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TODAY'S FOCUS

Spiraling Technology into the Current Force 

What is it? The Army identifies combat proven equipment that has been employed in Iraq and Afghanistan, and then evaluates these systems for fielding to other units in the Army. A U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command led team, in collaboration with the Army Staff determines which items of equipment are introduced into theater based on the Combatant Commander's stated needs, studies of trends and statistics, and technological solutions presented by industry. 

What has the Army done? To date, the Army has identified systems below for potential fielding to the current force: 

* Interceptor Body Armor Improvements: Extends protection of vulnerable parts of Soldiers' bodies through Deltoid and Auxiliary Protection. 
* Magnified Combat Optical:Increases marksmanship accuracy in all lighting conditions using an optical gun sight for the M-16 family of weapons. 
* Improved First Aid Kit:Helps our wounded Soldiers better survive hemorrhaging and airway injuries. 
Property Book and Unit Supply Enhanced: Helps supply administrators see and document equipment status and transactions instantly. 
* Improvised Explosive Device (IED) Route Clearance Package: Allows Soldiers to clear IEDs from roads while also improving their protection from these deadly devices. The package includes the Buffalo, the Medium Mine Protected Vehicle (RG31), and the Interim Vehicle Mounted Mine Detection System. 
* Armored Security Vehicle: A light armored wheeled vehicle with complete armor protection. Helps our Soldiers survive an attack from light machinegun fire and grenades.

What efforts does the Army plan to continue in the future? This effort will be conducted annually, or more often, as directed by the Army's Senior Leadership. In its second iteration, the Army has identified systems below for potential fielding to the current force:

Continue 

For more information on this and other topics see Addendum J in the Army Posture Statement.
INFORMATION YOU CAN USE

Army $1000 Referral Bonus Program - Refer a qualified applicant and receive a $1000 Referral Bonus when the applicant completes military training. 

The Army has implemented a pilot program which allows Soldiers to refer applicants to recruiters. Soldiers who make referrals may receive a referral bonus for referring anyone who is qualified, has no prior military service in the Armed Forces, and completes military training. Immediate family members do not qualify as a referral. The applicant must enlist in the Regular Component of the Army, Army Reserve, or Army National Guard, and complete Basic and Advanced Individual Training (AIT). Additional details about the program and eligible Soldiers may be obtained at www.usarec.army.mil/smart or www.1800goguard.com/esar.
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Power Mishaps At APG Probed (EB | BS) 
· Three Colonels at Fort Bragg Nominated for General (AT) 
· Metal Shortages Hinder Army Aircraft in Iraq (AT) 
· 1st COSCOM Conducts Last Airborne Operation (ARNews)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Bin Laden Aide Reported Killed (AT) 
· Baghdad Patrols Stepped Up (AT) 
· Military To Protect U.S. Aid Teams In Iraq (EB | WP) 
· Commanders Protest Policy That Lets Iraqi Troops Quit (EB | USAT)
OF INTEREST

· Moussaoui Details His Hatred of America (YAH) 
· Vet Awarded Bronze Star, Purple Heart After 60 years (AT) 
· More Say U.S. Focus Should Be Home (EB | USAT) 
· More Retired Generals Call For Rumsfeld's Resignation (EB | NYT) 
· Drives Outline Military Tactics (EB | LAT) 
· Army Reverses Court Secrecy In Murder Hearing (EB | SB)
WORLD VIEW

· Who will Pay Iraq for US's TacticalErrors? (JNG | Story) 
· Rumsfeld Under Friendly Fire for 'Flawed Leadership Paid in Blood' (TOL | Story) 
· Imminent Decline of an Empire (AJ | Story) 
· Anti-Rumsfeld Chorus Grows (ST | Story)
WHAT'S BEING SAID IN BLOGS

· Cheney and Rumsfeld Are Secretly Fomenting a War In Iran (BS) 
· Iran and Iraq: More Parallels (WJC) 
· Why Rumsfield's Fantasy Land May be Reality (HAM) 
· CSI: Iraq (Iraqi Police Receive Forensic Equipment) (FR)
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Rapid Equipping Force 

What is it? Rapid Equipping Force REF is an operational activity that rapidly provides combat commanders with cutting-edge solutions that increase lethality, improve force protection and enhance survivability. The REF takes operational guidance from the Army Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations and reports to the Vice Chief of Staff, Army. REF works directly with operational commanders to find solutions to identified equipping requirements. REF accomplishes its mission by working in partnership with U.S. Army Material Command, industry, academia, Army senior leaders, the U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command, the Army acquisition community, and the Army Test and Evaluation Command to meet immediate Warfighter needs. The mission of the REF is to rapidly provide operational commanders with employable solutions to enhance lethality, survivability and force protection through insertion of commercial/government off-the-shelf and future force technologies, while ensuring the Army remains ahead of an adaptive enemy. A primary task of the REF is to focus on solutions to counter Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) and to directly support the Joint IED Defeat Task Force. In its General Support role to the Army, REF forward teams quickly identify and evaluate the needs and desired capabilities of our forces. The REF develops and rapidly acquires appropriate solutions while documenting a streamlined methodology for acquisition with the cooperation and oversight of the Army Acquisition Executive.

