New Orleans Times-Picayune: Levee leaks reported to S&WB a year ago
Lakeview residents' complaints fell between the cracks 
By Bob Marshall, Staff writer 

A year ago Beth LeBlanc and her neighbors on Bellaire Drive had a problem no one could seem to fix. Their yards, which swept to the base of the 17th Street Canal levee, kept filling with water. Then on Aug. 29, as Hurricane Katrina moved out of the area, that levee collapsed and tumbled into their homes, allowing Lake Pontchartrain and a world of misery to pour into the city. 

Now the residents of Bellaire Drive have questions.
We called Sewerage & Water Board, and one of their guys tested the water and said it was coming from the canal," LeBlanc recalled. "They sent repair crews out. They tore up sidewalks and driveways. Things got better, but it never got dry. 

New Orleans Times-Picayune: Red tape added to levee failure
Agencies layer their work, explanations 
By Bob Marshall, Staff writer 

Navigating the twisted bureaucratic turf that investigators say contributed to the levee failures that swamped New Orleans can produce some surprises, but none are more striking than these: 

-- The structure the Corps of Engineers chose to protect against a Category 3 storm was built atop previous work done by the Orleans Levee District and the Sewerage & Water Board, using engineering drawings and soil strength information handed down by the local agencies -- but never vetted through separate investigations by the Corps. 

-- The controversial sheet pilings whose length has been the subject of intense scrutiny were not owned or originally driven by the Corps. 

-- The Corps did not build the levee that it depends on to support the floodwall. 

Bismarck (ND) Tribune: Corps presents release plan
By TOM RAFFERTY, Bismarck Tribune 

The Army Corps of Engineers expects a minimal impact on Lake Sakakawea from a plan to release two "pulses" of water next year to benefit endangered pallid sturgeon downstream.

The Corps provided details of the plan Thursday in Bismarck to about 80 people, who seemed to take the news well despite the fact that Lake Sakakawea has experienced low lake levels caused by a six-year drought.

The releases, termed "pulses" by the Corps, would occur in March and May only if reservoirs in the Missouri River Basin north of Gavins Point Dam contain at least 36.5 million acre feet of water. At the end of October, the reservoirs contained 36.3 million acre feet.

The Corps estimates the pulses could drop the lake level about 1 to 4 inches and would only last a few days.
Pacific Stars & Stripes: Phase Three of $46.8M Osan housing project begins
By T.D. Flack, Stars and Stripes
SAN AIR BASE, South Korea — Officials held a groundbreaking ceremony here Tuesday for the third phase of a $46.8 million housing project.
Construction already has begun on the first two phases: five senior officer quarters and a four-level, 216-space parking structure. Tuesday’s ceremony celebrated the beginning of work on a 112-unit family housing apartment tower.
Christian Science Monitor Editorial: To protect New Orleans, go Dutch
The Monitor's View 

New Orleans faces a long road to recovery. Most of its population has fled, its economy has been shattered, its streets strewn with toxic debris. These challenges can be overcome. But as the work progresses, one question has to be answered first. 
How can the devastation of a future hurricane Katrina be avoided? Of course, other huge issues remain, such as how the Crescent City should rebuild and in which neighborhoods. Should it look backward to emphasize its historical charms or see itself more as a laboratory for exciting 21st-century urban ideas?
The trouble is rebuilding plans can only go hand in hand with assurances that those new and renovated structures won't suffer the same fate their predecessors did in August.
The US Army Corps of Engineers is rushing to do what it can before the start of the next hurricane season in June. It hopes to rebuild and strengthen levees to withstand a Category 3 hurricane by then.
But authorities still must decide whether Category 3 protection is sufficient. Officials in Louisiana are beginning to unite around the idea that only protection from Category 5 hurricanes (the most dangerous) will suffice - especially given the trend of stronger, more frequent hurricanes.
Washington Post: Payments on Katrina Contract Halted After Billing Questions
By Charles R. Babcock, Washington Post Staff Writer
The federal government has suspended payments on an $80 million contract to an Alabama company that built base camps for emergency workers responding to Hurricane Katrina after auditors reported finding billing and documentation problems, a spokeswoman for the Federal Emergency Management Agency said yesterday.
The case is the first in which action was taken on apparent faults in the many contracts federal officials signed, often with little or no competition, in the rush to send aid to the Gulf Coast region.
The contract with Mobile-based Clearbrook LLC included billings that were "mathematically inaccurate indicating over $3 million in overcharges," according to a Nov. 10 letter by field auditors from the Department of Homeland Security's inspector general's office.
Los Angeles Times: Rapid Personnel Shifts Hinder U.S. Efforts To Rebuild Iraq
By Paul Richter, Times Staff Writer
WASHINGTON — The rapid turnover of American officials in Iraq has slowed efforts to rebuild the country, disrupted key relationships with Iraqis and led to frequent and abrupt shifts in U.S. policy, current and former government officials say.
Between July and September, all six U.S. agencies involved in the reconstruction effort lost all or some of their senior staff, according to an auditor appointed by Congress. Also, diplomats and military leaders have been rotated in and out of the strife-torn nation at swift intervals, complicating the U.S. effort, critics say.
Stuart W. Bowen Jr., the U.S. special inspector general for Iraq reconstruction, told Congress in his audit report last month that the turnover of top U.S. officials had resulted in "periods of turbulent uncertainty and stagnating progress, as new leaders realign their organizations to their own vision."
New York Times: American Faces Charge Of Graft For Work In Iraq
By James Glanz
In what is expected to be the first of a series of criminal charges against officials and contractors overseeing the rebuilding of Iraq, an American has been charged with paying hundreds of thousands of dollars in bribes and kickbacks to American occupation authorities and their spouses to obtain construction contracts, according to a complaint unsealed late yesterday.
The man, Philip H. Bloom, who controlled three companies that did work in Iraq in the multibillion-dollar reconstruction effort, was charged with conspiracy, wire fraud, conspiracy to launder money and interstate transportation of stolen property, all in connection with obtaining up to $3.5 million in reportedly fraudulent contracts.
St. Louis Post-Dispatch: Missouri officials, farmers argue against river pulses
By Ken Leiser, ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

