1. Mideast Stars and Stripes
October 19, 2006 
Engineers Plan To Double Number Of Construction Projects In Afghanistan Region 

By Jeff Schogol, Stars and Stripes 

ARLINGTON, Va. — U.S. engineers plan to hit the gas on reconstruction in Afghanistan, with double the number of projects in the region planned for this fiscal year, said Lt. Gen. Carl Strock, head of the Army Corps of Engineers.

The Afghan Engineer District has plans for about 600 reconstruction projects, officials said. 

The engineering district conducts construction and engineering projects in Central Asia including Afghanistan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and Pakistan, officials said.

2. Associated Press 
October 19, 2006 

General says U.S. military to double Afghan rebuilding this year 

Washington -- Racing to shore up Afghan popular support, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is doubling its reconstruction effort in the war-ravaged country, the general in charge said Wednesday. 

Lt. Gen. Carl Strock, commander of the Corps, also said Afghans' frustration with past progress owes in part to their unrealistic expectations of what the U.S.-led coalition could accomplish after the 2001 ouster of the Taliban regime. 

Strock's comments to Defense Department reporters followed a warning by British Gen. David Richards, NATO commander in Afghanistan, that Afghans could turn their allegiance to a resurgent Taliban if they do not see better progress in security, rebuilding and governance in the next six months. Richards on Tuesday gave reporters some details of a NATO plan for operations on those issues this winter. 
3. Sports Illustrated (si.com) 
October 18, 2006 

Rollin' With U.S. Army Corps of Engineers officials in New Orleans 

By Michael Silver :  On a gorgeous Saturday in New Orleans, I woke up early to sip lattes with Saints coach Sean Payton at the team's training facility. I had lunch on St. Charles Avenue with halfback Deuce McAllister and dinner (and a prime spot for Cal football viewing) at a Warehouse District bar with linebacker Scott Fujita, his wife, Jaclyn, his brother, Jason, their buddy Mike and practice squad receiver Chase Lyman. We ended up at Scott and Jaclyn's killer condo two floors up from one owned by famed restaurateur Emeril Lagasse, standing out on their spacious deck and staring down at the revelers below.

4. MSNBC  October 19, 2006 

Army Corps proposes easing Gulf wetlands rule 
Anger greets plan to let developers skip permits to speed Katrina recovery 

By Mike Stuckey, Senior news editor -- MSNBC 

Federal wetlands regulators have dropped a bombshell on environmentalists with a little-publicized proposal to relax restrictions on filling in certain wetlands along the entire Mississippi Gulf Coast to speed recovery from Hurricane Katrina.
“It’s unethical, illegal, immoral, unsustainable and they’re simply doing it to make the fat cats richer faster,” said Derrick Evans, executive director of a Gulfport, Miss., community group that plans to fight the proposal by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
5. GovExec.com 
October 19, 2006 

CSRS retirees to get 3.3 percent pension bump 
By Karen Rutzick

Federal retirees in the Civil Service Retirement System will receive a 3.3 percent larger pension check in 2007. 
The government unveiled next year's cost-of-living allowance Wednesday. It is based on the change in the Labor Department's Consumer Price Index for urban wage earners from the third quarter of one year to the same quarter of the next. 
1. Honolulu Advertiser 
October 18, 2006 

Army Corps of Engineers assists with damage inventory 

Advertiser Staff 
Honolulu District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is deploying a nine-man structural assistance team to the Big Island at the request of Federal Emergency Management Agency to provide technical assistance to local and state officials in assessing earthquake-related damage to infrastructure, including roads and bridges. 

2. St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
October 18, 2006 

Drought shuts down Missouri River barges early 

By Rebecca Roussell, ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH 

For the fourth year in a row, commercial navigation on the Missouri River will be halted before the normal end of the shipping season on Dec. 1 because of the low water level.

The closure of the Missouri, starting today by order of the Army Corps of Engineers, comes at the peak time for barge operators, especially those that carry grains.

A persistent drought is the culprit.


3. United Press International 
October 16, 2006 

Security limits Iraq construction review 

By Pamela Hess 

After a series of critical reports, the special inspector general for Iraq reconstruction has reviewed a building project that worked: a courthouse in Baghdad. 

However, the report highlights how dangerous Baghdad has become for Americans and any Iraqis seen to be cooperating with them -- the inspectors could not visit the site personally to review the construction.


4. Ft. Wayne (IN) News-Sentinel Editorial
October 18, 2006 
Keeping an eye on the corps 
McClatchy-Tribune News Service 
The following editorial appeared in the Chicago Tribune on Saturday, Oct. 14: 
In the governmental soul-searching that followed Hurricane Katrina, the Army Corps of Engineers took much of the blame for the failure of floodwalls and levees to protect New Orleans from a catastrophe. Since then calls have increased for an independent review of the corps' notoriously expensive projects.

A new water resources bill working its way through Congress included a measure that would have imposed that long-overdue oversight of the corps' massive and expensive projects. Unfortunately lawmakers failed to complete work on the bill before they adjourned and headed home to campaign for re-election.

5. Houston Chronicle Blogs
October 17, 2006 
I wrote a letter to Michael Chertoff today. Sort of. 
By Eric Berger 
If you read any of the storm-related weather stories on chron.com Monday, chances are I wrote them. Knowing that inclement weather was a possibility, I woke up before 6 a.m. and followed the developing story all day.

By midafternoon I had received a couple of e-mails from a press secretary for U.S. Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee, a Houston Democrat. She represents parts of north Houston, the 18th district. Lee wanted to visit with me to share her concerns about the day's events.

