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Fresno sues federal government, Boeing in airport cleanup dispute

FRESNO, Calif. - The City of Fresno filed suit in federal court Wednesday against the U.S. government, two federal agencies and Boeing Co., seeking up to $26 million in aid efforts to clean up Fresno-Yosemite International Airport.

City officials began the cleanup more than a decade ago after groundwater monitoring systems found a high presence of the cleaning solvent trichloroethylene in wells.

The city owns the airport, part of which was used as a U.S. Army base in World War II, and later as an aircraft refurbishing center.

The government and a military contractor bought by Boeing used the solvent to clean aircraft there and left behind contamination, City Attorney James Sanchez said.

On Wednesday, state authorities ordered Boeing, the U.S. government, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the U.S. National Guard Bureau, and the City of Fresno to complete the cleanup. The city immediately filed suit in U.S. District Court in Fresno, demanding that the other parties contribute as much as $26 million in back payments and future expenses.

"We're looking to ensure that the United States and Boeing are responsible for their fair share of their past conduct," Sanchez said.

A Boeing spokeswoman said Thursday the company had not been served with any legal action.

"We are committed to doing our fair share to help clean up, we just want to make sure we have the proper guidance to do so," said Kelly Donaghy, a company spokeswoman.

Attorneys for the U.S. government and its two agencies did not immediately return calls Thursday seeking comment.

