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Overall Corps Mission: 


We are working to primarily support the Federal Emergency Management Agency, carrying out a wide variety of missions in response to Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. In addition to our efforts to get the water out of New Orleans, which we have accomplished, we also are providing services throughout Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Texas to include supplying ice, water and temporary power; as well as debris removal and temporary roofing.  Remember, when you see the Corps’ red castle, you are seeing one of the many faces of FEMA.





The three priorities for the Army Corps of Engineers continue to be:


First, supporting efforts to save lives and find people,


Second, sustaining lives (water and shelter), and


Third, setting conditions for recovery (debris removal, cleanup, restoring infrastructure and navigation).





Currently more than 3,100 Corps employees are actively engaged in supporting Hurricanes Katrina and Rita missions.  The Corps also continues to work with other federal agencies, including the Bureau of Reclamation, the Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Coast Guard and the Army Materiel Command. 





We are working in the following areas:


Levee Assessments:


The Army Corps of Engineers has initiated efforts to gather data on the damage to the levees and the federal hurricane protection system in the greater New Orleans area.  The U.S. Army Engineer Research and Development Center from Vicksburg, Miss., is leading a Corps of Engineers team that has deployed to New Orleans to catalogue data and to perform surveys of the system.  We know what the stakes are.  Millions of people in the United States and around the world depend on flood control protection.  We have a responsibility to find answers to what happened, and build solutions for the future.  Therefore, we want, and need, to get to the bottom of what happened no matter what the outcome.  Three other teams are collecting data and information as well, one from the American Society of Civil Engineers, a National Science Foundation team from the University of California at Berkeley and a team from Louisiana State University.  All teams are sharing data and the information gathered will be used in after-action analysis of how the structures and project performed.


People look to us for technical and scientific leadership in flood control protection.  Good science depends on gathering all the facts as well as getting opinions and perspectives from experts both within and outside the organization before drawing any hard conclusions.  It is important to remember that the determination of why the levees breached will require careful analysis.  We want to ensure that we have a complete understanding of all data before we reach a final conclusion.  Preliminary findings from the data collection teams are being used in current and longer-term hurricane protection work around New Orleans.  Right now we are using information in the ongoing work on the damage areas to provide some protection for the city.  The information also will be used as we work to bring the system up to pre-Katrina levels of protection by June 2006.  Decisions about future protection levels of the city have not been made at this time, but the information being gathered will help determine future actions.


Debris Removal/Contracts:


More than 11 million cubic yards of debris have been removed from the affected areas thus far. It is estimated that the Corps’ debris removal mission for the two hurricanes will be more than 46.2 million cubic yards of debris.  The debris total does not include demolition debris (debris from houses and buildings that are torn down).


Operation Blue Roof: 


FEMA’s Operation Blue Roof program is currently under way in Mississippi, Louisiana and Texas. FEMA’s Operation Blue Roof program provides temporary plastic sheeting for homes whose roofs were damaged during Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. More than 61,900 temporary roofs have been installed; and more than 106,000 Right-of-Entry forms have been submitted. It is estimated that 122,000 homes will need temporary roofs installed as a result of damage from the two hurricanes.





Message from the Chief:   “I continue to be deeply impressed by the tremendous spirit and accomplishments of Corps employees who are responding to the hurricanes and the global war on terrorism.  We continue to need volunteers to deploy, not only to the Gulf Coast States, but also to Afghanistan and Iraq, where much progress is being made. Like the hurricane recovery, our support to the global war on terror is a long-term commitment. We continue to need your talents, so if can do so, please consider volunteering for deployment.”  -- Lt. Gen. Carl A. Strock, Chief of Engineers
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