An Army Corps of Engineers plan to release two springtime pulses of water on the Missouri River to help the endangered pallid sturgeon drew sharp criticism Wednesday from the Missouri's top hydrologist, farmers and leaders of the barge industry.

"My farm is not just another lab for your experiments," said Jayne Glosemeyer of the Missouri Corn Growers Association, who raises corn and soybeans in Warren County. "If your plan fails, the consequences are devastating to those of us who live and work along the river."
Richmond Times-Dispatch: Cohoke Reservoir project receives Corps' approval
BY LAWRENCE LATANE III, TIMES-DISPATCH STAFF WRITER
The Army Corps of Engineers approved the proposed Cohoke Reservoir yesterday, capping years of effort by Newport News to push the project forward in King William County amid court challenges and bureaucratic objections.
The city had been expecting the Department of the Army permit, which City Manager Ed Maroney signed last month and returned to the Corps' North Atlantic Division for final approval.
The permit allows the city to build the 1,500-acre reservoir, pending Corps approval of a mitigation plan to create 800 acres of wetlands in place of the 400 acres that the project will destroy.
Another of the permit's 19 conditions requires the city to finance an archaeological exploration of nearly 100 prehistoric Indian sites that city consultants previously found in the reservoir area.
New Orleans Times-Picayune: THREE DECADES WORTH OF TRASH
New Orleans area struggles with what Katrina left behind 
By Bruce Hamilton, Staff writer 

Tuesday was garbage day on Ponce de Leon Street, but for the second time in two weeks, the trucks bypassed the pile of 30-gallon trash bags that block part of the street in front of Gary Parky's house near the Fair Grounds. 

In fact, the trucks haven't stopped in the neighborhood in at least three weeks, Parky said, even though 23 stinking refrigerators and huge piles of debris line the streets. 

"We're trying to do the right thing and move back into the city," said Parky, who returned to his flooded property three weeks ago after cleaning out the first floor of his two-story house. "But the work is not getting done. Why would you want to live here when it's like this?" 

Among the many crises caused by Katrina, cleanup may be the most enduring. Long after evacuees have resettled, political dust-ups have died down and the region has 
Akron (OH) Beacon Journal: Hannibal Locks and Dam reopens to Ohio River navigation
Associated Press
NEW MARTINSVILLE, W.Va. - A primary lock chamber on the Ohio River has been repaired and reopened to river traffic, according to a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
The Hannibal Locks and Dam, near New Martinsville about 115 miles southeast of Columbus, reopened on Tuesday after being closed to river traffic since Nov. 1 when a load-bearing seal on a lock gate failed. The seal failure came at a time when an auxiliary lock chamber was already out of service due to scheduled valve maintenance.
More than 300 hundred barges and 25 tow trucks were stranded for days until the auxiliary lock chamber reopened to river traffic Nov. 6. Since the smaller chamber reopened, 125 tows with more than 1,500 barges have locked through the auxiliary lock chamber.
More than 52 million tons of cargo, primarily coal, is shipped through the Hannibal locks every year.
Naples (FL) Daily News: U.S. Senate grants state $137 million for projects 
By AMIE PARNES
 WASHINGTON — The U.S. Senate approved $137 million in federal funding for energy and water projects around Florida, including Everglades conservation and restoration projects. 