What has the Army done? To date, the REF has introduced over 87 different types of equipment, providing more than 15,000 items to Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom units. REF solutions include: robots like the PACKBOT and MARCBOT for interrogating caves and suspicious packages for booby traps and improvised explosive devices; personnel and vehicle scanning systems; persistent surveillance systems; digital translators for Soldiers to communicate with locals in their own language; explosive material detectors; and much more. REF technologies save Soldiers' lives. REF adaptive practices are at the forefront of Army modernization and serve as a catalyst and change agent for Army transformation. 

What efforts does the Army plan to continue in the future? The Army will continue to utilize REF as a means to rapidly provide combat commanders with cutting-edge solutions to increase lethality, improve force protection and enhance survivability.

Why is this important to the Army? These solutions may result in procurement of new or existing military/commercial materiel equipment, or accelerated development of a future force materiel solution for insertion into the current force now. The REF support to the Joint IED Defeat Task Force saves Soldiers' lives by providing greater force protection. By researching and developing counter IED material solutions the REF is providing our Soldiers with modern technology faster than the standard acquisition process. The REF will remain a key initiative to the Army in support of the Global War on Terrorism.

For additional information click here. 

For more information on this and other topics see Addendum J in the Army Posture Statement.
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY
· Rumsfeld Rebuked By Retired Generals (EB | WP) 

· USJFCOM Senior Enlisted Visits Soldiers in Djibouti (ARNews) 

· Coalition Launches 'Operation Mountain Lion' in Afghanistan (ARNews) 

· Army Children Launch Communication Web Site (Army.com)

WAR ON TERROR NEWS
· 22 Killed In Bombing Near Shi'ite Mosque (EB | WT) 

· Officials Revise Toll in Terrorist Attack on Afghan School (AFIS) 

· No-Fly Zone Duty Prepared Pilots for OIF Missions (AFIS) 

· Troops Find Weapons Caches Across Afghanistan (AFIS) 

· Iraqi Says He Plans To Convene Parliament (EB | NY)

OF INTEREST
· New CD: Some Rap Their Way to Relief from War’s Stress (AT) 

· Analysts Say A Nuclear Iran Is Years Away (EB | NY) 

· Data Leaks Persist From Afghan Base (EB | LAT) 

· Military Recruiters, Confronted By Crowd, Leave Campus Job Fair (EB | SFG)

WORLD VIEW
· Striking Iran: Much Ado About Nothing? (AJ | Story) 

· Ahmadinejad: Those Creating Nuisance for Nuclear Program Owe Apology to Iran (AN | Story) 

· US Planning Major Air Attack On Iran (CC | Story) 

· The Slander That Launched Don Rumsfeld's Career (MTH | Story) 

· Ivan Eland: Veneration of the Military (PC | Story)

WHAT'S BEING SAID IN BLOGS
· Rummy vs. 6 Generals (BS) 

· Supporting the Troops with E. Coli (HFA) 

If They Don't Get It... (BS) Edition: Wed, April 12, 2006
Printable Version
TODAY'S FOCUS
Defense Integrated Military Human Resources System 

What is it? Defense Integrated Military Human Resources System (DIMHRS) Personnel and Pay (Pers/Pay) is an internet based single, integrated military personnel and pay management system for all Department of Defense (DoD) military Services and components designed to support peacetime and wartime readiness requirements.

What has the Army done? To better support fielding of DIMHRS, the Army Enterprise Human Resources Systems (eHRS) Division was transferred to the Army's operational personnel command, Human Resources Command. Additionally, the Army established an Army DIMHRS Liaison Office at the Joint Program Management Office (JPMO). Key activities ongoing included the mapping of data, review of functional requirements, and resolution of functional issues. Planning documents developed included the Training Support Plan, Change Management and the Deployment Plan. In support of the strategic program pause directed by the Deputy Secretary of Defense in June 2005, the Army completed an end-to-end assessment of DIMHRS referred to as the Army DIMHRS Go-Forward Assessment. The outcome revealed that the Army can leverage DIMHRS work to date, and from a functional perspective, DIMHRS is a viable Army personnel and pay option. The Deputy Secretary of Defense directed that the Army proceed with DIMHRS in December 2005 and that overall management of the DIMHRS program be moved to the Business Transformation Agency (BTA). The BTA is in the process of refining processes and procedures for management of the DIMHRS program.

What efforts does the Army plan to continue in the future? Beginning in January 2006, the Army will work directly with the DIMHRS developer/implementer to further refine the Army's requirements for DIMHRS and to determine the functionality DIMHRS can provide. Information garnered from this analysis will be furnished to the managers of the Army's legacy personnel and pay systems so that work to prepare those systems to be subsumed by DIMHRS can begin. While DIMHRS is expected to subsume a large percentage of the Army's functional requirements some functionality supported by existing legacy systems will not be subsumed and must be supported by legacy systems managers. Using the input from the functional analysis those legacy systems managers from all Army Components will decide the best plans for keeping required functionality alive and act upon those plans.

Why is this important to the Army? The Army's aging legacy systems do not adequately support wartime requirements (i.e., mobilization, dwell time) or critical core functionality across all three Army Components. The capabilities provided by DIMHRS are essential to support a Modular, expeditionary Army and the Personnel Services Delivery Redesign doctrine. Some of the important capabilities include: integrated personnel and pay, standard data, flexibility to support future requirements, asset visibility, a single (logical) record for each Solider, potential to support Joint Operations, ability to mobilize and demobilize quickly, efficiencies gained by workflow and self-service, and improved pay accuracy.

