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City man returns to Iraq for the work and the people 

By Robert Igoe

Winchester — A city man is beginning his third tour of duty to help rebuild and improve Iraq’s electrical infrastructure. 

Tom Waters, a safety and occupational health manager for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, left on Thursday for a “short” five-month stay to work on transmission and generation systems. 

“I wouldn’t have gone back except for the sector I’ll be assigned to,” he said. “I worked with them last time I was in Iraq and it was a great experience. I love the work and I love the people, and there is still a lot of good work that needs to be done.” 

For Waters, that work will include $1.5 billion worth of continued efforts to construct and upgrade electrical transmission service in Iraq. The goal is to provide 10 to 12 hours per day of 6,000-megawatt transmissions throughout the country. 

The Corps of Engineers reports having completed 19 of 21 such intended generation projects and hopes to have the final two complete by October 2007. 

Despite negative reports, Waters said the projects are being completed at a more than sufficient rate: 

“We get a lot of bad press, but this program has been very successful. We have completed more projects than we expected to at this time. Everything is happening so fast, and to see a power station go up and operate is very gratifying.” 

Before Waters left on Thursday, he underwent five days of preparation that included the issue of safety gear and body armor, as well as extensive medical preparation such as inoculations and examinations. 

Once in Iraq, he and other Corps employees will be protected by military units and private security firms. 

Yet incidents do happen, such as one that took place last Dec. 8. 

Waters said he was on his way to the national dispatch center, and was about 11/2 miles outside the “green zone,” the heavily protected central Baghdad area occupied by U.S. command units and Iraqi government officials. 

At that point, his vehicle was struck by a roadside explosive device that sent a grapefruit-sized projectile through the door. 

One soldier was killed in the attack and two others were injured, but Waters escaped injury. 

He admitted that the incident scared him, but added that such incidents are relatively rare in Iraq. 

“Iraq is largely safe for civilians,” he said. “But there is a risk when we travel outside the green zone. But I have three children, so I certainly wouldn’t be going back if I thought my life was at risk.” 

While Waters’ children aren’t old enough to understand their father’s assignment, his wife does — and Waters said she doesn’t care much for it. 

“My wife isn’t too happy about this assignment,” he said. “But being from a military family, she understands that’s part of the job, so she supports me.” 

 

