New Orleans Times-Picayune: New levee walls to be built deeper, stronger than before
Corps still not sure why they failed in storm 
By John McQuaid, Washington bureau 
WASHINGTON -- The Army Corps of Engineers is planning to repair New Orleans area levee breaches caused by Hurricane Katrina with fortified walls much stronger than the originals, design documents show. 

Where some floodwalls -- consisting of a concrete section mounted on a steel base -- collapsed, the Corps wants bulkier concrete walls and significantly deeper steel anchors reinforced with concrete piles. 

Corps officials say the new designs are intended to compensate for structural weaknesses caused by the breaches -- and for uncertainty over the strength of the original designs. 

"At this time, we haven't fully understood the failure mechanisms at all of these locations," said Walter Baumy, chief of the engineering division of the Corps' New Orleans district. He said the Corps is getting feedback from engineering teams investigating the breaches and incorporating that into the designs. 

New York Times Commentary: After the Deluge, Some Questions 
By JOHN M. BARRY
Washington
THE most important questions about rebuilding New Orleans are simple ones. Can the city be made safe, and if so, how? Who should chiefly bear the burden? Only by answering these questions can the city restore the confidence of would-be residents, investors, insurers and visitors that a rebuilt New Orleans won't be devastated by another hurricane. 

Without that public confidence, the city will never be able to thrive. But earning it will require two important measures, both of which were recommended by the flood control working group I recently headed at the request of the Louisiana congressional delegation. Clearly, New Orleans needs a new comprehensive flood control plan for the future - yet no legislation yet introduced has called for developing one. Just as important, we need to understand the failure of the city's old levee system, both in order to build a better one and in order to apportion responsibility for the losses that New Orleans suffered. As it turns out, much of the destruction resulted not from an act of god but from human error. 

Christian Science Monitor Editorial: Gulf rebuilding plans: mix and match
The Monitor's View 
The Gulf Coast has become a giant petri dish - for post-Katrina creeping mold, and also for Democrats and Republicans who view it as a vast policy lab to test their ideas about community rebuilding. Many, but not all of these ideas, should be attempted. 

Predictably, some Republicans put government emphasis on the private sector. President Bush proposes a "Gulf Opportunity Zone" of mostly business tax breaks. The Heritage Foundation, a conservative think tank, wants to eliminate capital gains taxes for investors in the area, and is pushing school vouchers and health-care tax credits to meet the temporary needs of a dispersed population.
Equally predictable, key Democrats are pushing an expanded role for government. Sen. Edward Kennedy (D) of Massachusetts touts a temporary Gulf Coast redevelopment authority, reminiscent of the Tennessee Valley Authority, created to revive that area during the Depression. The new authority would bring local, regional, and federal leaders together to plan rebuilding and set priorities. Interestingly, he found a friend in GOP New Hampshire Sen. Judd Gregg. This week, they proposed a bill establishing a new agency that would oversee billions of rebuilding dollars.
Given the enormity of the job to be done, the Gulf area is big enough and the needs great enough to accommodate both Republican and Democratic approaches - with limits.
Reuters: New Orleans Residents Frustrated by Garbage Pileup 
NEW ORLEANS (Reuters) - The slogan ``New Orleans: Imagine it Clean'' graces the sides of garbage cans in the French Quarter, a reminder that the city's government once implored residents to pick up after themselves.
Now, residents are becoming increasingly frustrated by the city's own failure to collect the growing mounds of fly-infested garbage that have lined the streets since Hurricane Katrina struck six weeks ago.
``It's getting to be ridiculous,'' said Michael Brown, 54, as he stood beside a pile of refrigerators, used clothes, ruined furniture, and trash cans buzzing with flies outside his home in New Orleans' Irish Channel neighborhood.
``I see them picking up the trees, but it's the garbage we need to get picked up now,'' said Brown, a maintenance worker at a home for the elderly who said he sprinkles bleach on the trash every night to help contain both the flies and the stench.
Baton Rouge Advocate: Corps of Engineers removing hurricane debris

More than 3 million cubic yards of debris have been hauled out of Louisiana, according to a report from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, which has been assigned the debris mission. 

