1. Associated Press

December 1, 2006

Missouri loses again in river fight with Corps of Engineers
SAM HANANEL, Associated Press

WASHINGTON - A federal judge once again has sided with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in its long-running dispute with the state of Missouri over management of the Missouri River.

U.S. District Judge Paul A. Magnuson ruled that the corps fully complied with federal law when it decided to artificially raise the water level in the river to help preserve endangered species.

2. Sacramento Bee

December 1, 2006

Pocket levee repairs will bring safety and savings
By Deb Kollars - Bee Staff Writer

Over the past year, loud cranes, barges and work crews were a daily -- and often nightly -- presence on levees surrounding the Greenhaven-Pocket neighborhood.

But in recent weeks, the pounding, trenching and dumping of monumental amounts of rock settled down as repairs on numerous levee sites neared completion.

As a result, about 100,000 people living in the Pocket, Meadowview, Executive Airport and other south area neighborhoods are heading into the rainy season with significantly more flood protection than they had a year ago. By spring, they also should be experiencing something residents of other Sacramento neighborhoods already enjoy: lower flood insurance rates.

3. Newsday

December 1, 2006

Chicago company to dredge Rockaway Inlet

BY CARL MACGOWAN, Newsday Staff Writer

A Chicago company with extensive experience digging deep channels as far away as Bahrain will dredge chronically shallow East Rockaway Inlet.

The Army Corps of Engineers awarded a $3.017-million contract to Great Lakes Dredge and Dock Co., a 116-year-old company that specializes in port deepening projects around the world.

The contract calls for the work to be completed in 45 days.

Great Lakes is expected to dredge about 300,000 cubic yards of sand, which would be pumped onto the Rockaway beaches west of the inlet. The company has 10 days to complete paperwork related to the project and up to 10 days after that to start work.

The inlet's shallow waters came to light again three weeks ago when the Kristin Poling, a barge delivering home heating oil, ran aground. It took three days for workers to free the barge.

The inlet, which leads to the Sprague Energy terminal in Oceanside, is a key supply route for 40 million gallons of home heating oil delivered each year to Nassau residents.

The corps last dredged the inlet in 2004, but the Kristin Poling ran aground in December that year, and ran aground again in the same general area off Atlantic Beach on Nov. 10.

End of Story

4. GovExec.com

December 1, 2006

President Bush changes locality pay formula 

By Karen Rutzick

President Bush decided on Thursday to use a new formula to determine locality pay for federal employees in 2007, giving a greater portion to employees in cities such as New York and San Francisco. 

The new formula takes into consideration the increasing pay gaps between the private and public sectors in some cities, such as New York, compared to others. But switching formulas means that many cities and the "Rest of U.S."

category will get a slightly smaller locality boost. 

1. New Orleans Times-Picayune

November 30, 2006

Corps' New Orleans head asking to resign Mental and physical challenges of job cited 

By Mark Schleifstein and Paul Purpura, staff writers 

Col. Rich Wagenaar, who took the helm of the Army Corps of Engineers New Orleans District the month before Hurricane Katrina toppled the corps-built levee system in August 2005, has requested to step down as district commander and retire from the Army. 

If approved, his request would take effect next summer, he said in an interview Wednesday, hours after he notified New Orleans District personnel of his decision in a brief e-mail message. 

2. Newsday

November 30, 2006

$3M cleared to dredge Rockaway Inlet
BY WILLIAM MURPHY, Newsday Staff Writer

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers said Wednesday it has received expedited funding to dredge a crucial waterway that is the supply route for 40 million gallons of home heating oil a year for Nassau County residents.

The announcement came a day after U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer held a news conference to demand the immediate dredging of the East Rockaway Inlet, which leads to the Sprague Energy terminal in Oceanside.

Sprague, in turn, serves 60 home heating oil companies that deliver to about 50,000 homes in southern and central Nassau.

The corps had issued a statement after Tuesday's news conference saying it was trying to expedite funding for the project and might be able to begin work in mid-January and finish by the end of March.

3. Charleston (WV) Gazette

November 30, 2006

Judge questions mine permit approvals
By Ken Ward Jr., Staff writer

HUNTINGTON - A federal judge on Wednesday questioned the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' approval of the burial of more streams by mountaintop removal coal-mining operations.