6. Washington Post 
October 18, 2006 

Military Honors for a Changing Front
New Rules Reflect Dangers of Iraq And Afghanistan 
By Josh White 
The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan not only have changed the methods U.S. troops use to fight an urban insurgency, they also have caused the U.S. military services to change the way they look at honoring troops who are fighting on the difficult battlefields.

The Marine Corps this year changed the rules that determine which Marines are eligible for the Combat Action Ribbon, an honor that previously required troops to both receive and return fire against an enemy. Recognizing that the deadliest and most effective enemy weapon in Iraq has been the roadside bomb, officials changed the criteria to include anyone who has been exposed to the detonation of such bombs, known within the military as improvised explosive devices.

7. Wall Street Journal 
October 18, 2006 

This Military Basic Training Is in Art 

By DANIEL GRANT

Fort Meade, Md. 
Few military jobs are as dull as barracks duty, where a soldier's main requirement is to stay awake for hours on end, checking IDs and making sure everyone is behaving. To keep herself from falling asleep, Marine Cpl. Annette Kyriakides Spurgeon "doodled." 

Actually, it was probably a little higher level drawing than that, because "someone saw me sketching, and that person told someone else, and it went up the chain of command." Within weeks, Cpl. Spurgeon was assigned to the military's Defense Information School (known as Dinfos) at Fort Meade, Md., where she received training to be an artist.

1. Charleston (WV) Gazette 
October 17, 2006 
Mining case ruling not expected soon

By Ken Ward Jr.

A federal judge won’t rule in the latest mountaintop removal case until lawyers for both sides have filed more legal briefs and made more arguments in court.

Last week, U.S. District Judge Robert C. Chambers wrapped up trial in the case that challenges valley fill permits issued by the federal Army Corps of Engineers.

Chambers heard about 32 hours of testimony over six days, starting Oct. 3 and concluding Thursday. 
Now, the judge has given lawyers for both sides time to file additional legal briefs based on the trial testimony. 
Lawyers for environmental groups have until Nov. 3 to file their briefs. Lawyers for the corps and the coal industry have until Nov. 17 to respond.

2. Dallas Morning News 
October 17, 2006 

UT-Dallas leader says failure of levees holds leadership lessons 
He'll discuss his review of Corps of Engineers' work in New Orleans 

By RANDY LEE LOFTIS 

When the Army Corps of Engineers began evaluating what went wrong with New Orleans' levees during Hurricane Katrina, University of Texas at Dallas President David E. Daniel got his chance to peer into one of history's worst engineering failures. 

Dr. Daniel, an engineer, chaired a 14-member panel formed by the American Society of Civil Engineers that examined the corps' review, making sure the official version was credible. 

"They wisely decided it would be a really good idea to have an external group look over their shoulder to review their work," he said. "Perhaps they were concerned that no one 

3. Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel
October 17, 2006 
Last line of defense 
A beefed-up electrical barrier to keep Asian carp out of Lake Michigan runs into money and safety trouble and can't be turned on. Flooding could render it useless. Is ecological disaster inevitable?
By DAN EGAN 
Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley knew he looked out of place in the downtown Hyatt conference room back in the spring of 2003. The Chicago hotel was crawling with engineers, biologists and environmentalists who had gathered to draft a plan to keep Asian carp from gobbling their way up the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal and into the Great Lakes.

4. Sacramento Bee
October 17, 2006 
Levee woes pile up 
El Niño raises concern as crews rush to make critical repairs at more than 70 new Central Valley sites. 
By Matt Weiser 
State and federal officials have identified at least 71 more damaged levee sections throughout the Central Valley that could fail this winter, and in an unusual step they plan to undertake repairs lasting well into the worst of the rainy season.

5. New Orleans Times-Picayune
October 17, 2006 
Corps to stop picking up debris New Orleans has until end of the year 
By Bruce Eggler 
Although thousands of homes in New Orleans still need to be gutted, the Army Corps of Engineers will stop collecting storm-related debris throughout New Orleans at the end of the year, city Sanitation Director Veronica White said Monday. 

6. St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Oct. 14 2006 
Five years after the U.S. invasion, we revisit Afghanistan
By Phillip O’Connor 

KABUL, AFGHANISTAN

On a recent morning, Maj. Mark Roper and a squad of National Guard soldiers moved out through the security barricades that protect Camp Phoenix, a major U.S. military base here. Roper, a civil affairs officer, planned to visit a handful of U.S.-funded reconstruction projects in the surrounding town of Udh Kheyl and figure out what else America can do to help rebuild a country devastated by three decades of war.

Over the next three hours, Roper, 48, a tall, broad-chested Oklahoman with close-cropped hair, visited two mosques, a power plant and a school.

The inspection tour provided evidence that in the five years since American and other coalition forces toppled the Taliban government, some progress is being made to rebuild the nation's shattered infrastructure.


7. Inter Press News Agency 
October 16, 2006 

PANAMA: Campaign to Expand Canal Spares No Expense

By María Mercedes de la Guardia

PANAMA CITY, Oct 16 (IPS) - With just a few days to go before the Oct. 22 referendum on the future of the Panama Canal, polls are forecasting a resounding victory for the "Yes" vote in favour of expanding the waterway.

In a voting simulation organised by the Dichter & Neira polling company involving 1,758 people, 79 percent said they would vote for the government's plan to widen the inter-oceanic canal by adding a third set of locks, and 21 percent said "No" to the proposal, according to the La Prensa newspaper.
8. San Diego Union-Tribune
October 16, 2006 
Fewer Embeds Reporting With U.S. Military 
BAGHDAD, Iraq – The number of embedded journalists reporting alongside U.S. troops in Iraq has dropped to its lowest level even as the conflict heats up in Baghdad and in the U.S. political campaign.

