USACE NEWS CLIPS


New York Times: Delays Hurting U.S. Rebuilding In Afghanistan
By David Rohde and Carlotta Gall

TURMAI, Afghanistan, Nov. 2 - Islamuddin Ahmadiyar, a 22-year-old student, remembers the excitement in this dusty farming hamlet in central Afghanistan when American contractors broke ground two years ago.

A one-story, 12-room health clinic, nestled between apple and mulberry tree groves, was to replace the mud hut where the village's lone doctor labored through Afghanistan's quarter-century nightmare of Soviet occupation, civil war and Taliban rule.

But the clinic remains an unfinished shell, one of 96 American-financed clinics and schools that a New Jersey-based company was supposed to build by September 2004. To date, nine clinics and two schools have been completed and passed inspection, according to the company.

The company, the Louis Berger Group, says progress has been slowed by the requirement to use Afghan construction companies, forcing it to hunt, sometimes vainly, for those that can work fast and to high standards. A design flaw is also forcing it to replace or strengthen the roofs of 89 of the buildings. 
USACE
Wheeling (WV) News-Register: River Reopens To Barge Traffic 
By ADAM TOWNSEND 

NEW MARTINSVILLE - After river traffic was stymied Wednesday by malfunctions that shut down the Hannibal Locks and Dam, an Army Corps of Engineers spokesman said that an auxiliary lock opened for business Sunday afternoon ahead of schedule, and that the main lock is expected to admit river traffic late in the day on Nov. 15. 

Corps spokesman Chuck Minsker said Sunday evening that the auxiliary lock started accepting boats and barges at 2:15 p.m. Sunday, more than eight hours ahead of its scheduled opening. He said that it will take three or four days to get river traffic back on schedule. There were about 40 tows waiting to run through the lock when crews finished the repairs. 

"It'll take at least three or four days to get those waiting in line through,'' Minsker said. 

New York Times Commentary: And Now to 'Streamline' King Coal's Beheading of Appalachia 
By FRANCIS X. CLINES

Six years ago, Jim Weekley, a watchful retiree in Appalachia, became angry enough to defend his seven-tenths-of-an-acre homestead in West Virginia's Pigeon Roost Hollow from a gargantuan mining process with a formidable name - mountaintop removal - that tells only half the truth.

The other half is the obliteration of countless streams, forests and hamlets lying below as mountaintops are systematically decapitated with dynamite to leave mesa-like tabletops. Rich low-sulfur coal veins are thereby exposed and mammoth 20-story-tall bulldozers move in to dump millions of tons of slag waste down into mountain hollows like Pigeon Roost. 

Washington Post: Lewis & Clark Mapped It -- Then the Nation Remade the West
By Blaine Harden, Washington Post Staff Writer

PILLAR ROCK, Wash. -- Ocian in view! O! the joy.
William Clark, who scribbled these words in his field journal on Nov. 7, 1805, was not a man to get carried away with exclamation points. He was a woodsman, a waterman and a sober-minded maker of maps.

Yet, if ever there were a time and a place for extravagant punctuation, it was here 200 years ago where the Columbia abruptly widens to embrace the Pacific. Having crossed the continent as co-leader of the most important road trip in American history, Clark believed he could finally see and hear the ocean (he was mistaken; it was about 18 miles away).

More important, Clark and Meriwether Lewis and others in the Corps of Discovery were in exclusive possession of geographical intelligence that would soon demolish three centuries of guesses, rumors and dreams about the character of the West. They knew that what President Thomas Jefferson had sent them to find -- a "direct & practicable" water route across the continent -- did not exist. They had instead observed, mapped and painstakingly described what was actually out here, in all its punishing vastness and exclamatory wonder. Their journals -- historian Donald Jackson called the Corps of Discovery the "writingest" explorers in U.S. history -- would recast the nation's conception of itself.

Boston Globe Editorial: Cape Wind politics
CAPE WIND'S 130-turbine proposal for Nantucket Sound will undergo another round of studies now that a wing of the US Interior Department is taking over responsibility for offshore energy projects from the Army Corps of Engineers. The new review will follow upon the Corps's draft environmental report, which found that the wind farm would have little effect on birds or marine life. The region will benefit if the new studies give Cape Wind the same high marks as the Corps's study did and the project gets built despite opposition from those who fear its effect on their ocean views and tourism.

The new review, by the Interior Department's Minerals Management Service, should be done expeditiously, given the warning last month that the region needs new generating capacity. The agency that manages New England's grid, Independent Service Operator New England, says the region should ''more aggressively pursue" renewable sources of electricity. Cape Wind is the only major new power source of of any kind in the works in the six states.

New Orleans Times-Picayune

November 6, 2005

Feds are treating Louisiana like enemy
Bob Marshall

After Hurricane Katrina whacked New Orleans it was fashionable for commentators to compare our losses to the devastation wrought by the 9/11 atrocity. Initially, I didn't like the analogy. Sept. 11 was an attack by a human enemy; Aug. 29 was a shot from nature. But lately I'm finding myself warming to that association, because I'm beginning to hear a haunting question made famous after 9/11: Why do they hate us? 

This time it isn't directed at residents of another land. It's aimed at Congress and the White House. 

How else should a coastal Louisiana resident feel after last week's news that President Bush has asked Congress to spend $250 million on the state's desperately needed coastal restoration projects. Sounds like a big check, unless you know we need $14 billion to do the job. Bush knows. And unless he was sleeping on all those tours of the disaster zone, he also knows what's happened to our coastal wetlands and why they're important to protecting this city and region from future storms. 

Knight Ridder

November 6, 2005

Teams: ‘Follies’ caused floods 
Engineer: Levee breaches preventable.


Knight Ridder Newspapers 

WASHINGTON - Contractors who appear to have cut corners in building New Orleans’ levees might have contributed to their failures after Hurricane Katrina, the engineer who directed an inquiry into the flooding concluded Wednesday. 

Raymond Seed, a University of California-Berkeley engineer and the head of a national investigating team, told a Senate committee that he would ask federal authorities next week to issue subpoenas into what he called the "malfeasance" of the construction firms that worked on the levees in the past 15 years. 

