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Area expected to get reprieve from big soaking 

Next 2 days may hold showers; another drenching looms

By SCOTT GUTIERREZ, P-I REPORTER
Waterlogged Western Washingtonians can take solace in the forecasts for today and Thursday. 
While the National Weather Service predicts cloudy skies and a chance of showers, it's not expected to be like the record rainfall this weekend that drenched the region. 
"We're not expecting any kind of flooding or heavy rainfall for the weekend. We're looking at best bet -- a reprieve from the soaking that we got," said Johnny Burg, a weather service meteorologist. The amount of rain expected over the next few days -- a quarter-inch to a half-inch per day -- is well below Monday's 3.29 inch total recorded at Sea-Tac Airport.
The Army Corps of Engineers pitched in rocks and more than 250,000 sandbags to protect roads and property, and shore up levees. Teams of corps members, including 40 flood engineers at eight river basins, are focusing their efforts primarily in the Skagit, Puyallup, Green and Wynoochee valleys. 
As of 9 p.m. Tuesday, the Snoqualmie River continued to rise near Duvall. Water levels stayed high in the Cedar and Green rivers, with moderate flooding expected in lowland areas along both rivers. A King County flood patrol crew planned to monitor the Green River overnight.
King County road services division reported 42 road closures and limited access to some parts of King County, particularly in the Snoqualmie Valley.
Late Tuesday, authorities closed parts of Miller River Road Northeast and Northeast Money Creek Road in Skykomish. Other closures included Carnation-Duvall Road Northeast in Carnation and Northeast Woodinville-Duvall Road between state Route 203 and West Snoqualmie Valley Road in Duvall.
As flooding recedes, officials plan to begin assessing damages and gathering information to be submitted to Gov. Chris Gregoire, who will decide whether to ask for federal assistance.
It could be several weeks before state and federal officials determine whether Washington will receive aid from the Federal Emergency Management Agency, King County officials said in a statement. In the meantime, they've asked homeowners and businesses to report how much flood damage they sustained. 
-- King County has established a hot line for residents and business owners to call: 800-523-5044. 
Detached garages, storage buildings and secondary homes should not be reported. The hot line also is not for damaged orchards and crops, which should be reported to the Farm Service Agency and state Department of Agriculture. 
-- In Seattle, report all flooding to Seattle Public Utilities, 206-386-1800. In unincorporated King County: 206-296-1900. Report river flooding: 206- 296-4535.