The Energy and Water Development Appropriations Act 2006 passed the Senate by a vote of 84-4 Monday evening and now awaits President George W. Bush's signature. 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the National Park Service, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and other federal agencies will receive the funding. 

Locally, the funding includes $750,000 for the Lee County Shore Protection Project. In recent studies, the Corps of Engineers determined the Lee County Shore Protection Project is technically sound, environmentally acceptable and economically justified and the county will be reimbursed for its shoreline protection efforts with money granted by this legislation. 

Both of Florida's senators, Bill Nelson and Mel Martinez, say they are still working for additional conservation money. 

Nelson and Martinez say they continue to urge Senate leadership to schedule floor time to consider another critical bill that would help pay to restore water flow in the Picayune Strand, also known as Southern Golden Gate Estates, and to restore water quality to the Indian River Lagoon, an estuary that stretches between Jupiter and Daytona Beach.
Salem (OR) Statesman Journal: Dry conditions delay opener
Reservoir drawdown, lack of rain puts start of season off until at least Dec. 3
HENRY MILLER, Statesman Journal
Fern Ridge Wildlife Area is hoping Mother Nature will emphasize the water in waterfowl.
With slightly more than two weeks to go before the delayed waterfowl season opener Dec. 3, the duck blinds still are high and dry.
"We still need more water," said Wayne Morrow, the manager at the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife area west of Eugene. "We have very little standing water as far as surface water goes.
"We had about 4 inches of rain here over the last couple of weeks, and things were flooding up nicely. We just need a continuation of that. We need a lot of rain."
The wildlife area wetlands were dewatered during the drawdown of Fern Ridge Reservoir by the Army Corps of Engineers to repair the drainage system in the earthen-fill dam.
Seattle Post-Intelligencer: BP refines strategy to fight tanker limits 
By DAN RICHMAN, SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER REPORTER
BP America is trying to defeat a 28-year-old federal law restricting Puget Sound tanker traffic, warning that even if it succeeds, the West Coast might face shortages of gasoline, diesel and jet fuel from its refinery near Ferndale.
Ross Pillari, BP America's chief executive, said last week that the company might cut 10 percent of its output from the Cherry Point refinery if it loses a court battle over enlarging its dock there.
But an environmentalist who's winning the five-year-old fight against BP called Pillari's comments "poppycock to frighten the Bellingham Chamber of Commerce over job cuts."
Fred Felleman said his organization, Ocean Advocates, is pushing BP only for greater safety measures, not for refining cutbacks.
New Orleans Times-Picayune: Outer ring of flood protection proposed
But cost is barrier, visiting senator says 
By Keith Darcé, Staff writer 

The federal government should consider building an outer layer of flood protection structures beyond the traditional levees around the New Orleans area, but high construction costs could block that from becoming a reality, said U.S. Sen. Lincoln Chafee, a member of a levee oversight committee who toured hurricane-devastated parts of the city Monday. 

"That may be the route to go," the Rhode Island Republican said while noting that an outer flood protection system shielding the New Orleans area from hurricane storm surges could cost $14 million for each mile of structure. 
"That's expensive," he said. "But then there is an enormous amount of revenue generated from the success of New Orleans. It's a city that generates billions and billions in revenue. That's a factor." 

New York Times: Louisiana's Marshes Fight for Their Lives 
By Cornelia Dean
Shea Penland nosed his truck along a mud-covered street, past uprooted trees, cars leaning crazily on fences, torn-off roofs, and piles of ruined furniture, wallboard and shingles - the waterlogged evidence that Hurricane Katrina had been through the New Orleans suburb of Chalmette.
Twice, he turned to avoid streets blocked by brick houses apparently torn from their slab foundations and dumped blocks away. Finally, he spotted what he was seeking. "Look at that," he said, pointing to what looked like misshaped bowling balls tufted with long strands of yellow grass, seemingly thrown onto the porch and through the gaping doorway of a wrecked brick ranch house. "Marshballs."
For Dr. Penland, director of the Pontchartrain Institute for Environmental Studies at the University of New Orleans, these clumps of black mud knitted with roots and fronds are an alarming sight. The marshballs, some as large as a sofa, others as small as a shoebox, had floated from wetlands to the east. Dr. Penland says they are more evidence that after decades of human interference, the marshes of Louisiana are in deep, deep trouble. 