Seed, his team and another one from Louisiana said the force of Katrina wasn’t the principal cause of the levee breaches. 

Instead, man-made flaws - including inadequate engineering that used porous soil below and around levee walls and poorly designed connections between different types of flood barriers - were largely responsible for the worst levee failures. 


Dallas Morning News

November 6, 2005

Huge cleanup of cancer-causing chemicals planned in New Orleans
BY RANDY LEE LOFTIS

THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS

DALLAS -- The Army Corps of Engineers is planning one of the biggest environmental cleanups ever attempted: scraping miles of sediment laced with cancer-causing chemicals from New Orleans' hurricane-flooded neighborhoods. 

Contaminants in the sediment include toxic metals, industrial compounds, petroleum byproducts and a banned insecticide, all at levels that signal potential cancer risks or other long-term hazards, a Dallas Morning News review of government test results shows. 

The cleanup plans would involve crews using front-end loaders to scoop up contaminated sediment that Hurricane Katrina floods left in yards, playgrounds and other spots throughout the Greater New Orleans area. In some instances, protecting people might require steps less radical than removing soil, such as planting grass to cover contaminated yards. 


Charleston (W.Va.) Gazette

November 6, 2005

Latest mining suit adds ‘silt snake’ angle
By Ken Ward, Jr.
Staff writer 

In their latest federal court lawsuit, environmental group lawyers have launched a little-noticed new legal attack on mountaintop removal coal mining.

The suit, against the Army Corps of Engineers, alleges that federal officials do not properly evaluate the effects of valley fills on streams.

But in a new twist, environmental group lawyers are now also alleging that in-stream sediment ponds just downstream from fills are illegal.

They also argue that the discharge of pollution from valley fills into the stream segments between the fills and the sediment ponds — regulators call them “silt snakes” — is against the federal Clean Water Act.

 

Washington Post: Firms in Gulf Coast Allege Nonpayment
150 Immigrants' Cases Sent to Labor Dept.
By Darryl Fears, Washington Post Staff Writer

Two months after the government began allotting billions of dollars for disaster relief efforts in the wake of Hurricane Katrina, subcontractors in the Mississippi Gulf Coast say they are not being paid. As a result, they say, they cannot pay their workers, who are mostly immigrant laborers and who have painted homes, removed debris and completed other salvage chores.

Over the past two days, the Mississippi Immigrants Rights Alliance, or MIRA, has prepared complaints on behalf of more than 150 immigrant workers, both legal and illegal, and submitted them to the Labor Department. The complaints are asking the department to compel at least five subcontractors in Gulfport, Biloxi and other gulf areas to compensate the workers for as much as $100,000 in unpaid work.

Full story:

New Orleans Times-Picayune: Garbage collection to begin again in N.O.
Corps of Engineers to do weekly pickups
 
By Trymaine Lee, Staff writer 

While household garbage collection has been sporadic in New Orleans since Katrina, the Army Corps of Engineers on Thursday announced a once-a-week schedule beginning Monday, with designated days for specific neighborhoods. 

But it may take time for the collection to catch up with the backlog of garbage. To keep the trash trucks moving through their routes, Corps officials are asking that residents place no more than two 32-gallon trash bins -- the equivalent of about eight medium-size trash bags -- on the curb each week. 
Officials also ask that residents wait until the night before their pickup day to put out the trash. 

Full story:
Kansas City Star: Louisiana parish gets temporary hospital

BY BRIAN BRUEGGEMANN, Knight Ridder Newspapers
CHALMETTE, La. - Welcome to Wal-Mart. The doctor will see you now.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency and St. Bernard Parish officials are setting up what parish officials describe as a temporary hospital in the parking lot of a Wal-Mart Super Center in Chalmette.

Parish and medical leaders see the hospital as a key to bringing people back and providing for those who are trying to recover in the heavily damaged area.

Twenty-six modular buildings form a facility half the size of a football field. With the addition of interior walls, medical equipment and utilities it will be operational as a 70-bed hospital by the end of November, said Doug Garman, an Army Corps of Engineers spokesman at the joint field office in Baton Rouge.

Full story:

Associated Press: Proposed wind farm delayed by transfer of oversight
HYANNIS, Mass. --Final approval or denial of a proposed energy-producing wind farm in Nantucket Sound could be delayed until early in 2007 now that oversight of the environmental impact of the project has been transferred to a different federal agency.

The U.S. Minerals Management Service, which took the lead role in reviewing the project after passage of the 2005 Energy Policy Act, this week established a May deadline for a revised environmental impact statement.

The proposal's developer, Cape Wind Associates, must address questions including construction details and long-term maintenance plans.

Minerals Management Service officials outlined the new process to Cape Wind officials during a visit to the area earlier this week, when they also met with officials from state agencies reviewing the plan, as well as the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, which until last month had lead authority over the review.

Full story:

Burlington (VT) Free Press: Army Corps, Nature Conservancy in partnership
By Matt Sutkoski, Free Press Staff Writer

The Nature Conservancy's eastern regional office and the Army Corps of Engineers are now a team.

The environmental group and the Corp's North Atlantic Division will work together on a variety of environmentally friendly projects. The Nature Conservancy will provide scientific expertise toward projects. The Corps will lend its technical leadership.

The two parties signed the cooperation agreement Thursday afternoon in Burlington.

The partnership affects coastal and inland waterways over most of the northeastern United States. In Vermont, the Nature Conservancy and Army Corps already are working together on the West River in southeastern Vermont. The two parties are examining how the Corps dams along the river affect its flow, and hope to find the best ways to control the flow of the river below the dams to protect wildlife in and near the waterway.

Full story:

Palm Beach Post Editorial: End worries about dike with plan to shore it up
The dike around Lake Okeechobee held during Hurricane Wilma, but the storm carved a half-dozen big chunks from the structure behind the Pahokee Airport. The eroded sections measured about 30 by 40 feet every 200 yards along the 35-foot-high dike. Some craters were close to the top of the dike, and nearby residents were frightened to see water blowing over the top during the storm.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, which is responsible for maintaining the 143-mile dike, continues to insist that the structure is safe, despite past reports from its own staff that the dike poses an unacceptable risk to public safety. The corps spent $6 million on repairs after the 2004 hurricanes and soon will begin a two-year, $25 million repair project on the dike south and east of Port Mayaca in western Martin County. Repairs to the entire dike, which could cost as much as $234 million, will happen as Congress provides the money.