The number of journalists reporting assigned to U.S. military units in Iraq has settled to below two dozen. Late last month, it fell to 11, its lowest, and has rebounded only slightly.

1. Ft. Myers News-Press Editorial 
October 16, 2006 

Corps of Engineers progressing on dike
Katrina lessons applied in Lake O reinforcement project. 

By Col. Paul L. Grosskruger 
As the commander of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District, I know many people are interested in the Herbert Hoover Dike.

Here is an update of the latest developments regarding our work to strengthen the dike.

An independent technical review panel has just completed an evaluation of our project design.

2. The Advocate (Baton Rouge, LA)
October 16, 2006 
Our Views: Corps watchdogs are branching out 
It’s not surprising that New Orleans is home to Levees.Org, a nonprofit advocacy group established to act as a watchdog over the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The work of the corps came under intense criticism after the New Orleans levee breaks prompted by Hurricane Katrina.

What is perhaps more interesting is that Levees.Org is opening satellite offices in Florida and California. 


3. New Orleans CityBusiness 
October 16, 2006 

Why Stay? 
New Orleanians tell CityBusiness why they’re not giving up on the city 

by Deon Roberts

Deciding to stay in southeast Louisiana is tough enough after your home floods and members of your extended family move away. 

But for Carol Burdine, the decision is complicated by her employer — the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, a government agency held in wide disdain since Hurricane Katrina broke through Corps-built floodwalls and levees. 


4. Mideast Stars and Stripes 
October 16, 2006 

Army Corps of Engineers gets new leader in Gulf
            
Brigadier Gen. Michael J. Walsh took command of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Gulf Region Division in Baghdad from Maj. Gen. William H. McCoy on Saturday. 
Walsh has served as commander of the South Atlantic Division since June 2004, overseeing engineering, construction and real estate activities for the Army and Air Force in the southeastern United States, Latin America and the Caribbean. Before that he was the corps’ chief of staff.
5. GovExec.com 
October 13, 2006 

Iraq reconstruction failures tied to contracting breakdowns 
By Jenny Mandel 

Contracting problems have hamstrung reconstruction efforts in Iraq, raising questions about how the government can adapt its procurement system to effectively address unforeseen circumstances, according to a panel that examined the role procurement has played in the Iraq reconstruction effort. 
T. Christian Miller, author of Blood Money: Wasted Billions, Lost Lives, and Corporate Greed in Iraq, Special Inspector General for Iraq Reconstruction Stuart Bowen and Katherine Schinasi, Government Accountability Office managing director for acquisition and sourcing management, spoke at a Friday event on the reconstruction effort. The panel was organized by the George Washington University Government Procurement Law Program. 

6. Atlanta Journal-Constitution
October 15, 2006

Iraq Rebuilding Plan Redrawn 

By Larry Kaplow, Cox International Correspondent 

Camp Speicher, Iraq -- U.S. and Iraqi officials have embarked on a new strategy to reconstruct the country, even as American money for the effort dries up.

Over the past year, the U.S. Embassy has formed teams of soldiers, civilians and engineers sent to provinces to help "coach" local Iraqi officials in choosing and managing projects.

Officials promise the new approach will be more coordinated and popular than the previous top-down, haphazard efforts at reconstruction.

7. Boston Globe
October 16, 2006

US Contractors In Iraq Face Peril, Neglect 
Draw fire overseas, lack support at home 

By Farah Stockman, Globe Staff 

WASHINGTON -- To many Americans, private contractors in Iraq have become a terrible symbol of a terrible war: from charred bodies hanging from a bridge in Fallujah, to interrogators at Abu Ghraib, to corruption in the reconstruction effort.

Yet tens of thousands of contractors, hired in unprecedented numbers to avoid the use of more US troops in a variety of tasks, toil quietly in vital and dangerous missions. They are a hidden story of this war, uncounted in the military death toll, unremembered with medals of valor, unwelcome at veterans hospitals, and unassisted in their often difficult re entries home.

New Orleans Times-Picayune: VP hails strides in work on N.O. levees
Demo panel derides visit as partisan PR
 
By James Varney

Vice President Dick Cheney, in his second visit to New Orleans since Hurricane Katrina, pronounced himself impressed with the city's plugged levees but acknowledged the flood control system and the city's recovery remained far from complete. Cheney worked in meetings with local businessmen and Army Corps of Engineers officers around his appearance at a Republican fund-raiser at the World Trade Center. While that schedule was criticized as slapdash and phony by Democratic party leaders in Washington, administration officials insisted the visit carried much more than partisan sheen. 

Los Angeles Times: In Iraq, U.S. Touts Provincial Reconstruction Teams as a Model
By Doug Smith, Times Staff Writer

TIKRIT, Iraq — U.S. Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad flew to the hometown of deposed Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein on Thursday to pitch a joint civilian and military project as the model for this battered country's reconstruction.

