1. New Orleans Times-Picayune Editorial 
April 16, 2006 

Rebuilding a safer community 

When Hurricane Katrina's floodwaters swamped 200,000 homes, leaving hundreds of them filled with water for weeks on end, some people worried that every house in greater New Orleans might end up perched on 12-foot stilts. 
That harsh, odd scenario doesn't seem likely anymore. Although they are only temporary guidelines, the flood map advisory issued Wednesday by the Federal Emergency Management Agency reflects a fairly modest change in the landscape in much of the metro area. That is welcome news. 
2. Washington Post
April 16, 2006

Billion-Dollar Start Falls Short In Iraq 
U.S. Officials Worry About Leaving Baghdad Without Basic Services 

By John Ward Anderson and Bassam Sebti, Washington Post Foreign Service 

BAGHDAD -- On the southern outskirts of Baghdad, a sewage treatment plant that was repaired with $13.5 million in U.S. funds sits idle while all of the raw waste from the western half of Baghdad is dumped into the Tigris River, where many of the capital's 7 million residents get their drinking water.

3. New York Times Editorial 
April 17, 2006 

An Unkept Promise in Iraq 

Two years ago, the United Sta aq tes government promised to build more than 140 badly needed health clinics in Iraq, bringing basic care to underserved areas outside the big cities. That could have done a lot of good, saving innocent Iraqi lives and building good will for the United States in places where it has grown dangerously scarce. A generous cost-plus contract was awarded to Parsons Inc., an American construction firm, to do the work, supervised by the Army Corps of Engineers. 

4. San Francisco Chronicle 
April 17, 2006 

Creaky Levees Recipe for Disaster 

By Edward Epstein 

As rains pelt Northern California, threatening the 1,100 miles of levees that shield the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta, government officials admit they have their fingers crossed that the system of flood barriers that has been starved for maintenance funding will survive the next few months and beyond without a disaster.

5. Los Angeles Times 
April16, 2006 

The Delicate Act of Juggling Water 
Dam outflows must be choreographed to avoid overwhelming the levees or overfilling reservoirs. 

By Bettina Boxall, Times Staff Writer

MILLERTON LAKE, Calif. - In four roaring funnels, water shoots out of the mouth of Friant Dam at 85 mph, tumbling into a churning pool of froth that looks like a giant tub of cappuccino foam.

The scene is part of a complicated choreography of water releases underway in the San Joaquin River Basin as dam managers try to avert serious flooding in this sodden spring of endless rain and monster snowpacks in Northern and Central California.

6. San Jose Mercury News 
April 17, 2006 

Council may seek options for flood-control measures 

If Palo Alto aggressively pursues interim measures to control flooding along San Francisquito Creek, it could jeopardize a long-term federal project intended to remove the city and its neighbors, Menlo Park and East Palo Alto, from the 100-year floodplain, according to city officials.

7. Associated Press 
April 17, 2006 

Undredged channels limit shipping on Great Lakes

CLEVELAND (AP) Shippers on the Great Lakes are decreasing their loads or taking detours because channel waters haven't been dredged.

From delivering salt up Michigan's Saginaw River to hauling iron ore to steel mills in Cleveland and East Chicago, Ind., the carriers say the lack of removing mud and sediment is limiting the strength of heavy industry on the lakes.

8. Christian Science Monitor 
April 17, 2006 

Backstory: A river runs through them 

By Mary Wiltenburg | Correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor 

ON THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER NEAR OSCEOLA, ARK. - When black has swallowed the sky from bank to muddy riverbank, Capt. Robert Byrd sits in a fug of smoke in the pilothouse, thinking of lost friends.
In the stillness of the river night, his glass room atop the vessel Patricia Gail is a crowd of voices. The towboat's radio cracks to life as pilots up and down the lower Mississippi consider tough bends, the buoys gone missing, the profit motives of big barge lines.
9. New York Times 
April 15, 2006 
  
Wary of Bureaucrats, Beachfront Property Owners Oppose Effort to Stop Erosion 
By Ronald Smothers 
  
For years, residents of barrier islands such as Long Beach Island in New Jersey have lived precariously on the front lines of an ever-shifting battle between people and the forces of nature: enjoying the seasonal profit and glamour of oceanfront property while knowing that in the long run, the sands will succumb to the forces of waves and wind.

1. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
April 14, 2006 

FLOOD OF QUESTIONS 
With a blizzard of formulas, percentages and acronyms, the release of flood map advisories has jolted some to action, but left others just confused. 
By Jeffrey Meitrodt, Staff writer 

Residents who already have received building permits to repair their hurricane-damaged homes will not have to worry about raising their properties to meet new elevation recommendations from the Federal Emergency Management Agency, FEMA officials said Thursday. 

Moreover, residents who obtain a permit before local governments adopt the new elevation standards -- a process that could take some time -- need only meet the base flood elevation presently on the books. The "3 feet above grade" provision announced on Wednesday is only an advisory and, while it is recommended to prevent future flooding, it is not required. The base flood elevations are required because they have been official since 1984. 

2. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
April 14, 2006 

Louisiana might get break on levee costs 
Landrieu says feds might cough up more 
By Bill Walsh, Washington bureau 

WASHINGTON -- The commander of the Army Corps of Engineers estimates that while Louisiana may have to share in the cost for newly announced hurricane protections, the price tag won't be as high as originally thought, U.S. Sen. Mary Landrieu, D-La., said Thursday. 

3. Christian Science Monitor 
April 14, 2006 

Plan allows entire Big Easy to be rebuilt 
Flood plain advisory calls for new levees for the city, but protection for outlying areas is less clear. 
By Patrik Jonsson | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 
ATLANTA - For residents of New Orleans, especially the flood-ravaged lower Ninth Ward, it was welcome news: By raising some homes three feet off the ground, residents in the whole city can rebuild knowing they are eligible for federal flood insurance in the event of another Katrina.
4. New York Times 
April 14, 2006 

Complex Equation Determined Rules for Rebuilding in New Orleans, Federal Officials Say 
By John Schwartz and Adam Nossiter 

The long-awaited flood advisories for rebuilding in New Orleans that the government announced Wednesday were met yesterday with a measure of relief - and confusion.

Donald Powell, the federal coordinator for Gulf Coast rebuilding, and other officials said that New Orleans residents rebuilding badly damaged homes and businesses would need to add at least one to three feet of elevation to meet federal standards and reduce flood risk. Local residents had expected numbers much higher - eight feet or more - and the same federal officials had in recent weeks discussed elevations of as much as 30 feet in some areas if levees could not be brought up to federal flood control standards.

5. New York Times Editorial 
April 14, 2006 

Houses of Straw 
Men and women, families with small children and elderly relatives who have never lived outside of southern Louisiana are exiles in their own country more than seven months after Hurricane Katrina made land. They want answers about where and how to rebuild, and some, especially a vocal minority, already know what they want said: just the way it was before. This page has been heartened by the Bush administration's support for the rebuilding effort, including generous federal financing for homeowners who want to restore their old neighborhoods. But compassion needs to be leavened with responsibility. Officials need to get the word out that things will not be the way they were before.

6. Associated Press 
April 14, 2006 

Disputed landfill approved for eastern New Orleans

Despite vocal opposition by residents and environmentalists, the state will allow the opening of a new construction landfill in eastern New Orleans that will be located adjacent to a national wildlife refuge.

The Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality on Thursday approved the Chef Menteur disposal facility located near the Bayou Sauvage National Wildlife Refuge.

7. Washington Post Editorial 
April 14, 2006 

The Last Puzzle Pieces
The reconstruction of New Orleans requires one final burst of political goodwill. 

AT LAST, THE Federal Emergency Management Agency has produced what it calls the "advisory flood data" for greater New Orleans, and what most everyone else calls the "flood maps." These are documents informing the city's residents and former residents how far their houses lie above or below sea level, and explaining how the dwellings will have to be modified to remain safe -- and to qualify for federal flood insurance. They have been a long time in the making, not least because FEMA two weeks ago announced that before issuing the maps, it needed the Army Corps of Engineers to certify that it would improve the levees around the city, and the Army Corps in turn announced that the cost of doing so was higher, by several billion dollars, than previously estimated because levees had sunk and conditions had changed since the last time they were surveyed, more than 20 years ago. After a week or so of confusion, it became clear that this isn't a firm amount of money -- it has already been whittled down considerably -- nor one that needs to be spent immediately. So the maps, finally, appeared.

8. Washington Post
Friday, April 14, 2006 

In Battered La. Parish, Fears for the Future Cost of Levees May Threaten a Way of Life 

By Peter Whoriskey

BURAS, La. -- This small town is a sliver of land wedged between the Mississippi River and the Gulf of Mexico, and when Hurricane Katrina made landfall here in August, a raging storm surge wrecked virtually every storefront, office and home.

Now hundreds of people, many of them fishermen or oil-rig workers drawn by long family ties, have returned to live in trailers and hope to rebuild in this same precarious spot.

9. Newsday-New York 
April 14, 2006 

Long Beach's long project; Time to let the Army Corps plan drop 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has drawn a line in the sand for the City of Long Beach: Decide by May 1 whether to go ahead with a $98-million federal project designed to give the barrier island increased protection from a major storm. The city should just let the tide wash this idea away.

Federal plans to protect the 6.8 miles of shoreline have been kicking around since Hurricane Donna in 1960. After that storm, the city asked the corps for help. Five years later the federal agency came back with a proposal, and six years after that Long Beach said, "Never mind." Then Hurricane Gloria came along in 1986, and the notion of federal aid floated ashore again. Congress authorized a new study. Now, 20 years, several proposals and more than 10 million federal dollars later, it is time to make a move.

10. St. Paul Pioneer-Press 
April 14, 2006 

Flood-control efforts kept damage low; Corps cites successes in Grand Forks, Fargo 

By KYLE JOHNSON 

The emergency levees and permanent flood-control projects in Grand Forks, N.D., and East Grand Forks, Minn., prevented about $150 million in damage from this spring's flooding, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers said Thursday.

The corps built 15,000 feet of emergency levees, at a total cost of $760,000, this year in East Grand Forks, Hendrum and Roseau, Minn., and in Fargo, Drayton, Harwood and Lidgerwood, N.D.

11.  St. Petersburg Times 
April 14, 2006 

A way on the water 

By: TERRY TOMALIN 

Intracoastal Waterway, a manmade aquatic thoroughfare, is a boon for boaters. Unfortunately, it destroyed ecosystems.

INDIAN ROCKS - An air-conditioned cabin cruiser waited for the bridge to open while a speed boat, loaded beyond its capacity, zipped around its stern, narrowly missing two Waverunners heading south. Two anglers fishing off to the side watched in disbelief at the accident narrowly averted.

Welcome to the Intracoastal, the U.S. 19 of waterways.

12. Baltimore Sun 
April 14, 2006 
Power Mishaps At APG Probed 
No one injured in chemical testing when fans failed 

By Justin Fenton, Sun Reporter 

Since Aberdeen Proving Ground cleared a stockpile of deadly mustard agent last year, the distant booms of guns and occasional flashes of light have been the only reminders of the weapons testing taking place beyond the gates of the sprawling military base.

But in two separate yet strikingly similar incidents this week, the reality of APG's dangerous mission resurfaced when power failures in a pair of chemical testing laboratories prompted concerns that employees could have been exposed to deadly substances when ventilation fans failed.

1. Associated Press 
April 13, 2006 

FEMA: Louisiana Homes Must Be Raised Off Ground 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- A few residents guessed correctly when they figured their moldy, mud-stained homes might have to be lifted off the ground to qualify for flood insurance or federal rebuilding aid in the wake of Hurricane Katrina.

Federal Emergency Management Agency guidelines released Wednesday are meant to help residents rebuild in ways that comply with early drafts of flood maps showing how high water is expected to rise during a once-in-a-100-year storm. The so-called flood advisories also detail how well the city's levees would protect residents.

2. Washington Post 
April 13, 2006 

Wait Ends On Rules For Katrina Rebuilding
$2.5 Billion More for Levees Also Proposed 

By Peter Whoriskey and Spencer S. Hsu, Washington Post Staff Writers

The Bush administration proposed spending an additional $2.5 billion for New Orleans levee construction yesterday as it issued long-awaited construction guidelines for the flood-prone region that would require rebuilding many heavily damaged houses at least three feet above ground.

3. New York Times 
April 13, 2006 

Lenient Rule Set for Rebuilding in New Orleans 
By ADAM NOSSITER and JOHN SCHWARTZ 
  
NEW ORLEANS, April 12 - Federal officials issued unexpectedly lenient guidelines on Wednesday for rebuilding the flood-damaged homes of New Orleans, potentially allowing tens of thousands of homeowners to return to their neighborhoods at costs far less than they had feared.

Under the guidelines issued here by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, huge swaths of homes might still have to be rebuilt at least three feet off the ground, or risk getting no federal reconstruction money or insurance. 

4. Los Angeles Times 
April 13, 2006 

Deal Will Boost New Orleans' Flood Protection 
The federal government is to upgrade levees and offer insurance under the $2.5-billion plan. 

By Ralph Vartabedian, Times Staff Writer

In a key deal that allows major reconstruction of New Orleans, the federal government is expected to invest an additional $2.5 billion to protect against a 100-year flood, officials said Wednesday.


5. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
April 13, 2006 

FINALLY, RULES FOR REBUILDING 
FEMA targets slab home construction; $2.5 billion more slated for levees 
By Brian Thevenot, Staff writer 
  
In a long-awaited move that could free tens of thousands of New Orleans-area homeowners from rebuilding purgatory, federal officials on Wednesday released new elevation recommendations for reconstructing flood-damaged homes or building new ones. 
6. MarketWatch 
April 13, 2006 

At SF quake centennial, lessons for New Orleans 

By Russ Britt 

LOS ANGELES (MarketWatch) -- The date Jan. 31, 1911, won't stand out in most minds, but it represented a critical juncture for two of America's most colorful cities.

On that day, Congress picked San Francisco ahead of chief rival New Orleans to host the 1915 Panama-Pacific International Exposition. At the time, it was an event on par with a World's Fair or the Olympic Games as an economic engine. It was particularly important for port cities as it celebrated the Panama Canal's debut.

levee breaches that flooded three-fourths of New Orleans after Katrina.


7. The News & Observer (Raleigh, NC) 
March 13, 2006 
        
Life awaits beyond Lowell; Removal of Little River Dam is intended to benefit people and fish 

By Mike Zlotnicki 

KENLY -- George Howard stood on a high bank of the Little River in southern Johnston County, arms crossed like an impatient father.

A kingfisher chattered down the run as it flew to a perch.

