USACE NEWS CLIPS


Los Angeles Times 
March 9, 2006 
Bush Pledges Support in Visit to Gulf Coast;
He calls on Congress to restore $1.5 billion to levee aid and says work will be done by June 1.

Johanna Neuman, Times Staff Writer

NEW ORLEANS - Making his 10th visit to this storm-battered region in the last six months, President Bush promised Wednesday to rebuild and strengthen the breached levees that flooded New Orleans during Hurricane Katrina and chastised Congress for cutting $1.5 billion from Louisiana's recovery funds.

As pile drivers clanged in the background, Bush pledged that the levees would be "equal or better to what they were before Katrina." "We fully understand that if the people don't have confidence in the levee system, they're not going to want to come back," he said. "People aren't going to want to spend money or invest."

Bush urged Congress to make good on the White House's request in December for $3.1 billion to fund New Orleans levee projects. Instead, Congress diverted about half the money to other projects of the Army Corps of Engineers, which is overseeing the levee reconstruction.

New York Times 
March 9, 2006 
Bush Insists on Approval Of Full Aid for Louisiana

By ROBERT PEAR; Sheryl Gay Stolberg contributed reporting from Washington for this article.

President Bush demanded on Wednesday that Congress provide Louisiana with the full $4.2 billion he has requested in housing aid for this storm-battered state, even as the House and Senate began considering whether some of that money should go to other states in the region.

Visiting New Orleans after taking more criticism last week for his handling of Hurricane Katrina, Mr. Bush said he fully understood the ''pain and agony'' of people frustrated with the pace of reconstruction. He urged local officials to speed the removal of debris and said the federal government would rebuild the levees to provide greater protection against floodwaters like those that swamped the city six months ago.

USA TODAY 
March 9, 2006 
Bush: 'We want people to come home';
President tours New Orleans to push Congress on funding

Anne Rochell Konigsmark

NEW ORLEANS -- President Bush visited a devastated section of New Orleans Wednesday, saying he wanted to remind Congress why Louisiana needs almost $6 billion in additional recovery money.

Talking over the pounding sound of levee construction along the Industrial Canal, Bush said Louisiana needs $1.5 billion to improve area levees and $4.2 billion for residents who lost homes.

"We want people to come home," he said, standing in the ruins of the Lower 9th Ward, where virtually no one is living. "The first part of the strategy is to make sure these levees are strong, and we fully understand that if the people don't have confidence in the levee system, they're not going to want to come back."

Washington Post 
March 9, 2006 
Bush: Congress 'Shortchanged' New Orleans;
Touring Gulf Coast, President Calls for Restoration of $1.5 Billion for Levee Repairs

Michael A. Fletcher and Spencer S. Hsu, Washington Post Staff Writers

President Bush, on a Gulf Coast inspection tour that included his first visit to this city's storm-shattered Lower Ninth Ward, bluntly accused Congress on Wednesday of underfunding the repairs and called for speedy action to make good on federal commitments.

The president said Congress has been slow to provide funding to rebuild housing destroyed by Hurricane Katrina and, while pledging to make New Orleans's levees "equal or better than they were before" the storm, attacked a congressional decision last year to redirect $1.5 billion from his request to repair the region's flood-protection system to projects in other storm-affected states.

New Orleans Times-Picayune 
March 9, 2006 
Bush: Give Louisiana the entire $4.2 billion;
PRESIDENT GETS CLOSER LOOK AT N.O. DEVASTATION

By Michelle Krupa, Staff writer

President Bush toured New Orleans' most flood-ravaged neighborhood for the first time Wednesday morning, strolling down a street of rotting homes and using the visit to call on Congress to honor his proposal to earmark an additional $4.2 billion for Louisiana housing recovery.

Standing atop the breached Industrial Canal levee in the Lower 9th Ward, Bush said he is counting on lawmakers to reverse a Tuesday move by leaders of the House Appropriations Committee that would let other states, including Bush's home state of Texas, vie for the cash. The money is part of a $92 billion supplemental spending request Bush proposed last month, including $19.8 billion for Gulf Coast recovery aid.

"Congress needs to make sure that the $4.2 billion that I requested goes to Louisiana," said Bush, who was joined by his wife Laura, Gov. Kathleen Blanco, Mayor Ray Nagin, Gulf Coast recovery coordinator Donald Powell and a bevy of Army Corps of Engineers personnel.

Associated Press 
March 9, 2006 

What the U.S. government knew about the breach of New Orleans' levees and when

By TOM RAUM, Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON - Much of the controversy over the flooding in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina has focused on 10 words: "I don't think anybody anticipated the breach of the levees."

President George W. Bush made the statement in a television interview last Sept. 1, three days after Katrina slammed into the Gulf Coast and inundated much of New Orleans.

Now, the disclosure of videotapes and transcripts of meetings among federal and state disaster-management officials just before and during the storm's Aug. 29 landfall has refreshed the debate over what the government knew about the levees protecting New Orleans and when.

New Orleans Times-Picayune 
March 9, 2006 

Safe-house storm plan shrinks in Jefferson 
Parish can pay for only eight of 17 pump-operator shelters 
By Meghan Gordon and Kate Moran 
Staff writers 
Jefferson Parish officials Wednesday abruptly downsized the centerpiece of their plan to prevent hurricane flooding, after learning that the price to erect "safe houses" for drainage pump operators has more than tripled. 
Instead of immediately building the reinforced one-room structures at 17 pump stations, they said they can afford only eight. In addition, engineers told the Parish Council they cannot finish installing remote-control equipment in the safe houses, to keep storm surge out of drainage canals, until December -- after the 2006 hurricane season. 
Administrators nonetheless said they think the limited crop of safe houses will protect residents from flooding, because the first eight structures will be built near the stations most vulnerable to storm surge. 
Associated Press 
March 9, 2006 
A timeline of what local, state, federal officials said as Katrina approached

WASHINGTON - Here is a chronology of what local, state and federal officials said about danger to the levee system during Katrina's approach last August. The material was drawn from media accounts and reports by the U.S. House and the White House, as well as from documents and videotapes obtained by The Associated Press.

AUG. 25:

U.S. disaster officials participate in a video briefing on the status of the developing storm. "The presentation is becoming more definitive of a strengthening system," reports Richard Pash of the National Hurricane Center, according to a transcript. The focus is on landfall in Florida, according to the transcript.
New Orleans Times-Picayune 
March 9, 2006 
Parish sues feds over trash contracts;
Plaquemines says FEMA overpaying

By Matthew Brown, West Bank bureau

The Plaquemines Parish government has sued the U.S. Homeland Security Department over its refusal to provide FEMA contracts related to debris removal and other services after Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.

Underlying the lawsuit is a claim by parish officials that the Federal Emergency Management Agency is paying far more for debris removal than parish contractors doing the same work. Filed in Eastern District Court in New Orleans, the lawsuit seeks to force federal authorities to respond to a Freedom of Information Act request seeking the contracts that was filed more than five months ago, on Sept. 27.

Debris removal is a mammoth task in the parish, with almost every structure in lower Plaquemines, from Alliance to Venice, destroyed or severely damaged in the storms.

The Government Contractor 
March 8, 2006 

Information and Analysis on Legal Aspects of Procurement 
Corps Of Engineers Reimburses KBR’s Controversial Iraq Fuel-Supply Costs 

The Army Corps of Engineers has confirmed that it reimbursed Halliburton subsidiary Kellogg Brown & Root Services for all but approximately $9 million of $221.9 million in costs previously questioned by the Defense Contract Audit Agency on KBR’s contract to import fuel and restore Iraq’s oil infrastructure. In a written response to questions
posed by The New York Times, which originally reported the decision to reimburse KBR, the Corps of Engineers listed the questioned costs and amounts it paid KBR on 10 task orders issued under the Restore Iraqi Oil (RIO) contract. According
to the Corps of Engineers, circumstances in Iraq justified KBR’s costs, which the DCAA had challenged as unreasonable. 

The RIO cost-plus-award-fee contract provided for reimbursement of KBR’s costs of performance. 

Washington Post 
March 9, 2006 
Metro Briefs: THE DISTRICT

World War I-era ordnance and chemical warfare agents continue to be recovered in the Spring Valley community, with the discovery yesterday of a three-inch mortar round during excavation of a yard on Quebec Street NW. Four houses were evacuated and the neighborhood cordoned off until explosives experts removed the round, which the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers said contained no chemical liquid.

The corps announced last month that two sealed containers found in a lot southwest of American University held small quantities of mustard and mustard breakdown products. Mustard was among the many chemical warfare agents the U.S. Army tested during its work in the area during the war.

