USACE NEWS CLIPS
1. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
September 15, 2006 

Orleans Ave. canal pump test 'good news' 
Heavy shaking said to be under control 
By Sheila Grissett 

Test results Thursday on rebuilt drainage pumps in the Orleans Avenue Canal left a top engineer hopeful that his team is close to eliminating vibration so violent that it shut down the pumps during a trial run this summer. 
"I'm going to tell you that based on what we saw today, if there was a storm coming tomorrow and we had to close those gates, we'd be pumping water out of that canal," said Col. Jeffrey Bedey, commander of the Army Corps of Engineers' Hurricane Protection Office. "This is very good news." 

2. Spokane Spokesman-Review 
September 15, 2006 

Pollution inquiry demanded 
Impatience felt over water's contamination 

Kevin Graman, Staff writer

Residents of the Deep Creek area west of Spokane demanded a more thorough investigation into the source of groundwater contamination near a former Nike missile site during a forum with federal and state environmental and health officials Thursday night.
They are not the only ones growing impatient. 


3. Associated Press 
September 15, 2006 
        
House Makes Modest Rule Change on Earmarks 
WASHINGTON (AP) -- The House changed its rules Thursday to require lawmakers to identify the special projects they slip into legislation, a modest step toward restoring the reputation of Congress in a year of ethical lapses and scandals involving relations with lobbyists.
''We are making a commitment to changing the culture of this institution,'' said House Rules Committee Chairman David Dreier, R-Calif.

4. Associated Press 
September 15, 2006 

New Corps Study Recommends Major Levee Repairs in Northern Kansas 
A new study shows governments along the northern edge of the Kansas Missouri border must raise $12 million to raise eleven miles of levees.
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers study shows levees must be raised about three feet, 

5. Washington Post
September 15, 2006

Federal Diary 
Proposal Would Make Retirement Benefits A Factor In Bidding 

By Stephen Barr 

The Bush administration continues to have a hard time selling its plan to turn more federal work over to the private sector.
In a move that has roiled federal contractors, the Senate has proposed making retirement benefits a factor when the Defense Department puts certain federal jobs up for bid.
1. Associated Press 
September 14, 2006 

Corps to Redesign Repairs for Florida Dike 
WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) -- The Ar,my Corps of Engineers agreed Wednesday to redesign plans to repair a dike that experts say is in danger of failing if a hurricane strikes.
State-commissioned experts earlier warned that the corps' previous repair plans would not stop all leaks under the 143-mile-long Lake Okeechobee dike and make existing weaknesses worse, leaving it vulnerable to collapse.
If the dike failed, about 40,000 people would be in the direct path of danger, according to engineers. 


2. Palm Beach Post 
September 14, 2006 

Army Corps agrees to revamp Lake O dike repair plan 

By Robert P. King, Palm Beach Post Staff Writer 

The Army Corps of Engineers has agreed to a dramatic revamping of its stalled efforts to repair Lake Okeechobee's leaky Herbert Hoover Dike, replacing a design that state consultants had warned could increase the danger of a catastrophic collapse.
The new design — the latest version of a $300 million repair plan that has shifted repeatedly since 1999 — would adopt the most immediate criticisms of the state's experts, who in April labeled the 143-mile-long earthen dike a "grave and imminent danger."

3. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
September 14, 2006 

Corps: Canal project start critical 
Officials get 1 month to OK overall plan 
By Meghan Gordon 

A two-month impasse over a document that spells out how the Army Corps of Engineers will provide the first complete West Bank hurricane protection system threatens to delay completion of a Harvey Canal floodwall if local agencies don't resolve their objections within a month, a corps official said Wednesday. 
Project manager Julie Vignes told the Jefferson Parish Council that negotiations have been handed to the federal agency's top levels in an attempt to broker a compromise and avert delays in the floodwall, one item on a list of critical levee projects that would give the West Bank 100-year hurricane protection. 

