect the cities of Sacramento and West Sacramento.
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on Monday declared an emergency to speed up the repairs in concert with the state Department of Water Resources. The agencies hope to finish the work this winter.
"We're getting near the beginning of the storm season and we have to get these fixed immediately if we can," said Army Corps spokesman Jim Taylor. "Our concern is that, because the erosion is so severe at these sites, they could not withstand high flows during the peak rainy season."
South Florida Sun-Sentinel: Strengthening Lake Okeechobee dike could cost $50 million
By Andy Reid, South Florida Sun-Sentinel

Houses, roads and railroad tracks stand in the way of a new plan to reinforce the aging Lake Okeechobee dike.

Water regulators said Wednesday they will need a 150-foot-wide swath of land around much of the Herbert Hoover Dike under a new plan to strenghten the 70-year-old earthen levee by adding berms.

Many properties that stand in the way can be acquired through eminent domain powers.

But others, such as U.S. 27, railroad facilities and Pahokee's airport would be spared by tweaking the new construction plans and building around them.
New Orleans Times-Picayune: State maps plan for coastal projects
Billions of dollars of levees, dikes urged 
By Mark Schleifstein, Staff writer 

State officials unveiled a sweeping plan Wednesday that they say will protect New Orleans and other south Louisiana communities from major hurricanes while rebuilding coastal wetlands. If implemented, the plan would dramatically change the shape of the state's coastline at a cost estimated to reach the tens of billions of dollars. 

The plan, a draft to be officially released Nov. 29, represents the state's first concrete statement on the array of massive engineering projects -- such as levees, dikes and freshwater diversions -- that officials believe it will take to save the state's coastline and protect hundreds of thousands of South Louisiana residents from future storms. Once finalized, the proposal will form the baseline for an extensive lobbying campaign by the state -- one likely to stretch on for years -- to wrest from Washington the billions needed to finance the work. 

1. Associated Press 
November 8, 2006 

Corps of Engineers says 24 Sacramento area levees need quick repairs

SACRAMENTO The U-S Army Corps of Engineers says levees along the Sacramento River and its tributaries are so weak in 24 locations as to be a threat to more than a million people.
The corps is declaring an emergency to speed repairs. 
The imperiled areas include Clarksburg, Knights Landing, Nicolaus, Sacramento's Natomas and Pocket areas, and West Sacramento. 
Populations there range from a few thousand to more than a million. 
The corps says the damage was found in late September. 
The state is responsible for 10 of the sites and plans to begin construction in mid-November. 
2. Seattle Post-Intelligencer 
November 8, 2006 

Area expected to get reprieve from big soaking 
Next 2 days may hold showers; another drenching looms 

By SCOTT GUTIERREZ, P-I REPORTER 

Waterlogged Western Washingtonians can take solace in the forecasts for today and Thursday. 
While the National Weather Service predicts cloudy skies and a chance of showers, it's not expected to be like the record rainfall this weekend that drenched the region. 
"We're not expecting any kind of flooding or heavy rainfall for the weekend. We're looking at best bet -- a reprieve from the soaking that we got," said Johnny Burg, a weather service meteorologist. The amount of rain expected over the next few days -- a quarter-inch to a half-inch per day -- is well below Monday's 3.29 inch total recorded at Sea-Tac Airport.
The Army Corps of Engineers pitched in rocks and more than 250,000 sandbags to protect roads and property, and shore up levees. Teams of corps members, including 40 flood engineers at eight river basins, are focusing their efforts primarily in the Skagit, Puyallup, Green and Wynoochee valleys. 
3. Philadelphia Inquirer
November 8, 2006 
Seeking New Strategy For An Intrepid Mission 
The ship needs to get to N.J. for repairs. Plan A ended with the museum stuck in the mud. 

By Pat Milton, Associated Press 

NEW YORK - Military and private experts analyzed blueprints of the mudlocked Intrepid at dockside yesterday as they strategized on how to move the mighty World War II aircraft carrier for renovations.
The Intrepid, which defied kamikaze attacks, bombs and torpedoes during its legendary history, refused to budge from its berth Monday, consigning six tugboats with a combined 30,000-horsepower force to defeat.
4. Access North Georgia 
November 8, 2006 

Corps of Engineers waives fees for veterans

from staff reports

WASHINGTON, D.C – The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will join other federal agencies in waiving day use fees for veterans, active duty service members and their families at its recreation areas nationwide on November 11. The U.S. Forest Service made a similar announcement over the week. See separate story. 
“Our intent is to honor and support the men and women who have served our nation in the armed services,” Major General Don T. Riley, the Corps’ Director of Civil Works, said. "We chose this occasion to encourage our veterans and those on active duty to enjoy our parks and realize the benefits of outdoor recreation activities."


