New Orleans Times-Picayune: Dredging led to deep trouble, experts say
Levee 'blowout' was a concern before project began in 1980s 
By Bob Marshall and Sheila Grissett, Staff writers 
When the New Orleans Sewerage & Water Board developed a plan in 1981 to improve street drainage by dredging the 17th Street Canal to increase capacity for Pump Station No. 6, residents across the city applauded. Increasingly heavy rains were not only flooding streets, but also pushing water into homes. Action was needed. It seemed like a no-brainer. 

Today, forensic engineers investigating the levee breach that flooded much of city during Hurricane Katrina aren't so sure. The search for the cause of the failure keeps returning to that dredging project as the probable starting point for a series of mistakes engineers think ultimately led to the breach. 

New Orleans Times-Picayune: Evacuees in Baton Rouge single out levee strength
Better protection is demanded at forum 
By Robert Travis Scott, Capital bureau 
BATON ROUGE -- Most New Orleans residents still living in Baton Rouge because of Hurricane Katrina can quickly see through the mountains of research, PowerPoint presentations and endless discussions about rebuilding New Orleans to spot their single highest priority: fix the levees. 

Mobile Register: FEMA recruits contractors for hurricane relief work
By BILL BARROW Capital Bureau 
MONTGOMERY -- Federal Emergency Management Agency officials from Washington, D.C., were in Alabama's capital city Thursday to encourage small and minority-owned firms to seek hurricane relief contracts. 

Christian Science Monitor: US seeks to hand reconstruction over to Iraqis
US trumpets economic and social progress in Iraq: More than 2,000 projects have been completed.
By Howard LaFranchi | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

BAGHDAD – First the White House outlined a strategy of building up Iraq's security forces as the ticket home for US troops. Now the US is promoting a parallel vision that calls for progressively turning over control of US-funded development projects, worth about $21 billion, to Iraqis. 

Associated Press: Economy grows amid costly insurgency
By CHRIS TOMLINSON, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
BAGHDAD, Iraq - Iraq's economy is expected to grow by 4 percent this year and by double digits in 2006 as reconstruction efforts begin to bear fruit, a U.S. official said Thursday. But the cost of the insurgency remains high, both in financial and emotional terms.
Baton Rouge Advocate: Corps to study proposal on levee
By PATRICK COURREGES, Acadiana bureau 
U.S. Rep. Charles Boustany Jr. has gotten legislative clearance for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to figure out whether a 12-foot reinforced levee along the Intracoastal Waterway in southwestern Louisiana is a good idea. 

For Situational Awareness
GovExec.com: Unions rally against personnel changes as Pentagon issues new details 
By Karen Rutzick
Unions representing both federal and nonfederal employees joined in a rally Thursday to protest limits on collective bargaining in the federal government. 
New Orleans Times-Picayune 
December 8, 2005 

Evidence points to man-made disaster 
Human mistakes led to N.O. levee breaches 
By John McQuaid, Bob Marshall 
and Mark Schleifstein, Staff writers 
As investigators and residents have picked through the battered New Orleans levee system's breaches, churned-up soil and bent sheet pile in the 100 days since Hurricane Katrina struck, they have uncovered mounting evidence that human error played a major role in the flood that devastated the city.
New Orleans Times-Picayune 
December 8, 2005 

Problems may lie within, some say 
Institutional failures at Corps suspected 
By John McQuaid, Washington bureau 
WASHINGTON -- There is no shortage of investigations into why New Orleans levees failed during Hurricane Katrina. But it's not yet clear whether any will accomplish their ultimate aim: deriving lessons from what went wrong that can avert the next disaster. 
The Army Corps of Engineers, which oversees the levee system, is investigating itself with the help of other agencies. The American Society of Civil Engineers is reviewing that investigation. Team Louisiana, a state-sponsored group, and the investigators sponsored by the National Science Foundation also are looking at the levees. The National Research Council, charged with giving the government sound scientific advice, is about to launch its own levee probe. U.S. Senate and House committees are looking into the failures, as are the Louisiana attorney general's office and the FBI.
Jackson (Miss) Clarion Ledger 
December 8, 2005 

Victims upset by cleanup process 
Residents along the Miss. Gulf Coast frustrated by slow removal of Katrina debris

By Chris Joyner

BAY ST. LOUIS — Homeowner Elden Thomas said he was told more than a month ago that contractors working for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers would be by to clear debris from his lot so he could put a trailer there.

"They were supposed to do it in 20 days," he said. "It's 32 days and it ain't been nothing yet."