New Orleans Times-Picayune: GIVE & TAKE
The Dutch found out the hard way: Flood control can cause as many problems as it solves. 
By John McQuaid, Staff writer 

LAKE VOLKERAK, NETHERLANDS -- The Grevelingen estuary was a mortal threat, so it had to go. During the 1953 Dutch flood disaster, the estuary, where the Meuse and Rhine rivers flow into the North Sea, was a conduit for a storm surge that flowed inland and killed hundreds of people. 

So the Dutch government dammed Grevelingen in 1971 as part of its Delta Works flood protection plan. It built a dam to block off the North Sea and then still more dams that divided the estuary into compartments to make the waterway more manageable. But that solution created a different kind of disaster. 
Grevelingen's tidal fluxes and sand flats had made it a perfect home for sea life, including shellfish. "All the mussels were dead within 14 days after the area was dammed," said Wim Schott van Sluis, 69, who had fished in the area. 

Los Angeles Times: Senate OKs More Money for Corps of Engineers
The Senate gave final congressional approval to a $30.5-billion bill that provides more money for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to look at ways to better protect the Gulf Coast from hurricanes and to expand nuclear weapons programs.

The fiscal 2006 spending bill, which funds several federal agencies and was previously approved by the House, goes to President Bush to sign into law.

The Army Corps of Engineers would be given $5.4 billion, about $1 billion more than Bush requested in February, according to Sen. Pete V. Domenici (R-N.M), who pushed the bill through the Senate.
Oregonian: Plan to remove Marmot Dam and Roslyn Lake flows forward 
Habitat changes - The Army Corps studies PGE's proposal to restore miles of river to fish 
CATHERINE TREVISON, The Oregonian 

Wednesday is the last day for public comment on the plan to dismantle the Bull Run Hydroelectric Project, including the Marmot Dam on the Sandy River and Roslyn Lake in Sandy. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is evaluating the plan, announced in 1999 by dam owner Portland General Electric. About 23 private groups and government agencies pledged support in 2002 for the removal to help restore migratory runs of wild fish on the Upper Sandy and Little Sandy rivers. 
Naples (FL) Daily News: Corps looking for temporary fix to $10.5B problem 
By KATE SPINNER
Pollution problems in the Caloosahatchee River and its estuaries drew about 100 people to the Lee County Commission chambers Monday night. 

Residents, business people, public officials and environmentalists asked the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to take a more environmentally sensitive approach to the management of Lake Okeechobee. 

Some suggested sending sheet flow to the Everglades, through agricultural lands. Some accused the Army Corps of putting agricultural interests to the south of the lake above the interests of people who depend on the estuaries for their livelihoods. 

New York Times: Storms Put Focus on Other Disasters in Waiting 
By Dean E. Murphy
 Officials in California worry about the collapse of aging levees in the delta of the Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers, which might allow surging seawater to contaminate much of the state's drinking water supply.
A major concern in Seattle is the seismic vulnerability of the Alaskan Way Viaduct, a busy elevated highway in such peril that weight and lane restrictions were imposed on buses and trucks.
In Montana, Idaho and Wyoming, there is the recurring danger of a volcanic eruption at Yellowstone National Park, while in Florida, attention has turned anew to cleaning up Lake Okeechobee, which sends polluted water into nearby rivers during heavy rains and floods.
While the problems are mostly well known, the devastation from the Gulf Coast hurricanes is serving as a strong reminder that possible disasters could lay waste to cities and states across the country. People are calling government offices about emergency preparedness, long-forgotten plans are being dusted off and reassessed, and lawmakers are holding hearings about vulnerabilities and whether efforts to address them go far enough.
Christian Science Monitor: How helpful are new flood zones?
Expanding them means stricter building codes, but critics say new flood zone regions may encourage construction. 
By Patrik Jonsson | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

When the malingering whorls of tropical storm Cindy swept through Hampton, Ga., Maggie Kimbrell had no reason to fear a flood, even if the nearby Atlanta Motor Speedway looked like a bass fishing lake with stands. 

After all, where her city in the rolling plains of central Georgia should be on the Federal Emergency Management Agency's (FEMA) flood maps, there was only a blank space - a dereliction of planning, it turns out, as runoff from a new development created a surprise flood that inundated Ms. Kimbrell's house.
"Before they give a permit for another subdivision, they need to know how the water's going to flow," she says. "Making money's a great thing, but ruining somebody's house is not so great."
Los Angeles Times: Alarmed by 'Cycle of Anti-Environmentalism'
By Frank Clifford, Times Staff Writer

The environment has never faced greater political peril in America than it does today, says former Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt.

"History, however, instructs us that the trajectory of environmental protection is moving ever upward over time, even as the trend line occasionally breaks downward," Babbitt asserts in his new book "Cities in the Wilderness."