Part of the community now constitutes one of the largest federal cleanup sites in the country. 


Government Executive 
March 8, 2006 

DHS official says next FEMA chief needs credentials 
By Daniel Pulliam

The chief of the Homeland Security Department's new Preparedness Directorate said Wednesday that the next director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency should have experience managing emergencies. 
Several months into his job as Homeland Security's undersecretary for preparedness, George Foresman said that based on discussions with the DHS secretary and deputy secretary, and knowledge of the system, he is confident that the person appointed FEMA director "will have the appropriate credentials" to reassure Congress and the public. 
Foresman, confirmed for the job in December 2005 and previously the preparedness and homeland security adviser to the governor of Virginia, told members of the House Homeland Security Subcommittee on Emergency Preparedness, Science and Technology that, while the new FEMA leader needs to have crisis management skills, those abilities could be gained through a wide variety of experience, including work in law enforcement and firefighting. 
Washington Post 
March 8, 2006 
Warning Sounded About Levees;
Federal Engineers Defend Materials, Reconstruction Efforts

Joby Warrick, Washington Post Staff Writer

An expert panel monitoring reconstruction of New Orleans's hurricane-protection system warned federal engineers last month about the presence of weak, sandy soils in a newly rebuilt levee, the panel's leader said yesterday, escalating a dispute over the soundness of the government's rebuilding effort.

Raymond Seed, an engineering professor at the University of California at Berkeley, also disclosed new details about what he described as serious flaws in the Army Corps of Engineers building practices. Seed said the problems were observed in at least three locations along an 11-mile earthen levee near Lake Borgne, east of New Orleans, that was nearly washed away by Hurricane Katrina on Aug. 29.

"A growing chorus of experts are trying to tell you that there may be some significant concerns with regard to the materials" used in rebuilding the levees, Seed said in a letter to Lt. Gen. Carl A. Strock, the Corps' commander. "These same levees eroded catastrophically during Katrina, and were the principal source of the massive flooding" of neighborhoods east of downtown New Orleans.

Los Angeles Times 
March 8, 2006 
Experts Fault Repairs to New Orleans Levees;
The corps' restoration project is using weak sand that will erode in a storm, investigators say.

Ralph Vartabedian, Times Staff Writer

A dispute over the safety of levee repairs in New Orleans intensified Tuesday, when the head of an academic team investigating levee failures during Hurricane Katrina said the repairs being overseen by the Army Corps of Engineers were flawed.

The corps is not paying adequate attention to the technical concerns the team is raising, Raymond B. Seed, a UC Berkeley professor, said in a letter Tuesday to the corps commander.

The issue involves the team's findings that the corps is using weak sand -- which would quickly erode in storms -- to rebuild about 12 miles of damaged levees just outside New Orleans on a shipping channel known as the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet. 
New Orleans Times-Picayune 
March 8, 2006 

Corps ignored crucial levee data 
Reports showed need for higher defenses 
By Bob Marshall and Mark Schleifstein 
Staff writers 
Weather data showing the need to raise the height of levees to defend New Orleans against stronger hurricanes was not incorporated in Army Corps of Engineers designs, even though the agency was informed of the new calculations as early as 1972, government records show. 
The heights of floodwalls and levees now being rebuilt by the corps are based on research for a likely worst-case storm done in 1959. When new weather service research in the 1970s increased the size and intensity of that storm and its projected surges, the corps stuck to its original design specifications when work began in the 1980s, including for structures that failed during Hurricane Katrina. 
Corps headquarters officials in Washington did not respond to requests for comment. New Orleans District engineers now involved in reassessing the area's hurricane protection system said the lack of changes in the past probably can be traced the corps' legal restriction to building only what Congress authorizes. 
Associated Press 
March 8, 2006 
Bush visits hurricane-damaged Gulf Coast for progress report

By DARLENE SUPERVILLE, Associated Press Writer

WACO Texas - Six months after Hurricane Katrina left its mark on the Gulf Coast, President Bush was returning again to the slowly rebuilding region Wednesday for another progress report.

Bush was to be updated on the rebuilding effort and tour part of New Orleans on his 10th trip to the region since the Aug. 29 storm. Afterward, he was flying east to view progress in the Biloxi-Gulfport area of Mississippi, another state hit hard by Katrina.

More than three-fourths of New Orleans was flooded after Katrina tore through, sending water through failed levees that were designed to protect the city from such a fate. Much of New Orleans remains a mess. Demolition of the worst-damaged homes in the hard-hit lower Ninth Ward and Lakeview areas only began this week.

New Orleans Times-Picayune 
March 8, 2006 

Pump remote controls may be interim Jeff fix 
Officials say it will help until gates built 
By Kate Moran 
East Jefferson bureau 
Until federal engineers can install sluice gates to permanently fix the problem, Jefferson Parish officials say they have an interim solution to stop storm surge from Lake Pontchartrain from charging backward through drainage canals, which some east bank residents blame for flooding after Hurricane Katrina. 
Older pump stations are equipped with valves that block storm surge from invading the canals, but the modern stations rely on an air suppression system with a fatal flaw: It must be calibrated by hand, according to a new watchdog group. 
Citizens for a Safer Jefferson is alleging that this sensitive system failed when the parish administration evacuated drainage pump operators before Katrina. 
New York Times (Book Review) 
March 8, 2006 
Visionaries And Rascals In Florida's Wetlands

By WILLIAM GRIMES

The Swamp The Everglades, Florida and the Politics of Paradise
By Michael Grunwald
Illustrated. 450 pages. Simon & Schuster. $27.

For at least a century and a half, the Everglades wrestled with an image problem. Today, looking at its endless acres of swaying sawgrass, Americans see precious wetlands, home to the egret and the orchid. But for earlier generations, the Everglades was simply a swamp, a mosquito-infested wasteland. ''The first and most abiding impression is the utter worthlessness to civilized man, in its present condition, of the entire region,'' wrote Buckingham Smith, a Harvard-educated lawyer and historian sent by the government to study the Everglades in the 1840's.

Drain it, settle it and put it to productive use. That was the mission, pursued zealously by wave after wave of engineers, politicians, real estate sharks, simple farmers and sun chasers from the North and Midwest. Their quest, fueled by ignorance and greed, transformed one the country's great natural wonders into an ecological disaster area, or to adopt the persuasive metaphor proposed by Michael Grunwald in ''The Swamp,'' a desperately sick patient. There is still movement in the limbs, and a faint touch of color in the cheeks. After an almost fatal delay, doctors have arrived on the scene. But the vital signs are weak. The Everglades may not make it.

Government Executive
March 7, 2006 
AFGE Takes Vote Of 'No Confidence' In Defense Leadership 

By Jenny Mandel 

The American Federation of Government Employees, the largest union representing Defense workers, on Tuesday announced that members have adopted a statement of "no confidence" in Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, indicating they have lost trust in his handling of personnel reforms.
Representatives of AFGE's Defense Conference, a coalition of 39 local AFGE branches that represent Defense employees, took the vote last Friday just before the start of the union's annual legislative conference.
John Gage, president of AFGE, said the vote was in response to a recent court decision against labor relations portions of Defense's proposed National Security Personnel System. The next step for the unions, he said, will be to mobilize the membership to write letters to Congress and to Rumsfeld, pressing Defense to drop the contested labor relations portion of its plan and develop new measures in consultation with labor groups.
Mideast Stars and Stripes
March 7, 2006 
Afghan Official: We Need Help For 15 More Years 
Country’s primitive infrastructure slows reconstruction 

By Anita Powell, Stars and Stripes 

KHOWST PROVINCE, Afghanistan — A rash of new American-funded projects has brought new life to Afghanistan’s southern Khowst province, but military officials say the larger challenge is getting Afghans to take the lead in rebuilding their own country.
Since October, U.S. Army civil affairs units have started 27 projects in Khowst province — mostly roads, bridges and mosque repairs — totaling $2.5 million. Local students attend school in tents instead of outdoors, village crops are protected by flood walls, and dilapidated mosques have been given new life.
But that progress, more than four years after the American invasion of Afghanistan, is incremental and mostly funded by American Army funds and donations from corporations. And, American and local officials say, it will be years — even decades — before the Afghan government will be able to foot any part of the bill.
Associated Press 
March 7, 2006 
White House defends quality of New Orleans levee construction

By NEDRA PICKLER, Associated Press Writer

The White House on Monday defended the quality of materials being used to rebuild the levees around New Orleans, as President Bush got assurances from the Army Corps of Engineers that it was on track to restore the system by the start of hurricane season.