8. Washington Post 
April 13, 2006 

Iraq Reconstruction Teams Delayed at State Department 

By Glenn Kessler 

Earlier this year, the State Department began soliciting personnel for provincial reconstruction teams (PRTs) for Iraq, a new concept designed to take diplomats out of Baghdad and into the provinces.

9. San Antonio Express-News
April 12, 2006 
Higher Costs Jeopardize City's Gains From BRAC 

By David Hendricks 

Mounting federal deficits threaten to erase one of the city's landmark economic development victories - the awarding of new military missions in the 2005 base-closing round.

Local business, civic and government officials already are racing to find solutions. 
The missions by law must move by 2011, and local construction to accommodate the new military activities must be completed by then.

10. Government Executive 
March 12, 2006 

Managers' groups unite in effort to influence personnel debate 
By Karen Rutzick

Personnel changes under way within the federal government prompted five federal management groups last week to form a coalition to strengthen their voice on the issues. 

The Government Managers Coalition -- made up of the Senior Executives Association, Federal Managers Association, Professional Managers Association, Federal Aviation Administration Managers Association and National Council of Social Security Management Associations -- represents about 200,000 federal managers across government. 
New York Times: As Levees Rise Near New Orleans, Skepticism Falls
By John Schwartz

ST. BERNARD PARISH, La., April 11 — Robert G. Bea reached down, picked up a bit of dirt and popped it into his mouth.

Professor Bea's engineering training has taught him that a few moments spent pressing clay between his tongue and teeth quickly reveals the presence of silt or sand. Sandy clay is less strong than the purer kind, and rebuilding the levees here for St. Bernard Parish, east of New Orleans, requires very good dirt.

USA Today: Report: Army Corps Overpaid On Katrina Classrooms
New questions raised on no-bid contract
By Kevin McCoy, USA Today

The Army Corps of Engineers “could have, but failed to, negotiate a lower price” on a $39.5 million Hurricane Katrina contract for portable classrooms in Mississippi, according to a draft government report.

The tentative finding by the Government Accountability Office, the investigative arm of Congress, raises new questions about the no-bid award to Akima Site Operations, a subsidiary of an Alaskan native-owned firm.

The draft report also confirms a USA TODAY report in September that a Mississippi business that Akima consulted while pricing the classrooms contended it would have supplied the units for roughly half the price.

New Orleans Times-Picayune: Baskets of sand to add height to Kenner levee
Permanent fix won't be ready for storm season 
By Sheila Grissett, East Jefferson bureau 

Giant sand baskets that can add as much as three feet of protection to the hurricane levee are being set up this week along a subsiding stretch of the Kenner lakefront. 
The baskets will provide temporary help when hurricane season starts June 1, while the Corps of Engineers prepares to raise the levee itself with more dirt later this year. The permanent "lift" project will raise the levee to 17 feet between St. Charles Parish and the Duncan Canal. 

USACE
Associated Press: Florida Plans to Reflood Miles of Riverbed 
WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) -- State water managers have acquired about 103,000 acres of land as part of a plan to reflood 43 miles of the Kissimmee River bed, allowing the water to reclaim its original meandering path toward Lake Okeechobee and on into the Everglades.

Development and farm land encroachment have shrunken the Everglades to half its original size of 4 million acres.

Fort Worth Star-Telegram: Trinity Uptown gets formal U.S. approval

By SCOTT STREATER and MAX B. BAKER, STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITERS

FORT WORTH - The federal government has formally approved the Trinity Uptown project, freeing planners to begin construction of the ambitious project designed to improve flood control and revitalize the area north of downtown this year.
The approval by the Army Corps of Engineers, announced Monday, allows project planners to start purchasing the dozens of properties in the path of a 1 1/2 -mile-long bypass channel to direct Trinity River floodwaters away from downtown Fort Worth, and to form a nonprofit group to oversee redevelopment of the area once construction is complete.
Trinity Uptown will take at least 10 years to build.
Cincinnati Enquirer: River study flawed, groups say
Army Corps of Engineers proposes lock fixes
BY DAN KLEPAL | ENQUIRER STAFF WRITER

Two environmental groups accused the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on Tuesday of overestimating the amount of goods being moved up and down the Ohio River in order to justify an expansion of the lock system, which could cost taxpayers as much as $2 billion.

Associated Press: Federal inspectors: Katrina contracts wasteful
By RUKMINI CALLIMACHI, ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

NEW ORLEANS -- Government agencies paid inflated prices for goods and services in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina in a system riddled with waste, three government inspectors general testified at a congressional hearing Monday.

It was the first time the three government auditors - inspectors general with the Department of Homeland Security, Department of Defense and Army - publicly disclosed figures on government waste in the Katrina recovery effort.

The inflated prices were a result of poor planning as well as a lack of proper oversight, the three said.

In the case of debris-removal contracts, awarded to four firms, the Auditor General of the Army found that the four subcontracted their work to multiple tiers of subcontractors, resulting in markups between 17 percent to 47 percent.

New Orleans Times-Picayune: Senators grill Corps, FEMA
Hearing details waste in relief spending 
By James Varney, Staff writer 

Testimony at a U.S. Senate subcommittee hearing Monday in New Orleans showed that in the matter of the Katrina cleanup, taxpayers got taken to the cleaners. 

The senators are investigating the massive federal spending on relief that continues to unfold along the portions of the Gulf Coast savaged by Hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Wilma. In particular, Monday's hearing was focused on big-ticket items handled by the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the Army Corps of Engineers -- debris removal, blue tarp roofs and temporary trailer housing -- which have already cost about $4.5 billion, testimony showed. 

Although the committee's work is not finished, and the lack of answers Monday means more questions will have to be submitted in writing, its chairman, Sen. Tom Coburn, R-Okla., said he had no doubt the findings would show gross overspending. 

New Orleans Times-Picayune Commentary: For the corps, a moment of truth
Oliver Houck
It is not easy to say a good word about the Army Corps of Engineers these days, but I will. When their analysis last week of the costs of levee protection for the city of New Orleans and the surrounding parishes jumped from $3.5 billion to an astronomical $9.5 billion, it drew howls of protest from Louisiana politicians and the press. Why weren't we told sooner? they demanded. Where'd you get those numbers? 
Well, fact is, nobody had recognized that the conditions here on the ground have been changing steadily for the worse. So the corps laid it out. 

My guess is that even these estimates are conservative. Like with the Superdome, you say $10 million for jobs like this, and they come in years later at $140 million. Quite possibly the high and perpetual costs of maintaining a levee system as massive as ours on sinking soils over the next 100 years are not even in the estimates. The annual maintenance costs on the Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet exceeded construction costs years ago. But apparently, what really shot the price tag up was recognizing some facts of nature we've been ignoring for years: We are subsiding rapidly, much of that subsidence is by our own hand -- and the hurricanes are getting worse. 

New Orleans Times-Picayune Editorial: When not to make nice
When Robert Bea and Raymond Seed, two engineering professors at the University of California at Berkeley, criticized the work of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers last month, the resulting dust-up was in the best interest of greater New Orleans. 
The Berkeley professors are members of an expert team that operates under grants from the National Science Foundation and from their home university. After they concluded that the corps was using overly sandy soil to rebuild the levees along the Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet in St. Bernard Parish, they voiced their concern that the new wall would not withstand a hurricane's storm surge. 

Those comments drew attention to the need for strong flood protection in St. Bernard Parish -- and created pressure to get the MR-GO levees built right. 

Now the Berkeley experts are hoping to move past the controversy and forge a more cooperative relationship with the corps. Such cooperation could lead to better information-sharing and reconstruction work -- to the extent that the corps acts more transparently and takes responsibility for the disaster that unfolded in New Orleans. But outside experts should remember that independence has its merits, too.
Associated Press: Mississippi Firm Put On Hold After Awarded Debris Removal Contract
A Gulfport firm recently awarded a $150 million contract from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for hurricane cleanup was put on hold Monday before it could begin work. 

The "cease and desist'' order was issued after Ashbritt Inc. of Pompano Beach, Fla., the company originally hired for debris removal, filed a protest with the Government Accountability Office. 

USACE
New York Times: Experts See Peril in Reduced Monitoring of Nation's Streams and Rivers 
By John Schwartz

 When Michael Griffin thinks about the stream gauge on the Licking River at Catawba, Ky., he says he has an uncomfortable sense that history may repeat itself.

The stream gauge, one of some 7,400 nationwide, does what its name implies: it measures the level and flow of water in a stream. The data have many uses, most prominently in providing warnings of floods.

In 1994, federal budget cuts led to the loss of a gauge on the Licking River at McKinneysburg. Three years later, a flash flood on the Licking inundated the town of Falmouth, six miles northwest, and killed four people.

The furor over the incident led to more gauges and increased federal financing. But in the past few years, budget pressures have built up once more. And this time, the gauge at Catawba is caught in the squeeze.

Associated Press: Corps releases money for new water intake
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. - The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will provide $2.8 million to connect a new water intake on Lake Oahe for a pipeline that serves the Cheyenne River Indian Reservation.

The new intake for the Mni Waste Water System will be put in much deeper water in Oahe. The current intake in shallow water leaves it vulnerable to siltation or being out of service if the water level drops low enough.

The Mni Waste Water System serves 14,000 people.

A water level below 1,562 feet above sea level will cause the intake to fail, officials say.

The lake stood at 1,576 feet Friday, but last month's forecast said it could flirt with 1,562 as early as August.

In the long term, officials say, the tribe might need a new, larger water treatment plant.

Associated Press: Gulf braces as new storm season approaches
With many still living in trailers, what would new hurricane wreak?
GULFPORT, Miss. - Joe Spraggins knows it will take stockpiles of food, water and fuel and better evacuation routes to survive if the Gulf Coast gets hit by another monster storm this coming hurricane season.
What the Harrison County emergency management director cannot fully plan for is the psychological toll another hurricane could exact on residents struggling to rebuild their lives after Katrina.
“They’re already at the point of breaking,” he said. “If we have another storm of any size this summer, mental health is going to be a huge issue.”
Katrina laid waste to tens of thousands of homes and businesses and killed more than 1,300 people in Louisiana and Mississippi. Now, less than two months before the next hurricane season starts June 1, overworked officials and frazzled homeowners are bracing for the possibility of another killer storm in a region where thousands still live in government-issued trailers or under blue tarps.
New Orleans Times-Picayune 
April 9, 2006 

MR-GO levee looks better, engineers say 
They see big improvements over past few weeks in St. Bernard 
By Karen Turni Bazile 
St. Bernard/Plaquemines bureau 
Two men who a few weeks ago were harshly critical of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' levee-restoration efforts said they liked what they saw on a Saturday tour of the Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet levee. 

University of California-Berkeley engineering professors Bob Bea and Ray Seed praised the corps for bringing in out-of-town quality soils to rebuild the levee, although they and two researchers from the Louisiana State University Hurricane Center told corps officials that levees along the channel in St. Bernard Parish must be armored because they are exposed to strong storm waves from the channel and Lake Borgne. 

Business Week 
April 10, 2006 

CASHING IN ON THE KATRINA CLEANUP;
Why the Army is about to hand an Indian tribe an enormous no-bid contract

By Dawn Kopecki, with Eamon Javers in Washington

The Mississippi Choctaw Indians are looking for another way to work Washington -- this time, through the Pentagon. You remember the Choctaws: The wealthy tribe got national notice last year as one of Jack Abramoff's biggest clients, paying the disgraced Republican lobbyist and his business partners more than $27.6 million to sway lawmakers on gaming issues. In Abramoff's recent plea agreement, he admitted to bribing members of Congress by funneling millions from the Choctaws and other tribes through charities.

Now the Choctaws are poised to receive a $300 million no-bid federal contract for post-Katrina cleanup in Mississippi. They are bereft of Abramoff's counsel: He was sentenced on Mar. 29 to nearly six years in prison and faces up to 30 more years for the charges involving the Choctaws. Yet the tribe has capitalized on contracting laws that favor Native Americans and on Congress' political pressure to steer Hurricane Katrina cleanup cash to home state companies. According to e-mails and documents reviewed by BusinessWeek, top Republicans led by Mississippi Senator Trent Lott have been leaning on the Army Corps of Engineers to replace AshBritt Inc., the big cleanup contractor based in Pompano Beach, Fla., with smaller home state firms.

New York Times Editorial 
April 8, 2006 

Know When to Hold 'Em 
Louisiana needs a comprehensive plan to protect its citizens from future storms. New Orleans and the surrounding region need stronger flood walls and levees, along with significant wetlands restoration, nature's crucial first line of defense.

The announcement last week that the levees in New Orleans would not meet the government insurance standard to protect against a 100-year flood set back the planning process significantly. The construction will most likely require another $6 billion. President Bush's Katrina czar, Donald Powell, is working with the Army Corps of Engineers to come up with a new budget request. It will not be easy with the deficit growing by the second, but it can and should be done.

New York Times 
April 10, 2006 

As Katrina Recedes, Newspapers Still Float 
By Katherine Q. Seelye 
  
BILOXI, Miss., April 8 — Glenn Currie, an architect, slid 50 cents into a coin box here the other morning and pulled out a copy of The Sun Herald, the local daily published in nearby Gulfport.

"I read it every day," he said. "They report what we need to know." 

Mr. Currie, 59, said he especially appreciated the paper's before-and-after series, which features a building before Hurricane Katrina struck seven months ago, and after, often to shocking effect.

Less than 80 miles west in New Orleans, a similarly intense reader interest is taking place. At CC's coffeehouse on Magazine Street one morning last week, there were so many people absorbed in that day's Times-Picayune that the scene looked like a commuter train.

"These writers are energized and passionate," said Angele Thionville, 34, a mother of three boys, as she glanced up from the paper. She was not a big fan of The Times-Picayune before Katrina, she said, but now if she misses the paper one day, "I feel so out of touch."

Associated Press 
April 9, 2006 

Iraq rebuilding effort short on money, time

Charles J. Hanley, The Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Iraq -- In their makeshift offices in a former Baghdad palace, a small army of American builders and engineers, oilmen and budgeteers is working overtime on last-minute projects to help reconstruct Iraq.

Their time is running short, their money running out.

After three years in which the U.S. government allocated more than $20 billion for Iraq reconstruction, a bill now making its way through Congress adds only $1.6 billion this year, just $100 million of it for construction -- not for building schools or power stations, but for prisons.

Does the sharp cut in aid surprise and disappoint the planners here? "Probably both," said Michael P. Fallon, programs chief for the major U.S. reconstruction agency here.

PortAl Iraq 
April 9, 2006 

New Najaf substations may provide power to 25,000 homes 

Three new substations were recently completed in Najaf. The Jamiaa, Aden and Shorta substations took approximately one year to build at a cost of $4.8 million each, according to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). 