4. Providence Journal 
September 14, 2006 

Breakwater needs stream of federal aid for repairs 

BY RANDAL EDGAR, Journal Staff Writer 
NARRAGANSETT -- With some 300,000 tons of rock stretching more than a mile from the shore, the Point Judith breakwater has provided a safe area for boats and eased coastal erosion along Sand Hill Cove for more than a century.
During that time, the man-made barrier has occasionally needed some shoring up -- compensation, if you will, for the pounding of the relentless storms and ocean currents that dislodge boulders and carve openings in the wall's 20-foot crest.

5. Associated Press 
September 14, 2006 

Missouri River basin runoff is low 

Runoff in the Missouri River basin continues to be extraordinarily low because of drought, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers says.

Runoff into Lake Sakakawea was only 12 percent of normal in August, and Lake Oahe set a record low elevation of 1,570.2 feet.
"Reservoir storage fell by 1.5 million acre feet in August," said Larry Cieslik, chief of the corps' water management office in Omaha, Neb.

Because of the low reservoirs, power plants on the river are expected to produce nearly 40 percent less hydropower this year, the corps said. The Western Area Power Administration, which markets the power produced by the dams, had to buy electricity last month to meet its obligations to utilities.


6. Wall Street Journal 
September 14, 2006 

Journal Nature Opens Peer-Review Process To Comments Online 

By NICHOLAS ZAMISKA

Nature, one of the world's most prestigious scientific research journals, has embarked on an experiment of its own. 

In addition to having articles submitted for publication subjected to peer reviews by a handful of experts in the field, the 136-year-old journal is trying out a new system for authors who agree to participate: posting the paper online and inviting scientists in the field to submit comments praising -- or poking holes -- in it.
1. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
September 13, 2006 

Coast projects up for funding 
Lake Borgne wetlands restoration likely to get backing 
By Mark Schleifstein, Staff writer 
A New Orleans proposal to restore a 7-mile stretch of wetlands and shoreline on Lake Borgne between Chef Menteur Pass and the Rigolets looks like the front-runner in the competition to be financed this year by the federal Breaux Act. 
A technical committee meeting today will recommend four projects to the Breaux Act Task Force from a list of 10 proposed along Louisiana's coast. The task force will give final approval to the projects on Oct. 18. The $19.6 million project, in an area known as Alligator Bend, would help protect the "East Orleans Landbridge," between Lake Borgne and Lake Pontchartrain. The project would restore wetlands and shoreline badly eroded by Hurricane Katrina. 

2. Environment and Energy Daily
September 13, 2006 
Negotiations continue on pace toward WRDA conference 
By Lucy Kafanov 
House leaders have tentatively placed a "motion to go to conference" on the Water Resources Development Act on today's floor schedule, as advocates on and off Capitol Hill try to accelerate the long-delayed legislation past Congress before a certain lame-duck session later this fall.
But several key senators remain skeptical of the move because leaders in both the House and Senate have yet to appoint conferees to iron out differences in competing versions of the multibillion dollar legislation and staff talks to that end have produced no clear results.
The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee's minority spokesman, Jim Berard, said lawmakers are pushing to get the legislation out as fast as possible by the end of the month. Even so, there is no guarantee the motion to go to conference will stay on the House agenda today.

3. New Orleans Times-Picayune Editorial 
September 13, 2006 

The right (and wrong) stuff 

Hurricane Katrina brought out the best and worst in people -- by now that's an irritating cliché. But the storm and its aftermath had the same effect on government agencies: some performed well in the crisis, and others foundered. 
The Government Accountability Office, the investigative arm of Congress, praised a number of agencies for meeting the challenges posed by Katrina, including the Coast Guard, the Internal Revenue Service and the National Weather Service. 
Good planning is what sets apart the agencies that succeeded, according to the GAO. The Coast Guard, which rescued 12,000 people, prepositioned helicopters and issued orders before the storm hit so that rescuers could act after communications were disrupted. 