5. Houston Chronicle
Nov. 7, 2006 
Report defends KBR fuel transport
But auditor slams pipeline work under river in Iraq 
By DAVID IVANOVICH 
WASHINGTON — An independent auditor defended Houston-based Halliburton Co.'s costly — and controversial — efforts to truck fuel from Kuwait into violence-riven Iraq in the early days of the occupation.
But the auditor's report also revealed how the giant contractor brushed off an engineering firm's warnings and subsequently stumbled on a multimillion-dollar project to lay pipelines under the Tigris River, in what one geologist called "folly beyond the point of culpable negligence."
Crowe Chizek and Co., a Chicago accounting and consulting firm, was hired by the Pentagon's U.S. Defense Reconstruction Support Office — at the behest of the United Nations-sponsored International Advisory and Monitoring Board for Iraq — to evaluate whether Iraq's oil proceeds were being used effectively.
1. The New York Sun 
November 7, 2006 

The Carrier Intrepid Runs Aground In Hudson's Muddy Bottom 

BY JILL GARDINER 
The USS Intrepid has survived seven bomb strikes, five kamikaze attacks, and one torpedo hit, so it may come as a surprise that the 27,100-ton aircraft carrier was foiled yesterday by a couple of feet of underwater mud.
The landmark military vessel got stuck in the sediment after six tugboats with a combined 30,000 horsepower tried to dislodge it from the slip on Manhattan's West Side that it has been docked at for more than 20 years.
Within hours a team of scuba divers were underwater inspecting the hull and engineers were meeting to brainstorm ways to get the World War II ship on its way to its temporary home in Bayonne, N.J., where it is to get a multi-million dollar makeover.

2. New York Times
November 7, 2006 
Cost Of Taking Fuel To Iraq Is Questioned 

By James Glanz 

A Halliburton subsidiary charged the Iraqi government as much as $25,000 per month for each of as many as 1,800 fuel trucks that were to deliver gasoline to Iraq after the 2003 invasion, but the trucks often spent days or weeks sitting idle on the border, says a report released yesterday by an auditing agency sponsored by the United Nations.
The agency said in a statement that the auditing firm it hired had found that some of the contract costs that had been questioned earlier seemed to be justified. But the agency said the findings raised new questions about hundreds of millions of dollars billed by the company under a $2.4 billion contract that the Army awarded on the eve of the conflict to KBR, the Halliburton subsidiary formerly known as Kellogg Brown & Root.
The new audit gives the first detailed picture of how the company incurred many of those costs. 

3. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
November 7, 2006 

Levee plan in 3 months, corps says 
Agency considers two alternatives 
By Matt Scallan 

The Army Corps of Engineers expects to have a recommendation on the alignment of a new hurricane protection levee stretching from Bayou Lafourche to Davis Pond in about three months, a corps representative told the St. Charles Parish Council on Monday. 
Project manager Frank Duarte said the route of the proposed $500 million project could run along the south side of U.S. 90 behind populated areas, or it could go farther south along the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway. 
Council members said they favor the more southerly course, but expressed concern that because Lake Salvador and Lake Cataouatche would be behind the levee, high winds could generate a mini-storm surge that could flood West Bank homes. 
"I'm just worried about the interface between wetland and dry land," Councilman Clayton "Snookie" Faucheux said. 
4. GovExec.com 
November 7, 2006 

Groups push to advance package of Army Corps projects 
By Darren Goode, CongressDaily 

Port authority directors, agriculture groups and labor unions are pressuring lawmakers to wrap up in the lame duck session a long-awaited package of Army Corps of Engineers projects. 
The National Waterways Alliance -- a loose-knit collection of groups -- plans to kick off a full-speed lobbying campaign this week to break a conference committee logjam over how major projects are reviewed. These divisions have stymied the reauthorization of the Water Resources Development Act since 2000, though historically it is renewed every two years. 
Groups will run print ads this week that argue, "It's six years overdue," said Lisa Kelley, director of public policy at the National Corn Growers Association. "This is the closest the bill has been. Nobody wants to start from scratch and wait another two years since WRDA is the last thing that always gets going." 
The Corn Growers and others will be urging state affiliates to run op-eds in major Midwestern newspapers and set up radio interviews featuring top industry officials at an upcoming conference this month of the National Association of Farm Broadcasters. 