Contractors have removed enough debris to fill 300 football fields 6 feet high. The total includes more than 2.9 million cubic yards created by Hurricane Katrina and more than 324,000 cubic yards created by Hurricane Rita. 

USACE
Eugene (OR) Register-Guard Editorial: Corps comes through
If federal agencies were ranked in terms of popularity, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers would be near the bottom of the list, perhaps just a notch or two above the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the Internal Revenue Service. 

However, the Corps deserves a round of applause - maybe even a standing ovation - for the remarkable progress it has made on repairing Fern Ridge dam, a project that originally was expected to take two or three years to complete. 

New York Times: Make Way for Ducks, in Manhattan? 
By PATRICK McGEEHAN
Visitors to Midtown Manhattan can get around by almost any conceivable mode of transportation. There are pedicabs, double-decker buses, horse-drawn carriages and bicycles built for seven.
But there are no ducks, not yet, anyway.
Unlike Boston, Philadelphia, London and dozens of other cities around the world, New York City does not offer tourists the pleasure of paying around $25 to cruise the streets in an amphibious bus, known as a duck, that ends its journey by splashing into the nearest body of water. Manhattan is lacking a crucial ingredient in the recipe for ducks: it has no boat ramps within five miles of Times Square. 

New York Waterway, the biggest operator of commuter ferries between the city and  New Jersey, hopes to fix that deficiency by building a ramp at Pier 78, at the west end of 38th Street, to accommodate a fleet of buses that float. But first the ferry company has to deal with criticism from competitors and community groups that oppose adding to the cacophony of western Midtown.
The local community board has asked the Army Corps of Engineers to hold a public hearing on the duck ramp before deciding whether to approve it, said John Doswell, co-chairman of the waterfront and parks committee of the board, Manhattan Community Board No. 4.
Reuters: US reduces protection of waters, wetlands: report
WASHINGTON - In the past four years, the United States has drastically cut back on its protection of waterways and wetlands, whose erosion was cited as a factor in the destruction caused by Hurricane Katrina, according to a report issued on Wednesday.
The report by the Government Accountability Office, the investigative arm of Congress, examined how the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Environmental Protection Agency assert jurisdiction over many of the nation's waterways and wetlands.
Environmental groups criticized government practices discussed in the report.
"Losses of wetlands in many areas in the United States are unprecedented, yet the Corps is allowing many of the remaining wetlands to be destroyed, in violation of its Clean Water Act obligations, without even trying to figure out why," said Christy Leavitt of environmental group U.S. PIRG.
Navis Bermudez of the Sierra Club said, "The GAO's report confirms the administration is secretly pursuing a policy that favors developers and other industrial interests."
Associated Press 
October 11, 2005 

Corps finishes pumping out N.O. floodwaters 

NEW ORLEANS – The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers said Tuesday that it has finished pumping out the New Orleans metropolitan area, which was flooded by Hurricane Katrina six weeks ago and then swamped again by Hurricane Rita. 

The initial flooding was caused by water surging over levees on the east side of New Orleans and breaking through a couple of others. At its worst, the flooding left standing water over 80 percent of the city. 
Some puddles of water remain in eastern areas of the city, which flooded deepest, but “you can drive anywhere,” said Col. Duane Gapinski, the engineer leading the task force assigned to pump out the water. “I saw a little Geo Metro driving down the streets. It's not like you need an SUV even.” 
Much of the water had been pumped out from Katrina when Rita caused tidal surges that dumped more water into the poorest area of New Orleans, also the hardest hit by the flooding. 
MSNBC 
October 11, 2005 

The FEMA ice follies revisited
Agency opts to store millions of pounds for next disaster 

By Lisa Myers & the NBC Investigative Unit, NBC News 

WASHINGTON — When the history of the chaotic Katrina relief effort is written, a chapter will be devoted to ice, and to trucks that toured the country for weeks, many never delivering a single cube to victims. FEMA now says it bought 182 million pounds of ice and that only 40 percent was used. The rest, it says, is being positioned for future storms. 
  