The intended outcome of each substation - according to USACE - is to deliver electrical power to as many as 25,000 homes, depending on the actual amount each household uses.

In the upcoming months, Najaf will receive underground power feeder lines, neighborhood transformers, pole mounted power lines and one additional substation. The cost of the new projects total $44 million.

The three substations and other electricity projects are managed by USACE with use of the Iraq Relief and Reconstruction Fund (IRRF).

Associated Press 
April 9, 2006 
Flood center watches over state's massive water system

SAMANTHA YOUNG, Associated Press

In a room filled with computers, televisions and maps of California's intricate system of levees, rivers and reservoirs, dozens of people track water levels by the minute and relay the latest weather forecasts to communities lying in the path of potential disaster.

Since last week, more than 100 state and federal employees, supported by volunteers, have staffed the State-Federal Flood Operations Center in a nondescript Sacramento office building. Otherwise known as the ''nerve center,'' it monitors California's swollen water-delivery system and gives information to the agencies that manage dams, weirs and levees.

In simple terms, the information it provides is designed to prevent a Katrina-style catastrophe in California's Central Valley.

Sacramento Bee (California) 
April 9, 2006 
Bad assumptions undermine levees

Carrie Peyton Dahlberg Bee Staff Writer

On a cloudy February day in 1998, the Army Corps of Engineers wrote Sacramento flood officials to tell them that Natomas, a deep floodplain with wide stretches of undeveloped land, had been fortified against 100-year floods.

It was what everyone had been waiting for. It would lead to cheaper flood insurance, an end to mandatory insurance and the complete lifting of a building moratorium. It would encourage acres of new homes to spread through Natomas, nearly tripling the area's population to 67,000.

Yet that assurance of 100-year protection from rivers and canals was based on illusion. 


Sacramento Bee (California) 
April 9, 2006 
‘Danger stage'; San Joaquin at second-highest level ever;
River surge making way toward Delta

Jim Downing and Todd Milbourn Bee Staff Writers

Emergency crews Saturday rushed to protect levees along the lower San Joaquin River from major flood flows expected to reach the Manteca area Monday, rise above a "danger stage" early Tuesday and last through the week.

With the break in the rainy weather Saturday and showers of less than a quarter of an inch forecast for today, officials reported no problems in the Sacramento River system. Instead, their attention was focused on communities along the San Joaquin River south of the Delta, about a 90-minute drive from Sacramento.

The river is experiencing its second highest flows on record - surpassed only by the flood year of 1997, National Weather Service senior hydrologist Andy Morin said. 
Saint Paul Pioneer Press (Minnesota) 
April 9, 2006 
Officials check out damage from floods

Associated Press

GRAND FORKS, N.D. — As Red River floodwaters slowly recede in downstream areas, officials are taking stock of everything from golf course damage to the effectiveness of water diversion channels in Grand Forks.

Cleanup already has begun at several golf courses in the Fargo, N.D.-Moorhead, Minn., area.

"This is the most water we've ever had on the golf course, even in 1997," said Dean Ellingson, golf pro at the Maple River course in Mapleton, N.D., in reference to the disastrous floods that wrecked Grand Forks and much of the Red River Valley nine years ago. "But it's been a dramatic improvement since earlier in the week. We've been through this before. We know the routine. We'll be back golfing shortly."

Associated Press 
April 10, 2006 

World War II target range may need cleanup 

CORVALLIS, Ore. (AP) — Ammunition and explosives dating back to World War II still litters some of the fields and forests of Camp Adair, raising the possibility of a cleanup 60 years later, officials say.

"It's not a lot over 60 years, but it's pretty consistent — things being found every five or 10 years and as recently as 2001. It's still out there," said Zane Tuta of Shaw Environmental, an Army Corps of Engineers contractor in Denver.

The corps wants to assess the danger to people and the environment with an inspection of the former military training base. It could lead to a cleanup of hazardous, toxic or radioactive material, officials say.

Last week, the corps held a meeting at Santiam Christian School that drew only a handful of people. 


1. New Orleans Times-Picayune Editorial 
April 7, 2006 

EDITORIAL: It's about time 

After refusing for months to take responsibility for the fatal collapse of floodwalls in New Orleans during Hurricane Katrina, the Army Corps of Engineers' commander acknowledged the existence of design flaws Wednesday. 
"We have now concluded we had problems with the design of the structure. We had hoped that wasn't the case, but we recognize it is the reality," Lt. Gen. Carl Strock told a U.S. Senate committee. 
Residents of greater New Orleans can be forgiven for wondering what took him so long. Outside engineers investigating the levee breaches have built a damning case against the corps in recent months, and the agency's failings have been obvious for some time now. 
But until the corps' own outside review panel sent Lt. Gen. Strock a letter March 23 outlining multiple mistakes made by the corps in the design of the 17th Street Canal floodwall, the corps had deflected criticism of its practices. Even after the letter from the American Society of Civil Engineers was made public, corps officials tried to shift blame to Congress, local governments and budgetary constraints. 
But it is the corps that signed off on a design it should have known was dangerously flawed. The corps' own research, done in the mid-1980s, had revealed the potential for a water-filled gap to form on the canal side of the floodwall and essentially slice the levee in half. That is what happened at the 17th Street Canal. 
In fact, the corps had any number of opportunities to correct basic design flaws that weakened the canal wall. The judgment of the ASCE panel was that the 17th Street Canal floodwall was "designed too close to the margins for a critical life-safety structure." 
So, it is no surprise that it failed. 
Lt. Gen. Strock, however, continues to maintain that the corps could not have foreseen the conditions that led to the breach of the canal and the flooding of New Orleans. That is not a credible stance. And the corps simply looks foolish trying to cling to its claim of innocence. 
2. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
April 7, 2006 

Corps, critics will try to reconcile 
Agency open to discussing levee fix quality 
By Bob Marshall, Staff writer 

Two of the independent investigators who have been most critical of the Army Corps of Engineers are scheduled to meet with agency officials Saturday to discuss concerns about the quality of repairs to the Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet levees. 

University of California-Berkeley engineering professors Bob Bea and Ray Seed got into a mud fight with the corps last month with accusations that the agency was using substandard soils to rebuild a part of the levee shattered by Hurricane Katrina. The corps fired back with a national news release, questioning's Bea's findings. The professors responded with their own national news release questioning the corps again. 

Now, the Berkeley engineers say they hope this weekend will begin a new era of cooperation. 

"All this fighting and bickering is just diverting our attention from the real battle here, and that's getting something that will protect the people of New Orleans," said Bea, a member of the Independent Levee Investigation Team financed by grants from the National Science Foundation and the University of California-Berkeley. 

"We've offered to share information in the past. I'm thrilled this is happening." 

A diplomatic air 
Dan Hitchings, the civil head of Task Force Guardian, the corps' effort to rebuild New Orleans area levees to pre-Katrina levels, agreed. 

"These guys have a lot of experience, so if they see problems we're not seeing, we need to be aware of them and take care of them," he said. "Our issue with them has been they were making claims about the entire levee system, after looking at just one or two spots after one visit. 

"There's a big difference between saying you have one weak spot and the whole thing is made of substandard materials. So we want to sit down and see what questions they still have." 

Bea said that will be a long list. 

In fact, the corps admitted last week that since the initial controversy, it has replaced a section of the levee Bea said was being rebuilt with soils that were too sandy to withstand the pounding of a hurricane storm surge. Hitchings said the weak soils at that section were missed by the corps inspectors on the job site who are monitoring the material being used by contractors. Since then, the number of inspectors has been doubled, and outside engineering firms participating in the job also have a more robust presence at the site, he said. 

Hitchings and Kevin Wagner, the corps project manager, also said the weaker soils being mined from pits at the site are now being mixed with more than 600,000 cubic yards of stronger clays imported from Mississippi. 

"We've got inspectors and we're doing lab tests (on the site), constantly checking the strength of the soils we're using," Wagner said. "We're got twice the number of inspectors we normally use, because we're trying to expedite this, and it's working. 

"We're on schedule to get this done by the June 1 deadline." 

3. Jackson (MS) Clarion-Ledger 
April 7, 2006 

Mississippi firm to get $150M debris removal contract 

By Joshua Cogswell 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is expected to announce today that a Mississippi company will receive a debris removal contract worth up to $150 million.

The likely winner will be a partnership between Philadelphia-based Yates Construction, the state's largest construction firm, and Falkner-based Hill Brothers Construction, according to Randy Perkins, president of AshBritt Inc., whose company made an unsuccessful bid.

Officials with Yates and Hill Brothers could not be reached for comment Thursday evening. 

Michael Logue, a spokesman for the Army Corps of Engineers, confirmed a Mississippi firm had been selected for the work but would not name the winning bidder.

Third District U.S. Rep. Chip Pickering has been fighting for months for more work to go to Mississippi contractors. 

On March 28, Pickering helped a bill pass the House of Representatives that would make geographic set-asides part of the Stafford Act, the law that governs federal disaster response.

"I am confident these contractors will do the work of cleaning up their home state better and faster," Pickering said. 

AshBritt was awarded a $500 million contract in September with an option to extend it for another $500 million. 

In December, the Corps announced it would rebid the debris removal work to Mississippi-based firms after there was harsh criticism that local firms were not getting federal recovery dollars.

The contract was supposed to be awarded by the end of January, but AshBritt appealed to the General Accounting Office. 

On March 20, the appeal was denied, opening the door for Mississippi companies to pick up the rest of the work. 

Pickering said giving in-state contractors prime contracts helps local economies recover and AshBritt's protest only cost the state money.

Perkins said rebidding the work was "politically motivated" and will make it more expensive and time-consuming. 

He would not discuss the rates Ashbritt was being paid for debris removal. 

"You don't run a contractor out of the state when they've performed to the standards we have performed to and change your game plan," Perkins said.

4. Associated Press 
April 7, 2006 

Work on Ark. irrigation project temporarily suspended 

By DANIEL CONNOLLY

Most of the work on the $319 million irrigation project in eastern Arkansas has been temporarily suspended.

The delay is to avoid running over budget, a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers spokesman said Thursday. Crews stopped work in mid-March on the project to pump water out of the White River for farm irrigation to avoid spending more money than Congress authorized. The work will resume Oct. 1, the beginning of the federal fiscal year.

The slowdown comes as environmental groups continue to try to block the project. They were dealt a setback Thursday, with an Arkansas Supreme Court decision to turn down their appeal in their state lawsuit. But a similar case aimed at preserving habitat for the rare ivory-billed woodpecker is continuing in federal court and a ruling could be issued soon.

In the federal lawsuit, a document filed Tuesday said the federal government had ordered the major contractor, Granite Construction, to stop all work on a pump station except for concrete work and jobs necessary to bring the structure to the elevation of 190 feet.

Bob Anderson, a spokesman for the Army Corps at Memphis, Tenn., said the decision for the slowdown was related to a new law regulating how government agencies can spend money.

The irrigation project began last summer with the start of construction of the pump station near DeValls Bluff. About $80 million dollars has been spent so far, said Bob Anderson, a spokesman for the Army Corps in Memphis, Tenn.

Advocates of the project say it would relieve pressure on dwindling underground water supplies by pumping water out of the river. The project would supply water to four counties: Arkansas, Prairie and parts of Lonoke and Monroe counties. The eastern Arkansas counties are known for rice farming, which requires large amounts of water.

"If the project were not built, estimates are that by 2015, you would see an annual decrease in agricultural production of $46 million dollars per year," Anderson said.

But the Arkansas Wildlife Federation and National Wildlife Federation argue that draining water from the White River could dry up wetlands and change the vegetation of the area, said Richard H. Mays, an attorney for the groups.

"This will affect fish and wildlife in the area," he said. 


5. Federal Times 
April 7, 2006 

War, disaster response raise travel costs 
Katrina helps push ’05 spending to record levels 
By Stephen Losey 
  
Whether your employees are headed for Iraq or to the Gulf Coast for Hurricane Katrina recovery, travel to disaster areas can be complicated - and expensive. 

Federal travel spending hit record levels in fiscal 2005, with $15.4 billion going to sending government workers on official travel. And the agency that saw the biggest percentage jump - the Army Corps of Engineers - said much of its increase came from having to suddenly deploy large numbers of personnel after Katrina. 

“This was probably our largest single short-term response ever,” said Army Corps spokesman George Halford. 

The Army Corps deployed nearly 2,000 engineers and other employees to the Gulf Coast in September, the last month of fiscal 2005. And getting so many employees to a devastated area carries its own set of challenges. 

For example, Katrina knocked the Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport out of business for about two weeks. So many of those federal rescue, relief and recovery workers heading to New Orleans had to fly into out-of-the-way airports until the city’s airport opened for passenger business on Sept. 13. 

Halford said the Army Corps flew hundreds of its employees into staging areas in places such as Jackson, Miss., where they were briefed, equipped, and given shots and other medical preparation. From those staging areas, relief workers drove to New Orleans and other affected parts of Louisiana and Mississippi, where they repaired New Orleans’ vital levees, pumped water from the drowned city, patched and repaired damaged roofs, and cleared debris, among other jobs. 

And even once Army Corps employees got to their destinations, finding quarters to sleep proved another challenge. New Orleans’ hotels were out of commission and rooms in nearby cities such as Baton Rouge, La., were booked solid. 

“Everybody was competing for the same hotel space,” Halford said. 

So the Army Corps moved quarter boats - essentially floating dorms with their own power, cafeterias, laundry and sewage treatment - into the area to provide temporary housing for many employees. Army Corps spokesman Mike Logue from Vicksburg, Miss., did not know how many quarter boats in all were deployed, but said his office housed about 500 employees on its three boats. 

Although the logistics were a challenge, Halford said finding volunteers was easy. 
“When something like this happens, you don’t have to worry about finding people,” Halford said. “You get the best of folks saying, ‘Send me.’” 