At Fred Lister's home, contractors have removed six truckloads of debris from the right of way. But the job still is not done.
Government Executive 
December 7, 2005 

Federal offices in New Orleans area gradually open doors 
By Daniel Pulliam

Federal government offices and buildings in the greater New Orleans area are gradually getting back on their feet as the region recovers from one of the worst natural disasters in the nation's history. 
More than three months after the Hurricane Katrina slammed into the central Gulf Coast, resulting in the death of more than 1,300 people and the displacement of more than 1 million, about half of government offices in New Orleans are estimated to have at least partially re-opened. 
Wall Street Journal 
December 8, 2005 

Local and Federal Authorities Battle to Control Disaster Relief 
Florida Beat Back Washington During Hurricane Wilma;
A Video-Conference Coup; Mr. Fugate Seizes 300 Phones 

By ROBERT BLOCK and AMY SCHATZ, Staff Reporters of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

MARCO ISLAND, Fla. -- Shortly after Hurricane Wilma's 120-mile-an-hour winds died down and the rains passed, Florida's emergency-management czar, Craig Fugate, helicoptered to this exclusive resort town to survey the damage.
New York Times
December 8, 2005 
Bush Shifts Priorities In Rebuilding Iraq To Smaller Projects 

By David E. Sanger and James Glanz 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 7 - President Bush said Wednesday that the strategy for rebuilding Iraq was shifting to smaller, more visible projects, while he conceded that the American effort to rebuild Iraq had been ridden with early mistakes.
"Reconstruction has not always gone as well as we had hoped," Mr. Bush said, in an admission that paralleled his concession last week, in the first of four speeches laying out his Iraq strategy, that the United States had not properly armed and trained Iraqis to resist insurgents.
Washington Post
December 8, 2005

Bush Cites Setbacks In Rebuilding By The U.S. 
President's Account Is Unusually Candid 

By Peter Baker, Washington Post Staff Writer 

President Bush acknowledged yesterday that the multibillion-dollar reconstruction of Iraq has "been uneven" and hobbled by corruption, misplaced priorities and insurgent attacks, but maintained that "quiet, steady progress" would ultimately transform the country.
St. Petersburg Times 
December 8, 2005 

Corps denies permit for golf course in wetlands  CRAIG PITTMAN and MATTHEW WAITE 
St. Petersburg Times 

The corps, which rarely denies wetland permits in Florida, concluded the Mirasol development near Bonita Springs would cause "significant adverse impacts" to the state's dwindling wetlands as well to water quality and Everglades wildlife habitat.
Wednesday's decision comes after a string of legal setbacks for the corps: Three federal judges this year overturned permits to destroy Florida wetlands for development and mining.
Col. Robert Carpenter, who oversees the corps in Florida, said the court rulings had nothing to do with the decision. 

Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel 
December 8, 2005 

Scripps picks Abacoa site owned by FAU in Jupiter

By Josh Hafenbrack
Staff Writer
  
The Scripps Research Institute chose the Abacoa development in Jupiter Wednesday as its preferred home for a taxpayer-funded biotech campus, a move that could dramatically alter Scripps Florida's shape, scope and cost.

Philadelphia Inquirer 
December 8, 2005 
Specter joins fray with a push to dredge river

Elisa Ung, Inquirer Trenton Bureau

The war of words over deepening the Delaware River's shipping channel intensified yesterday with U.S. Sen. Arlen Specter saying it was "unconscionable, really scandalous," for New Jersey to hold up the roughly $300 million project.

New Orleans Times-Picayune 
December 7, 2005 

ADDED PROTECTION 
To ensure stronger storm protection, the Army Corps of Engineers may need as much as a 150-foot swath of land for levee protection in some places 
By Mark Schleifstein and Frank Donze 
Staff writers 
The Army Corps of Engineers will need to buy at least 15 feet of property -- and in some areas as much as 150 feet -- along some stretches of the 17th Street and London Avenue canals as part of its effort to rebuild stronger levee walls in places that failed during Hurricane Katrina, a corps official said Tuesday. 
In the first public indication that levee reconstruction will require a buyout of private property near the breaches, Fred Young, corps project manager for the levee reconstruction program, told an Orleans Levee Board committee that the additional space may be necessary for several alternatives being considered for adding protection to the levee wall system. 
Los Angeles Times Editorial 
December 7, 2005 
Home economics

IF MARKET FORCES ARE GOING to determine much of what happens in the rebuilding of New Orleans, the announcement this week by Los Angeles-based builder KB Home that it will partner in the construction of new homes outside the city and its flood zones offers a hint of what that will mean -- for good and ill.