The rocky coast of Portland, Maine, is nowhere near hurricane territory. Yet 163 truckloads of excess ice bought for Katrina victims are now stored there, 1,600 miles from the Gulf Coast. The cost to taxpayers: $153,000.
"FEMA is so disorganized that it's buying ice, trucking it all over the country and placing it as far as possible from the people who could use it," says Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine.
Government Executive 
October 12, 2005 

Gulf Coast contracts still proving difficult to track 
By Kimberly Palmer

Contracts awarded in the wake of Hurricane Katrina remain difficult to track despite efforts to improve transparency. 
The Army Corps of Engineers posts weekly summaries of contract awards, including the value of the award and in some cases the level of competition, on its Web site. Awards from the Federal Emergency Management Agency, however, are more difficult to find and are traceable mainly through press releases the agency publishes occasionally. 
Even databases with contract descriptions are not adequate, said Steven Schooner, a George Washington University professor specializing in procurement law and policy. Actual contracts should be posted to agency Web sites, he said. There's no reason the agreements should be kept from public view, he added. 
USA TODAY 
October 12, 2005 

Few in Louisiana get post-Katrina contracts;
FEMA officials agree to set aside more

Oren Dorell

A Department of Homeland Security official tasked with helping local businesses get post-Hurricane Katrina contracts resigned in frustration last week because he could not secure catering work for local vendors.


Doug Doan, a business liaison at DHS, lined up a group of Louisiana chefs and restaurants to provide 26,000 meals a day in St. Tammany Parish to people without power and unable to cook for themselves.


Instead of the seafood pasta and beef with a red wine mushroom reduction that Doan arranged, box lunches and military rations known as meals-ready-to-eat, or MREs, from outside Louisiana are being served.
USA TODAY 
October 12, 2005 

Katrina's floodwaters not as toxic as expected;
No dangerous levels seen in New Orleans

Elizabeth Weise

The New Orleans floodwaters described as toxic in news accounts of Hurricane Katrina's impact were actually about as dangerous as the city's normal storm water runoff, according to surprised researchers at Louisiana State University.


"It's good news," said wastewater expert John Pardue, who directs the Louisiana Water Resources Research Institute at LSU. "The water that runs off the street has comparable concentrations." The findings appear in this week's issue of the American Chemical Society's journal Environmental Science & Technology.


Pardue and his team had expected to find high levels of fecal coliform bacteria from broken sewer pipes, dangerous levels of zinc and copper from submerged cars, and high concentrations of volatile compounds from gasoline.

New York Times 
October 12, 2005 
Supreme Court Takes Up 2 Cases Challenging Powers of U.S. Regulators to Protect Wetlands

By LINDA GREENHOUSE

The Supreme Court accepted two cases on the federal regulation of wetlands on Tuesday, bringing the court's federalism revolution into the heartland of environmental policy.

The cases, both from Michigan, challenge regulators' definition of federally protected wetlands under both the Clean Water Act and the Constitution. The question is whether the federal government is properly asserting jurisdiction over wetlands that may be part of a drainage area or tributary system but do not actually abut the ''navigable waters'' to which the Clean Water Act refers.

If the government's view of its power under the statute is correct, the landowners bringing the appeals argue, then Congress has exceeded its authority and the Clean Water Act, in this application, is unconstitutional.

Washington Post 
October 12, 2005 

Court to Rule on Federal Regulation of Wetlands 

By Charles Lane, Washington Post Staff Writer

The Supreme Court announced yesterday that it will decide how extensively government can regulate the nation's wetlands, a key source of contention among environmentalists and property owners.
Property owners in two cases the court agreed to hear argue that government regulators have interpreted the 1972 Clean Water Act too broadly and exceeded their power to regulate interstate commerce, because the wetlands in dispute are miles from any waters able to support recreation or shipping.
In accepting the cases, the court ruled against the Bush administration, which had said in a brief that "core federal interests" were at stake and urged the court to let stand lower-court rulings that upheld the government's authority.
The case could present an early test of new Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr.'s thinking on the scope of Congress's power under the commerce clause, a question mark left from his confirmation hearings.
Wall Street Journal 
October 12, 2005 