In a muted ceremony on a U.S. base in this northern city, Khalilzad inaugurated the reconstruction team for Salahuddin province, the last of seven teams the U.S. has established. In addition, Britain, Italy and South Korea are sponsoring a team each.
Associated Press: Guilty Plea in Kuwait Bribery Case 
SAVANNAH, Ga. (AP) -- A former employee of the Army Corps of Engineers pleaded guilty Thursday to taking almost $50,000 in bribes from a Kuwaiti real estate agent while working to get apartments for U.S. personnel, officials said.
Gheevarghese Pappen, 62, was charged with wire fraud in a March indictment by a federal grand jury in Savannah.
For Situational Awareness
New York Times: Expert Federal Panel Urges New Look at Land Use Along Coasts in Effort to Reduce Erosion 
By Cornelia Dean

Unless there are major changes in the regulation of land use along the United States’ sheltered coasts, many landscapes in the nation’s estuaries, bays, lagoons and mudflats will be damaged or destroyed by erosion, an expert panel reported yesterday.
The panel said a rising sea level was accelerating erosion on these coasts, even as more and more people seek to live along them. Seawalls, bulkheads and other engineered barriers can offer short-term protection from erosion, the experts said, but long term they often result in the loss of landscapes vital for birds, fish and shellfish and important for their recreational and aesthetic value. 

New York Times Book Review: Behind Baghdad Walls, Rosy Plans in the Green Zone 
By Michiko Kakutuni

The Emerald City in Rajiv Chandrasekaran’s revealing new book is not the fabled metropolis in Oz, but the Green Zone in Baghdad, headquarters for the American occupation in Iraq. And yet, as Mr. Chandrasekaran tells it, the walled-off, heavily guarded enclave, centered around Saddam Hussein’s Republican Palace, became as much a fantasyland as anything dreamed up by L. Frank Baum, a place where members of the Coalition Provisional Authority lived in a shiny bubble cut off from the grim realities of Baghdad and the rest of Iraq, a place where the air-conditioning and electricity worked, where Americans wearing “Bush-Cheney 2004” T-shirts could feast on pork and guzzle beer. 

1. New York Times
October 12, 2006 
U.S. Agency Cites Flaws In Another Iraqi Construction Project 

By James Glanz 

The American-financed rebuilding of an Iraqi police headquarters that was meant to show a new approach to reconstruction has instead turned out to be rife with shoddy construction and is exposing security forces to unnecessary risk, a federal oversight agency said yesterday.

The criticism has come in the midst of an intensive American push to train and equip a police force capable of restoring order to Iraq’s increasingly violent streets.

The headquarters project, in the ethnically divided and volatile northern city of Mosul, is the second police-related contract to face harsh criticism recently. Two weeks ago, the same oversight agency told Congress of grotesque plumbing failures and other problems at a $72 million police college in Baghdad.

2. Washington Post 
October 12, 2006 

Further Study of Chemicals Expected
Health Analysis In Spring Valley 

By Susan Levine, Washington Post Staff Writer

The Johns Hopkins University professor heading a review of the health hazards linked to World War I-era munitions in Spring Valley says more assessment of the Northwest neighborhood likely will be needed to determine whether the materials affected residents' well-being.

Thomas A. Burke, one of the directors of the Johns Hopkins Risk Sciences and Public Policy Institute, briefed the restoration advisory board to the multimillion-dollar federal and local cleanup project Tuesday night. His team expects to complete the review in March but likely will recommend additional study.


3. Orlando Sentinel 
October 12, 2006 

Back to nature on the Kissimmee River 
Mountains move for wildlife-rich marshes 

Daphne Sashin, Sentinel Staff Writer

ON THE KISSIMMEE RIVER -- Back and forth, all day long, mammoth yellow dump trucks take on loads of dirt from the 10-foot-high mound that's been sitting next to the Kissimmee River for 40 years, left behind by dredges that turned the once-meandering river into a straight-walled canal.

One by one, they drive to the river's edge and dump the soil so bulldozers can push it into the water.
4. New Orleans Times-Picayune Editorial 
October 12, 2006 

Waterworld 

Hurricanes Katrina and Rita proved just how dire Louisiana's coastal erosion crisis is: people and property were more exposed to destructive storm surge because of wetlands loss. 

But the storms didn't merely illustrate the emergency. They made it worse. A new U.S. Geological Survey study compared satellite images from 2004 with those taken last October. The photographs showed that 217 square miles had been converted into what looked like open water. 


5. Reading (PA) Eagle -Editorial
October 11, 2006 
Corps of Engineers needs review panel 
The Issue: A conference committee fails to reconcile separate versions of the Water Resources Development Act. 
Our Opinion: Provisions would have added much needed reforms. 
In the soul-searching by the Army Corp of Engineers in the wake of the failure of the levees in New Orleans, corps officials have considered using outside engineers to review more of its projects in the planning stage and during construction.

That's not a bad idea, but unless those outside engineers are given the authority to demand changes, halt projects and set priorities, its a hollow gesture.


6. GovExec.com
October 11, 2006 
Army pursues risky bid for boost in funding 
By Megan Scully 
Top Army officers are clamoring for a larger share of the overall Defense budget in a move that could upset the delicate balance in annual spending allocations to the military services. They want to put their heavily deployed branch on par financially with the larger annual Air Force and Navy spending accounts for the first time since the creation of the Air Force almost 60 years ago.

Army Chief of Staff Peter Schoomaker said Wednesday the service needs $138.8 billion in its base fiscal 2008 budget -- $25 billion more than Pentagon leaders outlined for the Army in budget guidance sent to the services and defense agencies earlier this year.

1. Associated Press 
October 11, 2006 

Parsons Corp. Under Fire for Iraq Work 
LOS ANGELES (AP) -- For years, Parsons Corp. has profited from a steady stream of U.S. government contracts for everything from disposing of hazardous weapons material to rebuilding hospitals, highways and other big-ticket infrastructure.
Led by a retired Army colonel, the low-profile engineering giant has remained under the radar of most public interest groups and oversight bodies to become a key player in the reconstruction of Iraq, with contracts worth about $2 billion.
2. Tallahassee Democrat 
October 11, 2006 

State to remove Apalachicola sand pile

By Bruce Ritchie, DEMOCRAT STAFF WRITER 

A massive pile of sand dumped along the Apalachicola River is going to be removed as part of a state restoration project. 