A Democrat, Babbitt ran the Interior Department for eight years under President Clinton, who in Babbitt's words "protected more acres of land and water than any of his predecessors." If parts of that legacy are in jeopardy now, as Babbitt says they are, he remains confident that the public, in time, will again demand that the federal government play a stronger role in protecting natural resources.

In his book, he examines the conservation record of the Clinton era. One failure he highlights was his inability to marshal public support for a plan to ease the threat of catastrophic flooding on the lower Mississippi River. The plan would have required removing some levees on the upper Mississippi, allowing the river to overflow its banks in undeveloped areas, thus reducing downstream flows and the potential for disaster in places such as New Orleans.
Christian Science Monitor: The inner life of a city gets dragged to the curb 

By Kris Axtman | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

NEW ORLEANS - Mary Kelly-Swafford never knew mold could come in so many colors until she and her husband, Bert, began to gut their mid-city home.

"Black, white, red, yellow, blue, green, purple," she ticks off from inside the structure's skeletal remains, stripped bare of furniture, appliances, electronics, clothes, mementos, and even sheetrock - all of which is piled 10-feet high on the front curb.

"Imagine everything you own sitting in a Port-O-Let for three weeks," adds Mr. Swafford. "That's what it was like in here, nice and soggy and smelly."

That's also what it's like out there - on every curb and around every corner in New Orleans. The rotting piles of debris grow daily as more and more people return to the storm-ravaged city and begin to clean out their homes and businesses.
 

 

New Orleans Times-Picayune:  BIGGER. BETTER. BOLDER.
Raising levees became a losing game for the Dutch. With a grand vision, they revolutionized flood control. Louisiana also needs to think ahead, they say, not seek a quick fix. 
By John McQuaid, Staff writer 

HOEK VAN HOLLAND, NETHERLANDS -- Like two enormous butterfly wings, massive yet delicate, the 700-foot-wide gates of the Maeslant storm surge barrier sit on either side of the New Waterway, a shipping channel that runs from the North Sea into the heart of Rotterdam, Netherlands. Most of the time, sitting is all they do. 

But Rotterdam, the world's busiest port, and the densely populated area around it are the lowest region of a low country, 22 feet below sea level at its nadir. It would be wiped off the map if allowed to flood. So when a major storm surge threatens the Dutch coast, something that has happened just once since the barrier was completed in 1997, Maeslant's automated system responds. 

The barrier's computer system monitors weather conditions and regional water levels, and an approaching storm surge triggers the gates to close. Motors kick on and gears spin, sealing off the waterway. The gates rotate on 680-ton ball joints made of steel, 35 feet in diameter -- the largest in the world. When they meet in the middle of the channel, the 70-foot-high barriers fill with water and sink to the bottom. The surge is blocked. 

 

Associated Press: Louisiana coast uprooted by Katrina 
Experts, and a reporter’s drive, reveal extent of wetlands loss
By Cain Burdeau, The Associated Press

VENICE, La. - People often think of Louisiana as an American Amazon — hot, jungly swamps where alligators drowsily peer from sluggish bayous and critters slink across vine-covered grounds.

Today, it’s more like Kansas-on-the-water.

Much of low-lying, southern Louisiana is sun-drenched, open marsh. A drive down coastal roads tells the story. Brittle, dead marsh reed is everywhere: draped over the eaves on homes, wrapped around car wheels, twisted about trees. Chunks of marsh — sod, grass and all — sit on roofs of sludge-filled homes.

It’s all evidence of how hurricanes Katrina and Rita tore at the coast’s protective wetlands.

 

 

USA Today: Katrina stirs debate over huge shipping channel's fate 

By Aaron Kuriloff, Special for USA TODAY

SHELL BEACH, La. — Frank "Blackie" Campo doesn't have to look far to locate the source of the flooding that destroyed his home in St. Bernard Parish, 20 miles from New Orleans' French Quarter. From the vacant lot where his house once stood, Campo can see the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet, a massive shipping channel bounded by levees that proved little more than speed bumps when Hurricane Katrina's storm surge swept into their now-vanished hamlet of stilt-perched houses and fishing camps.

Since the early 1970s, Campo, many of his neighbors and political leaders of this 67,000-resident parish have fought to close the 76-mile MR-GO, which locals call "Mister Go." It was dredged by the Army Corps of Engineers through the marshes east of the city in the 1960s as a shortcut for deep-draft ships carrying Chinese textiles, Central American coffee or Middle Eastern crude oil to and from the Gulf of Mexico. 

Now the storm's devastation has revived a decades-old debate over whether to undo the channel and bring back the wetlands. 

The problem, MR-GO opponents say, is that since its construction, the channel has failed to live up to its promised economic benefits. More critical to them, it eroded its banks, allowed saltwater to kill off nearby marshes that helped control floods, and eventually carried Katrina's storm surge to their doors. 