Washington Post: Levees' Construction Faulted In New Orleans Flood Inquiry
Contractors' Misdeeds May Have Led to Breaches, Panel Is Told

By Joby Warrick and Spencer S. Hsu, Washington Post Staff Writers

Investigators yesterday added a possible new explanation for some of the flooding that devastated New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina: contractors who may have skimped on construction materials in building the city's floodwalls and levees.

Experts probing the cause of the flooding have received at least a dozen allegations of major cheating by builders and possibly others involved in levee construction, two investigators said in testimony before a Senate panel. They said these were potentially criminal acts that may well have contributed to the collapse of the city's flood-control system on Aug. 29.

The allegations, although not proved, have prompted investigators to request a meeting next week with federal law enforcement officials to share details of the reports.

The list of alleged misdeeds includes the use of weak, poorly compacted soils in levee construction and deliberate skimping on steel pilings used to anchor floodwalls to the ground.

New York Times: Malfeasance Might Have Hurt Levees, Engineers Say 
By JOHN SCHWARZ

 

WASHINGTON, Nov. 2 - The head of a team of engineering experts told a Senate committee on Wednesday that malfeasance during construction might have been one reason for the catastrophic failure of the levees that were supposed to protect New Orleans from hurricanes. 

"These levees should have been expected to perform adequately at these levels if they had been designed and constructed properly," said the expert, Raymond Seed, a professor of civil engineering at the University of California, Berkeley. 

"Not just human error was involved," Professor Seed said. "There may have been malfeasance."

Professor Seed, whose team was financed by the National Science Foundation, did not offer hard evidence to back up his accusation. But he said after the hearing that the team had been contacted by levee workers, contractors and, in some cases, widows of contractors who told stories of protective sheet pile being driven less deeply than plans called for and corners cut in choosing soils for construction, among other problems. 

Los Angeles Times: Corruption May Have Helped Undermine City Levees
By Stephen Braun and Ralph Vartabedian, Times Staff Writers

WASHINGTON — The New Orleans levees that ruptured during Hurricane Katrina's storm surges two months ago were weakened by widespread structural flaws, and the construction of several floodwalls may have been undermined by possible corruption, engineering experts told a Senate committee Wednesday.

"We're receiving disturbing reports that there may have been some conscious human error involved. There may have been some malfeasance," said Raymond B. Seed, a civil engineering professor at UC Berkeley who is heading an inquiry financed by the National Science Foundation. "We're pursuing evidence of those stories."

Seed would not detail the allegations. But officials familiar with the reports said the engineering team had heard allegations from contract workers, engineers and others knowledgeable about New Orleans floodwall work that political influence and organized crime might have played a role in construction flaws in at least two levees that failed after Katrina struck Aug. 29.

MSNBC: Floodwall probe focuses on weak soil
Search on to find why New Orleans’ flood defense system failed 

By Aram Roston and the NBC News Investigative Unit, NBC News
WASHINGTON - Engineers are conducting the equivalent of a forensic investigation at the levees and floodwalls of New Orleans, drilling deep into the earth to examine the soil itself. The Army Corps of Engineers is looking for evidence that could explain why the flood defense system the agency designed to protect the city was instead overwhelmed by Hurricane Katrina.
Already, one investigator who testified Wednesday before a Senate committee said there may have been "malfeasance" in the building of the levees, while a report blamed "failures in the foundation soils"  for the worst floodwall collapses.

Investigators want to know if Katrina's devastation in New Orleans was caused in part by fatal errors on the part of the agencies that designed and built the levee system, and for now, attention is turning to the Army Corps of Engineers itself.
New Orleans Times-Picayune: Levee materials, techniques questioned
Possible malfeasance on project, reports to engineers indicate
 
By John McQuaid, Washington bureau 

WASHINGTON -- Engineers looking into failures in the New Orleans levee system say they have received reports of possible malfeasance in construction of canal floodwalls that failed during Hurricane Katrina and believe more investigation is needed. 

Ray Seed, a professor of engineering at the University of California at Berkeley who is heading a National Science Foundation probe, told a hearing of the Senate Homeland Security Committee on Wednesday that people involved in building the levees had approached investigators with stories of contractors using substandard practices and building materials -- some in breached areas, some elsewhere. 
Seed cautioned that it's too early to tell whether the reports will pan out, or whether they will ultimately be linked to the breaches in the 17th Street and London Avenue canal floodwalls that allowed water to pour into much of the city after Katrina. "We don't want to alarm people because some of those stories probably won't hold up," he said. 

Kansas City Star: Levee inquiry sees human error
Researchers cite corner-cutting, engineering flaws
By SETH BORENSTEIN and PETE CAREY, Knight Ridder Newspapers

WASHINGTON — Contractors who appear to have cut corners in building New Orleans’ levees may have contributed to their recent failures, the engineer who directed an inquiry into the flooding says.
Raymond Seed, an engineer with the University of California, Berkeley, who headed a national investigating team, told a Senate committee Wednesday that he would ask federal authorities next week to issue subpoenas into what he called the malfeasance of the construction firms that worked on the levees in the last 15 years.
Seed, his team and another one from Louisiana said the force of Hurricane Katrina was not the principal cause of the levee breaches.
Instead, manmade flaws — including inadequate engineering that used porous soil below and around levee walls, and poorly designed connections between different types of flood barriers — were largely responsible for the worst levee failures.
Wall Street Journal: Poor Management of Levee System Is Cited in Review
By ANN CARRNS, Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

Independent engineers and scientists told a U.S. Senate committee that some New Orleans levees failed during Hurricane Katrina in part because of weak soil, inadequate design, poor oversight by a patchwork of agencies and possible "malfeasance" during construction years before the storm.