4. The Atlanta Journal-Constitution Editorial 
September 13, 2006 

Whistle-blowers need protection 

By Lyle Harris 

Whistle-blowers who expose government or corporate misdeeds are often unlikely candidates for employee of the month, but they have an invaluable role in safeguarding the public. That's why recent efforts to dismantle or ignore special protections extended to whistle-blowers under federal law are so disturbing and dangerous.

For instance, a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency employee in Atlanta was granted whistle-blower status by an administrative law judge in a dispute with superiors over a contract to clean up a toxic waste site in Mississippi. When EPA lawyers appealed the judge's decision, the U.S. Attorney General's Office filed a supporting opinion claiming the government had "sovereign immunity" that exempted it from provisions of the federal Clean Water Act that give protection to whistle-blowers.


5. The American Daily 
September 12, 2006 

Senator Inhofe: Transportation, Work and Achievement

By Paul M. Weyrich mailto:jillian_writes@yahoo.com

When I came to work in the United States Senate, 40 years ago this January, I quickly learned that there are two kinds of Senators - workhorses and show horses. I dare say few, if any, high school students could name all 100. Indeed most teachers would be impressed if their high-schoolers could name the two Senators from their own State.

I have watched over the years the Senators who never met a microphone they didn’t try to get in front of. Then I have watched the Senators who work quietly on matters vital to the nation but who get very little coverage for doing so.

1. GovExec.com 
September 12, 2006 

Lawmakers weighing controversial Army Corps reforms 
By Brian Friel, National Journal 
  
Lt. Gen. Carl Strock, outgoing commander of the Army Corps of Engineers, recently accepted some of the responsibility for the inundation of New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina last year. "We do have accountability for our own design shortcomings, and we should have done more to inspect and reassess the condition of the levees and communicate with the people of New Orleans," Strock told reporters on August 24.

2. Associated Press 
September 12, 2006 

Floodgate pumps still vibrating, but some are usable 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — All 34 pump motors that Army Corps of Engineers contractors installed in the 17th Street, Orleans Avenue and London Avenue canals have been rebuilt, but retesting over the weekend showed that many of them are still vibrating at unacceptable levels.
"We've not totally solved the problem," corps pump specialist Jim St. Germain said Monday, "and we're continuing to work with the pump manufacturer and the motor manufacturer to help us determine what's going on."

3. New Orleans Times-Picayune Editorial 
September 12, 2006 

The state vs. MR-GO 

Louisiana has a huge stake in what happens to the Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet, and state officials should be among those pushing to close the destructive shipping channel and restore the wetlands that it has wiped out over the last 40 years. 
That's why it was the right decision for the state to put its weight behind a federal class-action lawsuit against the Army Corps of Engineers that aims at both goals. 

4. Sacramento Bee 
September 12, 2006 

Federal levee proposal wouldn't save old oaks 

By Matt Weiser - Bee Staff Writer

Federal officials have concluded that a conventional levee is the safest way to improve one of the most vulnerable points on the American River, a blow to some residents who hoped to save heritage oak trees at the site.
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers announced Monday its preferred solution for the so-called Mayhew levee is a standard earthen embankment with a broad 3-to-1 slope along the river. Only this design, it found, can withstand high river flows without erosion and seepage.

5. Bismarck (ND) Tribune 
September 12, 2006 

Corps' sandbar spraying to begin

By RICHARD HINTON, Bismarck Tribune 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will begin its habitat restoration work this week for two species of protected birds, weather permitting.

The project targets six sandbars on Lake Oahe, south of Bismarck. The sandbars are located from near the MacLean Bottoms pistol range to Eckroth Corner, about three or four miles downstream.

6. Wall Street Journal 
September 12, 2006 

Cubicle Culture 
Yes, Sell All My Stocks.
No, the 3:15 From JFK.
And Get Me Mr. Sister. 