KB and its smaller local partner, the Shaw Group, are eyeing acreage just outside the city in Jefferson Parish and in Baton Rouge, Louisiana's capital. They could eventually build tens of thousands of entry-level homes. They are unlikely to consider rebuilding individual homes in the city because that's not how they do business. KB, once known as Kaufman & Broad, succeeds with big, uniform housing developments that make use of grand economies of scale.
Boston Globe Commentary 
December 7, 2005 

Pompeii on the Mississippi 

By Jason Berry   

NEW ORLEANS
THREE MONTHS after the epic flood, we are specimens of congressional torture. 
Network celebrities who swept through for disaster backdrops are gone. The suffering in the Superdome and Convention Center is old footage. Torturing a city is tougher coverage for soft newsbodies.
Galatoire's restaurant will open in January. Come for Mardi Gras. Catch a night parade. Tour our dead neighborhoods. See Fats Domino's dead home. Picnic on the levee of our Pompeii.
Army News Service 
December 6, 2005 

Fallujah's electric network to be upgraded 

By Norris Jones

FALLUJAH, Iraq (Army News Service, Dec. 5, 2005)– Fallujah's electric network is undergoing a huge upgrade.

Michael Doty, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Gulf Region Central Project Engineer, says he decided to return to Fallujah for a second year to finish the work here.

“I believe in 12 months, people will be saying the city really turned things around here. That’s why I came back. I knew my mission wasn’t complete until we finished. The city’s totally renovated electrical distribution system is going to have a very positive impact.” 

Wall Street Journal 
December 7, 2005 

Hurricane Warning
On Topsail Island, Storms Fuel Battle Over Right to Build 
Foes Cite Endless Repair Bills And Fears of Weakening Mainland Flood Defenses; Beach Neighbors Turn Frosty 

By VALERIE BAUERLEIN, Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

TOPSAIL BEACH, N.C. -- More than 40 years ago, M.A. Boryk and some friends bought about two dozen acres of land on the southern tip of Topsail Island, a long slip of sand off the North Carolina coast. As the decades passed, nature gave them a lot more.
Waves, wind and ocean currents -- the forces that create and constantly resculpt such barrier islands -- deposited sand at the point owned by the Boryk partners, adding to their plot. The buyers and their families became wealthy by selling and building homes on beachfront property. Now they are fighting to keep their right to develop another 125 acres of land that rose out of the sea.
UPI 
December 6, 2005 

U.S. gives Israel a large new camp 

CAMP NACHSHONIM, Israel, Dec. 6 (UPI) -- The United States Tuesday delivered a sprawling storage base it has built for the Israeli army. 
The base, Nachshonim, will store equipment for an Israeli armored division. 
Nachshonim, which covers almost 400 acres, is the third base the United States has built for Israel under an agreement reached during the 1998 Wye River talks with the Palestinian Authority. 
Seattle Times 
December 7, 2005 

U.S. unveils report on problems at Hanford 

By Warren Cornwall 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

Amid pressure from Washington state political leaders, the U.S. Department of Energy on Tuesday released a closely held report that is critical of some work at a plant being built to clean up some of the worst contamination at Hanford's former nuclear-weapons factories.
But in the version released to the public, the department blacked out portions related to criticism of spending by Bechtel National, the contractor building the plant, and to contract disputes between the department and Bechtel, according to a complete copy of the report previously leaked to The Seattle Times.
The redacted sections detail disagreements between Bechtel and the Department of Energy (DOE) over responsibility for higher costs to deal with fire-proofing of buildings and the buildup of explosive hydrogen gas, among other things. The department also removed sections saying the current contract may be ineffective.
Associated Press 
December 7, 2005 

Biologists confirm endangered mussel found in Wapsipinicon River

By AMY LORENTZEN, Associated Press Writer

DES MOINES, Iowa - Environmental experts are celebrating the confirmed discovery of an endangered, freshwater mussel that hadn't been found alive in Iowa's interior waters for more than 80 years.

Genetic tests confirmed late last month that a 3-inch long mussel found in the Wapsipinicon River in late summer near Central City was a Higgins-eye pearly mussel. It was found during a weeklong mussel survey, Roger Gordon, a fisheries biologist with the Genoa National Fish Hatchery said Tuesday.