For more information on this and other topics see Addendum J in the Army Posture Statement.




NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY
· Line-of-Sight Program Improving Training, Range Construction (ARNews) 

· Stryker Troops Train in Korea (ARNews) 

· Report: Army Corps Overpaid On Katrina Classrooms (EB | USAT) 

· Sculpting New War Discipline (EB | SB)

WAR ON TERROR NEWS
· Troops In Iraq Caught In Middle of Power Struggle (EB | AT) 

· Five U.S. Troops Killed in Iraq (WP) 

· U.S., Iraqi Troops Find Weapons Caches; Insurgents Detained (AFIS) 

· Military Brass Defends War Plan (EB | MH)

OF INTEREST
· Family of AR Soldier Receives Silver Star (ARNews) 

· Army Coach Loved By Many (EB | USAT) 

· U.S. Military Looks Into Data Sales In Afghanistan (EB) 

· C-5 Accident Survivor Gives Account of Crash (AT)

WORLD VIEW
· U.S. Turns the Globe Into Toxic Wasteland (AJ | Story) 

· US Warns Iran on Nuclear Claims (AJ | Story) 

· Divorce American-Style (AH | Story) 

· Another 9/11 to Legitimize Attack on Iran? (KC | Story)

WHAT'S BEING SAID IN BLOGS
· AP Blog From Iraq (EXM) 

· Little Things Mean Alot ... (BS) 

· Ten Reasons to Stay in Afghanistan (BS) 

· US April Death Toll In Iraq Reaches Total For All Of March... (HP)

· Tactical Body Language (Pro)
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Joint Improvised Explosive Device Defeat Organization

What is it? The Joint Improvised Explosive Device Defeat Organization (JIEDDO) was established to coordinate efforts among Department of Defense and international agencies to help eliminate the threat posed by an Improvised Explosive Device (IED). IEDs are defined as make-shift or "homemade" bombs often used by enemy forces to destroy military convoys. They are currently the leading cause of casualties to troops deployed in Iraq. 

What has the Army done? The JIEDDO was created as an Army Task Force in the fall of 2003, and made joint in July 2004. The Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force all provide representatives to the task force with the majority coming from the Army. The task force is not only inter-service, but interagency and multinational. Since 2003, the JIEDDO has invested about $378 million toward the acquisition of technology to counteract radio-controlled devices used to detonate IEDs. The devices, called Counter Remote-controlled IED Devices - Electronic Warfare, (Crew), exist in several vehicle-mounted forms to assist in the defeat of IEDs. According to JIEDDO statistics, there has been a 45 percent decrease in the rate of IED casualties since April 2004. An estimated 30-40 percent of IEDs are found and rendered harmless before being detonated. 

What efforts does the Army plan to continue in the future? The Army will continue to provide all required personnel and information to assist the JIEDDO. 

Why is this important to the Army? The JIEDDO is focused on defeating the weapon causing the greatest amounts of casualties in Iraq. This Task Force provides technology and training for our Soldiers to help them survive attacks from package, vehicle-borne and suicide bomb IEDs. The Task Force has developed solutions that have been fielded and are saving lives of Soldiers today. Maintaining support for the task force is required to remain ahead of the changing enemy and to continue to decrease casualties caused by IEDs. 

INFORMATION YOU CAN USE
The Seventeenth Annual Strategy Conference at the U.S. Army War College will be held April 11-13, 2006, at Carlisle Barracks, PA. This year's conference brings together top national security strategists, senior military leaders, media, university faculty and the policy making community to consider, discuss, and debate national security strategy and to help frame vital questions that offer insights on "A Nation at War."

Conference agenda and registration

Conference speakers and panelists

The Conference will be offered for the first time by streaming video connection over Army Knowledge Online. For times and access instructions visit www.eisenhowerseries.com
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY
· Active, Guard Meet March Recruiting Goals; Reserve Misses (AT) 

· Army Exceeds Lowered Target For Recruiting Through March (EB | USAT) 

· Riggers Prepare Supplies for Afghans in Need (ARNews) 

· USAREUR Staff Gets Look at Future of Army Business (ARNews) 

· 4th ID Trains Iraqi Soldiers on GPS, Combat Lifesaving (ARNews)

WAR ON TERROR NEWS
· Al-Qaeda Arranges Most Suicide Blasts In Iraq, U.S. Says (EB | WP) 

· Bush Says Iraq Building Democracy From Saddam's Rubble (AFIS) 

· Outgunned Insurgents Rely on Ingenuity (AT) 

· Baghdad Street Patrols Resume(AT) 

· Iraqi Troops Patrol in Up-Armored Humvees (AT)

OF INTEREST
· At 41, Off To Basic Training (EB | PI) 

· Hiring Initiative Allows IED Survivors to Fight Back (ARNews) 

· Group Takes Protest to Walter Reed (AT) 

· Pentagon Channel Adds Video Podcasting to Product Line (AFIS) 

· Soldier Sentenced in Theft (MIL)

WORLD VIEW
· Why is the U.S. Determined to Create Mayhem? (ALJ | Story) 

· Young Officers in US Army Leaving at High Rates: Report (XIN | Story) 

· US Military Denies It Exaggerated Zarqawi's Role (JT | Story) 

· U.S.- Real threat to the ME (AJ | Story)

WHAT'S BEING SAID IN BLOGS
· Army Surpassing Year's Retention Goal by 15% (OCblog) 

· Iraqnow-News and Commentary Directly From IRAQ by US Army Officer and Writer (BlogLines) 

· Army Faces a Major Officer Shortage (ArmyBlog) 

· Quotes of the Morning: Supporting the Troops (FCP)

Edition: Mon, April 10, 2006
Printable Version
WHAT THEY'RE SAYING
Sexual Assault is contrary to Army values, degrades mission readiness, is a crime, and has no place in our Army. Over the past 18 months, the Army has implemented a comprehensive Sexual Assault Prevention and Response (SAPR) Program to help us address this problem. We’ve made much progress, but we still have a long way to go. 

