1. New York Times
July 20, 2006 
Senate Backs New Controls For Projects By Engineers 

By Felicity Barringer 

WASHINGTON, July 19 — The Senate voted Wednesday to put new controls on water projects of the Army Corps of Engineers, with proponents of the legislation repeatedly citing the experience of New Orleans, where corps-designed levees and waterways failed to protect the city from Hurricane Katrina.
The legislation, an amendment to a measure authorizing new corps projects, calls for the creation of independent panels of scientific and economic experts with authority to weigh in on projects under consideration by the corps. A decision to ignore the panel’s advice could be used against the corps in legal proceedings.
2. Associated Press 
July 20, 2006 

Senate Votes to Rein in Engineers Corps 

By H. JOSEF HEBERT, The Associated Press

WASHINGTON -- The Senate voted Wednesday to require the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to submit flood control projects for review by an outside panel after senators cited New Orleans levees as a tragic example of agency shortcomings.
The Corps historically has operated with little oversight except from a small number of lawmakers who control its budget, allowing _ according to its critics _ wasteful spending and a failure to focus on projects posing the greatest flooding risks.
3. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
July 20, 2006 

Senate OKs slap at corps in bill aimed at aiding Louisiana 

By Bruce Alpert, Washington bureau 
WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Senate on Wednesday approved a major water resources bill that authorizes $1.1 billion in coastal restoration programs for Louisiana and sets up streamlined procedures to authorize additional restoration and hurricane protections, while making the Army Corps of Engineers subject to independent oversight in the aftermath of the deadly levee failures during Hurricane Katrina. 
4. Associated Press 
July 20, 2006 

Senate approves measure to expand river locks 

After years of debate, the Senate on Wednesday overwhelmingly approved a massive waterway navigation bill that would double the size of locks on the upper Mississippi and Illinois rivers.

The measure also is designed to reform how the Army Corps of Engineers justifies major water construction projects, imposing a new system of peer review over an agency that has come under fire in the wake of levee failures during Hurricane Katrina.

5. Miami Herald 
July 20, 2006 

Bill with Everglades aid is passed by the Senate 

A long-stalled water project bill that includes more than $1 billion to restore the Everglades cleared the Senate on Wednesday and now must be reconciled with the House version.

Florida's two senators -- Democrat Bill Nelson and Republican Mel Martinez -- took the floor to support passage of the bill, with Nelson holding a bottle of greenish-brown water aloft and noting it was from the algae-choked St. Lucie River. The river would benefit from the Indian River restoration project contained in the bill.

6. Associated Press 
July 20, 2006 

Fort Bragg: 9 contractors investigated in immigration case 

Nine contractors at Fort Bragg are being investigated for hiring the 58 workers who were detained for trying to get onto the Army post with false documents, a Fort Bragg spokesman said.

Tom McCollum said Wednesday that he did not know the names of the contractors that are being investigation or what agency was conducting the investigation.

Twelve companies are working on major construction projects on Fort Bragg, and the post has a total of 56 construction projects under way, according to a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers spokesman.

7. Wall Street Journal
July 19, 2006

Iraq Lifts Oil Output In South 
New and Reopened Wells Reverse Declines, Show Fields' Potential 

By Chip Cummins and Hassan Hafidh 

Iraqi engineers have significantly lifted crude-oil output capacity in the country's southern fields, delivering a short-term shot in the arm to Baghdad's new government and underscoring its oil supply's vast geologic potential despite increasing sectarian violence and insurgency.
For more than three years, Iraq's oil industry has struggled to claw back production lost during the U.S.-led invasion and its chaotic aftermath. Iraq's northern fields still are largely bottled up, frustrating that aim for the time being. The recent output gains in the south come from new or long-shut-down wells that are flowing again, representing the first significant capacity gains since the fall of Saddam Hussein. The new additions have reversed a sharp decline in output starting late last year and continuing through the first two months of this year.
1, Knight-Ridder Business News 
July 19, 2006 

LOW WATER ON MISSISSIPPI WORRIES BARGE OPERATORS 

By Steve Whitworth 

Dredging already has begun on the Mississippi River near St. Louis because of low water levels, and the barge industry is preparing for possible restrictions on how many barges they can push in a single tow and how heavily they can be loaded. In fact, the U.S. Coast Guard issued a low-water safety advisory to the maritime industry last week, urging that heavy-draft vessels be moved off the Upper Mississippi and that tow sizes be limited. The advisory was rescinded late last week after a round of rainstorms in the river basin raised the water levels slightly.