6. Government Executive 
April 6, 2006 

Bush picks acting FEMA chief to take job permanently 
The White House announced Thursday that President Bush will nominate R. David Paulison to head the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 
Paulison has been acting FEMA chief since Michael Brown resigned from the position last September under mounting criticism for how the federal government handled the response to Hurricane Katrina. 
Prior to taking the FEMA job, Paulison was head of the U.S. Fire Administration, and at the same time served as FEMA's director for preparedness. Before moving into the federal government, he was chief of the Miami-Dade Fire Rescue Department, where he began his career as a firefighter in 1971. 
The New York Times reported Sunday that seven people who were contacted by the Bush administration about taking the top job at FEMA took themselves out of the running for the post. 
Brown had said in recent interviews that he knew of candidates who had turned down offers to head the agency because they believed FEMA was in too much turmoil. The Homeland Security Department denied those claims. 
With the start of this year's hurricane season just weeks away, House appropriators threatened last week to withhold FEMA funds unless the Bush administration filled the agency's top leadership positions.
1. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
April 6, 2006 

Levees to lack full armoring in storm season, corps says 
Financing request pending in Congress 
By Bob Marshall, Staff writer 
Contractors and officials with the Army Corps of Engineers say they are confident they will be standing atop rebuilt levees on the eastern edge of the city for a ribbon-cutting by the June 1 start of hurricane season. But they also say a key safety component for the levees under their feet -- armoring for the most vulnerable spots -- likely will be missing for months after that deadline. 
Dan Hitchings, the civilian administrator for Task Force Guardian, the corps' effort to bring all New Orleans area levees back to pre-Hurricane Katrina strength, said that with financing requests for the critical work still pending in Congress, armoring definitely will not be in place by June 1. He could not say when it will be. 
That assessment has corps and private contractors involved in the work nervous about the results. 
"Armoring is something we feel is absolutely necessary for these levees," said Kevin Wagner, who is in charge of the corps' work to rebuild the shattered levees along the Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet. "We've said that all along. We're just waiting for authorization so we can move on this thing. 
"Armoring is critical," he said. 
Protection from collapse 
Armoring involves putting a water-resistant layer such as concrete or grass-protecting synthetic blankets on the surface of a levee to guard against two threats: the pounding by waves from wind-driven storm surge that can dislodge vegetation and cause the levees to collapse; and the overtopping by the surge or waves that, as the water rushes down the land-side levee slope, can remove vegetation, leaving the soils open to rapid scouring and eventual collapse. 
Corps and outside investigators have said overtopping led to many of the levee breaches that caused the most serious flooding during Katrina, including large sections of the MR-GO levee that sent floodwaters into St. Bernard Parish, as well as sections of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway levee that flooded homes in eastern New Orleans and the Lower 9th Ward. 
Had armoring been in place on those levees, corps officials and Louisiana State University researchers said, the structures likely would have remained intact, and flooding in those areas might have been greatly reduced from catastrophic to inconvenient. That's because flooding from overtopping lasts only as long as the storm surge is higher than the levees: usually a few hours. However, when a levee collapses, flooding continues until the surge retreats to sea level, which can take days.
2. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
April 6, 2006 

Corps chief admits to 'design failure' 

By Bill Walsh, Washington bureau 

WASHINGTON -- In the closest thing yet to a mea culpa, the commander of the Army Corps of Engineers acknowledged Wednesday that a "design failure" led to the breach of the 17th Street Canal levee that flooded much of the city during Hurricane Katrina. 

Lt. Gen. Carl Strock told a Senate committee that the corps neglected to consider the possibility that floodwalls atop the 17th Street Canal levee would lurch away from their footings under significant water pressure and eat away at the earthen barriers below. 

"We did not account for that occurring," Strock said after the Senate Appropriations subcommittee hearing. "It could be called a design failure." 

A botched design has long been suspected by independent forensic engineers probing the levee failures. A panel of engineering experts confirmed it last month in a report saying the "I-wall" design could not withstand the force of the rising water in the canal and triggered the breach. 

But until Wednesday the corps, which designed and oversaw construction of the levees, had not explicitly taken responsibility for the mistake. 

"We have now concluded we had problems with the design of the structure," Strock told members of the subcommittee that finances corps operations. "We had hoped that wasn't the case, but we recognize it is the reality." 

Experts from the National Science Foundation, the external review panel for the corps, said potential problems have been known for some time. They cited a 1986 corps study that warned of just such separations in the floodwalls. 

But Strock told the panel that the corps was unaware of the potential hazard before Aug. 29, when Hurricane Katrina drove a massive surge of water against New Orleans' storm-protection system. He said the corps is evaluating all the levees to see whether they, too, could fail in the same way. 

"There may be other elements in the system designed that way that may have to be addressed," Strock said. 

A lawyer who has filed a class-action lawsuit over the levee failures said Strock's statement may mean little for his case because the corps is generally immune from legal liability by virtue of a 1928 law that put the agency in the levee-building business. 

"The words are heavy and important," Joseph Bruno said. "The problem is legal impediment called immunity. It was tort reform that began in 1928."

3. Aerospace Daily & Defense Report
April 6, 2006 
DOD Plans $5B In Spending To Fight IEDs By End Of '06 
By Michael Bruno 

By the end of 2006, the U.S. military will have spent $5 billion to combat improvised explosive devices (IEDs), including more than $3 billion allocated this year alone.

Brig. Gen. Randolph Alles, commander of the Marine Corps Warfighting Lab and a member of the Defense Department's newly permanent Joint IED Defeat Organization, told the Navy League's SeaAirSpace symposium April 5 that the DOD is asking industry to focus on technologies that "pre-detonate" the bombs.

Alles would not offer more details in an open forum following the Pentagon's desire to clamp down on public discussion of counter-IED technologies and tactics. The general said insurgents continue to show quick adaptation to new responses.

Defense officials last fall started reaching out in earnest to companies, but only executives already cleared to go behind closed doors can attend the industry briefings (DAILY, Jan. 30). Officials have complained since at least last year that they believe industry could ramp up efforts to help combat the leading weapon against U.S. forces in Iraq and Afghanistan. But some entrepreneurs complain about not knowing what the DOD is looking for. Indeed, Alles answer came in response to an audience question about what the DOD has already looked at and discarded.

The Bush administration's latest fiscal 2006 supplemental request for Iraq, Afghanistan and other spending includes about $1.9 billion for counter-IED efforts (DAILY, March 13). That comes on top of $1.4 billion already provided in the previous FY '06 "bridge" supplemental passed along with the FY '06 defense acts last December.

In March, the House provided $1.958 billion to procure and develop equipment to defeat IEDs. On April 4, Senate appropriators outlined $303,000 more in their bill, but did so within a new Joint IED Defeat Fund. Under the fund, the DOD is told to provide detailed information on its IED-defeat group and then report quarterly on changing IED threats, according to the report accompanying the Senate Appropriations Committee's bill.

4. New York Times 
April 6, 2006 

Plans for Pier Bogged Down in a Dispute With the City 

By PATRICK McGEEHAN 

For nearly two decades, city officials have hoped to see Pier A, a historic landmark at the northern edge of Battery Park, revived as a tourist attraction on the downtown waterfront. But the latest attempt to make commercial use of the 120-year-old pier is bogging down in a dispute between the city and an ambitious ferry operator.

The operator, New York Waterway Tours, planned to start offering hourly harbor cruises from the pier next week. But the city's Economic Development Corporation has refused to grant permission to reopen the pier, which is leased to a company controlled by one of the owners of the tour-boat operator.

The man behind the plan for the harbor cruises is William B. Wachtel, a Manhattan lawyer with designs on reviving the city-owned Pier A as a transportation center. He hopes it will serve as a hub for commuters traveling to and from New Jersey as well as tourists to the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island.

His efforts are being closely watched by competitors in the city's small but contentious ferry industry.

''Circle Line continues to support efforts to upgrade Pier A, and though we have seen activity of a sightseeing business, we are not aware that it has received approval from appropriate agencies,'' said J. B. Meyer, the president of Circle Line Harbor Cruises, another tour operator.

Mr. Wachtel controls Wings Point Associates, which is leasing the pier, and the BillyBey Ferry Company, which he created a year ago to bail out the struggling operator of the Waterway ferries. BillyBey owns half of the Waterway fleet and half of an excursion business, New York Waterway Tours.

Last week, workers for the tour company started gearing up to start hourly cruises of the harbor from the pier. A schedule for the cruises, beginning April 14, appeared on Waterway's Web site and a trailer that would serve as a ticket office appeared at the edge of Battery Park. Other boat operators reported seeing boats making test runs from the pier. A spokesman for the United States Coast Guard, Petty Officer Mike Lutz, said yesterday that the Coast Guard had granted a permit to Waterway for excursion cruises to operate from Pier A beginning around April 14.

But there is a hitch: Wings Point and the city have been tied up in litigation over the progress of the renovation of Pier A for years and officials of the development corporation are not willing to cooperate until the lawsuits are settled. Janel Patterson, a spokeswoman for the development corporation, said this week that ''we are in workout negotiations with the leaseholder'' and added that ''we also advised them that it's premature for them to advertise or promote ferry service from Pier A.'' But two days later, Waterway was still advertising that cruises would begin on April 14.

Pat Smith, a spokesman for New York Waterway Tours and its owners, declined to say whether the company would run the tours without the city's consent. ''A final decision has not been made'' about operating sightseeing boats or commuter ferries from the pier, he said.

The dispute with the city has also threatened Mr. Wachtel's plan to run commuters to and from the pier. Waterway filed an application with the Army Corps of Engineers last year seeking permission to anchor barges alongside the pier so that ferries could dock perpendicular to it.

5. Wahpeton, N.D. Daily News 
April 5, 2006 

Officials thankful to one man 

By Mary Nelson 

A sense of relief was evident Monday night at the Breckenridge City Council meeting as another flood disaster was diverted.

City officials believe a man they can't even remember the name of deserves a reward for his idea to build a diversion channel around the city.

The concept was the idea of one man with the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers who determined after the 1997 flood that a diversion channel was the best idea to prevent future flooding in Breckenridge.

City attorney Tim Fox suggested the city at minimum send a note of thanks to the man only remembered as Stuart. 
The council even discussed a proclamation in the man's honor or naming the diversion channel after him. 
The Red River is still in flood stage within the Twin Towns, but has been receding since Saturday night. The diversion channel is meant to draw water away from a flooding Red River. The channel pulls water from the Otter Tail River and diverts it north of the city until it meets up with the Red once again a few miles north of Breckenridge.

Mayor Cliff Barth commended Director of Public Services Jeff Muehler and told him to pass on the city's thanks to Street Foreman Mike Dohman and the public works crew for their work in preventing flood waters from breaching their banks any more than the river did throughout the city.

The crew did a great job keeping their cool under pressure and held the water back, Barth said. City employees worked split shifts during the weekend to help keep the city safe. Barth referred to it as a great cooperative effort.

Alderman Clint Conzemius credited the mayor for his level headedness throughout the high water situation. 
"It just makes my job easier when everyone works together. We didn't have to throw one sand bag," Barth said. 
City Clerk-Treasurer Blaine Hill was out of town on National Guard duty during the city crisis and said that how things were handled is a testament to the preventative work done across the city.
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6. The Forum,(Fargo, ND) 
April 5, 2006 

Fargo left to ‘wait and watch’ after days of work
By Mike Nowatzki
  
The dikes were done, the sandbags were stockpiled and the Red River in Fargo was cresting Tuesday evening. 
“We’re kind of in a wait and watch mode now,” Mayor Bruce Furness said. “We think we’ve done everything we need to do.” 

Fargo braced for what was expected to be the second- or third-highest crest in the past 100 years. 
Late Tuesday afternoon, Public Works Director Dennis Walaker said the river was cresting and would fluctuate by just a few tenths of a foot overnight. The river was at 37.13 feet at 8 p.m., up just
.08 feet from four hours earlier and up .34 feet from 8 a.m. 

“It’s really slowing down, so hopefully this will be it and it will stay up there for a day or two and start going down,” Walaker said. 

The National Weather Service didn’t change its crest forecast of 37.5 feet. Flood stage is 18 feet; the record crest is 39.57 feet from 1997. 

“It looks from the data like it is still going to go up a tenth or two,” meteorologist Dan Riddle said. 
Gov. John Hoeven flew over the area Tuesday morning before touring flooded areas in and around the city by bus. 
“It’s really the Red Lake right now. I mean, it’s just really spread out,” he said of the river. 
Volunteers and city workers had sandbagged 51 homes, with three to go Tuesday, Furness said. The city’s water and wastewater treatment plants were operating smoothly, but he warned that residents could be asked to curtail water usage if the city receives significant rainfall. 

Forecasts called for 1 to 1½ inches of rain Wednesday evening through Friday, but Furness said that should only lengthen the crest, not raise it. He reminded residents to empty sump pumps into their yards to keep excess water out of the sanitary sewer system. 

City staff and the Corps of Engineers planned to monitor the city’s permanent dikes and temporary clay dikes 24 hours a day. 

“Particularly as it rains, we might have some concerns there,” Furness said. 
Hoeven said 100 National Guard members who helped build emergency dikes in Lidgerwood are standing by ready to help Fargo in case of an emergency. 

“Clearly, folks here in the valley have been through this drill before, and it shows,” he said. 
About $350,000 worth of temporary dikes were built in Fargo during the past week, said Tim Bertschi, area flood engineer for the Corps of Engineers. That’s far less than the more than $2 million spent in 1997 or the roughly $1.2 million spent in 2001, he said, attributing savings to buyouts and other mitigation efforts since the 1997 flood. 

Hoeven said statewide flood damage to roads, bridges and culverts will likely exceed $1 million, the threshold for triggering federal assistance. 

7. Christian Science Monitor 
April 6, 2006 

As water rises, a valley tested on past lessons 

By Amanda Paulson | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 
GRAND FORKS, N.D. - An entire river valley is holding its collective breath this week - even as it launches into frantic activity laying sandbags and fortifying homes - to see if its past lessons have paid off.
So far, the answer seems to be yes. 

The Red River of the North isn't quite reaching those staggering 1997 levels that turned it briefly into the "Red Sea" and engulfed dozens of towns, including Grand Forks, N.D., and its sister city, East Grand Forks, across the river in Minnesota. But as it surges this week some 20 feet above flood stage, and spreads out across the valley in vast swaths, locals are closely watching the dozens of new systems and plans put in place since then.
To further prepare, Minnesota Gov. Tim Pawlenty this week authorized the mobilization of 135 National Guard troops to work in three counties to aid with dike patrols, security, and traffic control.
In East Grand Forks, a brand-new system of walls and levees virtually surrounds the town, higher than before. Two of the town's three bridges across the Red River are closed, with metal walls erected to stave off the water that's already covered parts of the bridge roads.
It's a test that's come early - the new flood protection system is only 85 percent complete and probably won't be finished for another year - but locals are hoping that it, along with the extra fortification the towns have put in place in the past few days, will be enough. Some watched the seepage coming through a bridge gate on the Minnesota side with trepidation, and worried about ice damage to the bridge. They wondered why the towns couldn't manage to finish the $400 million project by now.
"We figured with the new system in place, it's going to be OK, but it's higher than people expected," says Jack Hammen, an accountant who was here in Grand Forks, N.D., for the '79 flood and had to leave his home for three weeks in 1997. "As long as it crests today [Wednesday] and starts going down tomorrow - then I'll feel even better."
That's what weather forecasters were predicting Wednesday, expecting the swollen river would top off around 47-1/2 feet. That's enough to leave a huge swath of what's now mostly a greenway underwater, but less than in 1997.
Back then, predictions that the water would top out at 49 feet - 21 feet above flood stage - proved far too low. The 54-foot flood toppled levees and swamped the town, forcing 75 percent of Grand Forks residents and 90 percent of East Grand Forks residents to evacuate. A fire in downtown Grand Forks in the middle of the flooding consumed 11 buildings.
It's taken the cities years to recover - East Grand Forks lost some 15 percent of its population, and had to rebuild three of its four schools - but it also forced some serious planning and tough decisions.
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Corps panel OKs plans to develop Craney Island

By GREGORY RICHARDS, The Virginian-Pilot

The Virginia Port Authority’s plans to develop Craney Island in Portsmouth into a massive marine cargo terminal by 2017 took a major step forward this week with the approval of a key Army Corps of Engineers panel. 