Excerpt from 20 March 06 Army Senior Leader Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Program Proclamation signed by The Secretary, the Chief of Staff and the Sergeant Major of the Army. 

TODAY'S FOCUS
Sexual Assault Awareness Month – April 2006

What’s going on?

In conjunction with the nation’s and DoD’s observation of National Sexual Assault Awareness Month in April, Army will use the month to highlight its Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Program (SAPR). 

The Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Program reinforces the Army's commitment to eliminate incidents of sexual assault through a comprehensive policy that centers on awareness and prevention, training and education, victim advocacy, response, reporting, and accountability. Army policy promotes sensitive care and confidential reporting for victims of sexual assault and accountability for those who commit these crimes.

The goals of the Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Program are to-

• Create a climate that minimizes sexual assault incidents, which impact Army personnel, Army civilians, and family members, and, if an incident should occur, ensure that victims and subjects are treated according to Army policy.
• Create a climate that encourages victims to report incidents of sexual assault without fear.
• Establish sexual assault prevention training and awareness programs to educate Soldiers.
• Ensure sensitive and comprehensive treatment to restore victims' health and well-being.
• Ensure leaders understand their roles and responsibilities regarding response to sexual assault victims, thoroughly investigate allegations of sexual assault, and take appropriate administrative and disciplinary action.

What’s has the Army Accomplished reference Prevention?

Stood up over 18 months ago, the Army’s Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Program’s (SAPR) mission is to annihilate this crime of violence through training, education and awareness programs to prevent sexual assault. Key areas of SAPR include:

• An Army-wide victim advocacy program led by Sexual Assault Response Coordinators (SARCs)
• Deployable SARCS (DSARCs) and Unit Victim Advocates (UVA) who provide advocacy services in a deployed environment 
• Monthly Sexual Assault Review Boards (SARB) conducted by each installation commander and deployed senior mission commander, or their representative
• Sexual Assault Care Coordinators and Sexual Assault Clinical Providers who are present at military treatment facilities

Learn more about SAPR

DOD’s SAPR www.sapr.mil
Army’s SAPR www.sexualassault.army.mil
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY
· Army Surpassing Year's Retention Goal by 15% (USAT) 

· Young Officers Leaving Army At A High Rate (EB | NYTimes) 

· 2nd Bn., 6th Inf. Regt., Boosts Security in Operation Scales of Justice (ARNews) 

· Fires Bde. Builds Confidence with M1114 Lane Training (ARNews)

WAR ON TERROR NEWS
· Military Plays Up Role Of Zarqawi (EB | WP) 

· U.S. Envoy To Iraq Says Talks With Iran Delayed (EB | WP) 

· Attacks Test Iraq's Shiites (EB | CSM) 

· Troops in Iraq Note Progress, Counsel Patience on Iraqi Freedom Day (AFIS) 

· Khalilzad Emphasizes Progress, Urges Commitment on Iraqi Freedom Day (AFIS)

OF INTEREST
· U.S. Military Secrets For Sale At Afghan Bazaar (LA) 

· Texas Track Takes Toll on Most Military Teams (ARNews) 

· Dorrance Smith Approved As Next DoD Spokesman (AT) 

· Teamwork, Perseverance Keep Army team on Track (ARNews)

WORLD VIEW
· US Army kills Senior Taliban Commander in Afghanistan (Xin | Story) 

· U.S. Overstating Zarqawi’s Threat - Report (AJ | Story) 

· Another 9/11 to Legitimize Attack on Iran? (AJ | Story) 

· Iraqis Build, but U.S. Destroys Democracy (AJ | Story)

WHAT'S BEING SAID IN BLOGS
· Army Faces a Major Officer Shortage (HP) 

· Hersh: Our Military Is "Getting To The Edge" With Bush... (HP) 

· U.S. Army to Top MBA (ArmyBlog) 

· U.S. Army to Deploy 'Force Field' In Iraq (TF)
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SENIOR LEADERS ARE SAYING
"Why, in such turbulent, challenging, dangerous times as these, would anyone reenlist into the Army; why these Americans, facing deployment to a war zone – some for the second or third time -- are willing to raise their right hands and renew their oath of enlistment...(It's) because they are answering America’s Call to Duty! It is a call that summons forth their sense of duty, honor, courage."

Lt. Gen. James R. Helmly, Chief, Army Reserve


TODAY'S FOCUS
Life Cycle Management Initiative

What is it? The Army has launched the Army's Life Cycle Management (LCM) initiative designed to deliver better products to the Soldier faster, minimize life cycle cost, and enhance the synergy and effectiveness of the Army Acquisition, Logistics and Technology (ALT) communities. LCM is intended to integrate significant elements of ALT leadership responsibilities and authority to enable a closer relationship between the U.S. Army Materiel Command (AMC) and the Program Executive Offices (PEOs). The life cycle management initiative will provide an integrated, holistic approach to product development and system support. 