5. NPR 
November 6, 2006 

Gulf Coast Wetlands Being Destroyed, Critics Say 

by Martin Kaste  

All Things Considered · Along the rebuilding Gulf Coast, critics say there is too little thought given to preserving wetlands, as developers fill in the areas. 
In response to criticism from environmentalists who say the Army Corps of Engineers isn't enforcing wetlands federal wetlands protection rules, the Corps is proposing that the rules be loosened. 
Developers in Mississippi and elsewhere say they need the added flexibility to meet the housing crunch. 
But environmentalists call the move shortsighted, citing the ability of wetlands to help slow and contain flooding during hurricanes.
This story may be heard at http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=6444171 

6. The Alton Telegraph 
October 31, 2006 

Money will allow construction on river research center 
By Cynthia M. Ellis 

GODFREY - Money that will allow construction of a research center that will study local rivers' effects on wildlife and waterway commerce is en route to Lewis and Clark Community College. 
Gov. Rod Blagojevich appeared at the school Monday to confirm that $6.8 million in state funding will be released for the National Great Rivers Research and Education Center, a project that features a partnership among LCCC and other state and federal agencies and educational bodies. 


7. Associated Press 
November 7, 2006 

Heavy Flooding in Washington Kills One 

By DONNA GORDON BLANKINSHIP, The Associated Press

SEATTLE -- A windy Pacific storm dumped heavy rain Monday on western Washington, killing at least one person, prompting warnings of record flooding and forcing rescues by the National Guard.
A 20-year-old elk hunter from Seattle died when his pickup truck was swept into the Cowlitz River in southwest Washington, authorities said.
Gov. Chris Gregoire declared a state of emergency for 18 counties, authorizing the National Guard to activate and the state Emergency Management Division to coordinate assistance.
More than a dozen Guardsmen were sent late Monday to eastern Skagit County near the Canadian border, with the Skagit River expected to reach record levels, to rescue an unknown number of people, said county spokesman Don McKeehen. Another 150 troops were expected Tuesday.
8. Washington Post
November 7, 2006

Federal Diary 
Board Decision Makes It Clear: Hire The Vet 

By Stephen Barr 

A federal board has reaffirmed the government's obligation to show a preference for military veterans in hiring, even when federal agencies use a special program designed to quickly fill jobs with applicants who have a high grade-point average.
The decision by the Merit Systems Protection Board, which hears appeals in federal personnel disputes, is a setback for the Outstanding Scholar program, which permits agencies to bypass regular civil service hiring procedures, and for the Office of Personnel Management, which had petitioned the board to reconsider its rulings from last year.
The dispute points up some of the underlying tensions in federal employment policies. Since at least the Civil War, Congress has shown its appreciation for military service by granting a hiring preference to veterans who seek civil service jobs. The government also has tried to provide remedies for racial discrimination, a goal of the Outstanding Scholar Program.
1. Associated Press
November 6, 2006 
Historic aircraft carrier under way for first time in 24 years

After 24 years at the same Hudson River pier, the legendary aircraft carrier USS Intrepid was setting sail Monday for a $60 million restoration and repair across the river.

"The Intrepid stands for everything we believe in...our freedom and our values," Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton said at a sendoff ceremony attended by military personnel and other elected officials. A police band sounded patriotic tunes.

Under clear blue skies, six powerful tugboats, one tooting its horn, began guiding the massive vessel out of its berth after crew members tossed a line, symbolically detaching the ship.

At 9:30 a.m., the vessel began to inch slowly, its propellers apparantly stuck in the mud. A tugboat was repositioned on the stern side in an attempt to rock it free.

2. Associated Press 
November 5, 2006 

Historic aircraft carrier under way for first time in 24 years 

By PAT MILTON 

NEW YORK -- After 24 years at the same Hudson River pier, the legendary aircraft carrier USS Intrepid is overdue for some R&R _ restoration and repair. 
The ship's rehabilitation begins Monday, when the high tide and New York harbor's most powerful tugboat join forces to extract the World War II flattop from its berth for a one-day journey to a New Jersey shipyard. It will return in 2008 to a rebuilt pier, to resume its mission as a military and space museum dedicated to America's war heroes. 
The Intrepid's move from Pier 86 has involved meticulous preparation worthy of its first departure for Pacific war combat in 1943. A 6,000-horsepower "tractor tug" has been assigned to pull the 27,000-ton ship into deep river water from the slip where it has rested in up to 17 feet of mud. The move is timed for 9:15 a.m., when the river tide is at its yearly peak. 