U.S. District Judge Robert C. Chambers pressed corps lawyers to explain why the agency doesn't require more detailed environmental studies before approving more valley fills. Chambers also asked why the corps didn't spell out the reasoning behind its decisions in documents available to the public.

4. Reuters

November 30, 2006

Saddam trial told Kurdish women and children executed
By Ross Colvin 

BAGHDAD (Reuters) - The Kurdish woman was killed by a single shot to the back of her head as she knelt at the edge of a mass grave clutching the body of her infant child. 

In some of the most graphic evidence at Saddam Hussein's trial for genocide against ethnic Kurds, a U.S. forensics expert told on Thursday how he found the remains of hundreds of women and children in three mass graves in northern and southern Iraq.

The woman and her baby were among 25 women and 98 children, some blindfolded, exhumed from a grave in northern Nineveh province, said Sonny Trimble of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

All had pistol shots to the back of the head and were killed as they stood in the grave or knelt at its edge.

1. Charlotte News and Observer

November 28, 2006

He carried a gun, died in Iraq and won a medal. He was a civilian.

Army recognizes role of private help

JAY PRICE, Staff Writer

FORT BRAGG - Monday's ceremony sounded like many these days. There were words about sacrifice and an Army officer handing a framed decoration to a choked-up widow. On the front row were two boys in ties and a tiny girl in a dress clutching a pocketbook.

But the man killed in Iraq wasn't a soldier. He wasn't a member of the military at all -- at least by the traditional definition.

Brian J. Wagoner, the 30-year-old former police chief of Pinebluff in Moore County, was killed by an improvised bomb on March 3, 2005, while working as a private security contractor. He had been guarding an explosives demolition team.

On Monday, he was awarded the Defense of Freedom medal, created in 2001 by Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld to honor civilian defense employees and contractors hurt or killed in combat. It's a civilian equivalent of the Purple Heart.

The decoration is rare -- 144 had been awarded by late last month compared with thousands of Purple Hearts in the same period -- but hundreds more civilian casualties are eligible or already being processed.

It offers one more measure of how much the U.S. military relies on contractors to fill its manpower needs. Thousands of contractors in Iraq and in the United States now perform duties once handled by troops, from cooking to providing security at bases, combat-zone camps and reconstruction projects.

An Army Corps of Engineers spokesman said Monday that Wagoner, of Fayetteville, was the first contractor working with the Corps to receive the medal. The Corps has 32 others in the process of being approved, but expedited Wagoner's because his father was ill. Approval didn't come quickly

enough: Jim Wagoner died in September.

Wagoner's wife, Melissa, pursued the medal with the help of Sen. Mike DeWine of Ohio, her husband's home state.

More...

2. Macon (GA) Telegraph

November 28, 2006

Corps seeks public input in 3-state water war GAINESVILLE, Ga. - Starting today, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will seek the public's input in three states involved in protracted water wars - Georgia, Alabama and Florida - as it studies how much water can be withdrawn from Lake Lanier.

The corps was greatly criticized in June when it accidentally released 22 billion gallons of water from the lake, a major source of drinking water for the fast-growing Atlanta metropolitan area.

The first meeting, to be held at the Georgia Mountains Center in Gainesville, will be followed by sessions in Atlanta, LaGrange, Dothan, Ala., and ending Dec. 6 in Tallahassee, Fla. - all areas that are greatly impacted by the water release.

The corps is preparing an environmental impact statement on proposed water storage contracts in Lake Lanier.

USA Today: California races to repair levee system
By John Ritter, USA TODAY

SACRAMENTO - In satellite photos, California's Central Valley sticks out as one of the planet's most prominent features, a great gouge in the landscape that looks as if a giant fingernail plowed through the center of the state.

The valley is broad and flat and great for agriculture. That also makes it prone to severe flooding, disasters that a century-old maze of levees is supposed to prevent. But California's neglected flood defenses are in such poor shape that voters on Nov. 7 approved nearly $5 billion in borrowing to shore up the USA's largest and most complex levee system outside the Mississippi Valley.