Lt. Gen. Carl Strock, head of the Army Corps, told Bush in a private briefing that 100 miles of the 169 miles of levees damaged by the Aug. 29 hurricane have been restored. He repeated the briefing later for reporters at the White House.

Strock took issue with findings from two teams of independent experts who said the Corps was taking shortcuts and using substandard materials, leaving large sections of the system substantially weaker than before the hurricane.

"We are using the right kind of materials," Strock said. "There is no question about that."

Associated Press 
March 7, 2006 
Louisiana delegation studies flood control systems in the Netherlands

By BRETT MARTEL, Associated Press Writer

The beleaguered engineers trying to shore up the city's flood protection say they learned a major lesson during a tour of Dutch levees and floodgates: It's unfair to compare projects here to those in the Netherlands, where the government has spent billions of dollars on flood control.

"If we get funded to the level (Dutch engineers) get funded and have the national backing they have, we're going to do some fantastic things," said Al Naomi, a senior project manager with the Army Corps of Engineers. "There's nothing magical about what they do."

Teams of engineers and politicians have visited the Netherlands in hopes of learning how the Dutch created flood defenses strong enough to withstand a storm as large as or larger than Hurricane Katrina, which overwhelmed New Orleans' flood-control system.

Associated Press 
March 7, 2006 
Engineers to begin tests on model of canal flooded by Katrina

VICKSBURG Miss. - Federal engineers in Vicksburg have begun tests to determine exactly what caused the levees to fail in New Orleans during Hurricane Katrina.

Engineers on Sunday gathered to watch a centrifuge spin a tiny model of the 17th Street Canal.

Wayne Stroup, a spokesman for the Engineering Research and Development Center's Coastal and Hydraulics Laboratory, said more tests may be conducted later this week on a 14,000-square-foot model about a third the size of a football field.

The model of wood, dirt and water will be used to verify results from four computer models, each looking at different forces of waves and currents, Stroup said. If the numerical and physical models match up, it will validate computer models of the other canals where levees broke, he said.

New York Times 
March 7, 2006 
Demolition of Homes Begins In Sections of New Orleans

By ADAM NOSSITER

Shortly after noon Monday, in the ruined moonscape of the Lower Ninth Ward, a track excavator's giant teeth bit into the top of a broken, displaced house, and the process of clearing this city's most devastated area finally began.

It was a moment of fearful anticipation for New Orleans, the first demolitions of flooded homes in the six months since Hurricane Katrina. Three were razed on Monday after a process that was long delayed by legal challenges, physical obstacles and the difficulty in getting money to search for bodies that almost certainly still molder in some of the houses.

Army Corps of Engineers officials estimate some 12.5 million cubic yards of debris from demolished houses will have been removed in Orleans Parish alone when the process ends, roughly a year from now, representing perhaps as many as 25,000 houses. About 120 houses, nearly all in the Lower Ninth Ward, are set for immediate demolition.

New Orleans Times-Picayune 
March 7, 2006 

Bush to tout aid request in N.O. 
It will be his 10th trip to town since Katrina 
By Bill Walsh 
Washington bureau 
WASHINGTON -- President Bush is scheduled to visit New Orleans and Mississippi on Wednesday to talk about his recent $19.8 billion request to Congress for recovery aid to the hurricane-devastated Gulf Coast. 
The visit will be the president's 10th to New Orleans in the six months since Hurricane Katrina damaged hundreds of thousands of homes and businesses. 
Louisiana leaders see Bush's spending plan as critical to the state's economic recovery. 
It includes $4.2 billion in disaster-mitigation grants that the state hopes to use to elevate, repair and buy out flood-damaged homes throughout the New Orleans area. The request also includes money for armoring levees, adding new pumping stations near Lake Pontchartrain and closing off canals that failed and flooded much of the city during Katrina. 
New Orleans Times-Picayune 
March 7, 2006 

Harvey Canal floodgates are expected by August 
But local officials fear final stages will be delayed 
By Meghan Gordon, West Bank bureau 
Three weeks into a five-month closure of the Harvey Canal that is designed to accelerate construction of giant floodgates, Army Corps of Engineers officials said the storm-surge barrier would be in place by August. 
Although they remain optimistic about that project, West Jefferson Levee Board officials said they recently have become "disgusted" about a delay in a subsequent piece of West Bank storm protection, the final sections of floodwalls along the vulnerable canal. 
The $65 million sector gates are considered crucial to the West Bank's hurricane protection, because they would stop a tidal surge from sweeping up from Lake Cataouatche and Barataria Bay and deluging West Jefferson and Algiers. 
Associated Press 
March 7, 2006 

Life on Mississippi turned upside down
After Katrina, river pilots negotiate a new reality on way to New Orleans 

AT THE MOUTH OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER - Down where this great American river meets the Gulf of Mexico, river pilots negotiate a new reality as they steer oceangoing oil tankers, cruise ships and gigantic cargo carriers toward the warehouses, docks and rail yards of New Orleans.
Their world was turned upside down by Hurricane Katrina. With the roads down the river out of service, they had to hire helicopters to get to their posts in the days after the storm. With their pilot stations heavily damaged, members of this fraternity — many related by blood — have lived like sardines on barges.
And their working life on the Mississippi River is a lot less predictable and a lot more reminiscent of Mark Twain's daredevil tales — ever since Katrina knocked out navigational lights, jetties and other manmade structures like wing dams and rock jetties that tame the river and steer currents. And the channel bottom was clogged with mud and silt brought in by Katrina's storm surge.
USA Today 
March 6, 2006 

Iraq reconstruction plan draws criticism following delays 
By Steven Komarow, USA TODAY 

A key program for helping Iraq's new government succeed and thus speed withdrawal of U.S. troops is still mostly dormant nearly four months after it was announced by Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice.
The plan calls for sending teams of experts to help the fledgling governments in Iraq's 18 provinces establish democratic institutions, improve security and manage reconstruction. 
That combination of military, State Department and other government personnel is critical to Iraq's future, Rice said during a November visit to Iraq. 
However, after the first three of 16 teams were created in conjunction with her visit in Mosul, Kirkuk and Hillah, no more have been launched. Tom Casey, a State Department spokesman, said time was needed to work out security procedures and other needs, and more teams will be launched this year.
Minnesota Public Radio 
March 7, 2006 

Locks and dams project moves ahead, hesitantly

by Sea Stachura, Minnesota Public Radio

Rochester, Minn. — The Army Corps of Engineers wants $2.3 billion to build new locks, restore ecological habitat and repair old locks.
But a report prepared by Assistant Secretary for the Army John Paul Woodley Jr. says the Corps has not justified the expense. Woodley is the top civilian in charge of the Army Corps of Engineers. He is also an appointee of President Bush.
He says the cost benefit analysis for the Upper Mississippi project is "uncertain" and "inconsistent." 

"Our basic concern is that not that it's not an economically justified project necessarily," Woodley says. "But that we don't have the tools that we usually like to see and rely upon to make judgements on the likelihood of economic justification."

Government Executive 
March 6, 2006 

Panel backs military pay-for-performance 
By Karen Rutzick

Military service members may join their civilian counterparts in the Defense Department in a move to pay for performance. 
The Defense Advisory Committee on Military Compensation, appointed by Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld in March 2005, released preliminary suggestions last week, which included an increased focus on performance. 
As it stands now, soldiers are paid according to their grade and time served. Some are promoted ahead of schedule into the next grade because of good performance. But when their peers inevitably are bumped into the higher grade as a result of longevity, they earn the same salary. 
The committee's recommendation is to begin paying soldiers based on the time they have spent in a specific grade, instead of overall time in the service. That way, a soldier promoted early into a higher grade will earn more than the people he left behind, even once they are bumped into the grade automatically. 
Government Executive 
March 6, 2006 

Ex-FEMA director: Restore agency's independence 
By Chris Strohm

Congress' top priority in dealing with the nation's emergency response system should be to move the Federal Emergency Management Agency out of the Homeland Security Department and give it back control of its own budget and staff, former FEMA Director Michael Brown said in an interview Monday with National Journal Group reporters and editors. 
Brown, who resigned in September amid mounting criticism over how the federal government handled the response to Hurricane Katrina, said he fears FEMA is being dismantled within Homeland Security and will not be ready for the next major disaster, especially with a new hurricane season coming June 1. 
"I sincerely, from the bottom of my heart, believe that we are worse off," he said. "And I believe that from what people inside FEMA are telling me." 
Washington Post 
March 6, 2006 

Levee Fixes Falling Short, Experts Warn
Corps Rejects Claim Of Substandard Soil 

By Joby Warrick, Washington Post Staff Writer

NEW ORLEANS -- The Army Corps of Engineers seems likely to fulfill a promise by President Bush to rebuild New Orleans's toppled flood walls to their original, pre-Katrina height by June 1, but two teams of independent experts monitoring the $1.6 billion reconstruction project say large sections of the rebuilt levee system will be substantially weaker than before the hurricane hit.
These experts say the Corps, racing to rebuild 169 miles of levees destroyed or damaged by Katrina, is taking shortcuts to compress what is usually a years-long construction process into a few weeks. They say that weak, substandard materials are being used in some levee walls, citing lab tests as evidence. And they say the Corps is deferring repairs to flood walls that survived Katrina but suffered structural damage that could cause them to topple in a future storm.
Los Angeles Times 
March 5, 2006 

Debris and Despair Plague Backwater Bayou 
Frustrated residents blame federal agencies for a slow pace restoring lives and livelihoods. 