High Court to Examine the Scope Of Federal Clean-Water Laws 

By JESS BRAVIN
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 

WASHINGTON -- Wading into a long-running environmental dispute, the Supreme Court agreed to decide how deeply within state lines the federal Clean Water Act extends.
In a pair of cases from Michigan, developers contend Congress never intended to regulate "intrastate" waterways with scant connection to interstate commerce. And even if it did, they say, Washington lacks the constitutional power to reach that far.
The implications are broad. "We're talking about thousands of property owners nationwide," covering as much as 100 million acres of intrastate wetlands in the contiguous U.S., said Reed Hopper, an attorney with the conservative Pacific Legal Foundation in Sacramento, Calif., which represents one of the developers.
The high court also agreed to consider whether the federal law giving state regulators authority over federally licensed hydroelectric dams that discharge pollutants also applies to facilities that alter water flow without discharging pollutants. S.D. Warren Co. is challenging Maine's efforts to require its five dams to comply with state environmental laws.
Los Angeles Times 
October 12, 2005 

Justices to Measure Clean Water Act's Reach 
The high court will hear cases that could limit the power of the U.S. to protect wetlands. 

By David G. Savage, Times Staff Writer

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court, in a potentially far-reaching clash between the environment and the rights of property owners, agreed Tuesday to consider limiting the federal government's power to protect hundreds of millions of acres of wetlands.

After its first private conference led by Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr., the court said it would hear three cases that asked the justices to cut back on the reach of the Clean Water Act of 1972, the antipollution measure that led to the cleanup of streams, rivers and bays around the nation.

A defeat for the federal government could signal the beginning of a retreat from broad federal protection for the environment. Some conservatives and property-rights activists have urged the high court to be more aggressive in protecting landowners from environmental regulators.

USA Today
October 12, 2005
Army Housing No Longer Homely 
'50s-era style left in dust as thousands of units updated 

By William M. Welch, USA Today 

SCHOFIELD BARRACKS, Hawaii — When Vicki Olson came to this Army post three years ago, she had an unexpected reaction to the island paradise.
“I cried,” she said. 

The homes for junior officers and enlisted soldiers with families had mold under the floors, rats in the walls and pipes, broken fixtures and the island's red dirt everywhere.
As the wife of a major general, she knew that her home would be among the best. The homes for those who fought under him would be the worst.
“You looked at these houses, and you knew we had to do better than we were doing,” said Olson, whose husband is Maj. Gen. Eric Olson.
Napoleon believed an army marches on its stomach. The Army believes it will march on 9-foot ceilings, spacious rooms, two-car garages, planned communities and contemporary design.
Chicago Tribune 
October 11, 2005 

Flood plain developers dare nature
River towns west of St. Louis have opened vulnerable land to building. Are they playing with water by ignoring 1993's flood lessons?

By Tim Jones
Tribune national correspondent

CHESTERFIELD, Mo. -- The longest outdoor strip mall in America starts with Target and, more than a mile later, finishes with Home Depot and a 14-theater multiplex, all on farmland that in 1993 was under 15 feet of brown Missouri River water.

On the strength of a new levee and a fervent belief that disaster will not strike again, the retail franchise nirvana known as Chesterfield Commons lies in the flood plain, practically daring the Missouri to give the reinforced levee its best shot.

This mall is the most conspicuous wager in a more-than $2 billion regional development gamble by St. Louis-area suburbs that were clobbered by flooding 12 years ago. As memories of waterlogged misery fade and faith grows in stronger, higher, nature-taming levees, land that has always absorbed the tantrums of temperamental rivers is being slated for small factories, office complexes and shopping malls.

Christian Science Monitor (Boston, MA) 
October 12, 2005 

Many big visions for new Big Easy

By Amanda Paulson Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor

Planners look to reconceive what took 300 years to evolve.

Even as the US Army Corps of Engineers claimed victory Tuesday in pumping out the last of more than 224 billion gallons of floodwater, some in New Orleans were looking forward to the chance to rebuild and, perhaps, reshape one of America's major cities.