By Jared Sandburg

A few months ago, Victor Grillo, the chief executive of a marketing company, was in his office doing two things at once -- neither of them very well.
He was on the phone booking a vacation in Mexico while also composing an email to four of his lieutenants about the need to fire a fifth. He sent the email, and was continuing with his travel agent. All of a sudden, he "got the nagging feeling that something wasn't right."
His "Sent" messages folder revealed he had inadvertently sent the message to the person on the block. In a panic, Mr. Grillo hastily told the travel agent to finish booking the trip. He then made a mayday call to IT. Too late; an angry R-rated email soon arrived from the canned employee. And when he got to Mexico, Mr. Grillo learned he'd been booked into a presidential suite at $3,000 a night.
1. Army News Service
September 10, 2006 
9/11 heroes: Corps of Engineers' boat crews 
By Justine Barati

            WASHINGTON (Army News Service, Sept. 10, 2006) – Immediately after the second tower of the World Trade Center collapsed Sept. 11, 2001, members of the Corps of Engineers' fleet were underway.
            Stationed along the Hudson River for a Coast Guard boat-safety class, the Corps’ boats from the Philadelphia and New York districts became taxis to safety for people trying to flee the scene.

2. Washington Times
September 10, 2006 
Pentagon Memorial Raises Half Its Cost 

By Derrill Holly, Associated Press 
            
Organizers for a memorial to the 184 persons killed at the Pentagon in the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks continue to struggle to raise the $22 million needed for construction.
            They once had hoped the memorial would be completed by tomorrow, the fifth anniversary of the attacks but now say only half of the building costs have been raised and the opening has been postponed until fall 2008.

3. Los Angeles Times 
September 11, 2006 

Many of Katrina's Migrant Workers Go Unpaid 
With oversight lacking, layers of subcontractors take advantage of a cash-based economy and those hired to help in the reconstruction.
By Sam Quinones, Times Staff Writer

NEW ORLEANS — When attorney Luz Molina met a worker on a street corner to talk about how he'd been stiffed of wages he was owed for helping install a roof, they weren't alone for long.

As they spoke, five other men approached Molina with their own stories of work they had not been paid for.


5. Palm Beach Post 
September 11, 2006 

Benefits of lowering Lake O debated 

By Robert P. King, Palm Beach Post Staff Writer 

What's a fair sacrifice for protecting the lives of tens of thousands of people? 

That's the choice South Florida water managers are confronting as they debate a federal plan to lower Lake Okeechobee's water levels year-round — as they and the governor who appointed them requested months ago.
A lower lake would be healthier for the lake, its fish and the people and businesses that depend on them, scientists and environmentalists say. It also would be safer for people living near the leak-prone Herbert Hoover Dike, which a state-commissioned report has labeled a "grave and imminent danger" because of damage from years of high water.

6. Los Angeles Times 
September 10, 2006 

Ventura River Is Undammed If They Get OK, Dammed If They Don't 
Efforts to remove Matilija Dam still await congressional approval. And the project is still not out of the weeds, so to speak.
By Catherine Saillant, Times Staff Writer

Two foes stand in the way of restoring the Ventura River to a free-flowing state: bureaucratic infighting over removal of the upstream Matilija Dam and the ever-hardy Arundo weed.

Six years after a Clinton administration official removed a ceremonial chunk of the 198-foot-high dam north of Ojai, Congress has yet to authorize efforts to take down the obsolete structure.

7. New York Times 
September 3, 2006 

Rejection of Preservation Project Ripples Through Long Beach 
By BEN GIBBERD 

LONG BEACH, N.Y. 
IT may have left no physical damage in its wake, but the recent communal storm in this oceanfront city over the future of its beaches has realigned the political and environmental landscape. 
Despite fears about the city’s vulnerability to a major hurricane, the five-member City Council, three Democrats and two Republicans, voted unanimously in May to reject a $98.5 million beach preservation project by the Army Corps of Engineers that was designed to protect Long Beach from ocean flooding. 
1. Associated Press 
September 8, 2006 