Worcester Telegram: Corps wants to bring back river More natural North Nashua sought
By Mary Jo Hill, Telegram & Gazette Staff

FITCHBURG- The federal government is considering changes to the North Nashua River that could mean removal of some dams and other work to make the waterway more welcoming to fish and people. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is preparing a feasibility report on the project. 

In the 1930s, both the corps and private entities built floodwalls along the river because the city is in a valley and industrialized, said David Larsen, study manager for the North Nashua River with the Army Corps. 

The result was a heavily channelized river that made public access to the water more difficult, Mr. Larsen said. People weren't as aware of the river as they used to be, and the changes also affected wildlife habitat and access. 

1. The (Oneonta, NY) Daily Star
November 23, 2006

Engineers need to move quickly on flood mitigation, senator says 
By Amy L. Ashbridge 
Staff Writer 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers needs to act sooner rather than later to develop flood-mitigation plans for the area, U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer, D-N.Y., said Wednesday.

Schumer is pushing the group to come to the area and develop ways to prevent flooding and damage. 
The Army Corps of Engineers had said it could come to the area in four years, Schumer said. 
"That’s not good enough," he said. 
Schumer spent part of his day at the Amphenol plant in Sidney. 
"What a job they did after the flooding," Schumer said in Oneonta. "I think Amphenol suffered more damage than any private company in the state."

2. Associated Press
November 24, 2006 
Wetlands development carries risk, critics say 
By Michael Kunzelman 
BILOXI, Miss. - A plan to ease restrictions on developing the Mississippi Gulf Coast's federally protected wetlands is under fire from critics who say the proposal would leave a region hit hard by Hurricane Katrina even more vulnerable to flooding.

The plan, unveiled last month by the Army Corps of Engineers, would allow developers to fill in up to five acres of "low quality" wetlands in southern Mississippi without obtaining an individual permit from the Corps for each project.

Existing regulations require permits for projects larger than a half-acre. 
The proposal, which does not affect wetlands in neighboring Louisiana and Alabama, would eliminate a requirement that the public must be notified of such development plans.

David Hobbie, chief of the Corps' regulatory division in Mobile, Ala., said the proposed changes would streamline the regulatory process in a region where tens of thousands of homes must be rebuilt after Katrina.


3. Palm Beach (FL) Post Editorial
November 24, 2006 
Make Washington keep promise to Everglades 
Saving the Everglades was supposed to be a genuine partnership between Florida and the federal government, a 50-50 split in which the state bought the land, and on it the feds built reservoirs and other projects to store and cleanse water. The Bush brothers - president and governor - shook hands on the deal when the governor was running for reelection. In June 2001, during the president's first and only visit to the Everglades, he promised to be a good steward and to restore what he called "this beautiful slice of heaven."

More than five years later, the marriage that was supposed to be the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan is in deep trouble because only one partner - the state - has kept its vows.

Florida has taken on almost the entire burden. The state has bought 55 percent of the land. But because Washington hasn't fulfilled its commitment, the South Florida Water Management District has started borrowing $1.9 billion to build reservoirs and filter marshes - Washington's responsibility - and started work on seven of 14 projects to store and clean water to help the Everglades and to save water for new residents.

1. Associated Press Writer 
November 21, 2006 

Navy enters final dredging stage, may move ship next month 

By PAT MILTON 

NEW YORK -- The Navy may be ready to move USS Intrepid from its muddy misery early next month, as it begins the final stages of its dredging operation to free the grounded historic aircraft carrier, officials said Tuesday.

Intrepid Foundation officials obtained a month-long extension on its federal dredging permit Tuesday from the New York State Department of Conservation and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers so the Navy's dredging work could be continued uninterrupted in the Hudson River where the vessel is berthed, according to Bill White, president of Intrepid Museum Foundation.

He said the Navy was hopeful it can finish the dredging and get Intrepid under way by early December. Crews were working around the clock, and were making progress.

The World War II aircraft carrier, purchased in the late 1970s and converted into a floating air, sea and space museum, became stuck in the mud Nov. 6 as tug boats attempted to tow it for a $60 million refurbishment about five miles down river to Bayonne, N.J.