What has the Army Done? A number of Life Cycle Management Commands (LCMC) have been established that align the PEOs and AMC's Major Subordinate Commands (MSCs) to create the synergy that meets the LCM goals. LCMCs have been created to better manage the life cycle of equipment by commodity for tank, automotive and armaments, aviation and missile, communications and electronics, joint munitions and chemical materials. The approach the LCMCs have taken focuses on creating greater effectiveness for the warfighter while achieving greater efficiencies within major enterprise and organizational level processes. Through collaboration each LCMC has aligned its resources to support the value produced to the war fighters. Each has begun to implement a Lean Six Sigma approach to identifying projects, selecting the initial high priority targets and training the workforce. In addition, the Military Deputy to the Assistant Secretary of the Army for Acquisition, Logistics, and Technology established a Deputy for Life Cycle Integration located at AMC Headquarters, to lead efforts to enhance integration of the processes that are common among the two headquarters. 

What efforts does the Army plan to continue in the future? The Assistant Secretary of the Army for Acquisition, Logistics and Technology and the Commanding General of U.S. Army Material Command plan to continue the LCM initiative, integrate it at the enterprise level and measure the results through the deployment of Lean Six Sigma. Future efforts will focus on process integration where appropriate to enhance effectiveness and efficiency. 

Why is this important to the Army? The Army cannot afford to use the same processes that require past levels of resources (people, time and money). As the Army has passed down resource cuts, many processes have remained the same, causing significant delays, heavy workload demands and inadequate funding levels to complete projects. By implementing the LCM initiative with Lean Six Sigma methodology, the Army is striving to prevent quality deficiencies and product defects caused by the lack of resources. In equipping the Army, we cannot risk the kinds of defects that may put our warfighters in danger. 

NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY
· Army Women’s Basketball Coach Dies Suddenly
(AT | Picture) 

· Army Reserve Soldiers Reaffirm Commitment to Duty During Ceremony Held at the U.S. Capitol (ARNews) 

· Reserve 0-3 Promotions Accelerated (AT) 

· Army Lowers Recruit Standards (EB | PI) 

· Band hits the Road for Soldier Morale (MNF)

WAR ON TERROR NEWS
· 2nd BCT Leaders Meet with Local Sheiks, Address Security Concerns (ARNews) 

· Mortar Explodes Near Bagram (ATimes) 

· Blast Outside Shrine In Najaf Kills At Least 13, Ruins Tombs (EB | WP) 

· 10 Are Killed In Bombing Near Shrine Holy To Shiites (EB | NYTimes) 

· Iraq PM Vows To Seek 2nd Term (EB | AZStar)

OF INTEREST
· Voting Provision Put in Iraq Spending Bill (AT) 

· Big Red One Veterans Meet for 87th Reunion (ARNews) 

· Pentagon Clarifies Nevada Intent (EB | WP) 

· For Some Families, Notification of Army Deaths Repeats Pain (NYT)

WORLD VIEW
· Shiite Religious Figure May Be Best Hope for Iraq Deal (USAT | Story) 

· Taxpayers Refuse to Fund “Blatantly Illegal Iraq War” (AJ | Story) 

· Redrawing Int’l Law to Suit the West (AJ | Story) 

· US In Talks with Iraq Militants' (UK | Story)

WHAT'S BEING SAID IN BLOGS
· Interceptor vs. Dragon Skin: Body Armor Fight Gets Ugly (DR) 

· Retina Scanning in the Wild: Iraq Edition (GM) 

· US Army Commander Warns Blogs Are A Security Risk (WPW) 

· Military Blog Detail (MILB)
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SENIOR LEADERS ARE SAYING
It is important for our fellow citizens to understand that we're going to take the NASA mission beyond the current mission, that the plan right now is put a strategy in place that will use the moon as a launching spot for further exploration.

President George W. Bush

TODAY'S FOCUS
Live from Space-CSA Talks With Army Astronaut

Army.mil will show a live video teleconference between Col. Williams and Gen. Peter Schoomaker at 2:15 p.m. (EST), Thursday, April 6.

Col. Jeffrey N. Williams launched Wednesday from Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan on a two-day flight to the International Space Station some 230 miles from earth.

Flight engineer for Expedition 13, Williams is joined by Pavel Vinogradov of Russia and Marcos Pontes of Brazil.

The crew will conduct a variety of scientific experiments, to include studying the effects of long-term weightlessness. 

“It is important that we dedicate time and effort to understanding the impacts of a weightless environment on the human body because the space station’s primary purpose, of course, is … to send crews back to the moon for a long duration and, of course, on to Mars,” Williams said in a preflight interview with NASA.

While Williams and Vinogradov will be aboard the station for six months, Pontes will spend eight days conducting research before returning with the Expedition 12 crew. 

Later, space shuttle Discovery will bring astronaut Thomas Reiter of Germany to the outpost, which will restore the station’s crew to three members for the first time since the Columbia accident in February 2003.

As Discovery approaches for docking, Williams will take photographs of the shuttle doing a 360 degree somersault.

Williams – who conducted a seven-hour space walk during a ten-day mission onboard Atlantis in May 2000 – will also conduct spacewalks to replace and install station components during his current stay. 

“It’s a privilege and honor to be a part of it. The steps are sometimes slower than we would like, but every step, I believe, and hope, is important,” the astronaut said.