Hanford plant now $12.2 billion 
Estimated cost of project keeps growing 

By SHANNON DININNY, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

YAKIMA -- The cost to build a massive waste treatment plant at the Hanford Nuclear Reservation rose to $12.2 billion Thursday, as the Energy Department announced the results of a new review by the Army Corps of Engineers.
The new estimate does not include any fee to be paid to Bechtel National, the contractor hired to build the plant at the highly contaminated site.
The vitrification plant is being built to convert millions of gallons of radioactive waste to glasslike logs for permanent disposal in a nuclear waste repository. The plant has long been considered the cornerstone of cleanup at the Hanford site, but the project has been mired in cost overruns, construction problems and delays.

2. Associated Press 
September 8, 2006 

Residents blame government for spring flood in N. Idaho 

Residents along northern Idaho's Kootenai River say they blame federal dam managers for spring floods that caused an estimated $10 million in crop losses and damage to 40 miles of flood-control levees.

That's what managers with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers heard at a public meeting Wednesday to examine the causes behind the flood last June, the The Spokesman-Review reported.


3. Washington Post
September 8, 2006 
Help Wanted 
Come Train Iraqis For Public Works Projects 

Know something about public works and don't mind a bit of internecine strife in your workplace? This one may be for you.
The joint military command in Iraq is seeking a team to train 100 senior and mid-level employees of the Iraq Ministry of Construction and Housing how to exercise oversight over the policy, planning and construction of public buildings, military facilities, housing, roads and bridges funded by the Baghdad government.
In U.S. terms, the ministry is the equivalent of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Federal Highway Administration, the Department of Housing and Urban Development and the General Services Administration all wrapped in one.
1. Washington Post
September 7, 2006

Corps Of Engineers Lacking Flood Plan? 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers lacks a strategic plan to spend more than $7 billion approved by Congress for levee and flood-control projects in greater New Orleans, risking a repeat of the piecemeal approach that led to catastrophic systemic failures after Hurricane Katrina last year, congressional auditors reported yesterday.
While the Corps has spent more than $1 billion to repair southeastern Louisiana's broken levee system by this summer -- more than the $738 million it cost to build over 40 years -- billions more are coming for further work, such as adding pumps and canal gates, raising and reinforcing levees and storm-proofing pumping stations, the Government Accountability Office said in a report.

2. USA Today 
September 7, 2006 

Report: U.S. not ready for disaster 

By Mimi Hall and Anne Rochell Konigsmark, USA TODAY 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. isn't prepared to handle disasters and lacks an effective way to track $88 billion doled out to help rebuild the Gulf Coast after last year's killer hurricanes, according to government reports released Wednesday.
The reports by the Government Accountability Office (GAO), Congress' investigative agency, say that safeguards are not in place to ensure speedy responses to the nation's next catastrophe.
"We are clearly better off than we were five years ago and one year ago, but we are not where we need to be," said GAO Comptroller General David Walker.

3. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
September 7, 2006 

GAO raps some knuckles on recovery 
Homeland Security, corps are scolded 
By Bill Walsh and Mark Schleifstein, Staff writers 
  
The billions of dollars being spent in Hurricane Katrina recovery aren't being adequately monitored, the Army Corps of Engineers lacks a comprehensive plan for storm protection around New Orleans and a key blueprint for responding to the next disaster has yet to be completed, the Government Accountability Office said in three reports issued Wednesday.
Few new revelations emerged from the most recent analyses of the nation's costliest disaster, which over the past year has been the subject of two congressional investigations, a White House review, several books and 30 reports by the GAO. 
Still, the Government Accountability Office's reports serve to draw attention to gaps in the federal preparations for the next disaster and the government's ability to respond. 

4. The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
September 7, 2006 

Report fails to settle tri-state water fight 

By STACY SHELTON 

The operation of federal dams on the Chattahoochee River does not jeopardize endangered and threatened species in Florida, according to a report released Wednesday by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Georgia, Florida and Alabama --- the three states fighting over the Chattahoochee since 1990 --- had been waiting on the 176-page biological opinion since the spring. Georgia has said the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, which operates the dams, is sending too much water to Florida. Florida has argued it needs even more to protect the Gulf sturgeon fish and rare freshwater mussels.