2. Washington Post 
November 22, 2006 

A Veteran of the Pacific, Mired in the Hudson 

By Robin Shulman, Washington Post Staff Writer

NEW YORK, Nov. 21 -- On a recent cloudy day, Bill White, an upright man with a buzz cut, stared from a pier on Manhattan's West Side into the Hudson River. A crane and bucket dropped into the murky water and out again in rhythm: Collect mud, swing across, open clamshell, release. And again.

White is the director of the Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum, overseeing efforts to free from the mud the famed aircraft carrier that houses his museum.

For the past week, workers under Navy supervision have dredged 24-7, gathering silt from the river's depths and swinging it over to a barge. The muck will be purified and taken to cover a landfill on Staten Island.

"We are deep in the throes of a major military-style dredging operation," said White, whose days have been filled with situation reports, conference calls and BlackBerry messages.

It all began as a military adventure that seemed, for a change, to bode well. 
The Intrepid was to make a five-mile trip across the Hudson to New Jersey for needed repairs. A crowd of 500, including Sen Hillary Rodham Clinton (D-N.Y.) and former mayors David N. Dinkins and Edward I. Koch, gathered on Nov. 6 to send it off.

"To our platoon of ex-mayor line handlers, I say, Mr. Mayors, cast off!" ordered retired Rear Adm. James Lloyd "Doc" Abbot Jr., 88, who commanded the ship in the Mediterranean in the early 1960s. Smoke spewed, water churned, and the tugboats pulled, eventually to reach a force of 30,000 horsepower.


3. St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
November 22, 2006 

Lock-dam bill treads water as clock ticks 

By Adam Sichko, POST-DISPATCH WASHINGTON BUREAU 

WASHINGTON — Running out of time and under pressure from Midwestern interests, Congress has started a last-minute effort to approve a massive water projects bill with billions of dollars aimed at the Mississippi and Illinois rivers.

Key members of Congress have pledged to push the bill forward next month for a vote before Christmas. But the measure faces stiff competition in a crowded legislative calendar that includes 10 of the 12 federal budget bills still awaiting approval.

If the water bill does not pass by next month, it will begin the arduous legislative process anew in the next Congress, dimming its short-term prospects even further.

The bill contains $3.77 billion worth of lock-and-dam construction projects and environmental restoration for the upper Mississippi and Illinois rivers, about a quarter of the entire bill's estimated price tag. 

Supporters thought they had finally broken through years of deadlock in July, when the Senate approved the bill; the House had passed its version a year earlier. But final passage has been held up for months while legislators moved haltingly to resolve differences between the two.


4. Military Geospatial Technology
November 21, 2006 
BuckEye Honored 
Tactical imagery program supports forces on the ground in Iraq. 
An Army-developed tactical imagery program that has been supporting forces in Iraq in mission planning, rehearsal and execution has received an award at the 2006 GEOINT show.

The BuckEye system, which enables a commander to visualize threats on the battlefield by producing high-resolution pictures of an area from a variety of vantage points, was honored with the Geospatial Intelligence Award for the government sector at the geospatial intelligence conference, held Nov. 13-16 in Orlando, Fla.

The system has been deployed in Iraq by employees of the Topographic Engineering Center (TEC) of the Army’s Engineer Research and Develop Center. One example of the system’s success was in support of the October 2005 elections in Iraq, where it helped increase security throughout the area of operations.

In an interview, TEC Director Robert Burkhardt explained that the system was typical of the efforts of the center, which acts as the geospatial knowledge center for the Army. Unlike the scores of other advanced geospatial systems on display at GEOINT, TEC systems are developed specifically to serve the needs of warfighters in the field, based on the needs expressed by soldiers themselves, he said.

1. New York Times Essay 
November 21, 2006 

The Coastline Is Retreating. Should the Montauk Lighthouse Stand Its Ground? 
By Cornelia Dean 
  
Lighthouses speak to the imagination. They illuminate the darkness, remind us of a vanishing maritime heritage and embody what it means to make it safely home. 
So when erosion threatens to send a lighthouse toppling into the sea, people want to save it. But how? The way we answer that question involves more than engineering. It can become a statement about how we intend to live with our eroding coasts.
In 1796, when the Montauk Lighthouse was built on a bluff on the east end of Long Island, it was 300 feet or so from the cliff edge. Today it stands about 75 feet from the edge, and the Army Corps of Engineers is proposing to prevent further erosion by installing a rugged 840-foot rock revetment at the toe of the bluff. An organization of surfers is challenging the plan, saying it will spoil some of the best surfing spots on Long Island.