 

 

New York Times: No-Bid Contract to Replace Schools After Katrina Is Faulted 
By ERIC LIPTON

 

BAY ST. LOUIS, Miss., Nov. 10 - From their new metal-encased classroom, the third graders who returned to school this week can look straight into the carcass of the old North Bay Elementary.

To the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the modular classrooms lined up next to the soon-to-be demolished former school show, as the billboard out front boasts, "Katrina Recovery in Progress."

But to critics, the 450 portable classrooms being installed across Mississippi are prime examples in their case against FEMA and its federal partner, the Army Corps of Engineers, for wasteful spending and favoritism in the $62 billion hurricane relief effort. 

Provided by a politically connected Alaskan-owned business under a $40 million no-bid contract, the classrooms cost FEMA nearly $90,000 each, including transportation, according to contracting documents. That is double the wholesale price and nearly 60 percent higher than the price offered by two small Mississippi businesses dropped from the deal.

 

 

New York Times: U.S. Official Defends Pace of Iraqi Reconstruction  

By Sabrina Tavernise

BAGHDAD, Iraq, Nov. 13 - The American official in charge of reconstruction in Iraq went on the offensive Sunday in response to skeptical questions from Iraqi journalists, saying that American-financed projects here are moving forward but that officials have not publicized them to avoid putting Iraqi workers at risk.

Also on Sunday, the American military cast doubts on a claim posted on a Baath Party Web site on Saturday that Izzat Ibrahim al-Douri, the last of Saddam Hussein's inner circle still at large, had died. The military said in a statement that officials "question the validity of the Baath Party claim," and said it would continue to hunt for Mr. Ibrahim.

 

Washington Post: Realistic Plan Sought for D.C. Schools
Renovations Would Try To Avoid Past Mistakes
By V. Dion Haynes, Washington Post Staff Writer



Sterling Henry III is more than two months into his freshman year at Cardozo Senior High School in Northwest Washington, but he says his shock at conditions inside the building has yet to wear off.

Large chunks of plaster are missing from numerous walls and ceilings. Many urinals in the restrooms are broken. Only about two of the more than dozen water fountains are working. The gym is so small that the Cardozo Clerks must play their home games on the basketball court at nearby Roosevelt Senior High. And the school's swimming pool has been closed for 11 years because of cracks.

"I expected the school to be cleaner," Sterling said. "It makes me feel they don't care."

The deterioration at Cardozo is more the rule than the exception in the D.C. school system. After years of deferred maintenance, funding cuts and mismanagement of capital programs, most of its 147 schools are in desperate need of repair and renovation. 

 

Associated Press

November 12, 2005

Levees may not be rebuilt by next hurricane season
By BRETT MARTEL
Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS   — Engineers may not have time to rebuild all 350 miles of battered levees in the New Orleans area before the next hurricane season, but they plan to shore up the structures enough to withstand another storm.

The Army Corps of Engineers expects to stabilize any weak areas in the levee system before the 2006 hurricane season begins in June.

"Construction might continue past June ... but it will be capable of protecting from a hurricane," said Walter Baumy, chief engineer for the agency's New Orleans district.

The task of restoring levees goes far beyond patching up several dozen breaches of various sizes. The Corps has "sent out teams to investigate the entire system, not just areas where there were breaches," Baumy said. "We've identified areas we know were damaged."
 

The Clarion Ledger (Jackson, Miss.)

November 13, 2005

Doling of storm funds rapped
Lawmaker says Miss. contractors slighted

By Joshua Cogswell

After Hurricane Katrina struck, Lisa Carley of Brandon saw an opportunity to expand her tree service business and help rebuild her storm-ravaged state.

She offered her services to AshBritt, the prime contractor for debris removal in the state. The Pompano Beach, Fla.-based company was awarded a $500 million contract in September from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

After weeks of waiting, she drove to the Mississippi Gulf Coast to meet with AshBritt officials and landed a contract to haul debris for $9 a cubic yard. As of Thursday, her company had not picked up any debris on the Coast. 
Carley's situation shows how AshBritt and other prime contractors are inflating their numbers, said 3rd District U.S. Rep. Chip Pickering, a harsh critic of the contracting process.
New Orleans Times-Picayune Editorial
November 13, 2005

Forgotten already
The horrors of Hurricane Katrina are seared into the memories of its many victims, but the storm is fading from the national consciousness. 

Because of short attention spans, President Bush's recent Supreme Court pick and the Scooter Libby indictment, it is becoming more difficult to keep lawmakers focused on our plight. The president stood in front of St. Louis Cathedral and promised to "do what it takes . . . stay as long as it takes" to rebuild this community. Ultimately, what it will take is a commitment to build levees that will protect the metro area from a Category 5 hurricane. 