The findings did nothing to settle the disagreements between the states. Alabama and Florida immediately filed lawsuits.

1. Associated Press 
September 6, 2006 

Nursing Home Owners Sue Over Katrina 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- Two nursing home owners who were arrested after 34 of their patients died in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina are suing the government, saying federal, state and local officials failed to keep residents safe and evacuate vulnerable citizens as the storm approached.
An attorney for Salvador and Mabel Mangano said Tuesday that the lawsuit was filed last week, just before the anniversary of the storm.
The Manganos own St. Rita's nursing home in St. Bernard Parish, a coastal suburb of New Orleans badly flooded by Katrina.

2. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
September 6, 2006 

Corps awards contract to raise levee 
Sinking East Jefferson section to gain 3 feet 
By Sheila Grissett, Kenner bureau 
The Army Corps of Engineers has awarded a $4.56 million contract to add an additional three feet to a section of sinking East Jefferson hurricane levee, a job that would have been done several years ago had not corps appropriations for levee work been drastically slashed.
  
What a difference a hurricane makes. 
Since Katrina breached floodwalls and overtopped levees a year ago, killing almost 1,600 residents and destroying entire neighborhoods, Congress and the Bush administration have appropriated billions of dollars to raise levees throughout southeast Louisiana and make other improvements to strengthen the system of protection revealed by the hurricane to be substandard. 

3. New Orleans Times-Picayune Editorial 
September 6, 2006 

Loud and clear on MR-GO 

Congress isn't confused about what to do with the Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet: back in June, lawmakers ordered the Army Corps of Engineers to come up with a comprehensive plan to close or modify the shipping channel and address storm protection issues. 
That's the right focus. The 76-mile shortcut between the Industrial Canal and the Gulf of Mexico has wiped out 27,000 acres of wetlands in St. Bernard Parish since it opened in 1965, leaving that parish and parts of New Orleans far more vulnerable to storm surge. 
But while the congressional marching orders are clear, the corps seems to be going in a different direction. Agency officials say that they are considering deeper alternatives, not just those that reduce the channel's depth to 14 feet or less. They said they'll present Congress with a range of options, from sealing off MR-GO to maintaining its present depth. And Col. Richard Wagenaar said that the corps will make clear to Congress the economic cost of closing the channel down to 14 feet. 

4. Alton (IL) Telegraph 
August 29, 2006 

Katrina: One year later 
By STEVE WHITWORTH , The Telegraph 
        ALTON - Hurricane Katrina roared ashore on the Gulf Coast one year ago today, bringing catastrophic flooding in New Orleans and Mississippi, claiming more than 1,300 lives and causing more than $150 billion in damages. 
        The man who has overseen the effort to recover from this historic disaster is Brig. Gen. Robert Crear, commander of the Mississippi Valley Division of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The division's boundaries extend from Canada to the Gulf of Mexico, including portions of 12 states. 
        Crear also serves as commander of Task Force Hope, the designation given to the division's effort in support of the Federal Emergency Management Agency's national response plan to Hurricane Katrina. 
Associated Press: Dropping river, dropping profits
By Chris Talbott, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

VICKSBURG, Miss. — With every few inches the Mississippi River drops this
summer, Billy Joe Ragland and thousands of farmers just like him lose money.

The drought that is causing the Mississippi to dwindle started in the spring of 2005 and hasn't loosened its grip yet.

It's bad enough that the dry conditions are hurting his yields of soybeans,  corn and cotton. But now low water is beginning to affect the fragile transportation system relied upon by farmers and factories in America's heartland.