2. FOX News - Special Report with Brit Hume Transcript 
November 20, 2006 

Iraq Update 
  
BRIT HUME:  The assistant secretary of the Army says the U.S. reconstruction effort in Iraq is comparable to the post-World War II Marshall plan, and a, quote, “heroic story maligned often by the news media.”  Dean Popps tells the Washington Times that when the Army Corps of Engineers arrived in Iraq, none of Baghdad’s three sewage treatment plans worked, few towns had clean water, the 1950’s-era electrical system was falling apart, and there were no primary healthcare facilities.  Popps says three years later the sewer system capacity increases by half of million cubic meters a day, power and of water are much more widely accessible, and there are six new primary care facilities in the country with 66 more being built.  Popps says reporters are often to the some of the sites where this is happening, but he says positive story is rarely materialize. 

End of Story 

3. (Biloxi, MS) Sun Herald 
November 21, 2006 

Corps changing wetland-plan rules
Public opposition prompted action

By MIKE KELLER 

OCEAN SPRINGS - Representatives of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on Monday said they were making changes to a controversial plan to ease rules on the filling of wetlands, tightening them because of strong public opposition.

Jason Steele, a corps regulator covering the Coast, said he had received 7,500 comments about the plan- called a regional general permit- so far.

"I would say that 7,455 of those were opposed to the RGP," Steele said. "We received comments nationwide. Things could change even further."

Steele said his group is making several major changes to the proposed rule that would speed up the granting of permits for development of wetlands up to five acres in size.

They are considering lowering the total acreage that can be filled under the new permit from a precedent-setting five to two or three acres under the regional permit, based on widespread disapproval.

The corps will be clarifying some terms involving what type of project would be acceptable for the RGP and will also expand off-limit areas where the eased rules would not apply, like the wetlands around Turkey Creek.

They will also be removing the chance for developers to use the permit for recreational facilities like golf courses. 
"The purpose of this permit is for housing," he said. 
Tunis McElwain, the corps' coastal branch chief, said most of the comments against the plan involved a public perception that developers and builders would be given the power to decide if they had wetlands on their property and the quality of those areas.

"There is a lot of misinformation out there," McElwain said. "We are not giving carte blanche to fill five acres of wetlands. We are not weakening anything. We are just streamlining the time to get a permit."

The agency representatives made the announcement to about 75 audience members comprised of builders, developers and environmental consultants at the Ocean Springs Community Center. Mississippi's Department of Marine Resources, which is the first point of contact for permit applications to fill wetlands, sponsored the event that also included the corps and the state's Department of Environmental Quality.

1. Washington Times
November 20, 2006

Rebuilding In Iraq Tops 4,000 Projects 
Pentagon compares scope to that of Marshall plan 

By Rowan Scarborough, The Washington Times 

When and if the smoke ever clears in Iraq, Pentagon officials say the world finally will see a minor miracle. 

"Most Americans don't understand something equivalent to the Marshall Plan has been accomplished in Iraq," said Dean G. Popps, principal assistant secretary of the Army for acquisitions, logistics and technology.

The Army is the program manager for $20 billion in U.S. taxpayer money that flowed to Iraq after the 2003 invasion to spur a building boom of more than 4,000 projects.

Amid constant deadly threats from bloodthirsty insurgents, and without a viable Iraqi private contracting sector, the Army Corps of Engineers has supervised the construction of electric grids, health care centers, schools, water and sewage treatment facilities, police stations, academies and border posts.

2. The Kansas City Star
November 19, 2006 

MISSOURI RIVER | Drought upstream leads to low levels at intakes in KC area 

Utilities keep eye on water; If conditions continue, the extra costs of providing services could be passed on to customers.
By BILL GRAHAM 
 “We’re installing our auxiliary pumps that we usually don’t install until after Thanksgiving.” 
John Reddy, treatment plant manager for the Kansas City Water Services Department 

If the drought-lowered Missouri River drops a few more inches at Kansas City, utilities that use the river may have to turn on emergency equipment to get enough water.