3. Associated Press
November 5, 2006 
Corps work in New Orleans plagued by pump problems 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers missed another deadline to increase the pumping capacity in the 17th Street Canal because of vibration problems with new pumps.
The vibration problems have plagued the new pumping systems in three New Orleans outfall canals, which have become the focus of the Corps' work to protect New Orleans from future flooding. During Hurricane Katrina much of the city's flooding was caused by the three canals.
The Corps installed flood gates at the mouths of the canals to keep storm surge out. But that forced the engineering agency to add new pumps to take over the work of draining the city should it ever become necessary to shut the flood gates.

4. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
November 5, 2006 
Trouble persists with pump system
Problems persist with N.O. pump system 
By Sheila Grissett 
Vibration problems continue to plague the new pumping systems in three New Orleans outfall canals, a lingering problem that has caused the Army Corps of Engineers to miss yet another deadline for increasing drainage capacity at the particularly troublesome 17th Street Canal site. 
Corps officials had hoped to boost capacity there to 5,200 cubic feet per second by Oct. 31, one month before the 2006 hurricane season ends. But they were unable to install the six additional pumps required to meet that goal. 

5. November 6, 2006
Daily Environment Report 
Army Corps Announces Pact With Florida Over Interim Restoration Goals, Targets 
TAMPA, Fla.--Distributing surface water, setting phosphorus limits, and restoring wildlife populations are among a number of interim goals set for Everglades restoration, under a draft agreement between the federal government and Florida announced Nov. 3 ( 71 Fed. Reg. 64,686 ). 
The goals were outlined in an intergovernmental agreement between the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and state officials regarding the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan, or CERP. Notice of the pact was published in the Federal Register . 
Also published Nov. 3 was a separate notice of availability of a draft intergovernmental agreement for establishing interim targets used to measure CERP progress ( 71 Fed. Reg. 64,687 ). 
6. The Winchester Star 
November 3, 2006 

City man returns to Iraq for the work and the people 
By Robert Igoe 
Winchester — A city man is beginning his third tour of duty to help rebuild and improve Iraq’s electrical infrastructure. 
Tom Waters, a safety and occupational health manager for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, left on Thursday for a “short” five-month stay to work on transmission and generation systems. 
“I wouldn’t have gone back except for the sector I’ll be assigned to,” he said. “I worked with them last time I was in Iraq and it was a great experience. I love the work and I love the people, and there is still a lot of good work that needs to be done.” 
For Waters, that work will include $1.5 billion worth of continued efforts to construct and upgrade electrical transmission service in Iraq. The goal is to provide 10 to 12 hours per day of 6,000-megawatt transmissions throughout the country. 
1. The Tennessean
November 2, 2006 
Nashville could flood if far-off dam fails
Seepage could signal disaster in waiting 
By ANNE PAINE
Staff Writer

The potential for a catastrophic failure of the aging Wolf Creek Dam in Kentucky has many Middle Tennessee emergency planners mulling a Katrina-like scenario and preparing evacuation plans.
A break at the dam, where damp spots indicate growing seepage, could send the contents of the largest reservoir east of the Mississippi River roaring down the Cumberland River.
In a worst-case scenario, major flooding would occur in Celina, Hartsville, Gallatin, Hendersonville, Mt. Juliet, Goodlettsville, Lakewood and Nashville, according to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

2. Associated Press
November 3, 2006 
Fresno sues federal government, Boeing in airport cleanup dispute 
FRESNO, Calif. - The City of Fresno filed suit in federal court Wednesday against the U.S. government, two federal agencies and Boeing Co., seeking up to $26 million in aid efforts to clean up Fresno-Yosemite International Airport.
City officials began the cleanup more than a decade ago after groundwater monitoring systems found a high presence of the cleaning solvent trichloroethylene in wells.
The city owns the airport, part of which was used as a U.S. Army base in World War II, and later as an aircraft refurbishing center.
The government and a military contractor bought by Boeing used the solvent to clean aircraft there and left behind contamination, City Attorney James Sanchez said.