With the unanimous backing of the corps’ Washington-based Civil Works Review Board, the 600-acre project’s Environmental Impact Statement will be released for a final 30-day review by local, state and federal agencies and organizations, according to the corps. The five-member board reviews projects for compliance with federal policies.

The project’s feasibility study, which encompasses environmental and economic impact, may also be released for review, according to the Port Authority.

Once that comment period is over - no start date has been set - the corps’ Norfolk office and the Port Authority will address any concerns, and the corps’ top commander will prepare his final report, said Nancy Allen, a spokeswoman for the corps in Norfolk. That report will be sent to the assistant secretary of the Army for Civil Works, who will review it and forward it to Congress.

“We’re coming into the home stretch,” Allen said. “This is a significant step for us, for the project, but there are still several steps that need to be taken.”

Among the groups that will be reviewing the latest documents are the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality and the Elizabeth River Project, a Portsmouth-based environmental group.

Those groups have commented on the project’s plans, so “we don’t anticipate any major concerns,” said J.J. “Jeff” Keever, the Port Authority’s deputy executive director. 

Also, the final reports are not significantly different from the draft versions, and the board did not recommend any major changes when it made its decision Tuesday, Allen said.

In a presentation to the board, Col. Yvonne J. Prettyman-Beck, commander of the corps’ Norfolk District, made the case that the expansion is in the nation’s best interest 

because it would save $6 billion over 50 years, according to a copy of the presentation. 


9. Fayetteville (NC) Observer
April 5, 2006 
McNeill Outlines Challenges Ahead For Army 

By Henry Cuningham, Military editor 

The Army faces financial and recruiting challenges in the “long war,” Gen. Dan K. McNeill said Tuesday at Fort Bragg. 
“It’s going to get a little hard in the business we are in,” McNeill said. “We have enjoyed some plenty. We’ve enjoyed the bounty of a favorable Congress and support of the people of America, but what I see on the horizon is a little bit darker clouds, especially when it gets to do with the fiscal resource.”

McNeill is commanding general of U.S. Army Forces Command at Fort McPherson in Atlanta. His command is higher headquarters for the 18th Airborne Corps, which has headquarters at Fort Bragg.

He urged full funding for the Army request in the president’s 2007 budget proposal as well as “continued supplemental funding” for combat operations.

McNeill, who grew up in Duplin County and graduated from N.C. State University, is former commander of Fort Bragg and the 18th Airborne Corps and the 82nd Airborne Division.

He spoke to an audience of several hundred at the Braxton Bragg Chapter of the Association of the U.S. Army’s Symposium and Expo at the Fort Bragg Officers’ Club.

Seeking support 
McNeill urged his audience to “take a message to wherever you can take it to make sure we get the resources that we need to keep this institution strong, as it is today.” The association’s members include civic and business leaders as well as active-duty soldiers. Unlike the Army, the organization is free to lobby Congress.

He also asked his audience to help recruit soldiers in their schools, churches, work places and neighborhoods. 
“This is the best Army we have ever had,” said McNeill, who has spent more than 37 years on active duty. “But I also need to say, ‘Long war. Different kind of enemy. We are going to need a better Army tomorrow.’”

The Army needs to change to meet the challenges of increasingly complex warfare, McNeill said. 
“We are not likely to face a uniformed force, regimented and organized in the way that we are used to, equipped with legacy platforms and all that jazz,” he said. “Rather what we are facing today and what we will face tomorrow are enemies that employ irregular tactics, terror and psychowarfare in all its forms.”

The 9/11 events were followed by attacks in Madrid and London and could foreshadow future attacks, he said. 
“It ain’t over,” he said. “These dudes are still trying to get at us in that sort of way.” 
Evolving roles 
The Army has to “overcome years of underfunding.” In years past, the Army had “large numbers of forces on our books that in reality lacked the people, equipment, training and support” to do their assigned jobs.

One key to the Army’s future is leadership development, he said. 
“We are no longer simply training our leaders, teaching them what to think,” McNeill said. “We are also educating them, teaching them how to think.”

The Army is reviewing how it trains, educates, assigns and develops military and civilian leaders. Iraqis and Afghans are participating in Army exercises at the national training centers in Louisiana and California. A battalion commander at a training center faces language barriers and cultural differences “exactly as he will have to do when he deploys this summer.”

The nation must be committed to recruit, train and support soldiers and spend money for equipment and infrastructure, he said.

McNeill told of a California National Guard transportation company that was supposed to have 170 soldiers but only seven were available to mobilize.

“The other 163 had to be gathered from over 65 units in over 49 different locations,” he said. Of those, 140 had the wrong specialties and needed retraining, he said.

“We are turning all this around now,” McNeill said. “We are not there, but we are turning it around.” 
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Senate Panel Adds Billions to Bush Plan for Storm Relief 
By Leslie Eaton 
  
Spurred by an influential Mississippi Republican, the Senate moved yesterday toward adding billions of dollars to the Bush administration's $19 billion hurricane relief request, which was approved by the House last month.

The additional money, voted by the Senate Appropriations Committee, means that Louisiana will most likely retain all of the $4.2 billion that the House approved for home rebuilding. Texas and Mississippi had been expected to vie for a share of those funds, but the provisions adopted by the committee yesterday, adding about $8 billion in hurricane relief that would also help other programs and states, heads off such a battle.

The committee is led by Senator Thad Cochran of Mississippi, who added considerable aid for his state. The legislation includes $700 million to relocate a privately owned freight rail line in Mississippi, $1.2 billion for a pilot program favored by Mississippi's governor to replace trailers with cottages and $1 billion in block grants that are likely to go to Mississippi and Texas. 

Quite apart from hurricane relief, the committee, at the request of Senator Byron L. Dorgan, Democrat of North Dakota, also added to the bill $4 billion to help farmers hurt by drought and high energy costs. Other provisions would provide more than $2 billion for fighting avian flu and $648 million for improving port security. 

All this money is now part of a $106.5 billion supplemental spending bill, passed by the committee yesterday, the bulk of which - roughly $68 billion - is to pay for the war in Iraq. Like the House, the Senate committee included special funds for armored military vehicles.

The full Senate is likely to take up the bill after returning from a recess that begins at the end of the week. Eventually the additions, should they be approved on the floor, will have to be negotiated with the House. But some senators are pledging to fight the ballooning supplemental appropriation, which they say should be used for emergency spending only.

2. Christian Science Monitor 
April 5, 2006 

For Gulf towns, anxious wait on flood plain status 
New federal maps, due soon, will probably decide where Louisianians can rebuild. 
By Patrik Jonsson | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 
BURAS, LA. - The Buras water tower is still on its side where hurricane Katrina pushed it over as though it were a LEGO toy. Schools are still closed. Water treatment is nonexistent.
Sure, a few determined survivors have returned to battered Plaquemines Parish, which looked like an inundated shrimper after sustaining four levee breaks.
But for most, the decision of whether to return is becoming more complex. Buras - and other towns in lower Plaquemines - may face a tougher road toward rebuilding if maps expected to be released this week determine that they are ineligible for federal flood insurance.
At issue: the original levees, though repaired, have proven unworthy against Katrina-size storms, and cost estimates for bolstering them have tripled, to $9 billion. That makes the maps a key to the recovery riddle, since they will guide rebuilding and factor in developers' calculations. The situation is testing the pride of Louisiana's original parish. 
And it's shedding light on how rebuilding will occur in the most stormwracked corners of the Gulf Coast, as communities compete for levee improvement funds.
"I need schools to send my kids to, I need a church to follow my faith, and Buras is getting none of that," says Lynda Banta, a parish councilor living in the largely unaffected Belle Chasse area. "Somebody's decided we're expendable."
This finger of gnat-infested lowland, where the levees flicker into view on both sides of the Belle Chasse highway around refineries and orange groves, is the home of oil-rig workers, refinery roughnecks, and oystermen. Some can trace their Italian, French, and Slavic heritages through the bayous for centuries. For towns like Triumph, Nairn, Venice and Port Sulphur, it's crunchtime for recovery.
The Army Corps of Engineers completed its first repairs on the Plaquemines levees on March 17, bringing them up to their original height and bolstering them with sturdier clays. But a harsh prospect overshadowed its restoration.
"Another Katrina would overtop this levee," said Army Corps of Engineers Col. Lewis Setliff during a press conference near the Empire Lock in Nairn, La.
Plaquemines, which comprises the mouth of the Mississippi, dates back to 1682, when the French explorer Rene-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle stuck a cross into the silty lowlands nearby. But since the levees and subsequent suburbs were built in the mid-20th century, the area has experienced a rough stretch in the past 40 years, as hurricanes Betsy, Camille and Katrina (the worst of all) threatened to return it to swampland.
3. The Advocate (Baton Rouge) 
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Varied groups’ common goal: Rebuild N.O. 

By JOE GYAN

They have different names - Bring New Orleans Back Commission, ReInhabiting NOLA, St. Bernard Parish Citizens Recovery Committee - but a common goal: rebuild the devastated New Orleans area in the wake of the worst natural disaster in U.S. history.

A hallmark of all three groups is the inclusion of residents, even those still scattered across the state and nation by Hurricane Katrina, in the painstaking planning and rebuilding process that promises to be not only painful but also vital to the area’s near- and long-term recovery.

The groups also are leading the battle cry for better and stronger levee protection and restoration of the coastal wetland buffer zone, but they have different approaches to what should happen to the embattled Mississippi River Gulf Outlet that runs along the eastern edge of St. Bernard Parish and is blamed by many for flooding large parts of St. Bernard, New Orleans’ Lower 9th Ward and eastern New Orleans.

Others are formulating rebuilding plans, including Gov. Kathleen Blanco’s Louisiana Recovery Authority, which has the task of planning the long-term rebuilding of the storm-ravaged southwestern and southeastern portions of the state.

The LRA has sought citizen input through a series of town-hall-style meetings, or “charrettes,” led by Miami architect and planner Andres Duany.

Mayor Ray Nagin’s Bring New Orleans Back Commission of business people, civic leaders and developers has proposed that each neighborhood in the city take part in a planning process to map out how residents would like to see their neighborhood redeveloped. Architects, planners, specialists in urban design, housing and the environment, and finance experts will assist each neighborhood planning team. Nagin, who backs the idea, wants the neighborhood planning process wrapped up by June 30.

“It will take each and every one of us to pull this off, but if we work together we can achieve great things,” he said.

ReInhabiting NOLA - an acronym for New Orleans, La., - was a two-day workshop at Loyola University in late November that gathered residents (in the city and displaced), community-based groups, architects, urban planners, environmental experts and local government representatives to work together on long-term recovery strategies for neighborhoods, communities and the city as a whole.
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Iraq Funding Bill Add - Ons Draw Fire 
WASHINGTON (AP) -- A bill exceeding by more than $15 billion President Bush's request for the war in Iraq and new hurricane aid could grow even larger, much to the dismay of GOP conservatives hoping to improve their record on spending.

The Senate Appropriations Committee approved the bill Tuesday after adding about $10 billion for everything from rebuilding highways to enhancing port security.

Farmers suffering from drought, storms and high energy costs got $4 billion in aid, while $594 million would be sprinkled across 30 states to repair highways damaged by earlier disasters but put off after aid was focused on the Gulf Coast.

The extras are sure to provoke a reaction from GOP conservatives already complaining about their party's free-spending ways. But the temptation to use the must-pass bill containing $67.8 billion for the Pentagon's mission in Iraq -- and some $27 billion in additional hurricane relief along the Gulf Coast -- as a locomotive to drive even more spending proved too irresistible for senators to pass up.

Overall, the bill would cost about $107 billion. 

That's still not enough for Gulf Coast senators like Mary Landrieu, D-La., who marched from the Senate Appropriations Committee vote to the Senate Press Gallery to demand an additional $5 billion-plus to reflect new Army Corps of Engineers estimates of what will be needed for Louisiana levees.

Landrieu vows to block Senate confirmation of every Bush administration appointment until the president supports the new and higher figure.

Senators piled the extra money into the bill on a series of voice votes -- at a pace of almost $100 million per minute of debate -- with high-ranking Republicans such as Majority Whip Mitch McConnell of Kentucky sitting by in silence.

5. Congressional Quarterly Today
April 5, 2006 
Supplemental Spending Bill Brings Out Appropriators' Concerns With War's Cost 

By Anne Plummer, CQ Staff 

The Senate’s $106.5 billion fiscal 2006 supplemental bill likely will prompt debate on the floor later this month, and eventually with House appropriators, about whether the cost of the war in Iraq has become too steep.

The bill (HR 4939), approved by the Appropriations Committee Tuesday on a 27-1 vote, includes a hefty $72.4 billion in defense and foreign aid - the largest war-related spending measure to date and the sixth major stand-alone war supplemental to be appropriated by Congress. The majority of these funds - $67.6 billion - would be designated for the military alone, pushing to more than $390 billion the amount in war-related supplemental funds appropriated since the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

The bill may reach the floor as soon as the week of April 24, after lawmakers return from a two-week recess. 
The Senate Appropriations Committee approved amounts for defense and foreign aid that are similar to the House. The House March 16 passed a $91.9 billion supplemental bill that included $67.6 billion for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, $4.3 billion for foreign aid and $19.2 billion for hurricane relief.

But the Senate panel adopted various pricey amendments unrelated to the war on terror, including $2.3 billion for protection against pandemic flu and $4 billion for agricultural assistance.

The Appropriations Committee also adopted by voice vote a proposal by Robert C. Byrd of West Virginia, the panel’s top Democrat, that would add $648 million not requested by the president for port security.

“How serious is the administration about port security when it decides to allow Dubai Ports World to control six major U.S. ports” without the president’s knowledge? Byrd asked, referring to the recent flap over a proposed takeover by the foreign company.

Another amendment by Richard J. Durbin, D-Ill., called for $50 million to be added to the president’s $123 million request for peacekeeping assistance in Darfur. It was adopted by voice vote. The House adopted a similar amendment, which would mostly guarantee that the assistance funds for Sudan would survive the House-Senate conference.