Los Angeles Times: Errors, Costs Stall Nuclear Waste Project
Radioactive sludge that threatens the Columbia River is still untouched after years of setbacks. The job's complexity has taxed U.S. expertise.
By Ralph Vartabedian, Times Staff Writer

RICHLAND, Wash. — On a desert plateau seven miles from the Columbia River, a massive federal project to clean up a Cold War-era nuclear weapons plant is deeply troubled.

The effort to avoid a future environmental calamity here, at the most polluted site in North America, is a priority of the Energy Department but has foundered because of engineering mistakes and runaway costs. Fifty-three million gallons of radioactive sludge, most of it the texture of ketchup, is stored in scores of underground tanks, some of which have leaked for years.

Miami Herald Commentary: Dike is rotten to the Corps, but keep it a secret

BY FRED GRIMM
Not that the best darned bass fishing destination in the world shouldn't be ranked high on Osama bin Laden's to-do list.
An attack on bass fishing would surely constitute an attack on a fundamental American religious pursuit. Preachers around Lake Okeechobee would admit that -- among the men, anyway -- the lake attracts a bigger congregation on Sunday morning than any church in the vicinity.
New Orleans Times-Picayune: Just close MR-GO, the corps is urged
Some accuse agency of evading a directive to fix the problems
 
By Matthew Brown West Bank bureau
Opponents of the Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet, including U.S. Sen. David Vitter, are stepping up pressure on the Army Corps of Engineers to shut down the shipping channel and deal with its enduring environmental legacy: thousands of acres of eroded marshes blamed for allowing Katrina's storm surge to slam into the region virtually unchecked. 

Pacific Stars & Stripes: New Camp Carroll hotel set to open in October

By Franklin Fisher, Stars and Stripes
Workers are putting the finishing touches on a five-story, 50-room hotel at Camp Carroll in Waegwan.
Officials hope for a grand opening in November but are working toward a “soft opening” sometime in October, said Jake Sparks, lodging program manager with the Army’s Installation Management Agency-Korea Region Office.
will replace an older, 16-room hotel in Building S-141.
1. Associated Press 
September 1, 2006 

Commander of the Army's Corps of Engineers reviews Katrina 

By RICHARD PYLE, Associated Press Writer 

NEW YORK -- The commander of the Army's Corps of Engineers conceded that bad levee design and other factors within its responsibility contributed to the flooding of New Orleans during Hurricane Katrina, but refused to accept all the blame heaped on by critics.

"I haven't enjoyed being the first commander to have to account for the Corps' actions in 200 years, but it was the right thing to do," Lt. Gen. Carl Strock said Thursday. "We have to show people that we are accountable for our actions."


2. Washington Post Commentary 
September 1, 2006 

Why Rebuild The Big Easy? 

By Eugene Robinson

NEW ORLEANS -- Before I try my very best to make you care about levees, floodwalls and wetlands, first let's deal with a more engaging question: Why rebuild New Orleans at all?

After all they've been through, New Orleanians tend to just sputter and fume when asked whether their city hasn't somehow forfeited its right to exist. I don't blame them one bit -- they don't owe anyone an answer. But the question is out there, and ignoring it doesn't make it go away: Why should taxpayers spend billions to reconstruct and safeguard a city that lies below sea level, wedged between the continent's greatest river and a vast "lake" that's really an estuarine arm of the nearby Gulf of Mexico? Inevitably, skeptics point out, another Katrina or Wilma will come along and destroy New Orleans again.


3. GovExec.com 
September 1, 2006 

Bush declines to offer alternative pay raise plan 
By Karen Rutzick 

President Bush let an Aug. 31 deadline pass without submitting an alternative across-the-board 2007 pay raise for white-collar federal employees, providing a de facto endorsement for a 1.7 percent raise. 
A formula in the 1990 Federal Employees Pay Comparability Act sets the across-the-board increase at 0.5 percentage points less than the annual change in the Employment Cost Index at the end of the preceding September. This year, that number amounts to 1.7 percent. It does not include additional locality pay, which is determined using a different formula. 
<<govexecbushpay1sep.doc>> 