 

We don't expect a blank check. But we do need help -- to fix the life-threatening flaws in our current flood-protection system before next year's hurricane season, to begin work on a new levee system that will shield us from the most violent storms, to restore our coast, to bring long-term jobs to an injured economy. 
 

Full story attached.
 

Dutch system of flood control an engineering marvel 

By John McQuaid
Staff writer 



TER HEIJDE, NETHERLANDS -The North Sea's furious winters can kick up storm surges more than 13 feet high - a lethal threat to a country where millions live below sea level, some as much as 22 feet down. And the Dutch have devised a peerless system of flood defenses - one of the world's engineering marvels - to keep that water out.

Giant barriers straddle ocean inlets, their gates poised to slam shut to repel the invading sea. Massive earthen dams run for miles, blocking off vast areas once open to the North Sea, now converted to freshwater lakes and new living space.

Those are among the master strokes. But the Dutch system is also noted for its subtlety. 

The only thing lying between the tiny red-roofed village of Ter Heijde and the sea, a scant 200 yards away, is a big pile of sand.

 

 

Auburn Journal (California)

November 13, 2005
Study funding churns dam debate
Among Doolittle additions to Water Act is new start for longtime controversy 

By: Gus Thomson, Journal Staff Writer



U.S. Rep. John Doolittle, R-Roseville, is being praised and panned as an omnibus spending plan moves forward in Washington that includes more than $31 million for Placer County projects, ranging from an Auburn dam study to building a new Folsom bridge to construction of a new regional wastewater treatment system.

Under a $30.5 billion spending bill approved by the U.S. House of Representatives, Doolittle has secured $1 million for a study to determine a cost for a multipurpose Auburn dam. The long-delayed project in the American River canyon east of Auburn has been seen in a new light after Hurricane Katrina and flooding in New Orleans because of similar flood-protection concerns in the Sacramento area.

Full story attached.
 

New Orleans Times-Picayune

November 12, 2005

Corps may place gates at entrances of canals
By Bob Marshall
and Mark Schleifstein
Staff writers

The Army Corps of Engineers is considering installing gates at the entrances of the 17th Street and London Avenue canals to prevent a repeat of the flooding that devastated the area during Hurricane Katrina, Civil Works Director Major Gen. Don Riley said Friday. 

The decision to build the gates will likely hinge on whether the corps finds additional damage to levee walls along the canals that failed during Katrina and determines that the cost of building the gates will be less than rebuilding the walls, he said. 

The corps also will look into the feasibility of moving the pumping stations used to empty water from the city to the lakefront, which Riley said would be an expensive fix. 

"The main line of defense will be at the lake, clearly, in the interim, until we have authorization in legislation to do anything more, " he said. 
Levee breaches during the Aug. 29 storm and possible design and construction flaws identified by investigators have raised concerns about whether the system can protect the metropolitan area from a major storm. 

 

Engineering News Record

November 11, 2005

Louisiana Rebuilding Conference Calls for Unity on Goals and Plans 

By Angelle Bergeron

Raising hurricane protection for Greater New Orleans to Category 5 status registered high on the list of issues for participants at a Louisiana Reconstruction and Recovery Conference that began in the city Nov. 10, but the 600 participants also are worried about the cost and time it would take to achieve it, and how their city will be safeguarded in the meantime.

They also recognized the importance of "keeping the story alive" if the region is to get the political and economic support it will need to see recovery through. Electronic polls conducted during the sessions indicate participants see that holding America's attention long enough to devise effective reconstruction solutions and financing will be critical to success. 
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Corps predicts years of levee work 



By JOE GYAN JR.


NEW ORLEANS -- A top U.S. Army Corps of Engineers official told Gov. Kathleen Blanco's storm-recovery panel Friday that it would take 10 to 15 years to upgrade the levee protection system in the New Orleans area to Category 5 hurricane levels. 

"Believe me, that's fast," Brig. Gen. Robert Crear, commander of the Corps' Mississippi Valley Division, which includes the New Orleans District, said during a meeting of the Louisiana Recovery Authority. 

"The Corps of Engineers, more than anyone else, would like to do things faster," he added. 

Crear, who noted that Hurricane Katrina damaged 41 miles of the 284-mile system of levees and floodwalls and 34 of the 48 pumping stations, said protection higher than the current Category 3 level requires congressional authorization and funding. 
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No people, no power, no money -a city struggling to live again

BY: Jacqui Goodard

11 weeks after Katrina, New Orleans is working flat out to drag itself from the mud, but it has a long way to go, writes Jacqui Goddard.