By David Zucchino, Times Staff Writer

PORT SULPHUR, La. — Dwayne Palmisano is losing patience with the U.S. Coast Guard, which can't tell him when a crane will arrive to yank his 42-foot shrimp boat from the muck where Hurricane Katrina dumped it in August.

Mitch Jurisich, a beefy oysterman, is piqued at the Army Corps of Engineers, which shut down a local floodgate for repairs, cutting him off from his oyster beds after he spent $100,000 to replace his ruined dock operation.

And Benny Rousselle, the peripatetic Plaquemines Parish president, is fed up with the Federal Emergency Management Agency, which won't give residents mobile homes and has delivered only a fraction of the smaller travel trailers the parish has requested.

These are days of angst and frustration in this mosquito-infested ribbon of bayou that stretches for 100 miles south of New Orleans. Katrina flattened the lower half of the remote parish, obliterating a string of towns and leaving 16,000 homeless — half the parish population.

Los Angeles Times 
March 5, 2006 

Slowly, the Rebirth of City Park Has Begun 
Live oaks are abloom, events are underway, but the comeback, although heartening to residents, moves in baby steps. 

By Sam Quinones, Times Staff Writer

NEW ORLEANS — The hundreds of live oak trees of landmark City Park have stood barren for months, covered in a monochrome brown muck. But like this city and the park, its graceful oaks showed new signs of life on this breezy, sun-splashed weekend — sprouting leaves for the first time since the flood.

Before Hurricane Katrina, the 1,300-acre park, a centerpiece of the city formed in 1854, held the world's largest collection of mature live oaks, some of them well over 500 years old.

The hurricane winds stripped the trees, which then bathed for weeks in up to 10 feet of toxic saltwater.

New Orleans Times-Picayune 
March 5, 2006 

One last look for bodies planned 
120 Lower 9th homes are set for demolition 
By Gwen Filosa, Staff writer 
Before demolition crews enter the Lower 9th Ward on Monday, to finally begin hauling away the warped skeletons of former homes, they'll send in teams to search, just one last time, for the remains of lives lost in the flood. 
[image: image1]
Although trained dogs and search teams have already combed the splintered wreckage intensively, an Army Corps of Engineers official said Saturday that some 400 people remain missing and presumed dead in Orleans Parish, many from its hardest-hit neighborhood. 
"If remains are found, we will shut down, call the coroner and cordon off the area," said John Fogarty, the corps official supervising the citywide debris removal. 
Time Magazine
March 6, 2006

The Big Blank Canvas;
Everyone has big dreams for New Orleans. Now that more money is promised, will any of them become reality?

Richard Lacayo; Cathy Booth Thomas / New Orleans; Theo Emery; Russell McCulley / New Orleans; Amy; Lennard Goehner / New York

They still love to party in New Orleans. It's just that lately the laughs come kind of hard. The Mardi Gras season that wraps up this week will have consisted of just eight days of parades and whatever gamy fun goes with them. In most years, it goes on for 12. Marching bands have been in short supply, their members still scattered to Houston and Atlanta. The crowds along the parade routes have been sparser too. On the bright side, that has made it easier to score the strands of colored beads flung by people on parade floats. Hustle, and you could grab 50 or so in just a few hours. Making the most of misfortune--that's a very New Orleans thing to do.

New Orleans Times-Picayune 
March 6, 2006 

St. Bernard levees on schedule 
Seawalls flattened by Katrina surge 
By Karen Turni Bazile, St. Bernard/Plaquemines bureau 
The Army Corps of Engineers is on schedule to finish nearly $58 million in repairs to St. Bernard Parish's levees by June, including reconstruction of 6.2-mile and 5.6-mile sections of levee along the Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet that were flattened by Hurricane Katrina's storm surge. 

St. Bernard suffered massive levee damage during the Aug. 29 storm, with overtopped and scoured earthen structures leaving residential areas open to a Gulf surge of as much as 25 feet. 
Two projects related to levee foundations and the digging of a borrow pit are complete, and most levee repairs are nearly half done, said Kevin Wagner, St. Bernard project manager for Task Force Guardian, the corps' effort to bring all New Orleans-area levees back to pre-Katrina strength by the start of hurricane season June 1. 
"We are still committed to getting the Gulf Outlet levee up to 17 ½ feet," Wagner said Saturday. "The thing that is going to benefit is if we keep having good weather like we are having today." 
Associated Press 
March 4, 2006 

Mississippi Study Looks at Why Levees Flooded 
VICKSBURG, Miss. (AP) -- Computer models only go so far. So engineers will soon be making waves in a 4-foot-wide model of the canal between New Orleans and neighboring Jefferson Parish.
They want to learn what part waves played in breaching a floodwall on the 17th Street Canal, where Hurricane Katrina's storm surge pushed water from Lake Pontchartrain -- and where water poured into the city after the storm hit on Aug. 29.
The model of wood, dirt and water will be used to verify results from four computer models, each looking at different forces of waves and currents, said Wayne Stroup, a spokesman for the U.S. Army Engineer Research and Development Center's Coastal and Hydraulics Laboratory.
If the numerical and physical models match up, it will validate computer models of the other canals where levees broke, he said.
Bloomberg.com 
March 6, 2006 

New Orleans Offers $8 Bln of Aid for Rebuilding, Gets No Takers 
March 6 (Bloomberg) -- Almost $8 billion in tax-exempt financing awaits companies willing to invest in New Orleans, devastated by floodwaters when Hurricane Katrina hit six months ago. As of March 1, only one company had applied. 
``A lot of people, unfortunately, believe it's a grant program, and when they find out it's not, that ends their interest,'' said Whitman Kling, director of the state agency overseeing the bond program. 
The federal Gulf Opportunity Zone Act, signed into law Dec. 21, authorized the Go Zone bonds to help businesses recover and invest in Louisiana. The bonds offer access to credit at lower rates than regular corporate debt. 
That hasn't been enough. Companies want assurances that new levees will protect their investments and that new federal maps won't put them in the middle of flood plains. None has gotten what it wants. 
Mobile Register 
March 5, 2006 

Waterway funding in a drought 
Critics say Corps of Engineers should begin downsizing system 
By SEAN REILLY, Washington Bureau 
WASHINGTON -- Five years ago, a newly inaugurated President Bush bumped into some age-old political realities when he tried to slash spending for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
On Capitol Hill, where the sprawling public works agency has long been a congressional pet, then-U.S. Rep. Sonny Callahan, R-Mobile, set the tone by dismissing the proposal as a "charade." In the end, lawmakers kept almost every dime that the White House wanted cut. 
But Bush has kept up the pressure -- forcing hard questions about whether the corps can and should still fulfill a primary mission: keeping every leg of the nation's far-flung waterway network open for commercial shipping. 
The impact, already being felt in Alabama, is crystallized in a single, unsexy number: the amount of money dedicated to operations and maintenance, or O&M. 
Sacramento Bee 
March 4, 2006 

Corps vows to end backlogs 
Red tape at Sacramento office delays permits for new construction 

By David Whitney -- Bee Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON - With condos, apartments and houses going up across the Sacramento area, it's hard to believe that there's a problem with getting such projects approved. 
But bureaucratic delays by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers rate as the region's chief obstacle to development, according to the Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce. 
A year's worth of complaints directed at the corps' top brass, change may be coming. 
The Sacramento office - the second-busiest in the United States - is getting money to hire additional staff. The corps also is working to streamline processes so development applications don't linger. 
Last month, Rep. Dan Lungren, R-Gold River, convened a Washington summit with corps officials, developers and civic leaders from the Sacramento area that was widely recognized as the event that catapulted Sacramento's problems into a Washington issue. 
Time Magazine (Cover Story) 
March 5, 2006 