2. Radio Iowa 
July 19, 2006 

Missouri River navigation season to be cut short

by Stella Shaffer

The navigation season on the Missouri River will be cut short this year because of the ongoing drought. Paul Johnston of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in Omaha says the lack of rain and low level of water in the river aren't hurting endangered species.

The piping plover and least tern are "in the midst of their nesting season as we speak," he says, and doing just fine. There are plenty of sandbars on the low river to nest on, and that's good for them -- though not good for people who want to float barges.

3. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
July 19, 2006 

Drainage forecast cut at London Ave. Canal 
Pumping woes mirror those at 17th St. Canal 
By Sheila Grissett, East Jefferson bureau 
The Army Corps of Engineers has reduced its target for pumping capacity in the damaged London Avenue Canal in the event it closes the canal's floodgates to block storm surge. 
The canal is designed to move rainwater runoff from New Orleans' midsection to Lake Pontchartrain at a rate of 8,000 cubic feet per second in normal times, and the corps had hoped to provide 4,300 cfs for periods when it closes the new floodgates. Now, however, corps officials say they doubt they can provide more than 2,800 cfs unless they figure out a way to add portable pumps to the canal. 
4. Boston Globe
July 19, 2006 
Price Tag To Rebuild Iraq Rises By $50B 
Auditor says US to pay most of tab 

By Bryan Bender, Globe Staff 

WASHINGTON -- The new Iraqi government will need about $50 billion in additional aid to rebuild the country's oil facilities and electrical grids to prewar levels, the US government's top auditor told Congress yesterday. And he warned that the United States is likely to have to pay the vast majority of it.
The funds would be on top of the roughly $30 billion that the United States has already committed to rebuild the war-torn country since the March 2003 invasion -- most of which has been spent. The estimate is also in addition to the steadily rising cost of the American military deployment in Iraq, which has topped $300 billion, according to the latest government figures.
5. New York Times Editorial 
July 19, 2006 

A Chance to Reform the Corps 
The Senate has a rare opportunity today to strike a blow for both fiscal sanity and environmental stewardship. It will consider several amendments that would bring a measure of discipline and independent oversight to the Army Corps of Engineers, a notoriously spendthrift agency with a history of answering to no one except a few members of Congress who control its purse strings.
The reputation of the Corps is now at a low ebb because of levee failures in New Orleans. But well before that debacle, studies by the National Academy of Sciences and others had found that the agency routinely inflated the economic payoffs of its construction projects to justify steadily greater budget outlays, while underestimating the environmental damage of those projects.
6. Akron Beacon Editorial 
July 19, 2006 

Rotten at the Corps; Congress should repair what Hurricane Katrina exposed Akron Beacon Journal 

Not only did Hurricane Katrina lay waste to the Southern Gulf Coast, it also revealed serious flaws in the way the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers does business. In the past five years, Louisiana has received more money for Corps projects than any other state, yet none of that $1.9 billion went to shore up New Orleans' levee system to withstand a catastrophic storm. In fact, the Corps' dredging of the Mississippi Delta actually funneled storm surge directly to the legendary city.

When the U.S. Senate votes today to authorize this year's projects for the Corps of Engineers, it has a chance to add a healthy measure of reform to a process that is, by almost all measures, laden with political pork and too often of questionable benefit.