The restoration site was one of 10 large dump sites used by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for sand that was dredged to maintain the river's shipping channel. There also are 114 smaller disposal sites along the river. 

3. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
October 11, 2006 

Hurricanes claimed 217 miles of state's coast 

By Mark Schleifstein, Staff writer

Hurricanes Katrina and Rita ripped away 217 miles of Louisiana’s fragile coastline, turning it from land to water overnight, accelerating a process that already posed grave threats to coastal communities, according to a new U.S. Geological Survey study.

Survey scientists compared satellite images taken in 2004 with similar images from October 2005 to match areas that were wetlands, undeveloped dry land and farmland with what looked like open water several weeks after the storms.


4. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
October 11, 2006 

Levee work deal likely this month 
Jeff Parish officials say deadline unrealistic 
By Meghan Gordon, West Bank bureau 
West Bank neighborhoods on the brink of last-minute evacuations during Hurricane Rita remain vulnerable more than a year later to the Harvey Canal's string of private levees and crumbling bulkheads, a sagging defense on which those residents will depend for at least another year. 
On Tuesday, the Army Corps of Engineers accepted proposals from construction firms wanting a mega-contract to build a 16-foot floodwall there. But with the land yet to be acquired and not a patch of dirt overturned, Jefferson Parish officials have already started calling the project's September deadline unattainable. 
1. South Florida Sun-Sentinel
October 6, 2006 
Army Corps unveils new, more costly plan to prevent flooding from Lake Okeechobee 
By Andy Reid

Stalled repairs of the aging dike surrounding Lake Okeechobee could resume in February, but a new design to reinforce the earthen levee will need more land and money.

The Army Corps of Engineers on Thursday released a plan that calls for enlarging a concrete wall intended to increase the stability of the dike. The plan also includes adding berms along the outside base to help stop water that seeps through and erodes the 70-year-old levee.

2. Miami Herald
October 6, 2006 
New plan for dike leaves questions 
By C. Morgan 
After criticism from state consultants and an internal review, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has scrapped its $300 million plan for shoring up the aging dike around Lake Okeechobee.

The agency unveiled a more ''robust'' design on Thursday that would better withstand hurricanes and high water, but it also would cost ''significantly'' more -- in large part because it would require buying residential backyards and other private properties in the shadow of the earthen levee ringing Florida's largest lake.

3. New Orleans Times-Picayune
October 6, 2006 
Judge orders work on lock to stop
Katrina puts project in new light, he says 
By Mark Schleifstein 
The Army Corps of Engineers must halt all work on widening the Industrial Canal lock in New Orleans until it reconsiders the project's environmental impact, a federal district judge ruled Tuesday. 

"The court finds that the corps failed to take a 'hard look' at the environmental impacts and consequences of dredging and disposing of the canal's contaminated sediment and should revisit the project in light of recent catastrophic events," U.S. District Judge Eldon Fallon wrote in his opinion, referring to the effects of Hurricane Katrina. 

4. Inside the EPA Weekly
October 6, 2006 
NEW WETLANDS PERMITS MAY TEMPER INDUSTRY LOSS IN FEDERAL LAWSUIT 
An Army Corps of Engineers proposal to revise Clean Water Act (CWA) permits for a host of wetlands- and stream-related activities that address longstanding industry complaints could help temper a federal district court's decision last week rejecting industry challenges to the existing permits, an industry attorney says. 

But neither the court ruling nor the proposed permits provide additional clarification of a term central to the permits coverage -- so-called "minimal adverse environmental effects" -- which can make it difficult for industry and environmentalists to challenge the permits, the attorney adds. 

5. New York Times
October 5, 2006 
Military Hones a New Strategy on Insurgency 
By MICHAEL R. GORDON 
WASHINGTON, Oct. 4 — The United States Army and Marines are finishing work on a new counterinsurgency doctrine that draws on the hard-learned lessons from Iraq and makes the welfare and protection of civilians a bedrock element of military strategy.

The doctrine warns against some of the practices used early in the war, when the military operated without an effective counterinsurgency playbook. It cautions against overly aggressive raids and mistreatment of detainees. Instead it emphasizes the importance of safeguarding civilians and restoring essential services, and the rapid development of local security forces.

1. Charleston (WV) Gazette
October 5, 2006 
Fills burying valuable streams, judge told 

Georgia ecologist testifies in 2nd day of trial over restricting mountaintop removal

By Ken Ward Jr. 

HUNTINGTON — Coal operators are destroying a vital piece of Appalachia’s ecology when they bury small headwaters streams, a federal judge was told Wednesday.

Bruce Wallace, an ecologist from the University of Georgia, gave U.S. District Judge Robert C. Chambers a tutorial in how these small creeks feed larger streams and rivers.

Wallace said it was “pretty astounding” that Massey Energy plans to bury more than 12 miles of such streams if four new mountaintop removal permits are approved.


2. Engineering News Record 
October 2, 2006 

Iraq Audit Finds Accounting Errors 

By Mary Buckner Powers 
The Army Corps of Engineers improperly recorded $362 million in contract obligations to “dummy vendor,” Stuart Bowen, special inspector general for Iraq reconstruction, says in an interim report issued Sept. 22.