The Untold Saga of Early Man in America 

Who Were The First Americans? 
They may have been a lot like Kennewick Man, whose hotly disputed bones are helping rewrite our earliest history. An exclusive inside look
By MICHAEL D. LEMONICK, ANDREA DORFMAN 
It was clear from the moment Jim Chatters first saw the partial skeleton that no crime had been committed--none recent enough to be prosecutable, anyway. Chatters, a forensic anthropologist, had been called in by the coroner of Benton County, Wash., to consult on some bones found by two college students on the banks of the Columbia River, near the town of Kennewick. The bones were obviously old, and when the coroner asked for an opinion, Chatters' off-the-cuff guess, based on the skull's superficially Caucasoid features, was that they probably belonged to a settler from the late 1800s. • Then a CT scan revealed a stone spear point embedded in the skeleton's pelvis, so Chatters sent a bit of finger bone off to the University of California at Riverside for radiocarbon dating. When the results came back, it was clear that his estimate was dramatically off the mark. The bones weren't 100 or even 1,000 years old. They belonged to a man who had walked the banks of the Columbia more than 9,000 years ago.
U.S. News & World Report 
March 4, 2006 

Trouble in the Swamplands 

By Bret Schulte 

As a reporter covering the environment for the Washington Post, Michael Grunwald spent a year slogging through the Florida Everglades while also wading into the region's rich natural and political history. His goal: to understand and document the unprecedented $8 billion effort to restore the dying 3 million-acre ecosystem, which once blanketed the peninsula south of Lake Okeechobee. What he found was a man vs. nature tale that predates the arrival of Europeans. Today, half the Everglades is gone, thanks to a massive mid-20th-century flood-control and drainage project by the Army Corps of Engineers and a booming agricultural economy, which together with other changes brought 7 million residents to south Florida. As the state's restoration project continues--and Louisiana struggles with its own plans to restore wetlands--Grunwald's new book, The Swamp: The Everglades, Florida, and the Politics of Paradise, offers plenty of cautionary lessons about government efforts to fool with Mother Nature.
Grunwald spoke to U.S. News last week. Excerpts: 


New York Times 
March 3, 2006 
Debating a Shipping Shortcut That Turned Against New Orleans

By JOHN SCHWARTZ

NEW ORLEANS - It has been a long road back for New Orleans Cold Storage. After Hurricane Katrina, with no power for its freezers, 32 million pounds of chicken rotted in the waterside warehouse of the shipping company, and the reek was detectable from a mile away.

The company put itself back together, but its 135 jobs are suddenly facing a more serious threat. New Orleans Cold Storage, like other nearby businesses, owes its livelihood to the Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet, the reviled navigational shortcut between the Mississippi River and the Gulf of Mexico that many faulted for much of the city's devastation.

The canal, referred to locally as Mr. Go, is widely considered an environmental disaster. Residents and officials here say they want it shut down or at least bottled up. If the channel is closed, thousands of jobs could be lost unless the government spends $400 million to move the nine major businesses that currently depend on the channel directly to the banks of the Mississippi.

The Advocate (Baton Rouge) 
March 3, 2006 

Researchers look at role of waves 

By AMY WOLD
Advocate staff writer 
VICKSBURG, Miss. — In a warehouse at the U.S. Army Engineer Research and Development Center, a scale model of the 17th Street Canal in New Orleans shows signs of fresh paint.

So far, there are no homes, no cars, no upturned trees or damaged boats. But in about a week, some of that will be in place — and engineers will turn the water on.

Workers at the center’s Coastal and Hydraulics Laboratory hope the model, built in the past six weeks, will answer a few questions.
Researchers want to pin down the role wave action from Hurricane Katrina’s storm surge played in creating a devastating breach in the 17th Street Canal’s floodwall that allowed water to pour into the city.

The Advocate (Baton Rouge) 
March 3, 2006 

Ecosystems, soil present challenges for levees 

By AMY WOLD
Advocate staff writer

VICKSBURG — There is no shortage of challenges to building hurricane protection in coastal Louisiana.

Soils are so soft that it’s hard to get the land to support massive levees. The landscape itself continues to sink through natural and man-made processes. A fragile ecosystem of coastal marsh will be affected by whatever is built.

On Thursday, federal, state and private engineers met in Vicksburg to discuss such concerns during a workshop sponsored by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

Congress has mandated that the corps come up with plans for a comprehensive system to protect against a Category 5 storm. The workshop is part of the corps’ effort.

The plan will include the entire Louisiana coast. A first report is to be issued to Congress in June, with a final plan due in December 2007.

PortAl Iraq 
March 3, 2006 

Thirty-two Diwaniyah Province police stations completed 

The newly constructed Hay Ramadan Police Station has been officially opened in Diwaniyah. Approximately one-hundred police officers and guests attended the ceremony.
Construction started on the $141,000 multi-room police station in early November and was completed in the end of February. The station has offices, sleeping rooms for officers, visitation rooms, jails, bathrooms, a parking area, perimeter wall, guard tower and emergency generators.

Washington Post
March 3, 2006

Army Revises Civilian Force 
Branch Is Opting for Flexibility in Senior Executive Service 

By Josh White, Washington Post Staff Writer 

The Army's senior civilian executives should soon see a significant change in the way their careers are managed, as the service looks to develop flexible, highly skilled managers who can be plugged into almost any leadership position.
Army Secretary Francis J. Harvey hopes to transform the service's Senior Executive Service (SES) program from one that appeared to encourage civilians to spend their careers in the same job or within the same office, into a program that breeds well-rounded leaders who could easily shift on the fly. His vision is to mirror the leadership development that exists in much of the corporate world, allowing Army leaders to pull their most promising or skilled civilians into the jobs where they are most needed.
New York Times 
March 1, 2006 

Unaware as Levees Fell, Officials Expressed Relief 
By Scott Shane and David D. Kirkpatrick 
WASHINGTON, March 1 — A newly released transcript of a government videoconference shows that hours after Hurricane Katrina made landfall, federal and state officials did not know that the levees in New Orleans were failing and were cautiously congratulating one another on the government response.
In the videoconference held at noon on Monday, Aug. 29, Michael D. Brown, director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, reported that he had spoken with President Bush twice in the morning and that the president was asking about reports that the levees had been breached.
But asked about the levees by Joe Hagin, the White House deputy chief of staff, Gov. Kathleen Babineaux Blanco of Louisiana said, "We have not breached the levee at this point in time." She said "that could change" and noted that the floodwaters in some areas in and around New Orleans were 8 to 10 feet deep. Later that night, FEMA notified the White House that the levees had been breached. 
Associated Press 
March 1, 2006 

Video shows Bush got explicit Katrina warning
President, Chertoff were clearly told of storm’s dangers numerous times 

WASHINGTON - In dramatic and sometimes agonizing terms, federal disaster officials warned President Bush and his homeland security chief before Hurricane Katrina struck that the storm could breach levees, put lives at risk in New Orleans’ Superdome and overwhelm rescuers, according to confidential video footage.
Bush didn’t ask a single question during the final briefing before Katrina struck on Aug. 29, but he assured soon-to-be-battered state officials: “We are fully prepared.”
The footage — along with seven days of transcripts of briefings obtained by The Associated Press — show in excruciating detail that while federal officials anticipated the tragedy that unfolded in New Orleans and elsewhere along the Gulf Coast, they were fatally slow to realize they had not mustered enough resources to deal with the unprecedented disaster.
New York Post Commentary
March 2, 2006 

Bringing Power To The People 
By Ralph Peters 
One of the most persistent myths about Iraq is that our efforts to improve the electrical system failed. That's just plain wrong. The country's in far better shape than it was under Saddam.
But freedom always has a cost: In this case, the demand for power soared after Saddam fell — and crashed the grid. It's been a long, hard fight to get it back up.
Iraq never had an adequate power grid. Under the Ba'athist regime, Baghdad might have enjoyed power 18 or 20 hours a day, but other cities got three or four. One of the first things we did was to distribute power more equitably. Baghdad gets less, so its residents complain — but if you're in almost any other Iraqi city, you're far better off today than you were three years ago.
In the wake of the war, we faced two immediate problems: 


New York Times Commentary
March 2, 2006 
Save Iraq One Switch At A Time 

By Glenn Zorpette 

Last fall I was allowed to sit in on a high-level meeting at Iraq's Electricity Ministry in Baghdad. The minister, Muhsin Shlash, arrived 20 minutes late. Around a big table, several small groups of officials — from the ministry, the American State and Defense Departments, and the British Foreign Office — sat in separate cliques, and gave essentially separate reports. Toward the end of the meeting, Mr. Shlash's deputy fulminated at the Westerners, accusing them of keeping ministry officials out of the loop: "Always we are getting this news, this is cancelled, there is no budget for this, the plan is changed."
Thus, it was hardly surprising to me when the United States special inspector general for Iraq reconstruction told Congress how dismally efforts to repair the country's electrical grid are going. Iraq is now producing only about 4,000 megawatts of electricity, as opposed to 4,500 before the war, despite huge increases in demand because of the widespread availability of household appliances since the Baathist regime fell. Baghdad, which had consistent power under Saddam Hussein, now gets only about four to six hours of electricity a day. (Other areas of the country that were slighted under the dictatorship have seen improvements in service.)
Associated Press 
March 2, 2006 