Within days of hurricane Katrina, urban planners, architects, and engineers flocked to the city to get a first look at the potential. If their efforts seem uncoordinated, their goals are lofty. Many planners and politicians don't want to merely re-create New Orleans, but to make it better - socially, culturally, economically, environmentally, and physically.

Their excitement is palpable. "It's the urban planning challenge of this century," says Kristina Ford, an environmental studies professor at Bowdoin College who headed New Orleans city planning for eight years. "How can we rebuild the town so we can re- create over a period of a few years what took 300 years" to evolve?

Associated Press: Following the Katrina Money Is Not Easy
 
WASHINGTON (AP) -- Trying to track who's getting what portion of the billions of dollars in federal Hurricane Katrina aid is enough to give any auditor a headache -- and is a problem that critics say creates alarming gaps in public oversight.
The database of contracts is incomplete. Information released by federal agencies is spotty and sporadic. And disclosure of many no-bid contracts isn't required by law.
''On any given day, the government is spending millions of taxpayer dollars, but we simply have no visibility on these purchases,'' said Christopher Yukins, a contracting law professor at George Washington University. ''They just buy from the same person year after year.''
Under federal election law, a click of a mouse traces every campaign donation. Yet no comprehensive public database exists for federal contracts.
Both Republican and Democratic critics long have bemoaned the dearth of contract information available. Some say it violates the Freedom of Information Act, the federal law giving the public the right to access most information held by agencies. Others say it creates barriers to rooting out cronyism and waste.
That call is intensifying as the Federal Emergency Management Agency pledged last week to rebid millions of dollars of federal contracts that were handed out with little or no competition.
Washington Post: New Orleanians Meet With Bush
Civic Leaders Critical Of Federal Efforts
By Peter Whoriskey, Washington Post Staff Writer
NEW ORLEANS, Oct. 10 -- At a meeting Monday afternoon, the group of civic leaders chosen to lead rebuilding efforts after Hurricane Katrina discussed shortfalls in the federal government's relief program.
Some said the Federal Emergency Management Agency was not acting efficiently enough to provide temporary housing for workers.
Some seemed exasperated that too few federal contracts were being won by local companies.
And some complained that the Army Corps of Engineers is not building the levees to withstand the worst of hurricanes, and that that might be keeping people out of the city, too.
Dallas Morning News: Falling back on feds: A disaster in itself? 
Experts say cities, states should be first responders to crises 
By BRUCE NICHOLS / The Dallas Morning News 

PORT ARTHUR, Texas – The winds from Hurricane Rita had barely begun to wane in this refinery town of 58,000 when critics began their assault on the government's response: A lot more federal aid should have come a lot faster. 

"We had a very poor response initially," said Port Arthur Mayor Oscar Ortiz, blaming Congress and the White House for not giving the Federal Emergency Management Agency adequate resources. "You call on FEMA to be the 911 of America, but yet you don't give them the tools to do it. Well, that's dooming them to failure, and there has to be a change." 

Similar complaints were heard in Mississippi and Louisiana after Katrina. 

But students of disaster response say Mr. Ortiz and others are gravely mistaken if they think FEMA is the nation's 911. And such attitudes are dangerous, they add. 

The agency was never meant to respond the way local police, fire and ambulance services answer 911 calls, many in the emergency management community say, and it shouldn't be FEMA's role. They believe the federal government should intervene only if the scope of the catastrophe is too great for local and state officials to handle. 

Carving out a greater response role for the federal government would lead to an inevitable weakening of state and local responders, who are the first – and only – help available in the vast majority of disasters, said Claire Rubin, a Virginia-based emergency management consultant. 

Jackson (MS) Clarion-Ledger: Debris removal strains budgets 
Coast municipalities hope FEMA refunds arrive promptly

By Jack Mazurak

Harrison County must front millions to pay for debris removal, making it dependent on quick reimbursement from the Federal Emergency Management Agency to help keep its finances out of the red.