Overall, Chairman Thad Cochran, R-Miss., matched the $67.6 billion requested by the Pentagon for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, but added funding not requested for tanks, heavily armored Humvees and military personnel, while finding small offsets throughout the bill.
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Red River Crests in Fargo 

By DAVE KOLPACK, The Associated Press

FARGO, N.D. -- Intensive preparations that included massive sandbagging protected all but a few homes threatened by the rising waters of the Red River, which began cresting here Tuesday at 19 feet above flood stage.

The river, which runs north along the North Dakota-Minnesota line, was peaking in Fargo at 37 feet about 5 p.m., just over two feet shy of the 1997 flood, the city's worst in a century.

Swollen with melting snow and heavy rain, the river has spread across its broad valley, leaving farm land under water and city residents stacking sandbags.

"It's at crest, but that crest is going to take several hours," said Greg Gust, a meteorologist with the National Weather Service in Grand Forks.

More than 660 students from three Fargo high schools joined the sandbagging effort on Monday. Volunteers of all ages came out to fight the flood waters. More than 300,000 sandbags were deployed around homes, businesses and other buildings.

Flood-fighting preparations included emergency levee construction in Fargo by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The engineers planned to walk the dikes late Tuesday and into Wednesday morning to ensure their stability.

Flood damage also was offset by the city's decision to buy up flood-prone land, remove homes and build new levees after the 1997 flood.

Cass County's emergency manager, Dave Rogness, said the sheriff's department was sending boats to rural areas to check on people. Gov. John Hoeven flew over the Red River Valley earlier in the day.

"Right now, it's a lake. I mean, it just spread out. There's a lot of water," Hoeven said. 
Across the river, about a dozen homes north of Moorhead, Minn., were surrounded by water and residents were using boats to get supplies, Minnesota Gov. Tim Pawlenty said. He said officials were watching to see whether the entire Oakport Township became an island.
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Appeals court says challenge of Missouri River levee can go forward 

ST. LOUIS - A federal appeals court Tuesday reinstated the Sierra Club's legal challenge of a levee being proposed along the Missouri River in Jefferson City.

The organization filed suit against the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 2003. It claims the corps violated the National Environmental Policy Act by failing to adequately study and measure potential damage to the environment before approving the project in 2001. In particular, the club said the levee would eliminate wildlife habitat, ruin wetlands and encourage construction in what is now undeveloped flood plain.

A district judge later threw out the lawsuit, saying the corps and the Federal Emergency Management Agency hadn't made a final decision on the project and that the group lacked standing to challenge the levee.

But the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in St. Louis disagreed, saying the suit should be allowed to continue forward. The three-judge panel said the corps' determination that the project would have no significant environmental impact had enough authority to be legally challenged.

A spokesman for the corps didn't immediately return a phone call for comment. 
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April 5, 2006 

Price tag on Hanford plant continues to rise

The estimated cost to build a waste treatment plant at the Hanford nuclear reservation has grown by nearly another $1 billion, according to a new review by a team of experts.

The new cost estimate stands at $11.3 billion, up from the previous estimate of $10.5 billion and nearly double the $5.8 billion estimated at the start of 2005.

The review, presented to Congress on Monday, was prepared by a team of 16 independent experts hired to assess the credibility of the most recent cost and schedule estimates prepared by Bechtel National, the company hired to build the plant for the U.S. Department of Energy.

Energy Secretary Samuel Bodman ordered the review last year to restore confidence in the project as management, budget and technical problems came to light.

The new review also extended the projected start of operations to July 2018 more than seven years past the legally required start date of 2011. The last estimate had put the start date at May 2017.

The so-called vitrification plant is being built to treat highly radioactive waste left from decades of plutonium production for the nation's nuclear weapons arsenal. The waste is currently being stored in 177 underground tanks, with plans to eventually run it through pipes to the plant.

The Energy Department ordered that construction be slowed on the plant last fall amid skyrocketing costs and construction problems.

In February, Bechtel released its latest cost and schedule estimate for the plant in a 44,000-page report. That estimate put the price tag for the plant at $10.5 billion, although the figure did not include Bechtel's fee.

Bechtel's estimate is solid for the costs it covered, said Ike Zeringue, the retired chief operating officer of the Tennessee Valley Authority and a member of the latest study team.

The number covered the costs for work in Bechtel's contract. However, there are certain to be problems that come up that were not predicted as even possibilities in the contract, Zeringue said.

An additional roughly $1 billion should be added to the plant budget for those "unknown unknowns," the report said. They could include new regulations, new technical concerns raised by an oversight board or budget cutbacks that delay and extend construction.

The Energy Department expects to release a final cost and schedule estimate late this summer following a review by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
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Everglades superintendent earning high marks: Two years into the job, Everglades National Park Superintendent Dan Kimball is reviving restoration project

By: Curtis Morgan 

Apr. 5--Not long after he'd taken over as superintendent, Dan Kimball was leading a tour at Everglades National Park when a flock of cormorants flew over and decided to discharge some payload.

Poop rained on Kimball and his VIP guest, a general in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the park's federal partner in the $8.4 billion Everglades restoration project. Kimball laughed recalling his own reaction -- not disgust, but relief because the splattering had been equally distributed.

"It told me we're all in this together. It was a real bonding moment."

Two years later, the guano seems an omen of the bigger mess nature would soon deliver with back-to-back hurricane seasons that left tens of millions in damage to both parks under Kimball's charge, Everglades and Dry Tortugas.

The unprecedented battering, loss of the landmark Flamingo Lodge and the continuing cleanup only piled more onto an already heaping plate. Sprawling Everglades National Park, the country's third-largest, faces daunting challenges -- lagging congressional support for restoration, encroaching suburbia, tight budgets, stagnant attendance and other concerns, from controlling giant pythons to handling Cuban migrants at the Tortugas' isolated Fort Jefferson.

GOING ALONG TO GET ALONG

Though an Everglades newcomer when he arrived, Kimball, 57, has earned high marks for guiding the parks through tough times with the same diplomacy and humor he showed after that first baptism by the birds.

"Dan is a statesman in his relations with a diverse set of people who care passionately about the Everglades," said John Adornato, Everglades restoration program manager for the National Parks Conservation Association.

"I couldn't ask for a better counterpart," said Carol Ann Wehle, executive director of the South Florida Water Management District, the state agency co-managing Everglades restoration.

Under his watch, both Everglades and Tortugas broke logjams on key projects.

After years of negotiations, the state signed off last year on a 46-square-mile research reserve inside the boundaries of Dry Tortugas, completing the nation's largest no-fishing zones: some 200 square miles of pristine waters.
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Urgency of levee repair disputed 

By Joshua Sabatini 

While a council member and a fire division chief call for an emergency fix of a levee breach just north of the Dumbarton Bridge, Menlo Park's public works director is trying to allay flooding fears.

The worries of Harold Schapelhouman, a division chief with the Menlo Park Fire Protection District, were echoed by Menlo Park Councilwoman Kelly Fergusson in a recent letter to colleagues.

Fergusson, upon Schapelhouman's request, recently toured the half-mile outer levee, which encases the Mosley land tract and pond. Fergusson said an emergency declaration may be needed to ensure a quick fix of the levee breach, a 15-foot-wide break allowing bay water to flow freely in and out.

But Monday, the city's public works director, Kent Steffens, said the breach, which has existed for at least a year, doesn't warrant immediate action.

Steffens said the entire levee was underwater during December's storms -- the most recent high water levels -- and there was no damage.

But Schapelhouman isn't satisfied. ``I get paid to think, `What if there is a problem?' '' he said.

Schapelhouman said that if the water floods Highway 84, the road leading to the Dumbarton Bridge, then there could be fatal accidents. Also, he said water could flood Pacific Gas & Electric's Ravenswood substation, resulting in significant power outages.

``In my world, they call that critical infrastructure,'' Schapelhouman said. ``This thing is deteriorating, and no one is doing anything. It's not acceptable.''

Complicating the situation is the ownership of the Mosley tract, which San Jose purchased from the Port of Oakland in the early 1990s. San Jose maintains Caltrans is responsible for protecting the road because Caltrans built a road network causing water runoff, which results in the area's higher waters, said Lindsey Wolf, a spokeswoman for San Jose's environmental services department.

Steffens said he understands the ``cause for concern,'' but, he noted that there are no residential properties in the area.

Menlo Park is part of a regional $7.46 million flood prevention study spearheaded by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The study, which won't be issued for several years, will come up with flood fixes for the San Francisquito Creek as well as the bay's tidal waters.
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Major flooding called unlikely 
Downpour causes many smaller woes 

By Carrie Peyton Dahlberg

With the weather forecast stuck on ceaselessly soggy, emergency officials Tuesday were keeping a close eye on neighborhood streams and major rivers, and predicting that the region appears likely to avoid serious flooding - for now. 

The area isn't escaping a steady drumbeat of smaller problems, though, from mountain mudslides and dismayed farmers to anxious sandbaggers. 

The misery was widespread. In Calavaras County, near Valley Springs, the Peach Tree Pond Dam failed Tuesday night, forcing authorities to go door to door and evacuate between 60 and 100 homes in a subdivision surrounding La Contenta Golf Course. 

The dam breech was reported about 9:30 p.m. and confirmed by an engineer 90 minutes later, said Sharon Porrence, a Calaveras County spokeswoman. 

In Merced, Jamestown and Oakdale, weather problems forced nearly 200 people from their homes. 
In the foothills, a creek a few inches deep streamed through buildings in the small town of El Dorado, outside Placerville. 

"There really isn't any part of the state that's been untouched by this," said Andy Morin, a senior hydrologist with the National Weather Services' River Forecast Center. 

Highway 50 remained narrowed to a single lane because of dangerous movement within Monday's mudslide near White Hall, and Tuesday a smaller slide farther west tumbled into a truck, overturning it but leaving the driver uninjured. 

While no single storm has been a drencher, so many washed through the region in March and so many days of moderate rain are forecast that key ingredients are in place for potential trouble. 

"The rivers are high. The ground is completely saturated. Everything that falls will run off," said Teresa Stahl, Sacramento County's assistant emergency operations coordinator. And the storms are warmer, bringing more rain in higher elevations, melting snow and increasing the runoff. 

Tuesday's storm came on top of above-average snowfall in the northern Sierra, running more than 150 percent of normal, setting up a delicate juggling act this spring, said Gary Bardini, chief of hydrology for the state Department of Water Resources. 

"This poses a concern now because we have snowmelt coming right after rainfall," he said. "The reservoir operators now will have to try to work the rainfall out of the reservoirs and make space for the snowmelt, which is to come in right behind it." 

The juggling act is likely to be especially exacting at Millerton Reservoir near Fresno. 
Still, for the immediate future, things aren't as perilous as they were in December, when it was feared a single storm could bring up to 3 inches of rain. 

With the Sacramento River running high, the state will decide early today whether it will open the Sacramento Weir, which allows more water to flow into the Yolo Bypass, DWR officials said. 
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Built high and dry: Planners are turning to flood-proof designs 

By Mary Lynne Vellinga

Sacramento's architects once respected the might of the area's rivers. 
Victorian homeowners built their living quarters one story up and builders of many early 20th century Craftsman bungalows followed suit. The homes were called "highwater" for a reason; basements were designed to accommodate periodic flooding. 

Sacramentans have mostly abandoned the practice of building flood-proof houses, relying instead on the levees to keep them dry. But some experts say it is time to rethink that stance. 

"We're starting to talk about that as one possible remedy that might be available in some portions of the region," said Mike McKeever, executive director of the Sacramento Area Council of Governments. 

It's not likely that local governments will just stop allowing growth near rivers, he said. If they did, it would be a dramatic departure from the history of both Sacramento and other metropolitan areas around the world. Many cities originally developed along water because it was the primary means of moving people and goods. 

"Those rivers run through the urban center of the geography of the region," McKeever said. Abandoning land near rivers, he added, may mean people living farther from downtown, lengthening commutes and potentially worsening air pollution. 

Given this reality, planners are turning to flood resistant building and community design to reduce the risk. 
Sutter County is giving the idea a look. 
County Supervisor Dan Silva said he may ask developers planning 17,000 new homes just north of the Sacramento County line to build atop artificial hills and lower the street levels so water can run through them if levees fail. 

The Sutter County floodplain is shallow compared with the city of Sacramento's portion of the Natomas area. 
"You excavate the streets and mound up for the houses," Silva said. "I'd rather have a wet street and be trapped in my house for two or three days, yet not have all my goods and garage flooded." 

This approach is reminiscent of the earthmoving that followed downtown Sacramento's big flood in December 1861. Low spots in the formerly rolling downtown were filled in with as much as 15 feet of dirt, and sidewalks were raised. 

"I don't think there's any recorded flooding of downtown by rivers since that happened," said Sacramento City historian James Henley. 

The Yolo County Planning Commission has also embraced the idea of manmade hills. On Thursday, commissioners voted to mandate hills and tall foundations in order to raise, by a few feet, 162 houses planned for the Old Sugar Mill in Clarksburg. 

Commissioners rejected a more drastic recommendation by Yolo County planners that the houses be elevated well off the ground, with living quarters starting on the second floor. 

David Morrison, assistant planning director in Yolo County, said that recommendation was made because, in a flood, "the property might still be damaged, but at least the threat to lives would be minimized." 
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Time for action 
Salina officials will take action on pollution plume if Army Corps of Engineer doesn’t soon 

By DARRIN STINEMAN

If Salina city officials aren’t assured soon that action is being taken at the state or federal level to control a large plume of groundwater contamination headed for city wells, the city will take matters into its own hands. 

That would mean the city would spend its own money to take action to divert the plume, but the matter is reaching the stage where concerns about who pays for what are secondary, Commissioner Donnie Marrs said at a commission study session Monday. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is in charge of the clean-up, but a consultant hired by city and other local officials determined the corps’ work to date has been frequently incompetent. 

“Specifically, as a city commission we’ve got to be proactive with what we’re doing,” Marrs said, “because we’ve identified the problem. We can’t wait on the corps.” 

Mayor Debbie Divine said she and City Manager Jason Gage will be among a “select group” that will meet Thursday with a representative of the corps in Junction City. 

“Our team is proceeding,” Divine said. 
The city will know more about what its next step is after that meeting, Gage said. 
“One of the things we need to see is, are they going to actually respond to those needs and respond immediately,” Gage said. “If they say ‘yes,’ OK, we’re happy and we keep an eye on their activities. We wouldn’t want to duplicate (their actions). 

“If we think, in the least bit, that they’re dismissing it, deferring it or not looking at it to the degree it needs to be looked at, then I think that’s the point where we take a lead role and we spend our own money to do that.” 