Corps calls off March release of water on Missouri River 

The Army Corps of Engineers announced Wednesday that it will not conduct a spring rise this month on the Missouri River, after deciding the amount of water in its system of reservoirs is too low.
The corps had planned for man-made releases in March and May to encourage spawning by an endangered fish, the pallid sturgeon. However, the corps said reservoirs along the river contained 36.3 million acre feet of water Wednesday morning, 200,000 acre feet below the minimum set by the corps.
The March rise would have been the first release of water under the corps' plan for a spring rise. That plan is the result of more than a decade of legal wrangling among diverse interests along the river, including environmental groups, farmers, recreational groups and the barge industry.
Pensacola (Florida) News Journal 
March 2, 2006 

Katrina elevates beach erosion worries

Larry Wheeler
News Journal Washington bureau

WASHINGTON -- Katrina-phobia has elevated the discussion about development of the hurricane-vulnerable Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic coasts to new levels, beach community leaders learned Wednesday.

Typically, the annual summit sponsored by the American Shore and Beach Preservation Association is a somewhat sleepy affair dominated by discussions of how to squeeze extra money from the federal budget so the Army Corps of Engineers can put more sand on eroding beaches.

Hurricane Katrina changed all that.

"Katrina fear could lead people to think there is nothing we can do or we should do everything," said Howard Marlowe, president of Marlowe & Company, the city's top beach lobbying firm.

Sacramento Bee 
March 1, 2006 

Bigger levee bond urged 
Failing to get U.S. pledge of help, governor wants voters to approve the full $6 billion. 

By David Whitney and Amy Chance -- Bee Staff Writers

WASHINGTON - Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, after lobbying the White House without immediate success Tuesday for help in fixing Central California levees, proposed asking voters to approve $6 billion for repairs rather than wait for federal help. 
Schwarzenegger originally had proposed a state bond package that included raising $2.5 billion for flood control over 10 years. That plan would have relied on another $3 billion from the federal government and $500 million from local governments. In a letter late Tuesday to Assembly Speaker Fabian Núñez, he proposed that the state front the full $6 billion cost. 
Associated Press 
March 2, 2006 

Corps giving `take land' back to state 

YANKTON, S.D. - The public could soon have more access to thousands of acres of land adjacent to the Missouri River. 

The Corps of Engineers is giving much of its "take" land to the state of South Dakota. The property was purchased by the federal government as the Missouri River reservoirs were developed in the 1940s and 1950s.
Much of the property has seen little development. 

PortAl Iraq 
March 1, 2006 

Iraqi provinces progress with reconstruction project selections 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Gulf Region South District (GRSD) is helping Iraqi provinces with the use of a new democratic process to obtain Iraq Relief and Reconstruction Funded (IRRF) projects.
Last year, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice announced that each of Iraq's 18 provinces would receive up to $10 million to spend on projects if their provincial councils would work together to select and prioritize a list of projects for construction. The business process established for selecting projects and preparing those projects for funding approval brought together Iraqi leaders of the Provincial Reconstruction Development Council (PRDC), the U.S. State Department, and Iraqi Reconstruction Management Organization (IRMO).

Eight of the nine councils in the southern provinces have worked with the Provincial Reconstruction Team. This process involves the Corps project managers attending bi-monthly provincial Sector Coordination Team meetings to identify projects by working with the PRDC teams, reconstruction engineers and provincial director generals for electricity, water, transportation, security, justice, health, education and buildings.

Christian Science Monitor 
March 1, 2006 

For engineers, as the railways go, so goes Iraq

Charles Levinson Correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor

BAGHDAD - It's a little past 9 a.m. on a Tuesday, the height of the morning commute. But the platform at Baghdad's central rail station, which a few years back would have been bustling with activity, is abandoned.

Iraq's storied railways are a worthy barometer of progress in postwar Iraq. Much as the rings of a centuries old redwood reveal clues to a forest's past, Iraq's railroads offer traces of the forces and tumult that have wracked this region for much of the past century.

"This is among the great old companies of Iraq," says Salam Salom, the traffic and operations manager for the Iraqi Republic Railways Co. "Just as Iraq has risen, fallen, risen, and fallen again, so have the railroads. And like Iraq, they'll rise again."

Associated Press 
March 1, 2006 
Schwarzenegger meets Feinstein, Boxer, others on levee funding

By ERICA WERNER, Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON - Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger pressed lawmakers and the White House Tuesday for emergency help for Sacramento's river and delta levees. Sens. Dianne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer pledged to try to get money for the levees in an upcoming spending bill for Iraq and Hurricane Katrina.

California's senators want $23.5 million to complete high-priority flood-control projects identified by the Army Corps of Engineers. They sent a letter to the chairman and top Democrat on the Senate Appropriations Committee asking that the money be added to a multibillion-dollar spending package for Iraq, Afghanistan and hurricane relief that Congress will take up in coming weeks.

Feinstein also said she would try to get levee money in the 2007 federal budget. President Bush's 2007 budget proposal included $65 million for flood control projects in Sacramento, but left out $6 million the state wanted for delta levee projects.
Associated Press 
February 28, 2006 

Congressional panel hears farmers worries about crop insurance 

KELLY WIESE 
Associated Press 
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. - Missouri farmers shared their frustration Tuesday with a federal policy that apparently won't cover losses if crops are flooded by water released from upstream reservoirs on the Missouri River.
The Army Corps of Engineers last year announced plans for two spring pulses on the Missouri River - one in March and one in May - to encourage spawning by an endangered fish, the pallid sturgeon.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture's Risk Management Agency said in December that any flooding caused by the spring rise would not be covered under federal crop insurance policies because it is a man-made, not natural, event.
Government Executive 
February 28, 2006 

Pentagon likely to appeal ruling blocking labor relations reforms 
By Karen Rutzick

The top official involved in creating a new personnel system for the Pentagon said Tuesday that the department is prepared to appeal a ruling blocking the labor relations portion of the reforms. 
Deputy Secretary of Defense Gordon England said he was not surprised by Judge Emmet Sullivan's Monday decision that the National Security Personnel System's labor relations plan "fails to ensure even minimal collective bargaining rights." 
"We actually expected, anticipated the ruling yesterday," England said. "As a matter of fact, we had worked out a process so we would quickly get to the appeals court . . . I expect we will go to the appeals level." 
England was confident about the department's chances of a successful challenge. 
Washington Post
March 1, 2006

Efforts To Change Personnel Rules Move Slowly 

By Stephen Barr 

About 1,400 federal personnel experts are in Baltimore this week, debating how to reshape the government's workforce for the next century. There is give-and-take on how best to develop leaders, recruit the best and brightest, and provide higher pay to top performers.
But the Bush administration's decision to aggressively curb union rights and revamp how employees appeal disciplinary actions at two large departments -- Defense and Homeland Security -- has created something of a muddle for civil service reformers.
Unions have filed suits to stop changes to labor rules and have won the first rounds in federal courts. The departments have modified, and delayed, their rollouts of new personnel systems, and the litigation appears to be complicating the administration's efforts to reassure employees who are anxious about what the new systems will mean for them.
Associated Press 
February 28, 2006 
Army to Pay Questioned Halliburton Costs

WASHINGTON - The Army has decided to reimburse a Halliburton subsidiary all but $9 million of $222 million in costs that Pentagon auditors questioned for oil industry work in Iraq, Army officials said Monday.

At issue is a $2.4 billion contract awarded to Halliburton subsidiary Kellogg Brown & Root to deliver fuel to Iraqis and repair oil industry equipment. The 2003 contract has come under criticism because it was awarded without competitive bidding and because of the company's links to Vice President Dick Cheney, once its chief executive officer.

The Army did a "lengthy, detailed" review of the $221.9 million in challenged costs and resolved the questions, said Rhonda James, a spokeswoman for the Army Corps of Engineers in Dallas, where the contract is administered.

James said that on some contested costs, Halliburton provided additional documents that erased auditors' questions. The Army refused to reimburse some of the costs, and Halliburton reduced others, she said.