7. New Orleans Times-Picayune Editorial
July 19, 2006  EDITORIAL: Tag, Florida, you're it! 


Using what you know about the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' failures in New Orleans, try to guess how that agency has responded to predictions that Florida's Herbert Hoover Dike is in imminent danger of collapsing and imperiling the lives of the 40,000 people who live near Lake Okeechobee. 
The answer won't surprise anyone here. The corps doesn't think the problem is all that bad.  During a 1928 hurricane a broken dike around the lake contributed to one of the worst national disasters in this country's history, and a new report ordered by the South Florida Water Management District says that the current dike has a 1 in 6 chance of failing at any time. 
1. Virginian-Pilot 
July 18, 2006 

Activists again sue over King William Reservoir

By SCOTT HARPER,

Three environmental groups sued the Army Corps of Engineers on Monday, asking a federal judge to revoke a corps-issued permit allowing construction of the controversial King William Reservoir.
The 12.2 billion-gallon reservoir is being sought to meet the drinking water needs of the Peninsula for at least the next 50 years. The $240 million project is touted by sponsors as a key to growth and economic vitality but vilified by opponents as unnecessary and destructive to wetlands, fish stocks and American Indian culture.
Attorneys from the Southern Environmental Law Center filed their lawsuit in U.S. District Court in Washington. The law center is representing the Sierra Club, the Chesapeake Bay Foundation and the Alliance to Save the Mattaponi - activist groups that have fought the waterworks project for more than a decade.
State courts have consistently defeated legal challenges to the reservoir, saying the chief sponsor, Newport News Waterworks, has satisfied all concerns and obtained its required permits.
One state case still pending contends that the project might violate a historic treaty with the Mattaponi Indian tribe, which holds reservation land near the proposed 1,500-acre site.
2. Omaha World-Herald 
July 17, 2006 

Plack remembered for big heart, smile 

BY JUDITH NYGREN AND KATIE BACKMAN, World Herald Staff Writers 
Doug Plack lived in a way that will leave an impression on allwho knew him. 

With his smile, his warmth and his big heart, Plack made a difference in the lives of his family, Omaha co-workers and Ralston neighbors, said the Rev. Robert Folkers, who presided at Plack's funeral Monday.
Plack, 51, was chief of the military programs branch of the Omaha district of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. He was shot to death last week as he walked to his downtown office.
Police say a former corps employee, Steven L. Peterson, 44, shot him. Peterson died the next day, possibly after poisoning himself.
More than 1,200 people filled bleachers and folding chairs in the Ralston High School gymnasium, one of the few places in the community large enough to hold the funeral of a man known for living large.
Among those attending were his family; the friends of his three children; co-workers from Omaha and across the country; Ralston Mayor Don Groesser; State Sen. Pam Redfield; other community leaders, friends and relatives.
3. Reuters 
July 18, 2006 

Senate to Consider $11.7 Billion Waterways Bill 
WASHINGTON (Reuters) – The U.S. Senate is set to vote this week on an $11.7 billion waterways bill that would fund construction of new mammoth locks on the Mississippi and Illinois rivers to speed barge traffic for grain, petroleum, cement and other bulk materials.
Aides to key sponsors of the legislation said an agreement had been reached to limit amendments to keep debate on the bill from eating up too much time as the Senate races to finish business before an August recess.
4. Miami Herald Editorial 
July 17, 2006 

Corps overhaul is good for Florida

OUR OPINION: CHANGES WOULD ENSURE FUNDING FOR THE MOST NEEDED ENGINEERING PROJECTS

A bipartisan Senate proposal to overhaul the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers deserves approval to eliminate some of Congress' most nefarious pork-barrel spending and improve the process that determines which projects are worthwhile. The Corps builds and maintains the nation's navigable waterways, flood-control programs and environmental restoration projects like the monumental Everglades replumbing
The overhaul, cosponsored by Sens. Russ Feingold, D-Wisc., and John McCain, R-Ariz., is an amendment to the Water Resources Planning and Modernization Act.
5. Washington Post 
July 18, 2006 