3. Baltimore Sun
November 3, 2006 
Office-Retail Complex Planned At Fort Meade 
Developer Trammell Crow to build two golf courses in exchange for prime site outside main gate 
By Lorraine Mirabella, Sun reporter 
The developer tapped by the Army to redevelop 540 acres of Fort Meade is proposing a $700 million office and retail project at the prime location just outside the main gate.
The area around the fort is rapidly expanding as thousands of new workers start to flock to Fort Meade as part of a reorganization of the nation's military bases.
Trammell Crow Co., of Dallas, has proposed building more than 2 million square feet of offices in about 15 buildings spanning three, park-like office campuses on 173 vacant acres north of Route 175, a vice president of the company said yesterday.
4. Sacramento Bee
November 3, 2006 
Levee gives river room to move 
Project will control flooding along Bear River 
By DEB KOLLARS 
There are various ways to control flooding from rivers. Build taller levees. Park a dam upstream. Engineer a bypass channel to divert waters running high.
Or, instead of trying to pen in a river, give it more room to flow. 
On the winding Bear River in Yuba County, work is wrapping up on a new stretch of levee that gives the river a wide band of land alongside it where water can spread out should flooding occur.

5. Honolulu Advertiser
November 3, 2006 
Dams, reservoirs holding up in heavy rains 
By Peter Boylan 
State and county officials are closely watching dams statewide following recent heavy rain and are continuing stability assessments set into motion by last month's twin earthquakes.
Engineers yesterday worked with state and county Civil Defense officials to monitor dams on Kaua'i, and in Wahiawa, Nu'uanu and Waimanalo on O'ahu, according to the state Department of Land and Natural resources. They also tracked the level of water at Lake Wilson in Wahiawa and at the Nu'uanu reservoir, said Ray Lovell, spokesman for state Civil Defense.
By the time a flash flood warning for O'ahu expired at 1:30 p.m. yesterday, water remained at safe levels in reservoirs and streams.
6. DefenseNews.com 
November 2, 2006 

Reconstruction Groups Must Be Protected To Advance Afghan Stability: NATO, U.N. 

By Brooks Tigner, Brussels 
NATO and U.N. officials say they are working on a plan to increase the security of nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) involved in reconstruction in Afghanistan’s volatile southern provinces. 
Though NGOs are wary of venturing into remote areas of the region, the officials insisted that the pace of reconstruction funded by the international community is outstripping the Taliban insurgency’s expanded attacks against schools, clinics and other infrastructure across the south.
NATO and NGOs “will be brainstorming next week to see how each side can help support the other. The need for this link is mutually recognized,” Daan Everts, NATO’s senior civilian representative in Afghanistan, told reporters after consultations here Nov. 2 among NATO, World Bank, U.N. and European Union officials. “We see a growing willingness of NGOs” to work with NATO’s Provincial Reconstruction Teams of military and civilian personnel, he said.
1. Central Valley (CA) Business Times
November 2, 2006 
State says it’s completed 29 ‘critical’ levee repairs 
Crews work to repair an unidentified levee section in this file photo provided by the Department of Water Resources. 
•  ‘Tremendous cooperation’ cited 
•  Repairs finished before rainy season starts

The California Department of Water Resources says emergency repairs to 29 critical levee sites in the Central Valley flood control system have been completed.
“Thanks to tremendous cooperation by state and federal agencies and hard work of the department’s levee repair team, these sites are now ready for the upcoming flood season,” says DWR Director Lester Snow.
The 29 sites were identified last spring, after Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger declared a state of emergency for California’s flood protection system. 
2. San Francisco Chronicle
November 1, 2006

Bechtel Pulling Out After 3 Rough Years Of Rebuilding Work 

By David R. Baker, Chronicle Staff Writer 

Bechtel Corp. went to Iraq three years ago to help rebuild a nation torn by war. Since then, 52 of its people have been killed and much of its work sabotaged as Iraq dissolved into insurgency and sectarian violence.
Now Bechtel is leaving. 

The San Francisco engineering company's last government contract to rebuild power, water and sewage plants across Iraq expired on Tuesday. Some employees remain to finish the paperwork, but essentially, the company's job is done.
Bechtel's contracts were part of an enormous U.S. effort to put Iraq back on its feet after decades of wars and sanctions. That rebuilding campaign, once touted as the Marshall Plan of modern times, was supposed to win the hearts of skeptical Iraqis by giving them clean water, dependable power, telephones that worked and modern sanitation. 
President Bush said he wanted the country's infrastructure to be the very best in the Middle East. 