There is a possibility the corps or the Kansas Department of Health and Environment would reimburse the city later for costs incurred, but there is no guarantee of that. 

It’s suspected the plume, which has high concentrations of trichloroethylene - better known as TCE - is coming from the former Schilling Air Force Base, which closed in 1965. 

The plume has crossed Interstate Highway 135 and is under residential neighborhoods on the city’s southwest side. The consultant estimated that, at its current rate, it will reach city wells within eight years. 

“We have to control the flow of that plume from where it is at to where our water supply is,” Marrs said. “I think that’s the only way we can deal with it.” 


2. Pensacola News-Journal 
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Water service drops objection to Bayou Chico dredging plan

[image: image1]By William Rabb

Bayou Chico, once one of the area's most polluted waterways, could take a major step toward a dramatic rebirth this summer now that legal obstacles to dredging have been removed.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers plans to start dredging for the first time in 50 years, possibly opening the way to bigger boats, bigger boat-building operations -- and possibly the building of condominiums, retail shops and restaurants along the shore.

"Ten years from now, you're not going to recognize it down here," said John Naybor, president of the Bayou Chico Association, a group of residents and business owners that has worked for the cleanup and redevelopment of the historic waterway.

The dredging project should deepen the channel to more than 14 feet, allowing tidal waters to flush contaminants from the bayou.

The project was planned in the 1990s but hit one delay after another as federal, state and local agencies worked to find a home for possibly contaminated dredge spoils.

Last year, Peoples Water Service Co. filed a formal objection, setting the stage for possibly years of litigation.

The company was concerned that the dredge spoils, to be dumped in nearby Jackson Estates Lake, could contaminate a water well that serves 8,500 homes in the Warrington/Brownsville area.

But Peoples recently agreed to drop its objection after state regulators promised to provide more safeguards and monitoring wells to make sure pollution doesn't migrate to the well.

"It looks like we'll be able to withdraw our petition and they can go ahead with the dredging," People's Water Service manager Mark Cross said.

Paperwork may not be finalized for a few weeks, but all parties have verbally agreed to proceed, Cross said.

A Corps of Engineers spokesman in Mobile said the dredging probably will begin by late summer, barring any further delays.

"It tickles me to death," said Ted Brown, president of Brown Marine Service, which has operated on the southwest shore of Bayou Chico since the 1940s.

"I'm fully convinced that Bayou Chico can become another Tarpon Springs," he said, referring to the popular upscale development near Fort Myers that includes an eclectic mix of commercial, industrial, retail and residential units.

A deeper channel will allow Pensacola to tap into the surging worldwide market for building and servicing medium-sized boats, Brown said.

3. Washington Times 
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Audit Reveals School Project in Northwest Overdue, Costly 

By Jim McElhatton 

A recent government audit has found millions of dollars in cost overruns and months of delays in the construction of Barnard Elementary School by the D.C. public school system and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
    Though the project was supposed to cost $17.1 million and be finished by September 2002 under a fixed-price contract, the school at 430 Decatur St. NW did not open until January 2003 and ended up costing closer to $21 million, according to the D.C. Office of the Inspector General.
    Inspector General Charles J. Willoughby's audit, which was issued in final draft on March 23, says the Barnard construction "was not completed by the established deadline, and the project experienced over a 20 percent cost growth, amounting to more than $3.5 million."
    Cost estimates for the project were based on specifications that were only 75 percent complete, so officials had to issue 77 contract modifications that totaled $3.5 million to cover work not in the original estimate, according to the report.
    The project was fast-tracked with incomplete designs partly because the school system insisted on building the school in 21 months, when the average school construction project usually takes about 30 months, officials said.
    The Army Corps defended its handling of the project.
    District engineer Col. Robert J. Davis said D.C. school officials insisted on a "deliberately aggressive" construction timeline. He said the Army Corps warned school officials that their schedule could result in a 20 percent increase in construction costs.
    "In weighing this cost risk in balance with other objectives, DCPS leadership at the time considered these risks acceptable in the interest of pursuing an aggressive schedule for project completion," Col. Davis wrote.
    The school system requested help from the Army Corps in 1998 to manage its capital-improvement program as building conditions worsened. The Barnard project was one of several capital projects overseen by the Army Corps.
    The partnership with the Army Corps "was essential to DCPS during a period of instability, characterized by high personnel turnover," including five directors for the school system's Office of Facilities Management in six years, the audit stated.
    Col. Davis also said the project complied with federal contracting rules because it is not unusual for the government to award design and construction contracts for projects in which technical specifications are only 35 percent complete. In the case of Barnard, he stated that designs were 80 percent finished.
    D.C. Schools Superintendent Clifford B. Janey, in a letter to Mr. Willoughby, said he agrees with the reports findings.
    "DCPS has substantially changed its process to minimize the possibility that the conditions noted by the Inspector General's staff will reoccur in future projects," Mr. Janey wrote.

4. Santa Maria Times 
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On salamanders and libraries

By Brooks Firestone/Guest Commentary

On Tuesday, March 28, the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors heard two most interesting and important issues. 
The board examined the Santa Maria River levee with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and later, under the eye of U. S. Fish and Wildlife, moved toward a county California tiger salamander policy. People should be aware of these issues.

The Army Corps, which built the Santa Maria River flood control structures, stated that the levee is not in good repair and will be decertified unless it is repaired. Because much of Santa Maria is below the river, this has serious consequences if we have a flood - think New Orleans - and also could cause insurance problems for homeowners.

This flood potential very much needs to be fixed, and at present, due to the lack of around $1.5 million for study, plans, permits, etc., the Corps is not able to proceed.

The county is working on this and will be represented in Washington this week by Supervisor Joni Gray, who will head up the effort to secure funding from federal agencies.

The California tiger salamander, listed as an endangered species, has cost the county hundreds of thousands of dollars, maybe millions, since it was listed in 2000. An example of this cost was the incident of finding a dead salamander in a construction ditch that cost the county - think you and me as taxpayers - $50,000 in construction delays and mitigation.

Because of this endangered category, the county must come up with a plan for the salamander, and Supervisor Joe Centeno has been working long and hard to come up with the best plan at the least cost.

Unfortunately, this plan, which was initiated at the March 28 board meeting, has a price tag of around $1.5 million over four years. The plan calls for a stakeholder advisory committee to work for four years and to model a plan like that of Sonoma County, where there is a similar salamander problem. These plans come long and hard and expensive.

The irony of this whole situation is that there must be money for the salamander, but right now, no money for providing protection for homes from flooding. This should worry all of us.

We face many tough decisions about how to allocate available funds for county needs. Our libraries are under-funded, and the annual expenditures for all county libraries is around $2.8 million.

5. Associated Press 
April 4, 2006 

Volunteers help cities control rising floodwaters 

By DAVE KOLPACK 

City officials say the Red River's rapid rise took them by surprise, but with the help of hundreds of volunteers they are holding their own.

"This has been a very dramatic rise. We have not seen a 5-foot increase (every day) for two or three days ever," Public Works Director Dennis Walaker said.

Sandbagging so far was protecting homes in the city, he said.

The volunteers who showed up for sandbagging duties on Monday ranged from hundreds of high school students in Fargo to a Minnesota couple who filled their first sandbags in 55 years of marriage.

Art and Lois Novacek, both 75, were sandbagging on Monday afternoon to save their Georgetown, Minn., garage from water that backed up from the Buffalo River. Georgetown is about 15 miles north of Fargo.

Lois, wearing a winter coat and scarf as protection from the gusty wind, held the bags while her husband shoveled sand into them.

"I wasn't too excited about it," Lois acknowledged with a chuckle. "I wonder what we're going to have to do next? You know, it never stops."

Hundreds of high school students answered an urgent call for sandbaggers as the river moved toward a peak about 20 feet above flood stage. About 75 homes needed protection, city officials said.

Fargo School District spokesman Lowell Wolff said a total of more than 660 students from Fargo North, Fargo South and Fargo Shanley high schools joined the sandbagging effort and did so well, so quickly that they were given the job of piling the sandbags as well as filling them.

"Many of them in 1997, they were in elementary school and they've not forgotten that," Wolff said. "I think it's a heartfelt response on their part, not just trying to get out of school."

The National Weather Service expects the Red River to crest in the Fargo area on Wednesday, at about 37.5 feet. Flood stage is 18 feet.

1. New York Times News Analysis 
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News Analysis 
The Dilemma of the Levees 
By John Schwartz 
  
The sense of just how much the world had changed for the Army Corps of Engineers struck Daniel Hitchings in a tense conference call last month.

Mr. Hitchings, director of the hurricane response task force for the Corps of Engineers, was on a call with representatives of the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the National Flood Insurance Program. He explained that the levees and floodwalls around New Orleans, both existing and new, had been designed to be tall enough to hold back storm surges, but would allow about two feet of a six-foot wave to splash over the top. 

The representatives from the insurance program were stunned. Water splashing over the top would violate the requirements of the federal flood insurance program, they said, though the corps has been designing levees that way for decades.

It was an impasse. One federal agency's rules had come face to face with those of another, and the emergency officials were not pleased.

"We were frustrated, angry and disappointed with the news we got from the corps," said a senior administration official who was granted anonymity to avoid straining relations between the agencies. 

Those differing perceptions of flood control help explain why Donald E. Powell, federal coordinator for Gulf Coast rebuilding, announced on Thursday that the levees in the New Orleans region that were being rebuilt would not meet the insurance standard of protecting against a 100-year flood, the category that has a 1 percent chance of occurring in any given year.

The announcement was in many ways a candid admission that the old ways of building flood protection no longer applied. 

Mr. Powell insisted that the $3.4 billion in work currently under way would make the levee system stronger than ever and prevent catastrophic failure in another storm of Hurricane Katrina's strength.

But he said work to bring the levees up to the standard required by the insurance agency would require as much as $6 billion in additional spending to raise levee heights, replace suspect floodwalls and take other corrective action.

If FEMA cannot certify the flood-stopping power of the levees, the agency's maps will have to treat them as if they are not there. In other words, as if the land behind them is unprotected. 

That will have a significant effect on how neighborhoods will be rebuilt, how high off the ground homes will have to be constructed and the cost of insurance.

In the old days, before Hurricane Katrina and before global warming, experts assumed that New Orleans was protected by the levees that the corps had built. Since then, however, the emerging science of weather and climate change has led to an understanding that the world is entering a cycle of stronger and more frequent storms, with higher surges and waves.


2. Associated Press 
April 3, 2006 

Geologic Faults Cause Structures In New Orleans to Sink, Study Says 

By Cain Burdeau, Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS, April 2 -- Add one more possible threat to Louisiana's rebuilding: active geologic faults that are causing levees, flood walls, bridges, homes and other structures to sink.

A new study, published in the April edition of the Geological Society of America's Geology journal, charts a major fault, the Michoud fault, that runs through eastern New Orleans.

The study argues that the fault's downward movement "set the stage for the devastation of Hurricane Katrina by lowering elevations of the land and surrounding levee defenses."

In recent years, studies of subsurface faults, salt domes and other geologic characteristics have emerged as critical in the debate over what is causing Louisiana to lose vast tracts of land. The coast has lost about 1,900 square miles of wetlands -- an area about the size of Delaware -- since the 1930s.

The slumping of the Michoud fault, the study said, has caused as much as about 73 percent of the subsidence in sections of eastern New Orleans, an area that has seen some of the worst rates of land loss in south Louisiana. The land sank by as much as 1.7 inches from 1969 to 1971, according to Roy Dokka, a Louisiana State University geologist.

The study was the result of ongoing work by Dokka and the National Geodetic Survey to calculate land changes in south Louisiana, using global positioning system base stations and tide gauges.

Dokka's theories on how natural tectonic fault movements cause subsidence run counter to studies that have shown oil extraction and soil compaction as main reasons why the land is sinking.

This threat from deep underground has major implications. If faults are causing the sinking, there is very little humans can do to offset the subsidence other than build higher levees.

"It basically says that when levees cross faults, they need to apply more dirt on top of them to keep them safe," Dokka said.

But if oil drilling were the main culprit, then there is hope that the slowdown in onshore drilling will equate to less subsidence.

"Can faulting be induced? Absolutely, and he [Dokka] omits that completely," said Bob Morton, a geologist with the U.S. Geological Survey, who blames oil drilling for large amounts of subsidence.

Morton said sampling peat deposits is a more reliable method for determining long-term rates of sinking. 

Based on peat calculations, the rate of subsidence was minimal before oil started being extracted in the 20th century, he said.

Dokka said oil was not drilled near the Michoud fault, so the sinking was not caused by "the usual suspects. . . . It has to be something deep."

A recent report by the National Academy of Sciences, "Drawing Louisiana's New Map," said subsidence needs more study. 

Despite the disagreements, subsidence is a component in rebuilding plans. Al Naomi, a top U.S. Army Corps of Engineers project manager, said more attention is being paid to it and to fault studies.


3. New Orleans Times-Picayune Editorial 
April 3, 2006 

EDITORIAL: Building a safer coast 

The fact that South Louisiana is sinking and that our coastline is washing away is not news to people here. 
The evidence is everywhere. Anyone who fishes can see that the shoreline is receding at a rapid pace. Any homeowners who buy dirt every year to fill in their yards understand the problem of subsidence. 
But in the post-Katrina age, we have discovered that we are more vulnerable than many of us realized. The canals and levees we trusted to protect us failed when they should not have. 
Now, with new information from the Army Corps of Engineers about what it will take to repair and raise our levees, it is evident that coastal Louisiana is sinking at a faster rate than had been thought. 
The eye-popping pricetag -- an extra $6 billion on top of the $3 billion in work already under way -- caused a stir last week. But the underlying causes are what Louisianians and our elected leaders ought to focus on. 
Not only is subsidence occurring at a faster rate than previously thought, sea levels are rising and the frequency of tropical storms is increasing. That combination is what led to the dramatic increase in the corps' cost estimate for levee work. 
Louisiana's congressional delegation is pressing the Bush administration to quickly request the additional $6 billion the corps says is needed, and that is understandable. Having a sufficient level of storm protection is crucial to the recovery of greater New Orleans. And the recovery of this region -- which provides oil and gas, seafood and countless other goods to the rest of America -- is vital to the nation's economy. 
The $6 billion figure is what the corps estimates it would take to keep flood elevations from changing drastically on maps being revised by the Federal Emergency Management Agency. The maps are used to determine flood insurance rates and will influence whether residents will be able to get home loans and affordable insurance, which will be a key to the long-term recovery of the region. 
The levee work already being done would meet that threshold in Old Metairie and on the east bank of Orleans Parish. Another $3 billion would be needed to bring Algiers, eastern New Orleans, the Lower 9th Ward, West Jefferson, most of Jefferson Parish's east bank, St. Bernard Parish, St. Charles Parish and Belle Chasse up to the same level of protection. 
With that, about 98 percent of the population could be protected. 