“We’re about a quarter of a foot away from that point,” said Tom Schrempp, production manager for Johnson County Water District No. 1.

Record low levels at the district’s water intake on the Missouri River have the district monitoring flows daily, Schrempp said.

Officials at other utilities say they’re in the same boat, as another winter of low water conditions looms because of unprecedented, long-term drought in the upper reaches of the river. Water storage in the upstream reservoirs is at an all-time low, and some lake levels are 26 to 30 feet below normal.


3. New York Times Editorial 
November 19, 2006 

Save the Lighthouse: Move It 
The ground around the Montauk Point Lighthouse is crumbling, and if nothing is done, a powerful storm may someday rob us of a historical jewel and beloved tourist attraction, a monument that dates to George Washington’s day and is perhaps the greatest symbol of Long Island, if you don’t count the Big Duck of Flanders.
As Corey Kilgannon of The Times revealed last week, the United States Army Corps of Engineers has a plan. The plan involves boulders, to be placed in a wall, 840 feet long and 40 feet thick, like a dental cap on Long Island’s easternmost incisor. The project would cost $14 million and protect the lighthouse from the kind of giant storm that occurs once every 73 years. 
The plan was moving along until strong objections were raised by the Surfrider Foundation, an environmental advocacy group, speaking on behalf of members who cluster under the lighthouse at a famed surfing spot called Alamo. The group conducted a study and concluded that all those boulders would ruin the waves at Alamo and possibly another spot nearby.
4. Washington Post
November 20, 2006

Pentagon May Suggest Short-Term Buildup Leading To Iraq Exit 
More Training of Iraqi Troops a Likely Focus 

By Thomas E. Ricks, Washington Post Staff Writer 

The Pentagon's closely guarded review of how to improve the situation in Iraq has outlined three basic options: Send in more troops, shrink the force but stay longer, or pull out, according to senior defense officials.

Insiders have dubbed the options "Go Big," "Go Long" and "Go Home." The group conducting the review is likely to recommend a combination of a small, short-term increase in U.S. troops and a long-term commitment to stepped-up training and advising of Iraqi forces, the officials said.

The military's study, commissioned by Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen. Peter Pace, comes at a time when escalating violence is causing Iraq policy to be reconsidered by both the White House and the congressionally chartered, bipartisan Iraq Study Group. Pace's effort will feed into the White House review, but military officials have made it clear they are operating independently.

The Pentagon group's proceedings are so secret that officials asked to help it have not even been told its title or mandate. But in recent days the circle of those with knowledge of its deliberations has widened beyond a narrow group working for the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

"Go Big," the first option, originally contemplated a large increase in U.S. troops in Iraq to try to break the cycle of sectarian and insurgent violence. A classic counterinsurgency campaign, though, would require several hundred thousand additional U.S. and Iraqi soldiers as well as heavily armed Iraqi police. That option has been all but rejected by the study group, which concluded that there are not enough troops in the U.S. military and not enough effective Iraqi forces, said sources who have been informally briefed on the review.

The sources insisted on anonymity because no one at the Pentagon has been permitted to discuss the review with outsiders. The review group is led by three high-profile colonels -- H.R. McMaster and Peter Mansoor of the Army, and Thomas C. Greenwood of the Marine Corps. None of them would comment for this article.

Spokesmen for the chairman and vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff did not return calls or respond to e-mails seeking comment.

"Go Home," the third option, calls for a swift withdrawal of U.S. troops. It was rejected by the Pentagon group as likely to push Iraq directly into a full-blown and bloody civil war.

The group has devised a hybrid plan that combines part of the first option with the second one -- "Go Long" -- and calls for cutting the U.S. combat presence in favor of a long-term expansion of the training and advisory efforts. Under this mixture of options, which is gaining favor inside the military, the U.S. presence in Iraq, currently about 140,000 troops, would be boosted by 20,000 to 30,000 for a short period, the officials said.

The purpose of the temporary but notable increase, they said, would be twofold: To do as much as possible to curtail sectarian violence, and also to signal to the Iraqi government and public that the shift to a "Go Long" option that aims to eventually cut the U.S. presence is not a disguised form of withdrawal.