Bowen says he does not believe there was any attempt to mislead the true status of the obligations. His investigation showed 96 dummy entries made between November 2004 and this August. Congress appropriated $18.4 billion for rebuilding Iraq and Afghanistan in November 2003, to be spent or obligated by Sept. 30. A month ago the Dept. of Defense had $464 million remaining to obligate. The obligations to the dummy vendors raise the amount to $826 million.
3. Environmental News Service
October 5, 2006 
Hurricane Report Helps Louisiana Case Against Oil Leases 
BATON ROUGE, Louisiana, October 4, 2006 (ENS) - In a report released late last month the U.S. Geological Survey, USGS, found that during the 2005 hurricanes Katrina in August and Rita in September Louisiana lost 217 square miles of land that was washed away in the storms. 

Louisiana Governor Kathleen Blanco today said the USGS report strengthens the state's lawsuit against another agency of the federal government, the Minerals Management Service, MMS, which proposes to sell oil and gas drilling leases in the western Gulf of Mexico - leases which the state opposes. 


4. Kansas City Star
October 5, 2006 
AGAINST THE FLOW
Director documents mistreatment of Lakota remains along the Missouri River.

By DAN LYBARGER 
In 1996 Roeland Park native Carol Burns had a spiritual experience that influenced the documentary she’d direct nearly a decade later.

While she was taking an anthropology class at the University of Kansas, she entered a building after hours to pick up some study papers.

“As I was walking down the hallway, somebody touched my shoulder and pulled me back a little, and there was a room, a classroom I had just passed,” she says. “There was nobody there, and I was like, ‘That’s odd.’ And I looked in this room and saw on this table these little flat boxes, and there was these heads, these skulls in there. I honestly thought they were monkeys.”

1. Huntington (WV) Herald-Dispatch 
October 4, 2006 

Federal mountaintop mining trial begins 
By Curtis Johnson 
HUNTINGTON -- The West Virginia Coal Association warns its industry could suffer if U.S. District Judge Robert C. Chambers sides with environmentalists who argue that the government is not obeying the permitting regulations set forth by the Clean Water Act and the National Environmental Policy Act.

by blasting, the increased threat of flooding and the loss of wildlife and vegetation.

"They add up," she said. "The ecological impacts and the community-wide impacts add up, and the Corps is ignoring that."

Jason Bostic, the vice president of technical affairs for the Coal Association, said this lawsuit is the just the latest in a series of attempts aimed at slowing down the coal industry.

"This is very steep, sloped terrain. It's very hard to do any type of activity in West Virginia or central Appalachia that doesn't affect the topography," he said during the lunchtime recess.

2. Charlotte News and Observer 
October 4, 2006 

Iraq violence hobbles RTI advisers 

Jay Price

AL HILLAH, IRAQ - With U.S. reconstruction money dwindling, RTI International is spreading an unpopular message through the Iraqi government officials it tutors: It will be years before citizens can expect basic services such as clean water or 24-hour-a-day electricity.

"We need to help them redefine their 'hope horizon,' " said Jeevan Campos of Houston, the Research Triangle Park-based company's regional program director in the city of Hillah, where an office serves five of the nation's 18 provinces. "Right now for Iraqis, it's today and tomorrow, and both are equally bleak."


3. GovExec.com
October 3, 2006 
Pentagon official optimistic about overturning labor ruling 
By Karen Rutzick
            The Pentagon's top personnel official said Tuesday that his department's battle to secure new collective bargaining rules is far from over, despite a final court ruling overturning the Homeland Security Department's parallel system. 
David Chu, undersecretary of Defense for personnel and readiness, said he is hopeful an appellate court will rule in favor of the National Security Personnel System's labor rules. Recently, DHS lost its last avenue for appealing rulings against its planned labor relations reforms: The solicitor general's office let pass a deadline for filing a challenge at the Supreme Court. 

4. Washington Post 
October 3, 2006 

Congress Sets Military Pay Raise, Punts on Civil Service 
By Stephen Barr 
Hours before wrapping up for its campaign break, Congress nailed down a 2.2 percent pay raise for the armed forces but left resolution of the federal employee raise to a lame-duck session next month.

The pay raise was approved late last week by the House and Senate as part of the fiscal 2007 defense authorization bill, which sets out policy and personnel goals for the Defense Department. The across-the-board raise will take effect in January, and additional raises for senior enlisted personnel and warrant officers will begin in April.

1. Associated Press 
October 2, 2006 
Attacks cost Iraq oil exports $16B 
By PAULINE JELINEK 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Iraq's most important moneymaker - its oil industry - lost $16 billion in potential foreign sales over two years to insurgent attacks, criminals and bad equipment, a secret U.S. audit says.

The Baghdad government "must take bold action" to protect its oil and electrical facilities, concludes an unclassified summary of the classified audit on Iraq's energy sector.

2. Los Angeles Times Editorial 
October 2, 2006 
Rebirth of the L.A. River 
City finalizing master plan for transforming the infamous concrete channel. 
October 2, 2006 

COAXING A CHORTLE out of a Southern California audience used to require little more than saying the words "Los Angeles River." A river? Here? Maybe once, but after a 1938 flood killed more than 100 people, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers replaced it with one of the world's ugliest concrete-lined flood channels.

3. Government Executive 
October 2, 2006 

Interview: General Peter Schoomaker 

The Army's top soldier discusses the perils of managing equipment and budget shortfalls during a long war. 
In the summer of 2003, then-retired Gen. Peter Schoomaker received a call from Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld's office asking him to return to duty as the Army's 35th chief of staff. Schoomaker thought an old friend was playing a joke on him so he made an obscene comment and hung up. It wasn't a joke. Before he retired in 2000, Schoomaker had served in uniform for 31 years. As a young major in 1980, he led a Delta Force team during Desert One, the failed Iranian hostage rescue. That failure gave impetus to the 1986 Goldwater-Nichols Defense Reorganization Act and to establishment of the Special Operations Command in 1987, which Schoomaker rose to command before retiring. On Aug. 1, 2003, he returned to duty as th e Army's top soldier. Government Executive Editor Timothy B. Clark spoke to Schoomaker on Aug. 23 about the challenges facing the Army today. An edited transcript follows: 

Q: By all accounts, Gen. Schoomaker, you were happily retired. Why did you take this job? 