House GOP Orders From the Values Menu 
By Jonathan Weisman 

The Middle East may be careening toward all-out war, Iraq may continue to boil and oil prices may be nearing record highs, but Congress has social policy -- and a hefty dose of political calculation -- on its mind this week.
The House, acting on what Republican leaders call their "American Values Agenda," will vote today on an amendment to ban same-sex marriage, then move on to legislation protecting the Pledge of Allegiance from pesky federal judges. As early as Wednesday night, House members are likely to vote to sustain President Bush's first veto -- on a bill expected to pass the Senate today to fund federal embryonic stem cell research.
6. Concord (NH) Monitor Editorial 
July 18, 2006 

Put a stop to Corps of Engineers boondoggles 

The U.S. Senate voted overwhelming last week to replace FEMA, a federal agency whose name became inextricably linked to failure in the days and months after Hurricane Katrina, with a new agency. The Emergency Management Authority will remain under the umbrella of the Department of Homeland Security, but unlike FEMA, it will report to both Homeland Security and to the president. 
7. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
July 18, 2006 

Louisiana coast plans face review today 
Senators are divided over corps oversight 
By Bruce Alpert, Washington bureau 
WASHINGTON -- A water resources bill to be debated on the Senate floor today would authorize the first five projects in a massive effort to reverse the loss of coastline and wetlands that make south Louisiana more susceptible to flooding, while setting up a streamlined process to approve priority hurricane protection projects. 
Under new language added to the Water Resources Development Act, projects recommended by the Army Corps of Engineers and a new Louisiana Water Resources Council for flood protection wouldn't need to be authorized by votes of the full House and Senate. Instead, the projects could get the required authorization by votes of the two committees with jurisdiction over the corps: the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee and the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure. 
|
8. The Advocate (Baton Rouge) 
July 18, 2006 

Groups: Corps needs priorities, review 

By AMY WOLD

Hurricane Katrina showed that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers should change how it chooses, designs and builds projects, participants in a telephone conference said Monday.
Environmental and policy groups said the upcoming discussion of and possible U.S. Senate vote on the Water Resources Development Act could help or hinder changes, depending on which amendments the Senate chooses.
USACE NEWS: 
1. Palm Beach Post 
July 16, 2006 

The Lake O dike: 20 years of warnings 

By Robert P. King, Palm Beach Post Staff Writer 

Two months ago, the Army Corps of Engineers reacted with anger when state consultants called the Herbert Hoover Dike "a grave and imminent danger" to human life.
The consultants likened the leak-prone dike around Lake Okeechobee to the levees that failed in New Orleans during Hurricane Katrina, saying only heroic repairs had staved off similar disasters in the Glades. The corps' leader in Florida, Col. Robert Carpenter, denounced those words as "sensationalism," "cavalier," even "downright irresponsible."
2. Government Executive 
July 13, 2006 

Protest filed over Army Corps decision to keep IT work in-house 

By Jenny Mandel 

The sole private sector bidder on an Army Corps of Engineers information technology contract has lodged a protest after the award was announced in favor of the in-house team. 
Northrop Grumman Corp., which entered the public-private competition for about 1,100 information management and technology jobs nationwide, filed its protest with the Corps on July 5, a company spokeswoman said. 
3. Engineering News Record 
July 10, 2006 

Extreme Rains Test East Coast Systems
New levees hold back floodwaters in Wilkes-Barre but roads, bridges take a beating 

By Tom Sawyer, Tom Armistead and Pam Hunter 
Meteorologists say the torrential rains and severe, widespread flooding that ravaged the Northeast in the last week of June and left at least 15 dead in Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia and New York were the result of a record-setting weather pattern not likely to be repeated soon. 
Officials who spent a white-knuckle week monitoring levees, dams, bridges and flood control systems straining under the load of more than 10 inches of rain in some locations may take consolation from the National Weather Service’s pronouncement of the extreme nature of the event. Nevertheless, cleanup, repairs and questions will remain long after the waters recede. 
4. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
July 15, 2006 