Houston Chronicle 
February 28, 2006 

Being timely was key to Halliburton bonuses
Army rejected most objections about Iraq bills 

By DAVID IVANOVICH

WASHINGTON - Houston's Halliburton Co. earned nearly $100 million from its controversial no-bid contract to repair Iraq's oilfields and import fuel into that violence-torn country, Pentagon records show.
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers — overruling the bulk of auditors' objections about the bills submitted by Halliburton's KBR subsidiary — awarded the company nearly $57 million in bonuses for those assignments.
Those bonuses more than doubled the profits the company was guaranteed under the cost-plus contract, Corps of Engineers figures show.
Defense Department contracts frequently include provisions offering bonuses based on a later performance review. 


Reuters 
February 27, 2006 

US Army pays Halliburton despite audit concerns 

By Will Dunham 
WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The U.S. Army said on Monday it has reimbursed a subsidiary of Halliburton Co., the oil services giant formerly run by Vice President Dick Cheney, the vast majority of costs disputed by government auditors on a on a no-bid contract in Iraq. 
The Army Corps of Engineers said the Army decided to reimburse Halliburton engineering and construction unit Kellogg Brown & Root all but about $9 million of $221.9 million in costs that Pentagon auditors had questioned as possibly inflated or unwarranted. 
This was part of an overall $2.4 billion contract to deliver fuel and fix oil equipment in Iraq, the Army said. 
Wall Street Journal 
February 28, 2006 

Army to Pay Halliburton Most Of the Costs of Iraq Contract 

By RUSSELL GOLD and YOCHI J. DREAZEN

The U.S. Army will reimburse Halliburton Co. for nearly all its $1.5 billion in expenses for delivering fuel into Iraq in 2003, despite claims by military auditors that some charges were excessive.
Military auditors had flagged $263 million in billing for fuel deliveries by Halliburton as either questionable or unsupported by documents. But the military has agreed to pay $253 million of that amount, according to Congressional and military officials. The decision to reimburse the disputed costs was earlier reported by the New York Times.
The payment will resolve one of the last major billing disputes between the military and its largest contractor over services performed during the war in Iraq. It also clears the way for Halliburton's plan to sell off a minority stake in Kellogg Brown & Root, the company unit that handles military contracts.
New York Times 
February 28, 2006 
Flood-Control Proposal Seeks Gates and 'Armored' Levees

By JOHN SCHWARTZ

The Bush administration has asked Congress to pay for two huge gates in the New Orleans area to close off the navigational canals that devastated the city's Lower Ninth Ward, along with ''armored'' levees that would not be destroyed when water washed over the top, according to the most recent details of its spending plan.

The $1.46 billion flood-control proposal is part of the administration's $19.8 billion emergency financing request that was announced this month. A description of how the money would be spent was discussed in detail on Friday by Donald E. Powell, the federal coordinator for Gulf Coast rebuilding, on a visit to New Orleans.

The proposed repairs could be completed in about four years, said James Ward Jr., deputy director of the the United States Army Corps of Engineers task force responding to Hurricane Katrina.

National Public Radio 
February 27, 2006 

Levees in Question as Hurricane Season Approaches 

by Robert Siegel  

All Things Considered, With hurricane season three months away, worries surface about whether the levees and floodwalls of New Orleans will be ready to hold back another storm. Col. Louis Setliff with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers talks to Robert Siegel about the responsibility of keeping the city safe from another flood.
The link to this report http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5235999 

New Orleans City Business 
February 27, 2006 
Task Force Guardian repair of levees 
$750 million 

by Tommy Santora 

Louisiana construction companies are playing a huge role in helping the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers repair levees and floodwalls damaged in Hurricane Katrina by June 1, the start of the next hurricane season. 
Task Force Guardian, created by the Corps solely for the $750-million fast-track, levee repair mission, awarded 48 of 52 multimillion-dollar contracts to Louisiana contractors. 
“These jobs come along at a good time,” said Robert Boh, president of New Orleans-based Boh Bros. Construction Company LLC. 
Boh Bros. received a $27.8-million contract to build interim floodgates and a $6.19-million contract to repair a 455-foot breach on the 17th Street Canal. They also received a $15-million contract to repair a levee and floodwall in eastern New Orleans along the Gulf Intercoastal Waterway. 
Associated Press 
February 28, 2006 

Water levels appear too low for March rise on Missouri River 
By SAM HANANEL Associated Press Writer

The Army Corps of Engineers probably will scrap plans for the first of two spring pulses on the Missouri River this year because water levels in reservoirs that feed the river are too low.
While the final decision will not be made until Wednesday morning, officials said that as of Monday, the six upper reservoirs feeding the main stem of the river have only 36.3 million acre feet of water. That is 200,000 acre feet shy of the minimum set by the corps last month, when officials announced final plans for the controversial spring rise.
"We're a little under, so right now it doesn't look like we're going to get there," said Larry Cieslik, a spokesman for the corps in Omaha, Neb. "There's still two more days to go, but it's looking unlikely at the moment."
Twin Cities Finance & Commerce 
February 28, 2006 

Corps of Engineers plans $63.9M Red Wing project

By Brian Johnson, F&C Construction Writer

Most people probably don’t know the first thing about Lock and Dam No. 3 on the Mississippi River. But to folks who navigate the Mighty Mississippi near Red Wing, Lock and Dam No. 3 has a dubious distinction. 
“It’s known to tow boat pilots as one of the most dangerous parts to navigate on the river,” said Dan Wilcox, a project manager with the St. Paul District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
That’s why the district is moving forward with plans to improve navigation safety at the 68-year-old lock-and-dam system as part of a $63.9 million project. 
The long-anticipated project could begin as soon as next year. 


Washington Post 
February 27, 2006 

Defense Department Personnel System Blocked 

By Christopher Lee 
Washington Post Staff Writer

A federal judge today blocked the Defense Department from implementing its new personnel system, handing the Bush administration a major setback in its attempts to streamline work rules and install pay for performance in the federal workplace.
In a 77-page decision, U.S. District Judge Emmet G. Sullivan said the National Security Personnel System fails to ensure collective bargaining rights, does not provide an independent third party review of labor relations decisions and would leave employees without a fair way to appeal disciplinary actions.
The American Federation of Government Employees and several other labor unions who filed a lawsuit in November challenging the new system claimed victory after the ruling was handed down this morning.
Government Executive 
February 28, 2006 

Judge overturns Defense labor relations reforms 
By Karen Rutzick

A judge ruled Monday that the Defense Department's new personnel system unlawfully diminishes collective bargaining, blocking the labor relations portion of the system from moving forward. 
Judge Emmet Sullivan of the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia wrote in his decision that the department's regulations went beyond congressional intent. 
"The design of these regulations appears to rest on the mistaken premise that Congress intended flexibility to trump collective bargaining rights," Sullivan said. 
In the 2004 Defense authorization bill, Congress granted the department authority to create a new human resources system, based on the notion that the current system was too rigid and outdated to respond with agility to modern threats of terrorism. 
Los Angeles Times 
February 26, 2006 
In New Orleans, Home Is Still Far Away;
Half a year after Katrina ravaged the city, most residents haven't returned. And those who have remain in a state of uncertainty.

Scott Gold, Times Staff Writer

NEW ORLEANS - Six months ago, a 200-foot-long barge careened over a collapsed levee during Hurricane Katrina, eventually coming to rest on the shattered remains of three houses in the Lower 9th Ward. And there it remained.

On Friday, workers with metal torches finally began to dismantle the barge. But by then, it had become a rusting, 150-ton metaphor for everything this city has been through: destruction and despair, followed by lagging reconstruction that has given way, too often, to dismal stasis.

Red tape. Bumbling bureaucrats. Recalcitrant politicians.

Tightfisted insurance companies. Old age. Sheer exhaustion. 


Associated Press 
February 25, 2006 

Report: study entire levee system, not just breaches 

BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) — The federal investigation of what went wrong with New Orleans levees during Hurricane Katrina should study the entire system, not just the breaks that flooded the city, a new report says.
"While a few places failed, that doesn't mean other places won't fail in the future," said Wayne Clough, president of the Georgia Institute of Technology and chairman of the committee which put together the report for the National Academy of Engineering and the National Research Council. 
Sections of levee close to failing might have remained intact because another section failed first and relieved the pressure, Clough said. In addition, by rebuilding the damaged and broken areas to make them stronger and more stable, the Corps might make breaks more likely in other spots.
That's why the "big picture" approach is important, Clough said. 


