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Damage assessed in calm before next storm 

By JOHN IWASAKI, P-I REPORTER
Seven Western Washington rivers flowed above flood stage Wednesday while waters receded in other areas, some roads opened, officials assessed damage and cleanup efforts increased.
Water is slowly receding in the submerged Snoqualmie Valley, as peak flows dropped on the Snoqualmie and Tolt rivers.
Flood warnings remained at 13 spots on the waterways, including the Snoqualmie River near Carnation, the Snohomish River near Monroe and Snohomish, the White River near Buckley and the Cedar River near Landsburg and Renton.
Most rivers have crested or are nearing their crest, the National Weather Service said.

With a break in the weather, the Army Corps of Engineers released water from dams on the White, Green and Cedar rivers Wednesday to create reservoir capacity behind the dams to hold expected weekend rainfall.
That controlled procedure could cause more flooding in some residential areas near the White River, officials said.
On the Cedar River, Seattle Public Utilities let water spill over the Masonry Dam above Landsburg, also to accommodate the next storm system.
"We're gearing up to match (Tuesday night's peak) flow," spokesman Andy Ryan said Wednesday. "The net effects downstream will not be noticeable."
Fifteen all-time record flows were recorded Monday and Tuesday on Western Washington rivers, according to the U.S. Geological Survey. 
They included the Snoqualmie River, where water rushed by near Carnation at 70,500 cubic feet per second, and the Skykomish River near Gold Bar, where the flow reached 114,000 cfs. Both previous records were set in 1990.
The Snohomish River topped dikes Wednesday near Snohomish, said John Engel, an engineer with Snohomish County's surface-water management division. Most homes in the area are built on elevated lots, he said, though a few in the flood plain might be damaged. 
County governments are making initial assessments of damage to homes and businesses. That information will be passed on to the state's Office of Emergency Management, which will join the Federal Emergency Management Agency in quantifying the damage.
The resulting report will be used by the state to bolster its request for federal aid.
"One thing we have to do is wait for the floodwaters to go down," said Mark Stewart, a state emergency management spokesman. "We'll move as fast as the floodwaters will let us."
The Corps of Engineers is working in seven river basins and has distributed more than 300,000 sandbags. The corps monitors 110,000 levees in Western Washington, making repairs where needed as a result of this week's floods.
Crews reopened portions of state Routes 202 and 203 in Snoqualmie Valley Wednesday, along with a previously closed portion of Northeast Woodinville Duvall Road.
Thirty-five King County roads remained closed Wednesday, down from at least 42 at the height of the floods. 
More rain is expected Friday, "just a rainstorm, not a flooding rain," said forecaster Chris Burke at the weather service. After showers over the weekend, more rain is forecast for Monday. 
The storm that generated the flooding was "the fifth 10-year event in the last 16 years," Burke said, preceded by exceptional storms in 1990, 1995, 1996 and 2003.
Of the five shelters once available for King County evacuees, three have closed, with Red Cross sites still open in Issaquah and Kent. 
Six people took shelter Wednesday night at the Issaquah Community Center, down from 48 on Monday.
The numbers dropped as family and friends made arrangements with evacuees.
"We've been able to help people make connections," shelter manager Kelly Whitcomb said. "There's nothing like a nice, warm house."



This report includes information from The Associated Press.