A West Point graduate, Williams began his Army career in the infantry but soon afterward attended flight school. He was selected for the astronaut program in 1996.

More information and the live teleconference can be viewed on Army.mil

View Col. William's Space Launch 

NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY
· Army Parachute Tea Tests Vertical Wind Tunnel For Recruiting (ARNews) 

· CAB Retention Nears $5 Million in Bonus Money (ARNews) 

· First Team Dedicates OIF Memorial (ARNews) 

· FORSCOM Chief: Shorten Deployments (ARNews) 

· Reigning Mrs. Virginia, Army Officer visits U.S. (ARNews)

WAR ON TERROR NEWS
· Operation Money Worth Improves Baghdad Area Checkpoints (ARNews) 

· Video Purports to Show Downed Pilot’s Body Being Dragged (AT) 

· Terrorist Leader Captured (MNF) 

· Iraq Spy Suspect Oversaw U.S. Asylums (EB | WT) 

· April Among Deadliest In Iraq For U.S. (EB | WT)

OF INTEREST
· Army Teen Panel Launches Real Teens Connected (ARNews) 

· Pentagon Threat Database Kept Reports It Shouldn't Have (EB | WT) 

· Wounded Troops, Disabled Vets Conquer Mountains at Sports Clinic (WT) 

· World Affairs Council Honors U.S. Service Members (DoD)

WORLD VIEW
· Iraqi PM Refuses to Quit, Despite US, British Pressure (NKT | Story) 

· The War in Iraq, (AMP | Story) 

· Saddam Dismisses Evidence, Amid Trial Acrimon (AU | Story) 

· Rice-Straw Show ,Flops in Baghdad (TT | Story)

WHAT'S BEING SAID IN BLOGS
· U.S. Troops Secure Baghdad’s Route Redwing (TW) 

· 'Cincy Enquirer' Blog By Army PR Officer Draws Flak for Failure To Disclose (TSA) 

· Honor and Privilege (DV) 

· Connecting One Army Family.One Youth at a Time (MS) 

· The Army Wants You-Tattoos and All (GB)
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TODAY'S FOCUS
Information Assurance and Network Security

What is it? Information assurance (IA) and network security ensure the confidentiality, availability, and integrity of information across the entire spectrum of military operations in an environment characterized by rapid technology change that is subject to increasing frequency of attacks from a sophisticated and organized cyber threat ranging from nation states and transnational terrorist and criminal organizations to hackers and vandals capable of entering networks via cyberspace from any geographic location worldwide. IA defends the LandWarNet by employing a defense-in-depth strategy that integrates people, technology, and operations, supported by a trained/skilled workforce that employs multiple IA protective measures layered from the perimeter to the desktop.

What has the Army done? Army's approach concentrates on protecting information, defending systems and networks, providing IA situational awareness, fostering innovation, and creating an empowered workforce. The Army issued over one million Common Access Cards (CAC) in FY 05 as part of its Public Key Infrastructure (PKI) program to protect information. Army is now in the initial phase of the next step in securing information, the implementing two factor authentication. Army has updated its aging cryptographic capabilities by successfully programming and integrating communications security (COMSEC) equipment, key management processes and associated support items into the Army inventory. The Army’s Network Operations and Security Center (ANOSC) / Computer Emergency Response Team (ACERT) now provides a coordinated, centrally managed capability to identify threats and respond to cyber attacks across the enterprise. The Information Assurance Vulnerability Management (IAVM) process to find, fix, report, and verify compliance with DoD mandates has improved significantly with the deployment of DoD provided automated scanning and remediation tools, innovative reporting capabilities, and increased compliance verification inspections. Most importantly, Army has created a robust training program for IA professionals that will require certifications as validation of the knowledge and skills of the Army’s military, civilian, and contractor IA workforce. 

What efforts does the Army plan to continue in the future? The Keystone to future security is the creation of an integrated information technology service delivery capability to replace the Army’s patchwork, uncoordinated network infostructure. Essential to this process is the consolidation of network access points into a limited number of area processing centers (APC) where state-of-the-art defense-in-depth technologies and processes will be employed. APCs will not only improve network security policy enforcement, but greatly reduce both the amount of information technology hardware and the system administrators required to manage it. The Army, in conjunction with the joint community, is developing and implementing an IA sensor grid to enhance defense-in-depth of the global information grid (GIG) in support of Army and combatant commands worldwide. These tools will enhance the Army’s ability to proactively mitigate vulnerabilities and improve capabilities to detect and react to attacks on Army networks. Army is also investigating innovative technologies to improve defense-in-depth at the most critical level, the host, as the foundation of future IA security capabilities. 

Why is this important to the Army? IA is the foundational pillar of information dominance in a net-centric warfare environment. It assures the capability of the LandWarNet to provide reliable communications for a global force and dramatically improve the warfighting capabilities of Army forces across the full spectrum of conflict. 