Raymond Seed, an engineer with the University of California at Berkeley and lead investigator for a team funded by the National Science Foundation, told the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs that "malfeasance" may have played a role in some of the levee failures and said further investigation is necessary. "Some sections may not have been constructed as designed," he said.

Boston Globe: Engineers voice fear on levees if new storm hits New Orleans
Senate panel told repairs to system may not suffice
By Lara Jakes Jordan, Associated Press  |  November 3, 2005

WASHINGTON -- Repairs to the New Orleans levees may not be enough to protect people moving back to the devastated city if another hurricane comes before the tropical storm season ends this month, engineers said yesterday.

Dozens of breaches still mar the city's levee system, and a large seep was reported last week at the Industrial Canal, according to engineering specialists who have examined the floodwalls.

Repairs have gotten better, the specialists told members of a Senate panel. But the rebuilding process was done with little or no engineering guidance and perhaps substandard materials, they said.

''Short term, without a storm, they are probably adequately safe," said Dr. Peter Nicholson, who is an engineering professor at the University of Hawaii who was representing the American Society of Civil Engineers.

Christian Science Monitor: Why New Orleans levees failed
Lessons apply to other US cities - and need to be quickly absorbed in the Big Easy. 
By Peter N. Spotts | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

If the only thing standing between you and a powerful storm surge is a levee made of sand and seashell fill, you might consider moving. 

That is one implication of studies released Wednesday by engineers and scientists investigating the failures of New Orleans' levees during hurricane Katrina. The lessons learned there could be useful to ocean- and riverside communities in other parts of the United States. For the Big Easy, those lessons need to be absorbed quickly, many of those researchers say.
Washington Post: Katrina Recovery Officials Unsure What's Been Spent
Lack of Detail Irks House Panel Members
By Renae Merle and Griff Witte, Washington Post Staff Writers

Officials responsible for doling out billions in Hurricane Katrina relief contracts told lawmakers yesterday that they still don't have answers to central questions about why certain recovery efforts have stalled, whether money is being wasted and what's keeping Gulf Coast firms from getting a bigger share of the work.

In nearly three hours of questioning by the House committee investigating the government's sluggish response to one of the worst natural disasters in the nation's history, top procurement officials with the Department of Homeland Security, the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the Army Corps of Engineers repeatedly said they would need to do more research into exactly how government money is being spent.

Lawmakers made it clear they didn't like that answer.

Rep. Sue Myrick (R-N.C.) peppered officials with questions about news reports that the government was paying a contractor more than $2,500 for two hours of work installing a tarp on a damaged roof. "Doesn't it just ring a bell with someone that this is an excessive amount of money?" she asked. "Yeah, it's hard work. But it's not $2,500 hard."

Associated Press: Environmentalists renew challenge of mountaintop removal mining
HUNTINGTON, W.Va. -- Three environmental groups have added a second mining permit to a federal lawsuit that accuses the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers of violating the Clean Water Act by failing to conduct environmental impact studies before approving mountaintop mining.

The Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, the West Virginia Highlands Conservancy and Coal River Mountain Watch filed their amended lawsuit Wednesday in U.S. District Court.

The lawsuit, if successful, could force federal regulators to perform detailed and time-consuming studies before issuing any new mining permits.

At the same time, it could require government agencies to more fully examine potential impacts on forests and streams, and consider those before deciding to allow mining.

The original lawsuit filed in September challenged a permit issued by the corps to Aracoma Coal Co., a Massey Energy Co. subsidiary, for a mountaintop removal project in Logan County. Aracoma's Camp Branch Mine is near the 1921 Battle of Blair Mountain, a bloody struggle to unionize the state's southern coalfields that is being considered for the National Register of Historic Places.

Wheeling (OH) News Register: No Rolling On the River 
By MICHELLE BLUM and ANGELA McCOMBS 

NEW MARTINSVILLE - Traffic on a portion of the Ohio River has come to a standstill as a result of work on the Hannibal Locks and Dam near New Martinsville, according to David Walters, the facility's lockmaster. 

"We can't lock anything going either north or south," he said late Wednesday. 

Walters said as of 4 p.m. Wednesday when he left the facility, there were 21 tows with about 300 barges waiting to pass through the locks. Of those, 14 were traveling north and seven were traveling south, he said. 

Wall Street Journal: Army Corps Faces Scrutiny On Levee Flaws
By Ann Carrns, Staff Reporter Of The Wall Street Journal

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has two tough jobs at the same time: repair the damaged levees in New Orleans and fend off suspicions that design or construction flaws contributed to the breaches that inundated the city during Hurricane Katrina.

Army Corps officials and independent engineering experts are scheduled to testify today before the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, which is scrutinizing the levee failures in its broader inquiry of the government's response to the storm.

Tough questions from outside experts about the levee failures already have put an uncomfortable spotlight on the Army Corps, a wing of the Army with broad civilian flood-control responsibilities that oversaw design and construction of many of the levees in and around New Orleans, particularly since the late 1960s. The 350-mile system of earthen mounds and concrete floodwalls suffered dozens of breaches during Katrina, flooding the city and neighboring areas.

Associated Press: Researchers Say Levees Had Design Flaws 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- The engineers who designed the floodwalls that collapsed during Hurricane Katrina did not fully consider the porousness of the Louisiana soil or make other calculations that would have pointed to the need for stronger levees with deeper pilings and wider bases, researchers say.
At least one key scenario was ignored in the design, say the researchers, who are scheduled to report their findings at a congressional hearing Wednesday: the possibility that canal water might seep into the dirt on the dry side of the levees, thereby weakening the embankment holding up the floodwalls.
''I'd call it a design omission,'' said Robert Bea, a University of California at Berkeley civil engineering professor who took part in the study for the National Science Foundation.
The research team found other problems in the city's flood-control system, including evidence of poor maintenance and confusion over jurisdiction.
Bea also questioned the margin for error engineers used in their designs, saying the standards -- which call for structures to be 30 percent stronger than the force they are meant to stop -- date to the first half of the 1900s, when most levees were built to protect farmland, not major cities.
Naples (FL) Daily News: Collier homeowners may be eligible for roof-repair program 

Collier County has been approved for Operation Blue Roof, provided by the Federal Emergency Management Agency through the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

Other counties receiving approval are Broward, Glades, Hendry, Martin, Miami-Dade, Palm Beach and St. Lucie. 