A: Sometimes that's a question I ask myself. I think that it's one of those opportunities and responsibilities and duties that you have, you know, at a time like this in our nation's history. I will admit that I took it with a great deal of reservation, but I think it was the right thing to do. My father spent 32 years in the Army, and as you said, I was commissioned 37 years ago. I have a brother in the Army. We now have our children in the Army. There's a sense of responsibility.

1. Washington Post 
September 29, 2006 

Iraq Contractor's Work Is Further Criticized 
13 of 14 Projects Found Wanting by Audit 

By Griff Witte 
The contractor that botched construction of a $75 million police academy in Baghdad so badly that human waste dripped from the ceilings has produced shoddy work on 13 out of 14 projects reviewed by federal auditors, the top official monitoring Iraq's reconstruction told Congress yesterday.

In a House hearing on what has gone wrong with reconstruction contracts in Iraq, Parsons Corp. quickly became the focus, taking bipartisan heat for its record of falling short on critical projects. The Pasadena, Calif., firm was supposed to build facilities at the heart of the $21 billion U.S.-led reconstruction program, including fire stations, border forts and health-care centers. But inspectors have found a litany of flaws in the firm's work. The one project reviewed by auditors that was being constructed correctly, a prison, was taken away from Parsons before its completion because of escalating costs.


2. St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
September 29, 2006 

Contentious water projects bill is put on hold until after election
By Bill Lambrecht


WASHINGTON

After languishing since July, legislation that includes $3.8 billion for lock
construction and environmental restoration on the Mississippi and Illinois
rivers has been put off until after the November election.

Sen. Christopher "Kit" Bond, R-Mo., said in a statement that Congress had run
out of time to finish before adjournment this week even though progress had
been made in pushing a new water projects bill over the last hurdle.

3. New Orleans Times-Picayune
September 29, 2006 
EDITORIAL: Unfinished business 
Congress gave up on passing a critical water resources bill before its October recess, and that failure is a setback for Louisiana's coastal restoration efforts. 

This state was counting on the legislation, which would have authorized the $1.2 billion Louisiana Coastal Area Ecosystem Restoration Plan and provided grants to help busineses located on the Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet to move. 


4. GovExec.com 
September 27, 2006 

Congress blocks funding for Pentagon labor system 

By Karen Rutzick
            Lawmakers struck a compromise this week on the Pentagon's new personnel system, blocking fiscal 2007 funding for labor relations aspects but preserving it for the performance management portion. 
Members of the House and Senate reached consensus over funding for the National Security Personnel System in a conference report for the fiscal 2007 Defense Department appropriations bill filed Monday. The full House passed the language Tuesday and the Senate is expected to do so Wednesday. 
1. Washington Post
September 28, 2006

Heralded Iraq Police Academy A 'Disaster' 

By Amit R. Paley, Washington Post Staff Writer 

BAGHDAD, Sept. 27 -- A $75 million project to build the largest police academy in Iraq has been so grossly mismanaged that the campus now poses health risks to recruits and might need to be partially demolished, U.S. investigators have found.

The Baghdad Police College, hailed as crucial to U.S. efforts to prepare Iraqis to take control of the country's security, was so poorly constructed that feces and urine rained from the ceilings in student barracks. Floors heaved inches off the ground and cracked apart. Water dripped so profusely in one room that it was dubbed "the rain forest."


2. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
September 28, 2006 
Vitter said to be trying to revive cypress plan 
But senator says proposal isn't his top priority 

By Bruce Alpert 
WASHINGTON -- Friends and foes of Sen. David Vitter's plan to bar the Army Corps of Engineers from regulating the harvesting of cypress trees in wetlands areas say the Republican senator is attempting to resurrect the proposal. 

They say Vitter is trying to revive his idea as congressional staff members negotiate in secret over a major bill -- in this case a water resources measure that authorizes $1.2 billion in coastal restoration projects for Louisiana. 

3. Hartford (CT) Courant
September 28, 2006 
Adopt Army Corps Reforms 
  
During the onslaught of Hurricane Katrina last year, the failure of levees and waterways designed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to protect New Orleans from such a disaster was a national outrage. Yet a year later, as Congress negotiates legislation authorizing billions of dollars in new water projects, it's still an open question whether members have learned from the experience of Katrina.


4. Statesman Journal (Salem, OR)
September 28, 2006 
Day-use fees waived on federal lands Saturday 
Day-use fees will be waived Saturday at most federal recreation sites in honor of National Public Lands Day. 
The no-fee rule is in effect on most areas of the national forests and sites operated by the Bureau of Land Management and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.


5. Washington Post
September 28, 2006

Federal Diary 
Veterans' Group Wants Larger Raise for Military 

By Stephen Barr 

Concerned that Congress is moving toward providing a 2.2 percent pay raise for the military next year, a leading veterans' group said that with troops fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan, this is not the time to skimp on a raise.

The House approved a fiscal 2007 defense appropriations bill late Tuesday that would raise military pay by 2.2 percent, effective in January. Senate negotiators have signed off on the raise, but the full Senate has not voted on the spending bill.

