Corps Team,

I write to you today as Topographer of the Army.  This is a great reminder of our Corps' historical role as Engineers providing mapping and terrain information for our Army and Nation.  Today we are in the midst of a transformation in military topography that will revolutionize the provision of geospatial information to our Soldiers and commanders.  This transformation necessitates sweeping changes in the way we execute our business serving the Army.  

The first change involves geospatial oversight at Headquarters, Department of the Army.  Mr. Robert W. Burkhardt, currently the Director of the Topographic Engineer Center (TEC), is now dual hatted serving as the Army Geospatial Information Officer (GIO) for HQDA and as the Director of TEC.  This is a monumental task, necessitated by the accelerating pace at which we are dependent upon digital technology.  Bob will serve as the Army's central manager for coordination, assessment, and synchronization of all Army policies, and standardization requirements for the geospatial information enterprise.  As the GIO, Bob will certify compliance with policies and requirements for all Army geospatial information and related services supporting the Army Geospatial Enterprise (AGE).  As such, he will have a small Staff element of individuals from the G-2/3/5/6/8, ASA ALT, TRADOC and USACE to fulfill these duties.  Bob will report to, and receive direction from, the newly created 3-Star Geospatial Governance Board (GGB).  

My second change is internal to the Corps and involves a change of mission for the Topographic Engineering Center.  Currently TEC is a component of the Engineer Research and Development Center (ERDC); however, TEC will need to now focus entirely on the Army's geospatial enterprise function from policy to warfighting.  This change in mission is one of the key enabling actions identified by the recent DA-led executive Geospatial Tiger Team as being critical to the establishment of a successful Geospatial Enterprise Office.

To comply with the GGB direction, TEC will become a direct reporting Center to the DCG, and integrate the Army Geospatial Enterprise tasking orders from the GGB, the Army Acquisition Executive, G2 and G3.  However, TEC's Research Division will remain as a reporting element in the ERDC. 

The third and final change realigns tactical Army geospatial elements.  With the assistance of MG McCoy, CG of the Maneuver Support Center and the Engineer School, we will create a Geospatial Engineer Group to be aligned with the Director of TEC, as the Deputy Topographer of the Army.  This Group will manage the geospatial production for the Geospatial Enterprise we envision across our Army, providing a strategic center of gravity for our tactical geospatial units.  

This is a great opportunity for USACE to respond to a critical need for our Army.  The Army leadership has asked us to step up to the plate and solve pressing geospatial problems that are negatively impacting our units' Battle Command.  The actions I've outlined in this message will initiate our response to those requests for assistance.  

I am proud of the tradition our Corps has in providing this vital service to our Army.  I have every confidence that these changes will serve our Army well in the future.

ESSAYONS!

ARMY STRONG - ENGINEER READY!

R. L. VAN ANTWERP

Lieutenant General, USA

Commanding