The content for this focus came directly from the 2006 Army Posture Statement-Addendum J.
INFORMATION YOU CAN USE
Army Safety Program

The Chief of Staff of the Army has mandated several initiatives aimed at enabling commanders in the field to manage risk as they accomplish the demanding missions of fighting a Global War on Terrorism and transforming. Here is a link that should be very helpful... gives you just what you need to help develop your safety program:https://crc.army.mil/commanderscorner/ It can also be found on the front page of the Combat Readiness Center's website at https://crc.army.mil/home/
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY
· Army Celebrates 'Month of the Military Child' (ARNEWS) 

· Army Astronaut Aboard ISS for Six-month Stay (ARNEWS) 

· Army Secretary Sees Progress, Lauds Troops (ARNEWS) 

· Army Faulted for Security Guard Contracts (ML) 

· Senator Wants Controversial General to Lead SpecOps (AT)

WAR ON TERROR NEWS
· Talk of Bases in Iraq Dismissed (MI) 

· Nine Troops Die in Violent Day; Three More Missing (AT) 

· Saddam Cross-Examined for First Time (AJC) 

· Bush: Time for Elected Iraqi Leaders to 'Stand up, Do Their Job' (PNT)

OF INTEREST
· Evidence Collected From Crash Site (MT) 

· Possible Friendly Fire Incident to be Investigated (AT) 

· Fight Focuses On Copter Records (EB | AJC) 

· Military 'Brats' Thrive While Coping With Challenges (ARMY) 

· Officials Report No Cases of ID Theft Involving Pay System (DoD)

WORLD VIEW
· Iraqi PM Rejects Calls to Resign (UK | Story) 

· Clipped Wings and a Triumph for Realism (ATimes | Story) 

· Entire Iraq Needs Therapy! (ArabNews | Story) 

· Global Protests Mark Iraq war (TT | Story)

WHAT'S BEING SAID IN BLOGS
· Nemechek Enthusiastic (TkKR) 

· Contracts for April 4, 2006 CONTRACTS ARMY (BOL) 

· A Hero Has Gone Home (BN) 

· America Pays Tribute to 'Cap' Weinberger (BOL)
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TODAY'S FOCUS
Cultural Awareness and Language Capabilities

What is it? Cultural awareness is the ability to understand the "how and why" of foreign cultures and the roles that culture, religion, and geography have in military operations. Foreign language capability extends beyond linguists, intelligence analysts, and interrogators to every Soldier and leader. It is an integral part of fostering a cultural awareness capability. 

What has the Army done? The Army is pursuing a variety of initiatives to enhance its capability in cultural awareness and foreign language. In accordance with the Defense Language Transformation Roadmap, the Army is incorporating cultural awareness training into all levels of professional military education. The U.S. Army Intelligence Center and School at Fort Huachuca, Arizona developed an 80-hour modular cultural awareness training program for deploying units and other branch schools. The Center for Army Lessons Learned at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas provides online training material in cultural awareness and the Defense Language Institute Foreign Language Center (DLIFLC) at the Presidio of Monterey in Monterey, California incorporates cultural awareness in its language familiarization training for deploying units. They also provide other supplementary materials. 

The Army offers Soldiers a variety of ways to obtain foreign language skills and actively recruits native speakers from heritage communities. Language specialists primarily attend DLIFLC which offers online sustainment training through its Global Language Network and its Global Language Online Support System. The Army recently began providing online basic language training through Army Knowledge Online with "Rosetta Stone®." This is a state-of-the-art commercial software product intended for use by all Soldiers and Army civilians. Another venue for language learning is the Satellite Communication for Learning. It is a private venture that provides real time broadcasts in several foreign languages. This program is available to all Soldiers free of charge. 

What efforts does the Army plan to continue in the future? The Army continues to develop, update, and expand its offering of cultural awareness training and foreign language materials at all levels. The Army will continue to explore new and innovative ways in which to incorporate cultural awareness and foreign language capability training and education in its Soldier and leader development programs as well as unit predeployment training. 

Why is this important to the Army? To enable the Army to operate in today's complex environments, Soldiers at all levels must possess some cultural awareness and foreign language capability. It is no longer sufficient for limited numbers of Soldiers in specialized skill sets and units to possess these capabilities. 

INFORMATION YOU CAN USE
The Seventeenth Annual Strategy Conference at the U.S. Army War College will be held April 11-13, 2006, at Carlisle Barracks, PA. This year's conference brings together top national security strategists, senior military leaders, media, university faculty and the policy making community to consider, discuss, and debate national security strategy and to help frame vital questions that offer insights on "A Nation at War."

Conference agenda and registration

Conference speakers and panelists

The Conference will be offered for the first time by streaming video connection over Army Knowledge Online. For times and access instructions visit http://www.eisenhowerseries.com
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY
· Pentagon Channel to Broadcast 1st Cavalry Memorial Dedication (MI) 

· ACES Launches Virtual Gateway to Tuition Assistance (MI) 

· Coalition Forces Conduct At-Sea Training Without Leaving Pier (MI) 

· Michael Novosel, Medal of Honor Holder, Dies (AT) 

· 9 Army Scout Choppers Heading To Alaska Early (EB | SB) 

· 8th U.S. Army Announces New Deputy Commander (ES)

WAR ON TERROR NEWS
· Nine US Soldiers Are Killed in Iraq (GD) 

· Car Bomb Kills 10 in Latest Iraq Violence (LN) 

· Bogus Massacre Reports in Iraq (AT) 

· Body Armor Battles (CT)

OF INTEREST
· SRB Deadline Approaches (AT) 

· All Aboard Survive C-5 Crash (DoD) 

· Pentagon Thievery - An Interview With Jeffrey St. Clair (CC) 

· War, Hurricane Relief Spending to Exceed $100B (UsaToday)