For homeowners to qualify for Blue Roof services, damage to their roof must be less than 50 percent and the area to be covered must be structurally sound for a crew to work on. 

Virginian-Pilot: Oyster program comes under Army’s scrutiny
By SCOTT HARPER, The Virginian-Pilot

NORFOLK — The Army is conducting a criminal investigation into how public funds have been spent by the Army Corps of Engineers in Norfolk to restore native oysters in the Chesapeake Bay.

Chris Grey, a spokesman for the Army Criminal Investigation Command, confirmed the inquiry, which has been ongoing for several months. 

Specifically, agents are looking at spending, contracting and billing practices associated with the oyster program in Norfolk, said one of the investigators, who asked to remain anonymous. 

The agents are part of the command’s major procurement fraud unit, stationed at Fort Eustis in Newport News. In describing the scope of their inquiry , one investigator said, “We’re looking at everything” related to the native oyster program.

Stuart (FL) News: Lake Okeechobee fights continue 
Water managers want to keep canal gates into the Everglades open while fighting to keep the lake from rising. 
By Suzanne Wentley , staff writer

Water managers fought to hold open canal gates into the Everglades on Tuesday while scrambling for other ways to keep Lake Okeechobee from rising a predicted two feet in two weeks. 

Heavy discharges from the lake have begun to flow into the St. Lucie Estuary as local runoff from Hurricane Wilma abated, but some activists questioned why more lake water can't flow south. 

The answer is a 9-year-old mandate that forces the Army Corps of Engineers to close flood gates along the Tamiami Trail from November through July to dry out land where a population of endangered Cape Sable seaside sparrows nest, biologists with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service said. 

But in a year when most of South Florida is inundated with too much water from a record number of tropical storms, Corps officials — at the request of the Miccosukee Tribe — have asked wildlife biologists to allow the gates to stay open. 

Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel Editorial: Control the Seaway 
Here's what not to do about the St. Lawrence Seaway, whose serious problems were outlined in a just-concluded, three-part series in the Journal Sentinel: Make it bigger.

Here's what should be done: 1) Enact tighter federal controls on ocean-going vessels entering the Seaway by having Congress finally approve the National Aquatic Invasive Species Act. 2) If Congress continues to sit on its thumbs, the states that are home to the lakes, including Wisconsin, should take matters into their own hands and enact such controls. 3) Give serious consideration to blocking such ships entirely from entering the Great Lakes by requiring them to transfer their cargoes to Great Lakes-only shipping or - in the extreme - don't spend the money to rebuild a deteriorating Seaway if thorough study shows that the harm done by having the Seaway open outweighs the benefits it provides.

Only such controls can offer realistic hope of slowing down the explosive growth of invasive species, past examples of which have already wreaked environmental havoc on an unparalleled natural resource, holder of 20% of the planet's fresh water supply. If Canada and the United States want to slow down even more potentially harmful effects on the Great Lakes, they need to act soon.

Christian Science Monitor: Budget cutters line up targets
Congressional leaders seek to cut $39-50 billion over five years. 
By Peter Grier | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

WASHINGTON - In the House, the GOP leadership is considering cutting $844 million out of food stamps. One proposed change would make legal immigrants wait seven years until they become eligible for food aid, instead of the current five.
In the Senate, by contrast, Medicare is a budget target. Senators are currently debating whether to eliminate a $10 billion fund intended to entice private insurers into the giant government health program.
This week Washington's budget-cutting effort enters the realm of specifics. The Senate has begun debate on its outline of $39 billion in reductions over five years, while the House leadership is putting final touches on its own $50 billion cut plan.
For many lawmakers, this is when the hard part begins. It's one thing to talk tough about the need to restrain federal spending. It's something else to see close up who and what may be affected - while affected parties lobby hard to keep their programs intact.
Washington Post: FDIC Chairman to Oversee Storm Recovery
By Spencer S. Hsu and Terence O'Hara, Washington Post Staff Writers

Donald E. Powell, chairman of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. and a major Texas backer of President Bush, was named federal coordinator of long-term hurricane recovery efforts on the Gulf Coast, Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff announced yesterday.

Powell, 64, will report to the president through Chertoff and be the main federal contact for Congress, state, local and private leaders in supporting "mid and long-term recovery and rebuilding plans," such as economic development and infrastructure reconstruction, Chertoff said in a statement.

Powell will take over as soon as he ties up work at the FDIC, which he joined in 2001, downsized and was scheduled to leave in August. Chertoff said he expects Coast Guard Vice Adm. Thad W. Allen to "transition out" of his role as principal federal coordinator of short-term recovery operations by the end of this year.

New Orleans Times-Picayune: Corps wanted gate instead of levee walls
But local agencies blocked structure 
By Mark Schleifstein, Staff writer 

An Army Corps of Engineers proposal to build a gate across the 17th Street Canal instead of building levee walls along the canal's banks was shot down in 1990 by the New Orleans Sewerage & Water Board and the Orleans and Jefferson parish levee boards because of fears the gate could cause flooding from rainwater accompanying a hurricane. 

Corps officials still think the proposed structure, known as a "butterfly gate," would have made more sense than building the levee walls that failed and flooded much of the area during Hurricane Katrina, but they agreed to scrap the plan because of the local agencies' concerns, said Al Naomi, corps project manager for the Lake Pontchartrain and Vicinity levee protection program. 

"The butterfly gates would have worked," Naomi said. "The problem was that when the gates are closed, you can't use the pumping station. The city can't pump out water from rainfall."

Bloomberg News: Louisiana Residents Blame Deaths on Canal They Sought to Close 
Trudging through knee-deep floodwater, Rodrigo Lopez approaches his single-story house in St. Bernard Parish, Louisiana. He shoves open the front door and gags on the reek of toxic sludge deposited by Hurricane Katrina one month earlier. The ceiling has caved in and draped over upturned furniture. Rodrigo slices into it, revealing a layer cake of black mud, white sheetrock and bright-pink insulation. His wife, Josefina, 63, a nurse, reaches for a mud-splattered wine glass. ``Baby, it's gone; just don't,'' says Rodrigo, 61, a worker at a fiberglass plant. ``There's nothing worth taking here.'' 