4. Miami Herald 
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Why we need to save New Orleans

NEW ORLEANS -- The wind still howls down on the bayou.

Residents of New Orleans and indeed all south Louisiana remain traumatized seven months after Hurricane Katrina tore through here, leaving more than 1,000 dead and more than 200,000 homeless.

With Gov. Kathleen Blanco in the Governor's Mansion, with my friend C.B. Forgotston at his cinder-block getaway in the country, with my friend Jed Horne at his 19th century French Quarter home, with a commercial fisherman deep in bayou country -- no conversation lasted a few minutes before the talk inevitably turned to what Chris Rose, the prize-winning columnist of the New Orleans Times-Picayune, calls The Thing. It hit here on Aug 29.

Blanco described the pain of visiting with people in the immediate aftermath of the storm. They had lost everything and didn't know the whereabouts of sons and daughters.

C.B. recalled that he and his wife evacuated to their place in rural Tangipahoa Parish, 90 minutes north of New Orleans, only to spend the day in fear that one of the falling trees would crush their supposed safe place.

Jed relayed his concern that another killer hurricane might be in the offing and forever ruin New Orleans.

The commercial fisherman noted how Katrina had further ravaged the wetlands that provide a natural protection against the force of a hurricane.

I attended a potluck dinner in New Orleans' Garden District with 50 journalists and other professionals who are deeply attached to the city and hate the thought that they might be forced to leave some day. They were shaken by a slide show given by Ivor van Heerden, a hurricane expert at Louisiana State University.

Van Heerden began by showing slides that demonstrated New Orleans flooded because of levee breaches from shoddy work by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

His slides also showed that the corps is rushing to rebuild the levees by June 1, when hurricane season resumes, with the same substandard methods that caused the levees to break during Katrina.

You could almost feel the air being sucked out of the room as everyone contemplated that.
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From the levees to the inlet 

By Orrin Pilkey

DURHAM--Congress is in the throes of considering the Water Resources Planning and Modernization Act of 2006 (S. 2288) to modernize the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Although the Corps has a long and controversial record of planning and project management, the failed levees in New Orleans have proved to be the tipping point for legislation.

While the destruction of much of a major city by a hurricane is arguably the greatest engineering disaster in our nation's history, the Corps has basically denied that the levee failure was its fault. A panel of experts sponsored by the Corps even suggested that the failure of the levees was unforeseeable. But engineers on two separate panels formed by the American Society of Civil Engineers and the National Science Foundation said the mode of failure was quite predictable.

In the five years before Katrina, Louisiana received more Corps funding ($1.9 billion) than any other state. But instead of bolstering the New Orleans levees, widely recognized as a critical need, the Corps concentrated on more politically fruitful projects in the Delta, such as the $100 million rock-lined Mississippi River Gulf Outlet (MRGO) channel leading to the Gulf of Mexico from New Orleans.

Immense benefits were initially proclaimed for the channel in the Corps' economic study, but it has proven to be an economic bust. Ship traffic is of the order of one or two per day, and when channel maintenance costs are considered the federal expenditure comes to $13,000 of taxpayer money per vessel.

For years, scientists and local politicians alike warned the Corps that the MRGO channel would funnel and enhance storm surge, leading to a break in the levees. That's exactly what happened in Katrina when the lower Ninth Ward flooded.

6. Washington Post
April 3, 2006

U.S. Plan To Build Iraq Clinics Falters 
Contractor Will Try to Finish 20 of 142 Sites 

By Ellen Knickmeyer, Washington Post Foreign Service 

BAGHDAD -- A reconstruction contract for the building of 142 primary health centers across Iraq is running out of money, after two years and roughly $200 million, with no more than 20 clinics now expected to be completed, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers says.

The contract, awarded to U.S. construction giant Parsons Inc. in the flush, early days of reconstruction in Iraq, was expected to lay the foundation of a modern health care system for the country, putting quality medical care within reach of all Iraqis.

Parsons, according to the Corps, will walk away from more than 120 clinics that on average are two-thirds finished. Auditors say the project serves as a warning for other U.S. reconstruction efforts due to be completed this year.

Brig. Gen. William McCoy, the Army Corps commander overseeing reconstruction in Iraq, said he still hoped to complete all 142 clinics as promised and was seeking emergency funds from the U.S. military and foreign donors. "I'm fairly confident," McCoy said.

Coming with little public warning, the 86 percent shortfall of completions dismayed the World Health Organization's representative for Iraq. "That's not good. That's shocking," Naeema al-Gasseer said by telephone from Cairo. "We're not sending the right message here. That's affecting people's expectations and people's trust, I must say."

By the end of 2006, the $18.4 billion that Washington has allocated for Iraq's reconstruction runs out. All remaining projects in the U.S. reconstruction program, including electricity, water, sewer, health care and the justice system, are due for completion. As a result, the next nine months are crunchtime for the easy-term contracts that were awarded to American contractors early on, before surging violence drove up security costs and idled workers.

Stuart Bowen, the top U.S. auditor for reconstruction, warned in a telephone interview from Washington that other reconstruction efforts may fall short like that of Parsons. "I've been consumed for a year with the fear we would run out of money to finish projects," said Bowen, the inspector general for reconstruction in Iraq.

The reconstruction campaign in Iraq is the largest such American undertaking since World War II. The rebuilding efforts have remained a point of pride for American troops and leaders as they struggle with an insurgency and now Shiite Muslim militias and escalating sectarian conflict.

The Corps of Engineers says the campaign so far has renovated or built 3,000 schools, upgraded 13 hospitals and created hundreds of border forts and police stations. Major projects this summer, the Corps says, should noticeably improve electricity and other basic services, which have fallen below prewar levels despite the billions of dollars that the United States already has expended toward reconstruction here.
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US bases in Iraq: a costly legacy 

By David R. Francis 

United States taxpayers have spent an inflation-adjusted $1 trillion to keep military bases in South Korea since the war ended there in 1953. Those bases remain in place, though they are shrinking. 
Some military analysts wonder if 20 or so years from now the US will still have costly "enduring" bases in Iraq. ("Permanent" is a term the Pentagon generally avoids in referring to the hundreds of bases it has around the globe.)
Alternatively, should the US decide to leave Iraq - perhaps because a full-fledged civil war puts American armed forces in a too-perilous position - the personnel and their equipment could be flown out quickly. "They could come home in a month," calculates John Pike, director of Globalsecurity.com, a website specializing in military affairs.
Maybe three months, figures Gordon Adams, head of Security Policy Studies at George Washington University in Washington, D.C. Hiring Ukraine's huge Antonov cargo planes might speed the process.
So far, though, it seems clear that the Pentagon would prefer to keep its bases in Iraq. It has already spent $1 billion or more on them, outfitting some with underground bunkers and other characteristics of long-term bases. The $67.6 billion emergency bill to cover Iraq and Afghanistan military costs includes $348 million for further base construction.
That supplemental appropriation was passed last month by the House and will soon come before the Senate. 
With the midterm congressional elections eight months away, there is a widespread assumption the Pentagon will withdraw goodly numbers of US troops from Iraq before then. But no top American or British authority has ruled out keeping permanent bases in Iraq.
"At the moment, there are no plans for long-term bases in the country," Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld told a marine during a question-and-answer session last December. But he also said the US might discuss basing American troops in Iraq with a new Iraqi government.
When President Bush told the press March 21 that it will be decided by "future presidents and future governments of Iraq" when there will be no American forces in Iraq, his words intensified speculation that several of the approximately 75 bases in Iraq will remain occupied by US forces for an extended period.
Maybe not, though. 
The Iraq war has become so unpopular in this country that a resolution declaring the US has "no plan to establish a permanent ... military presence in Iraq" passed the House last month without a single Republican "nay."
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Sea Lions' Dining Habits Stump the Corps 
CASCADE LOCKS, Ore., April 1 (AP) - A particularly crafty sea lion is befuddling the Army Corps of Engineers. 

Sea lions have been camping out at the base of the Bonneville Dam and eating salmon trying to migrate up the Columbia River to spawn.

Last year they ate some 3.5 percent of the migrating run when salmon numbers were down. This year's run begins in earnest this month, but it is off to a slow start. The Seattle Times reported that, as of Tuesday, about 200 of the chinook, which are protected under the Endangered Species Act, had gone through the dam's fish passage, compared with an average of 3,085 for the date. 

Biologists are unsure why that is, but it makes the sea lions' take all the more important. One lion in particular, named C404 after a brand applied by a state and federal program, is in a class by himself. He has figured out how to get into fish ladders that help fish past the dam.

The engineers have installed gates and tried huge firecrackers, rockets, rubber bullets and noises that sea lions do not like. Nothing has worked. 

California sea lions are not endangered, but a 1972 federal law protects them. Incorrigible ones, however, can be singled out for "lethal removal" through a long, complicated process, said Robert Stansell, a fish biologist with the corps at Bonneville, about 40 miles east of Portland.

In the 1990's, for instance, a group of sea lions that nearly wiped out a winter steelhead run at the Ballard Locks in Seattle was marked for death, he said. But after a Humane Society lawsuit and President Clinton urged clemency, the worst were sent to Sea World in Orlando, Fla.

Mr. Stansell said C404 has been showing up at Bonneville each year since at least 2003. Last year he appeared in a window where fish counters keep track of salmon migrating upstream. The data help predict the size of future runs.

"He even rolled over a little so we could get a look at his brand," Mr. Stansell said. 
The chinook salmon does not peak until September, but the sea lions head back to Southern California breeding grounds in May. But Mr. Stansell said the sea lions were showing up earlier and in greater numbers, and they were staying later. 

To shoo the sea lions from the dam, the engineers intend to keep trying the same tactics they have used with little success so far. They will also use firecrackers on any newcomers, in hopes of dissuading them from staying.
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Muddy Waters
In this rousing history, the marsh known as the River of Grass flows into the barrel of pork. 

Reviewed by John G. Mitchell

THE SWAMP 
The Everglades, Florida, and the Politics of Paradise 
By Michael Grunwald 
Simon &amp; Schuster. 450 pp. $27 

In recent years, writers have devoted a lot of ink to the tortured history of south Florida's Everglades. But no one has nailed that story as effectively, as hauntingly and as dramatically as Michael Grunwald does in The Swamp , a brilliant work of research and reportage about the evolution of a reviled bog into America's -- if not the world's -- most valuable wetland.

Grunwald, a prize-winning reporter for The Washington Post, explains that the true, original Everglades were not a swamp in any botanically correct sense of the word but rather a marsh, "a vast sheet of shallow water spread across a seemingly infinite prairie of serrated sawgrass," often called the River of Grass. But Grunwald's sweep is bigger than that. It embraces the entire south Florida hydrosystem, a 100-mile long funnel that seeps from the Kissimmee lakes near Orlando, spills into Lake Okeechobee, then overflows through the Everglades and the Big Cypress Swamp to the mangroves of Florida Bay and the Gulf of Mexico. At least that's the way it used to be. Now, despite recent efforts to undo some of the engineered damage inflicted on it over the past 150 years, the swamp remains imperiled. "Half the Everglades is gone," Grunwald writes. 

"The other half is an ecological mess. Wading birds no longer darken the skies above it." Okeechobee is choking on algal blooms. Sprawl continues to nibble the edge of the Big Cypress. Unsustainable communities "are at risk from the next killer hurricane -- and the one after that."

Risk has been south Florida's leitmotif since Europeans first pushed their way into its wild interior. The region was certainly risky for the Seminole Indians, who barely escaped annihilation by the U.S. Army in the 1830s. Unconquered, a few hundred managed to hang on in the Big Cypress. Later in the 19th century, risk shifted to the great flocks of wading birds -- spoonbills, flamingos, herons and egrets -- whose plumage was thought better adorning milady's stylish hats. Before laws brought that slaughter to a halt, one report fixed the kill at 5 million birds a year.

The most enduring risks were framed by the dreamers and schemers who believed that the Everglades must be drained to make the country fit for settlement and cultivation. Grunwald chronicles each successive (though not always successful) effort to dry out the swamp and describes the devastating hurricanes of 1926 and 1928, which uncorked the backed-up waters of Lake Okeechobee, drowning nearly 3,000 people (mostly poor blacks -- a foretaste of Hurricane Katrina) and prompting the Army Corps of Engineers to construct a four-story concrete dike around the lake, thus stifling much of the flow to the Everglades.

Grunwald is at his best in dissecting the political wars that rattled the region after Everglades National Park was established at the toe of the hydrosystem in 1947 -- which meant that upstream city folks and cattlemen and sugar growers got first dibs on releases of fresh water while the park had to settle for the leftovers, now tainted with pesticides and fertilizers. Meanwhile, the Corps of Engineers, presiding over "the largest earth-moving effort since the Panama Canal," crisscrossed the peninsula with hundreds of miles of levees and canals designed not so much to save human lives as to boost the Sunshine State's economy.

A reader might become numb from Grunwald's stacking of the details were it not for his skill at profiling the characters who, by the late 1960s, were trying to turn the flow of events back Nature's way. Among them: activist-writer Marjory Stoneman Douglas, grand dame of the River of Grass; and Nathaniel Pryor Reed, the "blue-blooded outdoorsman" whose 6-foot-5-inch frame "evoked a great blue heron" and whose eloquence convinced two pro-development Republican politicians, Florida Gov. Claude Kirk Jr. and U.S. Interior Secretary Walter Hickel, to scuttle Dade County's plan to build the world's largest jetport just a coconut-throw north of Everglades National Park.

In 1992, Hurricane Andrew leveled Homestead Air Force Base, located between Everglades and Biscayne national parks. Afterward, Dade County's high rollers, including some who had lost out on that earlier jetport scheme, said this would be a fine place to build a big commercial airport -- never mind that the result would darken both parks' skies with 600 flights a day. The Clinton administration juggled that one for several years even as it cobbled together a $7.8 billion Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan and billed it as the most expensive and extensive environmental initiative in history. Calculated to undo much of the damage inflicted on the 'glades over the years, the restoration plan was unveiled by Vice President Al Gore in West Palm Beach in 1998. Environmentalists cheered.

But few Florida enviros cheered for Gore in 2000. The greenest presidential candidate in American history declined to renounce the Homestead jetport and was punished for it. According to Grunwald, of the 96,000 votes received by Ralph Nader in Florida that November, some 10,000 were probably attributable to Gore's waffling on the airport. And the final irony? Four days before Clinton turned over the Oval Office to the anti-green George W. Bush, Clinton's administration announced that the Homestead deal was dead in the water -- what little there was left of it. ·