WORLD VIEW
· Saddam to Face Genocide Charges (UK | Story) 

· Iraq's Interior Ministry Refusing to Deploy US-Trained Police (UK | Story) 

· West Accused of Fiddling Figures on Iraq Aid (UK | Story) 

· Straw, Rice Demand Say in Next Iraqi PM (DS | Story) 

· Iraq Leaders Put off Government Talks Despite US Pressure (MT | Story)

WHAT'S BEING SAID IN BLOGS
· Life in Iraq - As a US Army Sniper (BS) 

· Reviewing the Corruption and Incompetence of the USG in Iraq (CFS) 

· Iraq: Neither 'Civil War' nor Chaos'. (BS) 

· Enduring Bases in Guam and Iraq (BS) 

· Iraq the Models (BS) 

· A Spade and a Dead Iraqi (BS)
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TODAY'S FOCUS
Joint Interdependence

What is it? Joint interdependence is the meaningful reliance on other service and joint capabilities to maximize their complementary and reinforcing effects while minimizing service vulnerabilities. Each branch of the Armed Forces excels in a different domain - land, air, sea, space and cyber. Army Joint interdependence ensures that our systems are fully complementary with the other Services to generate a synergy that creates overwhelming dilemmas for opponents. Operational experience affirms a future that is irrefutably joint, and the Army conducts its transformation activities in terms of capabilities the Army can build to support the joint force commander.

What has the Army done? The Army´s transformation efforts are focused on Joint Capability Areas (JCAs) currently under development. Under Joint Staff lead, these JCAs are being developed by Functional Capability Boards, Combatant Commands, and the Supporting Services. JCAs are intended to provide a common capabilities language for use across Department of Defense (DoD) activities and processes. The Strategic Planning Guidance for 2006-2011 directed a Joint Force Capabilities Assessment to "identify and organize the capabilities required for the Defense Strategy." The resultant study identified 21 high-level JCA which were endorsed by the Secretary of Defense in May 2005, with direction to incorporate JCA language in future key defense documents. The Army's concept development and experimentation program continued to conduct combined investigations with United States Joint Forces Command (USJFCOM) and sister services to refine concepts and required capabilities for the future joint force, including wargames and experiments such as Joint Urban Operations, Unified Quest, and Urban Resolve.

What efforts does the Army plan to continue in the future? Because our new modular formations will operate in joint, multinational and interagency environments, these formations are designed to enhance joint concepts for battle command, fires and effects, logistics, force projection, intelligence, air and missile defense. Our joint training opportunities will continue to improve as we continue to support the Joint Forces Command development of a Joint National Training Capability. The planning, scenarios, connectivity and overall realism we are working to create will enhance critical joint operations skills for commanders and Soldiers. The Army will continue to partner with USJFCOM and other services to support joint concept development and capability assessments developed by USJFCOM and approved by CJCS.

Additional details are provided in Army Campaign Plan, Change 2, dated September 30, 2005; the 2005 Army Concept Development and Experimentation Plan; and the 2006 Army Modernization Plan.

Why is this important to the Army? The Army is aggressively working with the other Services to improve the ability to dominate across the entire range of military operations. Our efforts embrace two characteristics of modern warfare. First, technology has extended the reach of modern weapon systems to the extent that collective force protection and anti-access techniques are necessary, even in facing irregular, asymmetric challenges. Second, the other Services' capabilities to dominate air, sea and space have direct impact on ground forces' ability to dominate on land. Without this capability we increase the vulnerability our Soldiers face against an adaptive enemy.

WEEKEND SPORTS WRAP-UP
• Battered Army Car Survives Short-Track Crash-Fest Story

• All-Army team dominates Armed Forces Wrestling Championships Story

• U.S. Army's Golden Knights Jump with Smiles On Story
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY
· Intel Ops More Responsive to Warfighter Needs (Military.com) 

· Disability Benefits Requirements to be Standardized (AT) 

· Lone U.S. Soldier Remains Missing (EB | WT) 

· General Praises Troops, Thanks Americans for Support (DoD) 

· DoD: Nevada ‘Mushroom Cloud’ Won’t be Nuclear (AT)

WAR ON TERROR NEWS
· Two MND-B Pilots Killed in Helicopter Crash (MNF-Iraq) 

· US Bases in Iraq: A Costly Legacy (CSM) 

· U.S. Army Deserter Tells of Iraq Atrocities (IFP) 

· U.S. Plan to Build Iraq Clinics Falters (WP)

OF INTEREST
· Giant C-5 Military Jet Crashes in Delaware (CNN) 

· Former General Says Rumsfeld Should Quit (MT) 

· Is This a Strategy For Success? (MSNBC) 

· 
Adventist US Army Colonel Broome Selected New Pentagon Chaplain (WFN) 

· Families Seek Remembrance of Iraq Liberation Day (WT)

WORLD VIEW
· U.S. Profiting Well From Arms Sales in Iraqi Market (ALjazeera | Story) 

· Iraqis Upset by Political Wrangling, Says Rice (NKT | Story) 

· The Endgame in Iraq (IHT | Story) 

· Iraq Faces Up to Militia Problems (BBC | Story) 

· The War Drum Are Sounding A Clear Message (MAT | Story)

WHAT'S BEING SAID IN BLOGS
· Washington Post: Let's quit (LL) 

· Cost of Iraq (CS) 

· More Iraq Reconstruction Problems (BS)