Washington Post 
February 26, 2006 

Post-Katrina Rebuilders Hug Ground, Trust Levees 
Some Say They Don't Have the Time or Money to Elevate Houses 

By Peter Whoriskey 
Washington Post Staff Writer
  
NEW ORLEANS -- Hurricane Katrina revealed fatal flaws in the way this city is built. But as thousands of New Orleanians seek construction permits, many are planning to rebuild their homes in the same place, at the same elevation, without any guarantee that the levees will hold in the next big storm.
While residents say they have neither the time nor the money to elevate the homes they are rebuilding, experts say the rush of reconstruction could lead to a repeat of the disaster. Officials at the Federal Emergency Management Agency are studying safe building elevations for the city, but the agency has yet to adopt new guidelines.
"This is an unhealthy situation," said Reed Kroloff, dean of the Tulane University School of Architecture and co-chairman of a rebuilding planning committee. "We all want people to be able to rebuild. But we want them to rebuild safely."
New Orleans Times-Picayune 
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6 months later, recovery gaining focus 
City may be near turning point 
By Gordon Russell, Staff writer 
Six months after Hurricane Katrina, Louise Leflore is one of tens of thousands of New Orleanians still waiting to come home. And with all due respect to Atlanta, she's sick of it. 
This week, the post-Katrina era reaches the half-year mark. Millions of cubic yards of debris have been swept from city streets. More than a million cubic yards of clayey soil has been compacted into levees to replace what was washed away, a job the Army Corps of Engineers now says is 40 percent complete. The main post office in New Orleans is scheduled to reopen next month. Out of New Orleans' pre-Katrina population of 462,269, city officials estimate 189,000 have returned. 
But the St. Charles Avenue streetcar line won't be back until well into 2007. Electrical service has been restored to nearly all of the local grid, though many customers are waiting for hookups. Twenty Orleans public schools have reopened, with an enrollment hovering around 10,000 -- a sixth of the pre-storm student body. 
New Orleans Times-Picayune Editorial 
February 26, 2006 

Next step on levee reform

On Thursday, Gov. Kathleen Blanco signed legislation that will replace some of greater New Orleans' dysfunctional levee boards with two focused, professional-minded authorities. The passage of that bill represents a triumph of popular sentiment over political sleaze.

In the special session last fall, lawmakers killed Sen. Walter Boasso's effort to create a single levee board. But in their attempts to protect the status quo, they'd underestimated how angry local voters are. By the time lawmakers returned to Baton Rouge earlier this month, most lawmakers wanted at least to appear to be on the side of reform.

The question now is how to turn the promise of the new levee authorities into the reality of better flood protection. An obvious complication is that building levees is the responsibility of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

But the two new levee agencies -- the Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection Authority-East and Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection Authority-West Bank -- can carry out two crucial functions: They can set an aggressive agenda for defending greater New Orleans from floods, and they can hold the corps accountable for its work.
New Orleans Times-Picayune 
February 27, 2006 

Pickings slim for debris haulers 
Layers of contractors siphon off earnings 
By James Varney and Gordon Russell, Staff writers 
On a recent morning on Nursery Avenue in Metairie, a crew of 10 workers from Iowa, freshly arrived from a stint picking up trash in Gulfport, Miss., was cleaning up the last few morsels of what had been a small pile of debris. 
Thanks to the logistical legwork of getting orders and stationing flagmen, it took about an hour to sweep the street clean of a mess that didn't go far toward the crew's goal of filling up three trucks that hold about 30 cubic yards apiece. 
Leigh Bock, a Connecticut contractor who until recently was in the debris business, asked the foreman how long it took his men to load the pile. 
New York Times Commentary 
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Beads and Trinkets for New Orleans 

Back to New Orleans 
John Biguenet 

John Biguenet, a novelist and New Orleans native, was the first guest columnist for TimesSelect. Throughout October, he chronicled in this blog his return to his ruined home and city, and his early efforts to rebuild in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. Now, as the city prepares for its first Mardi Gras since the storm, Mr. Biguenet files this update.
On Tuesday, my wife and I will walk the few blocks to St. Charles Avenue from the three-room shotgun where we now live (our lakefront home remains uninhabitable) and join our fellow New Orleanians — at least those still left in the city — in cheering passing Mardi Gras floats with the formula we learned in childhood: “Hey, mister, throw me something.” In response, masked paraders in satin costumes will shower us with beads and trinkets.
As it happens, Tuesday will also be the six-month anniversary of the morning my family and I stuffed a small suitcase with two days of clothing and crossed Lake Pontchartrain in our VW Beetle to escape the approaching Hurricane Katrina. It would be more than a month before we again crossed the lake on our way back to a house rotting with mold after weeks of steeping in four feet of saltwater.
New York Times 
February 27, 2006 
Army to Pay Halliburton Unit Most Costs Disputed by Audit

By JAMES GLANZ

The Army has decided to reimburse a Halliburton subsidiary for nearly all of its disputed costs on a $2.41 billion no-bid contract to deliver fuel and repair oil equipment in Iraq, even though the Pentagon's own auditors had identified more than $250 million in charges as potentially excessive or unjustified.

The Army said in response to questions on Friday that questionable business practices by the subsidiary, Kellogg Brown & Root, had in some cases driven up the company's costs. But in the haste and peril of war, it had largely done as well as could be expected, the Army said, and aside from a few penalties, the government was compelled to reimburse the company for its costs.

Under the type of contract awarded to the company, ''the contractor is not required to perform perfectly to be entitled to reimbursement,'' said Rhonda James, a spokeswoman for the southwestern division of the United States Army Corps of Engineers, based in Dallas, where the contract is administered.

Los Angeles Times 
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Desk Jobs in a War Zone;
Among the U.S. personnel in Iraq are civilians such as Ruby Pierce, a Virginia grandmother with a taste for adventure.

Doug Smith, Times Staff Writer

MOSUL, Iraq - Ruby Pierce was packed in body armor and a Kevlar helmet, ready for the 15-minute drive from the military landing strip to her new posting at Forward Operating Base Courage.

Four blue Ford Expeditions crusted with dirt to the roofline pulled up with her escorts: 14 hard-faced soldiers of fortune in black armor. The convoy, a private security escort hired by the U.S. military, hit the streets of Mosul at 70 mph, lights flashing and a siren screaming.

In the back seat, Pierce bounced and pitched as the SUVs speeded like getaway cars in a gangster film down narrow potholed streets lined by waving children. The convoy made panic stops to negotiate turns, zigzagged through traffic and went airborne over bumps. At last, the SUVs pulled up to their destination.

The wild ride was nothing new to Pierce. The 58-year-old widowed grandmother from Virginia was reporting for her second deployment in Iraq.

Washington Post 
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Hill Action Could Kill Planned Wind Farm, Backers Say
Foes Worry About Offshore Energy Project's Impact on Shipping, Fishing, Beachfront Views in Massachusetts 

By David A. Fahrenthold, Washington Post Staff Writer

BOSTON -- A proposal before Congress that would limit the construction of wind turbines near shipping lanes could effectively doom plans to build the country's first offshore wind farm near Massachusetts, the project's supporters say.
Officials at Cape Wind Associates LLC say that the rule, being considered as an amendment to a bill in a House-Senate conference committee, would rule out so many crucial sections of Nantucket Sound that there would not be enough space for their 130-windmill complex.
"This is a dire moment for us," said Mark Rodgers, a Cape Wind spokesman. He said the rule "would be totally fatal" for the project.
Columbia (MO) Daily Tribune 
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Farmers group rails against corps’ spring rise

By GREG MILLER of the Tribune’s staff 
After listening for more than two hours to speeches panning the spring-rise plan, Army Corps of Engineers Col. Michael Rossi said he knew that most of the audience of farmers and levee district representatives weren’t his best friends. 
"We really, honestly can look you in the eye and say we’re not ignorant to your pain," he said. "We’re stuck having to balance the needs." 
"We are your advocate," Rossi told the group. "We’re in the middle of it." 
Rossi was among more than 10 speakers at the annual meeting of the Levee Association and Drainage District Association yesterday at the Holiday Inn Select Executive Center. 
Defense News
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Pentagon Establishes Academic Chairs To Push Transformation 

By Gopal Ratnam 

To ensure that military transformation is more than just a label on weapons, the Pentagon’s Office of Force Transformation has set up nearly a dozen academic chairs at military universities across the country.
“You can create and cancel weapon programs, but education is something you can’t take away,” said Terry Pudas, the acting director of the Transformation office.
Eight of the 13 positions have been filled and the rest are being completed, Pudas said. 
The program began about two years ago. 

The office provided seed capital to the institutions; most colleges are getting about $200,000 annually for three years. After that, the institutions will be on their own. The office offered case studies and other help with the curriculum, but each instructor is free to teach as he or she sees fit, Pudas said.
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