3. Washington Post
November 2, 2006

Federal Diary 
Trial Run Complete For Defense Employee-Rating System 

By Stephen Barr 

It's good to be a 3. 

That seems to be the message from three trial runs of a pay-for-performance system for Defense Department civil service employees.
The days when most employees were rated as "outstanding" or given the highest marks will end if the department's National Security Personnel System takes hold. Officials hope the new system will produce more rigorous ratings that have some consequence because they will be linked to salary decisions.
The NSPS uses a five-level rating system, and most employees covered by the test scored in the middle of the scale. The trial runs were held at Tinker Air Force Base in Oklahoma City, the Naval Sea Systems Command in the District, and the Defense Threat Reduction Agency at Fort Belvoir.
1. GovExec.com 
October 31, 2006 

Chain Reaction 

By Brian Friel 

Systems thinking is becoming more and more commonplace across government. One convert is the Army Corps of Engineers, which is trying to adapt its planning process so, for example, a dam project upriver doesn't ruin a wetlands plan downriver. Managers are seeing that they cannot treat individual projects as anything but interconnected parts of a larger whole. 
The Corps of Engineers is a projects agency. It designs and builds dams, floodwalls, levees and locks, dredges harbors, restores beaches and protects wetlands. Under a 1986 law, the Corps puts up some of the money to complete a project but gets some of the money from local agencies, or "cost-sharing partners." Because of that cost-sharing arrangement, the Corps has tended to approach each project individually rather than as part of a larger system, such as a watershed. 
2. Miami Herald
November 1, 2006 
Incompetence mars Iraqi reconstruction 
OUR OPINION: NO ONE CALLED TO ACCOUNT FOR WASTE, FAILURES 
In some businesses, a loss ratio of four percent might be considered acceptable. But somehow, the Pentagon has managed to lose track of 14,000 armaments, roughly one of every 25 weapons destined for Iraqi security forces. That represents an unacceptable level of failure.
This is not like the office boy raiding the supply cabinet. The lost inventory includes everything from semiautomatic pistols to rocket-propelled grenade launchers. The suspicion that some missing weapons have fallen into the hands of terrorists makes a bad situation even worse.
3. Norfolk Virginian-Pilot
November 1, 2006 
Pentagon Group Reports Progress Fighting IEDs 
By Jack Dorsey, The Virginian-Pilot 
The government has spent $6 billion trying to outwit the notorious roadside bombs that have killed more than 1,000 American troops in Iraq alone, but experts don’t agree on the success of those efforts.
In October, 51 deaths were caused by IEDs, or improvised explosive devices. That was the highest number in a year and the second-highest toll since Operation Iraqi Freedom began in March 2003.
Nearly all military commands and defense agencies – including the Joint Forces Command and Army Training and Doctrine Command, both based in Hampton Roads – are working to solve the problem of IEDs.
1. Washington Post Book Review
October 31, 2006 
Ignoring One Threat for Another 
By Stephen Flynn, 
DISASTER - Hurricane Katrina and the Failure of Homeland Security
By Christopher Cooper and Robert Block
Times. 333 pp. $26 
In 2004, the Army Corps of Engineers requested $22.5 million to address New Orleans's most pressing hurricane protection needs. The Bush administration cut that request to $3.9 million; Congress ended up appropriating $5.5 million. The next year, the White House asked for only $3 million. "It appears that the money has been moved in the president's budget to handle homeland security and the war in Iraq," Walter Maestri, director of emergency management for Jefferson Parish, remarked at the time. "I suppose that's the price we pay."
The real cost of such decisions turned out to be the near-death of one of America's great cities. New Orleans's levees and floodwalls started to collapse even before Hurricane Katrina made landfall. Faced with sustained winds barely at hurricane force and a tidal surge that peaked at less than 12 feet, the storm control system that was supposed to withstand a direct hit by a Category 3 hurricane failed catastrophically.