Corps works quickly to fell trees 
Few will be spared on East Jeff lakefront 
By Sheila Grissett, East Jefferson bureau 
Working at lightning speed, contractors Thursday cut about 75 percent of the trees targeted for removal along the East Jefferson lakefront by an Army Corps of Engineers plan designed to reduce the possibility of levee failures during future hurricanes. 
The Army Corps of Engineers says the trees must be removed to reduce the possibility of levee failures. But the news that 360 trees were to be cut in Metairie and Kenner, followed by the removal of 20 to 30 live oaks and pines on the New Orleans lakefront, has angered community leaders and elected officials who said the corps failed to explain their plan before cutting began early Tuesday. 
5. Wall Street Journal 
July 15, 2006 

Levying the Blame 
Nearly a year after a hurricane ravaged a city and the finger-pointing began, two books dissect the destruction and the government's response
By TOM BETHELL

Breach of Faith
By Jed Horne
Random House, 412 pages, $25.95 

The Great Deluge
By Douglas Brinkley
William Morrow, 716 pages, $29.95 

Hurricane Katrina was a Category 3 storm by the time it came ashore last August. Forty years earlier, Hurricane Betsy, also Category 3, struck slightly to the west of New Orleans. In 1969 came Hurricane Camille, a Category 5, with Mississippi taking the brunt of the violence from the most powerful hurricane ever recorded in this country. But unlike those 1960s storms, Hurricane Katrina succeeded in destroying New Orleans's levees.
Much of the city is below sea level, and in Louisiana about 1,100 people died, many of them New Orleans residents. (The U.S. hurricane that took the most lives hit Galveston, Texas, in 1900, killing about 8,000.) The conventional wisdom about what ensued was established by countless headlines making variations on the same point: Katrina revealed the true nature of the Bush administration -- indifferent to the plight of the poor and no doubt racist. Federal relief was tardy and reluctant, or so the stories went, with President Bush, the Federal Emergency Management Agency and its director at the time, Michael Brown, as the main culprits.
6. Washington Post Commentary 
July 17, 2006 

Katrina Compounded 

By Jennifer Moses

BATON ROUGE -- It may not be front-page news in the nation's capital, but here in south Louisiana, where it still seems as if every other house has a FEMA trailer parked in its front yard, the recent release of the Army Corps of Engineers' interim hurricane protection plan dominated headlines, and not just because the report cost $20 million. What, after all, is $20 million in a national climate of want more, spend more? No, the real problem is simply this: The report, despite its hefty price tag, is useless.

7. New Orleans Times-Picayune Editorial 
July 16, 2006 

Counting on corps reform 

Louisiana urgently needs hurricane protection and coastal restoration projects contained in the Water Resources Development Act, and for that reason alone it's critical for Congress to move on this long-delayed measure. 
But Louisiana's fortunes are also tied, for better or worse, to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Efforts to reform the agency are critical for this state, which -- after the levee failures during Hurricane Katrina -- could serve as the poster child for the corps' shortcomings. 
Congress is four years overdue in adopting a new water resources bill, in part because of disagreements over corps reform. But the Senate is expected to vote on the measure this week, and Sens. Mary Landrieu and David Vitter need to do more than push for crucial Louisiana projects. They need to push for changes that will make the corps a better, more responsible agency in the future. 
The best chance for changing the way the corps operates is through reforms sought by Sens. John McCain and Russ Feingold. They're offering two amendments to the water resources bill. One would establish independent review of corps projects from planning and design to construction. The other would require corps projects to be ranked in importance based on three national priorities: flood and storm damage reduction, navigation and environmental restoration. 
While the McCain-Feingold amendments won't fix everything that's wrong with the corps, Louisiana stands to benefit from both proposed changes. 
8. San Francisco Chronicle 
July 17, 2006 

A Bridge to Somewhere 

IT'S NOT the most glamorous or hotly contested issues in Washington these days, but the outcome could determine how judiciously billions of tax dollars are spent, how well the environment is safeguarded -- and how well the public is protected from natural disasters.