Wall Street Journal
December 7, 2005

Army Weighs Slower Troop Growth To Keep Modernization On Track 

By Greg Jaffe, Staff Reporter Of The Wall Street Journal 
WASHINGTON -- The Army is weighing options that would scale back its planned growth by at least one active-duty and six National Guard brigades over the next year to keep its modernization programs on track, defense officials say.
The reduction is almost certain to draw fierce criticism from Republican and Democratic lawmakers who already believe the service is too small and the current growth plan isn't ambitious enough. There are about 5,000 soldiers in each brigade. A senior Army official said that no final decision had been made with regard to slowing the service's growth, and the numbers could grow or shrink. Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld is reviewing the options.
Mississippi Press Newspapers 
December 6, 2005 

Slow debris pickup angers supervisors 

By NATALIE CHAMBERS 
PASCAGOULA -- Debris removal in Jackson County is not moving fast enough, county supervisors said. 
Supervisors and heads of several federal and state agencies, including Colonel Tony Vesay of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, discussed differences during a somewhat heated session Monday. 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency has directed the Corps to oversee the cleanup effort. The Corps contracted Ashbritt to handle the debris removal. 
The meeting was a follow-up to last week's session between supervisors and congressional staffers in which supervisors logged a number of storm-related complaints against the recovery agencies. 
"Rules seem like they have changed a great deal -- that has been extremely frustrating," Supervisor President Manly Barton said. 
Washington Post
December 6, 2005

Pentagon's Pay System Will Use New Terms To Rate Performance 

By Stephen Barr 

"Fully successful" is out; "valued performance" is in. 

"Outstanding" is gone; "role model" is tops. 

The terminology for job performance ratings is about to change at the Defense Department, perhaps as early as February, according to documents released by officials in charge of the new National Security Personnel System.
NSPS, about two years in the making, plans to jettison the 15-grade General Schedule pay system and replace it with broad salary ranges, known as "pay bands," and to link pay raises more rigorously to performance.
New York Times: For Category 5 Safety, Levees Are Piece of a $32 Billion Pie 
By John Schwartz
 NEW ORLEANS, Nov. 22 - Amid all the arguments over how to rebuild this pummeled city, there is one universally held article of faith here: New Orleans must have a flood protection system strong enough to withstand Category 5 storms, the worst that nature can spawn. 

It is a rallying cry heard on radio broadcasts and in a front-page editorial in The Times-Picayune, in ruined neighborhoods and in corporate boardrooms. 

New Orleans Times-Picayune: Wave action within canal factors into levee probe
Back-forth pressure suspected in failure 
By Mark Schleifstein, Staff writer 

Wind-whipped waves churning inside the 17th Street Canal may have played a part in the failure of the levee wall that flooded Lakeview during Hurricane Katrina, researchers at the Army Corps of Engineers and the University of Michigan say. 

Once in the canal, the researchers theorize, the storm-surge waves bounced back and forth between the canal sides, adding a "tap, tap, tapping" pressure to forces already being applied to the wall and soil beneath it by the higher water level in the canal. 
Oregonian Editorial: A plea for New Orleans 
A great American city still awaits word from Washington that its federally constructed system of levees will be rebuilt 
Almost three months after Hurricane Katrina's floodwaters broke through the levees of New Orleans, Congress still hasn't appropriated a single dollar for building new ones. 

Without better, stronger levees, homeowners and businesses won't have enough confidence to rebuild and invest. One of the nation's great cities will perish. 

New York Times: The Line of Sand Gets Thinner 
By TINA KELLEY
BEACH HAVEN, N.J. - Robert Pacicco has owned the two-story house on the end of Merivale Avenue for a decade, but the Atlantic Ocean now seems poised to move in for the winter and beyond. Last winter, the waves broke over the foundation slab, from which the house rises on stilts. This year, half the pilings under the foundation have been exposed by the tides.
Bismarck (ND) Tribune: Lake land transfer report near
By Lauren Donovan
LAKE SAKAKAWEA - North Dakota may be just days away from learning whether 36,000 acres around Lake Sakakawea will be transferred to the Three Affiliated Tribes.

All of the land is currently owned by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and some is leased for privately owned cabins and for public recreation areas. Most is leased for tribal grazing pasture.

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: Budget to run Lake Lanier cut
Some parks may have to close

ASSOCIATED PRESS
GAINESVILLE — The budget to operate Lake Lanier next year has been drastically reduced, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers said.
Although Corps officials originally requested $8.5 million to operate the popular lake, Congress has allocated only $7.66 million for it.