2. Washington Post
October 31, 2006

Auditors Say Shift Of Rebuilding To Iraqis Appears 'Broken Down' 
By Griff Witte, Washington Post Staff Writer 
Ten months into a year-long effort to transfer control of Iraq's reconstruction to the Iraqis, federal auditors say, the government there is spending very little of its own money on projects, while the process for handing off U.S.-funded work "appears to have broken down," according to findings released yesterday.
The fledgling Iraqi government, in power since May, has about $6 billion this year to devote to major rebuilding projects, representing about 20 percent of its overall budget. But auditors with the Special Inspector General for Iraq Reconstruction found that beyond paying employee salaries and administrative expenses, only a small amount of money is being spent on actual work. Auditors blamed "bureaucratic resistance within the Ministry of Finance, which traditionally has been slow to provide funds."

3. GovExec.com
October 30, 2006 
IG: Iraq contractor abused rules to limit release of data 
By Jenny Mandel 
A major Iraq reconstruction supplier has abused contracting rules by routinely marking documents as "proprietary" to shield them from public disclosure, government auditors said Friday. 
In a new report requested by the U.S. Embassy in Iraq (SIGIR-06-035), the Special Inspector General for Iraq Reconstruction found that KBR Inc., a subsidiary of Halliburton, has marked almost all documents produced under a contract for logistics support as "proprietary," limiting how government agencies can handle and share them. 
"In effect, KBR has turned [Federal Acquisition Regulation] provisions designed to protect truly proprietary information ... into a mechanism to prevent the government from releasing normally transparent information, thus potentially hindering competition and oversight," the IG found. Auditors said the practice also increases the burden on contracting staff members, who must go through a challenge process to remove the label in cases where they think it is misapplied. 
1. Washington Post 
October 28, 2006 

Construction Project Cleared Of Blame for June Flooding 

By Eric M. Weiss, Washington Post Staff Writer

Construction work on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge did not cause the flooding of houses in Fairfax County during a storm last June, according to a study released yesterday by state and bridge officials.
The storm, which started June 24 and lasted three days, broke rainfall records at Reagan National Airport, where 9.39 inches fell in 48 hours. Five people in the region died and 2,000 were evacuated, and the storm shut down federal buildings, museums and even Internal Revenue Service headquarters.
It also caused the usually placid Cameron Run to overflow, flooding numerous houses in the Huntington and Arlington Terrace area of Fairfax. Residents blamed the massive construction project, which is building a new bridge over the Potomac and has involved extensive work in and around Cameron Run.

2. New Orleans Times-Picayune
October 29, 2006 
Close MR-GO, residents tell the corps
Congress to consider the channel's future 
By Karen Turni Bazile 
A crowd of more than 200 residents of Orleans and St. Bernard parishes sounded a virtually unanimous theme Saturday at a meeting on the future of the Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet: They want complete closure of the waterway they blame for worsening Hurricane Katrina's flooding. 
"The public is demanding the channel be closed immediately. Rebuilding levees is futile without the restoration of our coast, and the key to restoring the coast below New Orleans is closing the MR-GO," said Carlton Dufrechou, executive director of the Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation. 
Federal officials called the meeting at the University of New Orleans to gather fresh public feedback as Congress considers the channel's future. 
Although Congress in 1956 authorized the Army Corps of Engineers to dredge the shipping channel, which at the time had widespread local support, the corps now has been told by Congress to present a plan to end deep-draft navigation on the channel in the wake of Katrina's destruction. 
3. Associated Press 
October 30, 2006 

Army recycling World War II buildings at Fort Lewis 
By Melanthia Mitchell 
FORT LEWIS — Materials from hundreds of dilapidated World War II-era buildings, scattered like shrapnel across this sprawling post, are headed for the salvage yard instead of the landfill in a campaign to cut the military's massive output of solid waste and save some money.
Rather than bulldozing the aging buildings, with peeling white paint and wood-framed windows swollen shut, the Army is considering recycling lead-based paint from the wood siding and offering doors, sinks and windows for reuse as a green alternative to traditional demolition.

4. Washington Post 
October 30, 2006 

Book Provides Lessons on Managing Emergencies and Strengthening Homeland Security 
By Stephen Barr 
In March 1964, a great earthquake shattered homes, harbors, roads, and water and sewer systems in Alaska, destroying communities vital to the state's economic life. Without significant rebuilding before the winter freeze, officials feared, citizens would be forced to flee to the lower 48 states.
But only four months after the quake, which had registered 9.2 on the Richter scale, a remarkable recovery was underway in Alaska. The White House had set up a reconstruction commission headed by a senator and run by a senior federal career official. The unusual legislative-executive branch arrangement put speed and muscle into the disaster recovery project.
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