That scene was repeated over and over in late September in St. Bernard, a county east of New Orleans, as residents returned to the wreckage wrought by Katrina. St. Bernard was among the hardest-hit communities along the 150-mile (235-kilometer) stretch of the U.S. Gulf Coast that was ravaged on Aug. 29. 

The hurricane killed 114 people in St. Bernard and flooded every one of its 24,000 homes. Survivors say the destruction was worsened by the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet, a canal that connects New Orleans to the Gulf of Mexico by passing through St. Bernard. 

Miami Herald: Homeowners scramble to get tarps on roofs
Fixing roofs became a matter of urgency Monday, as rain clouds gathered and life began to return to normal in South Florida.
BY ERIKA BOLSTAD AND WANDA J. DeMARZO

Looking anxiously to increasingly cloudy skies, thousands of people across South Florida scrambled Monday to complete makeshift repairs to roofs damaged one week ago by Hurricane Wilma.
By day's end Monday, more than 10,000 people in 10 Florida counties were expected to have applied for temporary roofs through Operation Blue Roof, the program administered by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. An estimated 2,000 of those homeowners applied Monday, said spokeswoman Nancy Regalado, and the Corps had plans to expand the program to three other counties hit by the storm.
''The threat of rain is making them act more quickly, and they don't feel like they have that kind of buffer anymore,'' Regalado said, but cautioned that it could be as long as a month before homeowners see even temporary fixes through the federal program.
Iraq/Afghanistan
New York Times: Funds Fade, Deaths Rise And Iraq Rebuilding Is Spotty
By James Glanz

As the money runs out on the $30 billion American-financed reconstruction of Iraq, the officials in charge cannot say how many planned projects they will complete, and there is no clear source for hundreds of millions of dollars a year needed to operate the projects that have been finished, according to a report to Congress released yesterday.

The report, by the special inspector general for Iraq reconstruction, describes some progress but also an array of projects that have gone awry, sometimes astonishingly, like electrical substations that were built at great cost but never connected to the country's electrical grid.

With more than 93 percent of the American money now committed to specific projects, it could become increasingly difficult to solve those problems.

Issues like those "should have been considered before," said Jim Mitchell, a spokesman for the inspector general's office. "It's very critical right now, with so little of the U.S. money left to be committed, that they're going to have to make these determinations very quickly."

Associated Press: Two contractor employees with Huntsville-based center die in Iraq

HUNTSVILLE, Ala. -- Two contractor employees of a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers munitions disposal center were killed in Iraq and a third was injured when their vehicle was struck by an explosive, the agency said Monday.

Joe Smith, an American who lived In Cambridge, England, and Kaled Ali, a Jordanian national, were killed Oct. 27 when the improvised device exploded, according to a news release from the U.S. Army Engineeering and Support Center Huntsville.

The name of the injured employee was not released.

The three worked for Cochise Consultancy, a private company based in Valrico, Fla., that destroys Iraqi munitions, according to the announcement. The Huntsville center had hired Cochise for the Coalition Munitions Clearance Program, which is responsible for clearing, transporting, storing and destroying ammunition that has been captured or poses a danger in Iraq.

Debra Valine, a spokeswoman for the Huntsville center, said 11 Cochise contractors have died while working in Iraq. Of the 1,285 Huntsville center contractors working in Iraq, 187 work for Cochise, Valine said.

No further link for this item.
Stars & Stripes: Work finished on one replacement for Abu Ghraib prison

By Joseph Giordono, Stars and Stripes

Military engineers have completed expansion work on one of three U.S. military prisons in Iraq that will replace the notorious Abu Ghraib complex this spring, officials said Sunday.

Fort Suse, near Sulaymaniyah in northern Iraq, is capable of housing some 1,700 “security detainees” and opened for operation with the delivery of the first 50 detainees on Oct. 24, the military said in a release from Baghdad.

“The opening of Fort Suse is a big step in the transition of detention operations to the Iraqis. It will be the first facility to be completely turned over to Iraqi control. This complete transition of operations will take place after extensive training of Iraqi guards and only after they are completely confident in their ability to run this facility,” Maj. Gen. William Brandenburg, commanding general of Detainee Operations, said in the release.

Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel: Dredging is a drain on the lakes, study says 
By DAN EGAN

Great Lakes governors, famous for hoarding almost every drop of the world's largest freshwater system, are pushing for a tighter water-diversion law they hope will serve as a deadbolt when thirsty outsiders start banging on the door.

Perhaps they should pull their eyes off the peephole and take a look behind them to see what might already be going down their own drain.

An engineering study funded by a group of Canadian lakefront property owners this year claims a 1962 Army Corps of Engineers dredging project, done in conjunction with St. Lawrence Seaway construction, essentially pulled the plug on Lakes Michigan and Huron, sending an average of nearly 1 billion gallons a day out to sea.

The Corps is taking the study seriously, though it isn't willing to concede that its dredging project to allow oceangoing ships to use the St. Clair River has done the damage the property owners claim. The St. Clair River is part of the waterway that links Lake Huron to Lake Erie.

"There is something going on in the system that definitely needs to be looked at," Scott Thieme, chief of the Corps' Great Lakes office for hydraulics and hydrology, told a group of Lake Michigan sport and commercial fishermen at a meeting in Manitowoc County this summer.

Washington Post Federal Diary: Unions Prepare To Go To Court As Pentagon Issues Civil Service Plan
By Stephen Barr

The Pentagon has rolled the dice. The plan to convert the first wave of 65,000 Defense Department civil service employees to a new performance-based pay system has been issued, and Bush administration officials have lined up behind it.

"We're anxious for DOD to succeed," Linda M. Springer, director of the Office of Personnel Management, told reporters at an Oct. 26 briefing. "We know they will succeed."

She added: "Obviously, all of us through government are watching how this goes. There's a lot at stake."