ARTHUR JACKSON and his fellow postmen used to criss-cross New Orleans in white vans, delivering letters. These days they deliver to barely 20 per cent of the city and, says Mr Jackson, "people are so happy to see the mailman they come and hug me. It's a sign that life is returning to normal."

The other side of the story is on display outside the Superdome, where trailers serve as makeshift sorting offices. There post office employees are redirecting millions of letters to addresses across America, where evacuees have built new lives.
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Bill would limit storm funds going to federal contractors

By Greg Hilburn


BATON ROUGE -- Primary federal contractors would see their take limited to 15 percent of any hurricane-related contract worth $25 million or more under a bill the Louisiana House Commerce Committee approved Friday.

House Bill 31 by Rep. Troy Hebert, D-Jeanerette, is designed to push more of the money appropriated for cleaning up and rebuilding the state to subcontractors who actually have operations on the ground.

“We're getting pennies on the dollar. And most of the bread is going to paper companies outside the state who aren't doing anything," said Hebert, a subcontractor cleaning up debris from hurricanes Katrina and Rita.

The hearing on his bill spanned two days as legislators grappled with strategies that would let Louisiana companies and employees earn a larger piece of the rebuilding pie.
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FEMA aid for Rita tops total from past decade
By ALLAN TURNER
 

Federal aid to Texas Hurricane Rita victims for housing, medical expenses and related needs topped $500 million this week, almost doubling the total of individual assistance that the Federal Emergency Management Agency has disbursed in the state during disasters occurring in the previous 10 years.

More than $26 million in FEMA assistance went to about 85,000 eligible individuals and families in Harris County. In 22 East Texas counties designated as disaster areas, residents of hard-hit Jefferson County received the greatest assistance — more than $226 million.
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Environmentalists didn't swamp N.O. 


Environmentalists did not swamp New Orleans, but Washington does not know it. 

You can take from Katrina what you want, but at some point it gets ridiculous. Wednesday, the House Committee on Resources took testimony from J Bennett Johnston and other witnesses that, believe it or not, it was environmentalists who drowned New Orleans.

On the same day, Louisiana newspapers were reporting investigations by the Louisiana attorney general and the U.S. attorney for New Orleans into negligence by the Corps of Engineers and its contractors for the failed levees. News must travel north rather slowly. 

The scapegoating of environmentalists began with two former corps New Orleans employees who said that they would have built a barrier plan to protect the city, but were stopped by an environmental lawsuit. Whether they were motivated by the fact that they had been in charge when the dreadful 17th Street Canal decisions were made, or by their equally dreadful defense of the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet that ushered Hurricane Rita right into the city, is hard to say. But here are the facts: 

Port Arthur News


November 12, 2005

More than 200,000 Rita victims received financial assistance
By Marilyn Tennissen
In a little more than six weeks since Hurricane Rita tore its way through East Texas, the federal government has already provided more than a half-billion dollars in financial assistance to more than 200,000 people in Texas. Almost half of the federal dollars have gone to provide assistance in Jefferson County.

“We still have a big task ahead, but you can see what we have been able to do so far,” Don Jacks, external affairs director for the Texas field of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, said in a conference call Friday. “This reinforces the great partnership with FEMA the state and the citizens of Texas.”
Associated Press
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Funding woes could affect Great Lake carp barriers
[image: image1]
CHICAGO - Funding problems have become the latest stumbling block in efforts to keep Asian carp out of the Great Lakes.

Electrical barriers are used to shield Lake Michigan from the voracious fish in the Illinois River. But the Army Corps of Engineers is having problems securing enough money to keep them running, and could run out of funds by May.

A congressional committee this week decided not to pay a roughly $1 million electric bill that would keep the barriers working. Unless Congress delivers the money in another bill, the Corps could ask the state for money.

But Mike Conlin, director of resource conservation at the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, said cost of the barriers is a federal responsibility because they "protect all of the Great Lakes, not just the Illinois portion of Lake Michigan."
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Papering over dike's woes
It's good to know that state lawmakers and water managers are worried about the safety of the dike surrounding Lake Okeechobee. They're not settling for assurances by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, which built and maintains the dike, that it's fine.

Hurricane Wilma's heavy erosion of the dike near Pahokee, plus the $6 million in damage inflicted by last summer's storms, justifies concerns. 

Rather than spend money on yet another study, which could take years, however, the corps should look at its most recent studies and get busy repairing the weakest sections it already has identified.

The corps is about to start a $25 million, two-year project to fix 4.6 miles of the dike south of Port Mayaca near Indiantown. It's part of a $230 million plan to shore up all 143 miles of the dike over several decades. 
New Orleans Times-Picayune
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