The U.S. Senate this week is expected to take up a proposal by Sens. John McCain, R-Ariz., and Russell Feingold, D-Wis., to reform the process for selecting and reviewing projects by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The McCain-Feingold measure would reduce the ability of members of Congress to stuff their pet projects into the Corps of Engineers budget -- a practice known as "earmarking."

Under the McCain-Feingold reform, priorities for corps projects of more than $40 million would be determined through an independent review and approval by a Cabinet-level committee and engineering and design plans would be subject to independent examination.

9. Sun-Sentinel (Fort Lauderdale, Florida) 
July 17, 2006 

REFORM NEEDED FOR PROJECT LIST 

The U.S. Senate is set to decide in the next few days whether to reform or concede to a fiscal outrage akin to the infamous "bridge to nowhere." Few taxpayers know about it, though billions in public funds hang in the balance.

The Water Resources Development Act funds the Army Corps of Engineers, the nation's chief flood protection builder, but with a troubled history of promoting wasteful and unnecessary projects.

The Water Resources bill headed to the Senate floor by Tuesday night is a public scandal. It is laden with lawmakers' pet projects that are often economically unjustifiable and environmentally destructive.

10. Bangor Daily News Editorial 
July 15, 2006 

Army Corps Reform 

In its report on Hurricane Katrina, the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee, chaired by Sen. Susan Collins, recommends more independent review of Army Corps of Engineers construction of levees like those that failed in New Orleans. Such reviews are also supported by the National Academy of Sciences and the American Society of Civil Engineers.

With the Army Corps this week proposing a massive levee system across Louisiana to protect from future hurricanes and major reconstruction work being planned around New Orleans, now is the time for Congress to make these recommendations a reality.

11. July 17, 2006
The Philadelphia Inquirer 

Inundated by politics

By Wilson L. Barto Sr.

For the third time in less than two years, the Delaware River has flooded two states - from the Poconos to the Philadelphia suburbs. Millions of residents along the waterway have alternately suffered muddy cleanups and droughts, while salty water from the Delaware Bay has advanced upstream, dangerously close to intakes for Philadelphia's drinking water.

The river's uncontrolled state can be blamed on politics as much as nature. During the whirlwind of environmentalism that swept the country during the 1970s, the Delaware River became the focus of a searing battle. The consequences can still be felt today.

12. Omaha World-Herald
Thursday, July 13, 2006 
Man tied to shooting had worked for victim 
By Katie Backman and Jennifer Greff 
Douglas A. Plack was one of Steven L. Peterson's bosses at the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
What other connection the two men may have had was unclear to family and co-workers as they struggled with the slaying of the 51-year-old Plack on Wednesday.
Plack was shot and killed near 16th and Cass Streets as he walked to his office at 15th and Dodge Streets. Moments later, police found Peterson, 44, unconscious near a car about a block away in a parking lot across from Pettit's Pastry. Witnesses said the 1996 Ford Contour - registered to Peterson - was used by the gunman.
Peterson remained at Creighton University Medical Center this morning. The hospital was not releasing his condition or what he was being treated for.
Police have said that Peterson had no visible injuries when he was rushed to the hospital with a life-threatening condition.
13. Omaha World Herald 
Friday, July 14, 2006 

Police say shooting suspect has died 

BY JUDITH NYGREN 

Steven L. Peterson, the 44-year-old Ralston man accused of gunning down a former boss, died this morning.  Omaha police say they don't know what led to Peterson's collapse near the scene of Wednesday's slaying of Doug Plack, a 51-year-old U.S. Army Corps of Engineers supervisor.
An autopsy will be performed this morning to determine Peterson's cause of death. 

Peterson shot Plack about 7:15 a.m. as Plack walked to his office at 15th and Dodge Streets. A witness said he heard gunshots and looked over to see two men struggling. The men were less than five feet apart when one of the men fired a gun at the other. The shooting victim was trying to get away when the gunman shot again. Then, the gunman stood over the other man and shot him in the head.
Plack was one of Peterson's bosses at the Corps of Engineers before Peterson was let go during a round of job cuts in 1999. Police said Thursday that they had found evidence that Peterson had Plack under surveillance.