It may take years, of course, before the Defense Department can declare that the National Security Personnel System is a success. (In its regulation, the Pentagon promises that NSPS "will be operational and demonstrate success prior to November 2009.")

Success, to some extent, hinges on the outcome of court fights -- the first way station for NSPS, which is supposed to give Defense a more flexible civil service system.

A coalition of unions, including the American Federation of Government Employees, led by John Gage, has said it will file a lawsuit mid-month to block the Pentagon's blueprint for reordering labor-management relations and giving management greater control over what issues come to the bargaining table.

Knight-Ridder Newspapers: Dispute over gates highlights complexities of governing levee system

BY PETE CAREY, Knight Ridder Newspapers
NEW ORLEANS - The Army Corps of Engineers proposed in the 1980s placing "butterfly" gates at the mouths of three critical New Orleans canals to stop a storm surge from entering them from Lake Pontchartrain, but local officials rejected the idea, according to the corps' top official in New Orleans and newly released documents.
The proposed gates would have automatically closed when the lake level was higher than the water in the canals, and probably would have prevented the kind of flooding that inundated most of the city through breaches along the 17th Street and London Avenue canals, engineers say.
But local officials feared that the gates would prevent the canals from being used to pump rainwater out of the city - a more common occurrence - and instead adopted the system of steel and concrete floodwalls that failed disastrously on two of the three canals as Hurricane Katrina raced by New Orleans Aug. 29.
Los Angeles Times: Construction Contractor, New in Town, Stays Busy
Thomas S. Mulligan, Times Staff Writer

NEW ORLEANS — In a sparsely furnished storefront office about a mile from New Orleans' central business district, William Martt, president of Brigadier Construction Services, was simultaneously working the phone and the computer on a recent weekday morning, surrounded by whiteboards that were filling up with cryptic notations about the progress of the various projects his year-old firm had undertaken.

One board contained nothing but acronyms representing the company's customers: VA, USN, USACE, FBI, USAF, USPS, CG — mainly branches of the federal government, particularly the Department of Defense.

As Martt worked, he riffled through printouts describing potential jobs. Examining project descriptions and preparing bids has been keeping him on the job from dawn to midnight some days.

"This one is from the Army Corps of Engineers, for debris removal from canals in St. Bernard Parish," he said, holding up a small stack of paper.

Washington Post: St. Bernard Parish Tangles With Army Corps Over Gulf Outlet
For 40 years, the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet (MRGO) has been reviled in New Orleans as a "hurricane highway." The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers dug it as a shortcut to the Port of New Orleans for deep-draft vessels, but it never attracted much traffic, and it destroyed more than 20,000 acres of nearby wetlands. But despite complaints from St. Bernard Parish, the Corps refused to close it and continued to spend $13 million a year dredging it.

Then Hurricane Katrina blasted up the Gulf Coast, buckling Corps levees and inundating St. Bernard Parish. One hydrodynamic model has concluded that the outlet helped amplify the height of Katrina's surge by three feet and doubled the velocity of the surge. Corps officials have declined to comment on the causes of their levee failures, saying they are waiting for the results of four investigations.

Now comes the New Orleans litigation firm of Maples & Kirwan, veterans of the asbestos and tobacco wars, with a class-action lawsuit filed this month against the United States in the U.S. Court of Federal Claims. The named plaintiffs are Rocco and Thomas Tommaseo, owners of a popular Italian restaurant in St. Bernard Parish, and Steven and Cynthia Bordelon, owners of a mobile home and RV repair shop, but attorney Stuart Kirwan said the firm has signed up hundreds of additional parish residents.

Wall Street Journal: Moving the Mississippi
The man who foresaw disaster in New Orleans wants to carve out a new branch of the river to help protect the city from future storms
.
By BETSY MCKAY, Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

DONALDSONVILLE, La. -- Sherwood Gagliano has an audacious proposition: To restore the disappearing wetlands of coastal Louisiana and protect New Orleans from future hurricanes, he wants to trigger an epic flood and give birth to a new waterway -- a stream that would grow to become one of North America's biggest rivers.

The 68-year-old geologist, the first scientist to raise alarm about the vanishing wetlands 35 years ago, proposes slicing into a swampy bank of the Mississippi River, a few miles from this historic town, and cutting a 105-mile-long riverbed. The idea is to divert a third of the river's muddy waters into the new channel, which would drain into two estuaries close to the Gulf of Mexico.

Dr. Gagliano's theory is that the sediment carried by the new river toward the sea would help rebuild the lost wetlands that once buffered New Orleans from big storms. Putting that theory into practice would be an enormous and expensive roll of the ecological dice. It could cost as much as $3 billion. Its benefits are unproven. Its potential environmental side-effects are unknown.

Roanoke Times: River of broad shoulders
Work begins on a regional project envisioned nearly 40 years ago.
By Todd Jackson, The Roanoke Times
When it comes to Roanoke's flood control project, help has been on the way ... for nearly 40 years.

For decades, city leaders hoped the improvements would come. Now, as the 20th anniversary of the city's 1985 flood approaches, the widening of the Roanoke River within the city limits has finally started.

In Southeast Roanoke, heavy machinery is digging out the first "bench cuts" that will give floodwater more room to flow within the river channel.

The joint project of the city and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is designed to reduce flood stages by 1 to 3 feet along the river, eliminating some flooding and reducing it in major storms such as that in 1985. In some places, the river channel will be widened by as much as 60 feet. It will not stop flooding completely.

Austin American-Statesman: In Mississippi, Army engineers under fire for wetlands project
Final decision near on a plan to build a massive pumping station as part of a decades-old flood control project in the southern Mississippi Delta
.
By Mike Williams, WASHINGTON BUREAU

VALLEY PARK, Miss. -- Like most other residents of Mississippi's southern Delta region, Barbara Browning remembers the flood of 1973, which covered miles and miles of the pancake-flat farm fields.

"When you crossed the Yazoo River bridge, all you saw was water," said Browning, 60, who keeps the books at a grain elevator in this tiny community. "The only thing sticking out was the highway. We had to get on boats to get from the highway to our houses."

