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UNCLAS ALARACT 224/2005

SUBJ: CASUALTY REPORTING PROCEDURES   ARMY G-1 SENDS
A. AR 600-8-1 ARMY CASUALTY OPERATIONS/ASSISTANCE/INSURANCE 

     1. CASUALTY REPORTING IS A COMMANDERS RESPONSIBILITY. COMMANDERS AT ALL LEVELS MUST ENSURE THE ACCURACY AND COMPLETENESS OF ALL INFORMATION INCLUDED IN THE INITIAL AND SUPPLEMENTAL CASUALTY REPORTS AS REQUIRED BY THE ABOVE REFERENCE.

     2. THE CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE ARMY TAKES A PERSONAL INTEREST AND REVIEWS EVERY ARMY CASUALTY REPORT DEALING WITH THE DEATH OF A SOLDIER AND EXPRESSED CONCERNS OVER THE ACCURACY AND COMPLETENESS OF THE REPORTS. CASUALTY REPORTING ERRORS CREATED AT THE UNIT LEVEL CAN AND IN SOME CASES HAVE CAUSED INORDINATE PAIN AND SUFFERING FOR THE FAMILIES OF OUR FALLEN SOLDIERS. FURTHERMORE, THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY HAS DIRECTED THE ARMY INSPECTOR GENERAL TO CONDUCT A TOP-DOWN INVESTIGATION OF THE ENTIRE CASUALTY REPORTING SYSTEM.

     3. COMMANDERS AT ALL LEVELS SHOULD TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION TO REVIEW THEIR UNITS CURRENT CASUALTY REPORTING PROCEDURES FOR ACCURACY, THOROUGHNESS, AND TIMELINESS. AS A MINIMUM, COMMANDERS SHOULD TAKE THE FOLLOWING STEPS TO ENHANCE THEIR UNITS CASUALTY REPORTS.

          A. ENSURE THAT EVERY DEPLOYED SOLDIER HAS A COPY OF THE NEWLY DESIGNED (TEST) DA FORM 1156, CASUALTY FEEDER REPORT, (15 JULY 2005).

THIS FORM IS ON THE WEB AT HTTPS://WWW.US.ARMY.MIL/SUITE/DOC/4554320.  TRAIN ALL SOLDIERS ON PROPER PROCEDURES AS CONTAINED IN ABOVE REFERENCE.

          B. ENSURE THE CIRCUMSTANCES PRESENT A COMPLETE PICTURE OF HOW THE INCIDENT OCCURRED AND ADDRESS THE 5 WS. USE THE TERM PENDING OR UNKNOWN WHEN INFORMATION IS NOT COMPLETELY KNOWN AND IDENTIFY ANY AND ALL INVESTIGATIONS THAT HAVE BEEN INITIATED.

          C. WHEN AN INITIAL CASUALTY REPORT IS SUBMITTED BEFORE ALL FACTS ARE KNOWN, SUCH INITIAL REPORTS MUST BE SUPPLEMENTED WITH ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE SO THE FAMILY CAN BE PROPERLY UPDATED. CASUALTY REPORTING IS NOT A ONE-TIME EVENT. IT REQUIRES CONTINUOUS UPDATES THROUGH SUPPLEMENTAL CASUALTY REPORTS UNTIL ALL INFORMATION IS COMPLETE AND ACCURATE.

          D. ENSURE THE CHAIN OF COMMAND REVIEWS ALL CASUALTY REPORTS TO GUARANTEE THE ACCURACY AND COMPLETENESS OF ALL INFORMATION.

5. POC: LTC JACK OBRIEN, CHIEF OF CASUALTY OPERATIONS, US ARMY HUMAN RESOURCES COMMAND @ 703.325.9201; DSN: 221; OR VIA E-MAIL COCOPNS@HOFFMAN.ARMY.MIL
.

6. EXPIRATION DATE CANNOT BE DETERMINED.
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