Ocean Springs joined a number of muncipalities and counties in signing on with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to handle cleanup but still needs other cleanup money refunded. It had to slash spending and pass a bare-bones budget after losing houses and businesses to Hurricane Katrina.

But if FEMA's record in Florida is any gauge, complete repayments to local governments in Mississippi may be a long way off. 

"They're just slow. For any event that anybody's ever had, it will sometimes be three to four years before you get your final payment," Charlotte County, Fla., Administrator Bruce Loucks said.

New York Times: Northeast Drying Out From Weekend Floods 
By RONALD SMOTHERS
 As floodwaters from the Ramapo River receded yesterday from a section of Oakland, N.J., residents and officials were drying out and pondering nature's indifference to human plans.
Oakland, in north-central New Jersey, was one of a number of areas in the Northeast hit by flooding over the weekend as heavy rains drenched towns from the New York region into New England. 

Nine to 10 inches of rain over the weekend in parts of New Jersey led to the evacuation of some 30 of the 115 residents of Oakland's Pleasureland section. The flooding was both predictable and similar to prior floods, residents and officials said.
For two years, Oakland officials and the Army Corps of Engineers have been working to finish a series of locks on the Pompton Dam that would relieve or eliminate flooding that is partly the result of the dam itself. The project is due to be completed in May.
Washington Post: Cuts in Energy Spending May Prove Elusive
Post-Katrina Efforts Slow GOP Drive
By Jonathan Weisman, Washington Post Staff Writer
Soaring energy prices and a renewed attention to issues of poverty after Hurricane Katrina are hampering Republicans' plans to cut dozens of federal programs that Congress had targeted for elimination before the hurricane struck.
By mid-summer, the House Appropriations Committee had identified 98 federal programs to terminate, at a savings of $4.3 billion. President Bush, pressured by his conservative base, had vowed to pursue such terminations in his 2006 budget proposal. And the rush of spending that followed Katrina has triggered an emphatic drive by small-government conservatives to begin reining in federal spending -- at least enough to cover the cost of hurricane relief.
But it could be much tougher to go after programs targeting high energy costs and flood control when Congress returns next week to complete work on spending plans for fiscal 2006, which began this month.
Richmond Times-Dispatch: Richmond floodwall passing tests
Wall is doing its job well against river flooding, engineers say
BY MEREDITH BONNY AND DAVID RESS, TIMES-DISPATCH STAFF WRITERS
New Orleans' levees couldn't keep that city dry. 

But Richmond's floodwall seems to be in shape for its mission: to keep the James River out of Shockoe Bottom and South Richmond, even if heavy rain and melting snow lift the James to the height of a four-story building.
The wall, a concrete barrier that stretches 4,277 feet along the river's north side and 13,046 feet along the south bank, was rated in good shape, though some routine maintenance could be better, a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers inspection found last year.
And despite what some residents might believe, the floodwall did not fail during the remnants of Tropical Storm Gaston last year, city officials say. The flooding in Shockoe Bottom didn't come from the river -- it came from the sky.
USA Today: Pessimism surrounds falling oil production in Iraq 
By Rick Jervis, USA TODAY
BASRA — Iraq's oil production has fallen below prewar levels to its lowest point in a decade, depriving the country's fledgling government of badly needed income and preventing the United States from achieving one of its main reconstruction goals.
Iraq's oil wells — beset by equipment problems and saboteurs — are producing about 1.9 million barrels a day in net production, lower than the 2.6 million it was producing just before the 2003 U.S.-led invasion, according to the London-based Centre for Global Energy Studies (CGES).
Of the oil produced, about 500,000 barrels are consumed daily by Iraqis, while 1.4 million barrels are exported, CGES says.
Despite the challenges, Iraq has benefited from rising oil prices, which have soared to more than $60 a barrel. Iraq's oil revenue jumped from $5 billion in 2003 — when the price of oil was about half of today's — to $17 billion in 2004, according to the U.S. State Department.
Still, the production trend is troubling. The average daily production last year was 2.07 million barrels, according to CGES. This year through August, Iraq has produced an average of 1.864 million barrels, it said.