Browning hopes that a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers proposal to build one of the world's largest pumping stations nearby will be approved soon, finishing a series of projects begun in the 1940s that the agency says would protect the area from floods.

But the Yazoo Backwater Pumps project, as it is called, has triggered a long-running battle between the Corps and environmental groups, who claim the $181 million endeavor would destroy a huge area of fragile wetlands and would waste money that might be better spent rebuilding hurricane-ravaged New Orleans.
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HIGH AND DRY

Levees may eventually ensure New Orleans' survival. But in the meantime, some homeowners may turn to an age-old solution: raising their homes above the flood line.
 

By Jeffrey Meitrodt

Staff writer 

From his front porch on Lesseps Street in the 9th Ward, Mike Jones can easily point out the benefits of owning a raised house. 

"See that place on the corner there?" Jones said, pointing to a neighbor's house. "The water was up to the roof. That's a slab house. I don't even know if those people survived." 



[image: image1]
Though Katrina likely killed some of his neighbors and laid waste to much of the 9th Ward, Jones and his family -- including his year-old son -- have already moved back into their 40-year-old home. On Aug. 29, the neighborhood was swamped by 6 feet of water, but because piers raise Jones' house 3 feet above the ground, the interior damage was limited. 
 

Washington Post
October 30, 2005

Hurricane Bends Landfill Rules

To Handle Katrina Detritus, an Old Dump Site Reopens

By Manuel Roig-Franzia

Washington Post Staff Writer

NEW ORLEANS, Oct. 29 -- New Orleans is building a mountain, a heap of broken concrete and soiled mattresses and shredded curtains plopped out on the edge of a swampy road that routinely draws comparisons to a hellish scene from Dante's "Inferno."

This place is called the Old Gentilly Landfill, an ancient dump that was shut down after being identified by federal regulators as a possible hazardous waste site nearly a quarter-century ago and that taxpayers have spent millions to clean up. The rebirth after Hurricane Katrina of Old Gentilly -- designated as a disposal site for "clean waste" from construction and demolition operations -- is the starkest example of how Louisiana is relaxing environmental laws to deal with the immensity of the storm's residue. Debris, such as soggy carpeting and plastic furniture that before the storm could never have gone into this kind of landfill, has been cleared by state environmental regulators to be dumped here in the open air. The state is allowing dumping at unlined Old Gentilly, even though more-modern landfills are nearby.

New Orleans Times-Picayune Editorial
October 30, 2005

Levee jitters 

A host of experts are studying the levee breaches that flooded most of New Orleans, and the information that's filtering out casts grave doubt on some of the work of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
The corps oversees the design and construction of the metro area's hurricane-protection system. According to Louisiana State University researchers who reviewed documents obtained by The Times-Picayune, conditions that may have caused the 17th Street Canal levee wall to fail should have been obvious to the engineers who designed it. 
That finding suggests a disturbing conclusion: that, at least in some places, the corps failed to take sufficient account of soil conditions beneath the flood-protection levees. Those levees are crucial to the continued existence of greater New Orleans. Yet, if the sections that failed during Hurricane Katrina's onslaught were designed or built improperly, it's possible that other portions of the flood-control system are similarly flawed. 
Chicago Tribune
October 30, 2005

Fridges sending smelly message

They sit at curb in New Orleans with rotten food inside and angry graffiti on outside

By MICHAEL ONEAL
Chicago Tribune

NEW ORLEANS - Forget about polling data.

If Karl Rove is wondering how President Bush is doing in New Orleans these days, he might just check the refrigerators discarded after Hurricane Katrina.

The mood is chilly, even if the appliances aren't.

One rejected fridge in the French Quarter is painted to look like an elaborate Mardi Gras gift. It is addressed to the White House — rotting contents and all.

The front is emblazoned with "4W." The side sports an uncanny likeness of Vice President Dick Cheney clutching dollar bills.

"It gets better every day," said Steve Smith, the business director for a small historical museum nearby. "I have no idea who is doing it."

The Clarion-Ledger
October 30, 2005
 

Most storm debris to stay on Gulf Coast 

By Chris Joyner

KILN — Hurricane Katrina left Mississippi with 42 million cubic yards of debris — enough to fill an NFL stadium 18 times over.

When the collection is finished, most of that debris will stay in the Mississippi Gulf Coast, disposed of in the dozens of sites given special emergency permits by the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality.

Three-fourths of the debris from the Aug. 29 storm is concentrated in the coastal counties. Contractors are hauling fallen trees and bits of destroyed homes and their wrecked contents to sites where the material is sorted and incinerated, recycled or buried. 

Much of the work is being done by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, which was contracted to remove debris from all of the coastal counties except Harrison.
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Flood threat persists

[image: image2]PAJARO RESIDENTS STILL WAITING FOR FIX 10 YEARS LATER
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By Ken McLaughlin
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The earthen levees burst just hours after residents of the working-class neighborhoods were driven out by storms. Cars, barrels and dead rats floated down streets as water rushed through homes and businesses.

Hundreds of poor residents were trapped because they refused to evacuate, fearing looters would take the little they owned.

New Orleans 2005? No. Pajaro 1995.

Ten years ago, the levees of the Pajaro River collapsed, and officials pledged to fix the problem once and for all. Today, the levees still haven't been fortified.

As the nation watches politicians and bureaucrats promise to rapidly upgrade New Orleans' levees, the endless debate over flood control on the Pajaro River provides some cold, stark lessons.

The Morning Call (Allentown, Pa)
October 30, 2005

 
Mustard gas ordnance from off New Jersey shore is a mystery
Shells may have been dumped overboard during 1964 barge trip.

By John Bull
Special to The Morning Call

The ordnance that has shown up in driveways in Delaware and Maryland the past year originally was pulled from the sea in a clam dredging operation about 20 miles off the coast of New Jersey and in roughly 130 feet of water.

One piece discovered in a driveway was a 75 mm artillery shell from World War I filled with mustard gas in solid form.

The dump — east of Atlantic City — is on no nautical charts. The Army has no record of chemical weapons being dumped that close to the New Jersey shoreline.

The dump may have been created after World War I, when dumping often was in relatively shallow water.
