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Corps work in New Orleans plagued by pump problems
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers missed another deadline to increase the pumping capacity in the 17th Street Canal because of vibration problems with new pumps.
The vibration problems have plagued the new pumping systems in three New Orleans outfall canals, which have become the focus of the Corps' work to protect New Orleans from future flooding. During Hurricane Katrina much of the city's flooding was caused by the three canals.
The Corps installed flood gates at the mouths of the canals to keep storm surge out. But that forced the engineering agency to add new pumps to take over the work of draining the city should it ever become necessary to shut the flood gates.
Corps officials had hoped to boost capacity at the 17th Street Canal to 5,200 cubic feet per second by Oct. 31, one month before the 2006 hurricane season ends. Two pumps should be installed within the next week, bringing capacity to 4,460 cfs. The current capacity of the canal is 4,060 cfs.
Col. Jeffrey Bedey, commander of the corps' Hurricane Protection Office in New Orleans, said engineers decided to do more tests on the new pumps because a hurricane is unlikely to hit the city at this point. He would not predict when the four remaining pumps would be ready for installation.
The Corps is studying whatever technical, mechanical or engineering issues hamper the proper installation and performance of pumps at all three canals.
Not all the new pumps pulsate at unacceptable levels when they're run, but some of the pumps at all three canals are experiencing the problem at different levels, said Corps pumps project manager Jim St. Germain.