1. Naples (FL) Daily News 
September 27, 2006 

Report: Political climate threatens to doom Everglades restoration 

By Jeremy Cox 

Dwindling federal support for the Everglades rescue mission is tipping the scales in favor of reserving water, the River of Grass’ lifeblood, for farms and urban developments, according to a landmark scientific report.

The lack of funding also has led to frustrating delays, missed opportunities to buy land at favorable prices and fissures in the project’s state and federal partnership.

“With the (Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan) only in its fifth year and no projects actually completed, it is highly likely that the partnership will see more rather than fewer tests of its cohesiveness,” the National Research Council panel wrote.

2. Federal Times
September 25, 2006 
NSPS: Spread The Word 
Help employees learn about new focus on performance 
By Shirley Scott 
During a time when national security demands a competitive and highly responsive work force, the National Security Personnel System shapes a new human resources management system for Defense Department civilians. The April implementation of Spiral 1.1, which begins to put the system in place, has begun producing a work force that is more accountable, more flexible, more willing to assume new responsibilities, and more steadily focused on the department’s organizational goals and critical mission.

1. GovExec.com 
September 26, 2006 

Millions in Iraq contracts awarded to 'dummy vendor' 
By Jenny Mandel 
  
A review of Iraq reconstruction funding revealed that 96 contracts worth $362 million were obligated for payment to "Dummy Vendor," as opposed to a legitimate supplier. 
The Special Inspector General for Iraq Reconstruction discovered the contract entries in the Army Corps of Engineers' financial management system during a review of agreements signed under the Iraq Relief and Reconstruction Fund 2, a three-year appropriation that expires Sept. 30. Officials with the IG office determined that the contracts were not properly obligated and will be lost at the end of the month. 
2. South Florida Sun-Sentinel 
September 26, 2006 

'Glades plan bogged down 
Federal government not doing its part in restoration, report suggests 

By David Fleshler, South Florida Sun-Sentinel

A new report finds "troubling delays" in the $10.9 billion campaign to restore the Everglades, with costs escalating and deadlines passing without the completion of a single project.

The National Research Council on Monday issued the first of a series of progress reports mandated by Congress on the massive federal-state effort to restore the southern Florida wilderness.
3. Christian Science Monitor
September 26, 2006 

The environmental load of 300 million: How heavy? 
As the US population rises, environmental problems that were once pushed aside may get worse, experts say. 
By Brad Knickerbocker| Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 
PORTLAND, ORE. 
A flotilla of 100 fishing boats, rafts, and kayaks crossed the Willamette River to a downtown park in Portland, Ore., the other evening to rally for the Pacific Northwest's reigning icon: wild salmon, now plummeting toward extinction due to development across much of the Columbia River basin.
It was a typical event for a "green" city that has one of the best records in the United States for recycling, reducing greenhouse-gas emissions, using alternative energy, and providing public transportation and bike paths.

4. Washington Post 
September 26, 2006 

Report Offers Improvement Plan for Government Hiring 
By Stephen Barr 
Complaints about the federal hiring process are long-standing. Job applicants say it takes too long and is too confusing and that they often wait for much of a year without feedback on where their application stands.

In response, the government has tried to speed up the hiring process. Agencies are increasingly using computers to decrease processing time. The Office of Personnel Management has developed a 45-day hiring model. Still, hiring takes time, in part because many jobs require medical and security clearances (and some background checks can take a year or longer).

1. Los Angeles Times 
September 23, 2006 

Army Corps Faked Budget Entries 
Funds for Iraq work, set to expire, were stashed. It's called improper, but not criminal. 

By T. Christian Miller, Times Staff Writer

WASHINGTON — The Army Corps of Engineers improperly created fake entries in government ledgers to maintain control over hundreds of millions of dollars in spending for the reconstruction of Iraq, according to a federal audit released Friday.

Corps officials listed $362 million in potential contracts for a nonexistent contractor labeled "Dummy Vendor" in a government database, an accounting trick to preserve funds due to expire at the end of this fiscal year, the audit said.


2. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
September 24, 2006 

Corps looks outside for design ideas 

By Sheila Grissett, East Jefferson bureau 
The Army Corps of Engineers has decided to use a single contract worth upward of a half-billion dollars for new pump stations to keep Lake Pontchartrain's storm surge out of three New Orleans canals without choking internal drainage in New Orleans and East Jefferson, as a temporary system is now doing. 
That's if the corps builds pump stations at all. 

3. New Orleans Times-Picayune Editorial 
September 25, 2006 

Renew MR-GO moratorium 

A moratorium on dredging the Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet is slated to expire when the fiscal year ends Sept. 30, and Congress needs to make sure that the ban on dredging is renewed. 

The case against MR-GO is strong. The 76-mile shortcut to the Gulf of Mexico wiped out protective wetlands, leaving St. Bernard Parish and parts of New Orleans more vulnerable to storm surge. Any argument for maintaining it as a deep-draft channel cannot stand in the face of such profound destruction. 

4. Associated Press 
September 25, 2006 

Army works on leaks in auxiliary dam in Bakersfield 

BAKERSFIELD, Calif. (AP) - The U-S Army Corps of Engineers has started fixing leaks in the auxilliary dam at Isabella Lake.

The job could take eight years to complete.

5. Bangor Daily News 
September 23, 2006 

Calais bridge project gains last federal permit 

By Katherine Cassidy, Bangor Daily News 

CALAIS - The last federal hurdle has been cleared for construction to begin on the new bridge and international border crossing in Calais after the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers issued a permit for the project Friday.

The project has been six years in the planning with state and federal permitting and review 

