SUBJECT: TACOM SOUM 08-001, M939, Seat Belt Tether Kits

TEXT:

UNCLASSIFIED//

Subject: Safety of Use Message (SOUM), TACOM Control No. SOUM 08-001. 

This is an "Operational" Safety of Use Message for the recently Armored Family of M939 AoA 5 Ton Trucks located in South West Asia (SWA) approximately 2500, and the Continental United States (CONUS) approximately 500 awaiting induction into RESET at Red River Army Depot (RRAD) or awaiting transit back to SWA after being RESET.  A total of approximately 3,000 M939 vehicles are affected: 

Trucks, Cargo, Dropsides, M923A1P1 (2320-01-523-1101), M923A2P1 (2320- 01-523-1098), LIN: D68413. Trucks, Cargo, Dropsides, M925A1P1 (2320-01-523-1096), M925A2P1 (2320-01-523-1093), LIN: T39529. Trucks, Cargo, Extra-Long Wheel Base, w/o winch, M927A1P1 (2320-01-523-1057) M927A2P1 (2320-01-523-1071), LIN: T62044. Trucks, Cargo, Extra-Long Wheel Base, w/winch, M928A1P1 (2320-01-523-1061), M928A2P1 (2320-01-523-1063), LIN: T59964. Trucks, Dump, w/o winch, M929A1P1 (2320-01-523-1103), M929A2P1 (2320-01-523-1106), LIN: T43784. Trucks, Dump, w/winch, M930A1P1 (2320-01-523-1108) M930A2P1 (2320-01-523-1110), LIN: T98290. Trucks, Tractor, w/o winch, M931A1P1 (2320-01-523-1114), M931A2P1 (2320-01-523-1117), LIN: T10362. Trucks, Tractor, w/winch, M932A1P1 (2320-01-523-1119), M932A2P1 (2320-01-523-1121), LIN: C70077. Trucks, Van, Expansible, M934A1P1 (2320-01-523-1126), M934A2P1 (2320-01-523-1129), LIN: V40684. Trucks, Medium Wrecker, M936A1P1 (2320-01-523-1127), M936A2P1 (2320-01-523-1132), LIN: T94421. 

D      XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX D

 A     X                     "WARNING"                    X  A

  N    X DEATH OR SERIOUS INJURY TO SOLDIERS, OR DAMAGE   X   N

   G   X TO ARMY EQUIPMENT WILL OCCUR IF THE INSTRUCTIONS X    G

    E  X IN THIS MESSAGE ARE NOT FOLLOWED.                X     E

     R XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX      R

1.  Distribution: 

    A.  This is a "Operational" Safety Of Use Message.  MACOM Commanders will retransmit this message to all subordinate Commands/Activities within 24 hours of receipt of this message and acknowledge receipt of this message within five working days to: 

CDRTACOM, Warren MI, AMSTA-LC-LMPM, DSN 786-6096, Commercial (586)

574-6096 or DDN address: Safetyofuse@Tacom.Army.Mil. 

    B.  MACOM Commanders will also track and report compliance of this message for all subordinate Commands/Activities to: Mr. Terry Callahan, M939 Quality Representative, AMSRD-TAR-E/TACT (586-574-8450 or DSN 786-8450, email terry.callahan1@us.army.mil NLT 30 days from receipt of this  message. 

2.  Problem: 

In late June 2007, the seat and seat restraint system used in the M939 AoA vehicles listed above failed to meet the requirements of the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard (FMVSS) for a seat with an integrated seat belt restraint system.  Although the seat and seatbelt restraint system failed to meet requirements they will provide limited occupant crash protection at lower speeds.  In a higher speed accident or rollover, occupant protection will be reduced.  The risk to soldiers will be considerable forward movement causing them to impact the steering wheel, instrument panel, other equipment or windshield enough to cause serious injury or death. 

3.  User Actions: 

    A.  Until retrofit seat tether kits are available to correct the situation, these vehicles should be used on a limited basis only.  If they must be used, the following should be adhered to:  Continued use of the seatbelts is necessary, operators should watch vehicle speed, allow safe following/braking distances, concentrate on defensive driving and use of a co-driver to act as a second set of eyes. 

Soldiers at every level should ensure Composite Risk Management is being used to avoid conditions that could contribute to accidents or rollovers.  Composite Risk Management training courses and additional Driver's training resources can be accessed on the US Army Combat Readiness /Safety Center website, https://crc.army.mil/home/. 

    B.  Retrofit seat tether kits have been developed and successfully tested.  Although vehicles are not deadlined at this time, installation of Kit P/N 1100-000024-005 is mandatory, and shall be accomplished as soon as kits are available.  The kits take four hours to install and can be installed at unit level.  Kits are being assembled and will be pre-positioned at the following locations: 

POC: MAJ Jeff Stegman

AMC Complex, Sustainer Road

Camp Anaconda Balad, Iraq  09391

BALAD AB, IRAQ

APO AE 09391

DSN: 312.992.2607

Comm: 732.532.2607 option 1 ext 6291

stegmanj@mmcs.army.mil. 

POC: CPT Chuck Martin

Dep Chief of Operations

Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan

APO AE 09354

DSN: 318-231-5625

CELL: 318-431-7009

COMM: 732-427-5110, Option #1, Ext 6602 martinc@mmcs.army.mil. 

POC: SFC Morton

401st AFSB-SWA

AoA Yard

Camp Arifjan, Kuwait

DSN: 318-430-5150

Nathaniel.j.morton@kuwait.swa.army.mil. 

POC: Debra Hall

100 Main Drive, Bldg 321

Red River Army Depot, TX 75507

DSN: 829-2685

Comm. 903-334-2685

Deborah.d.hall@conus.army.mil. 

POC: Robert Hyde

AM General

31744 Enterprise Drive

Livonia, MI 48151

Comm. 734-522-8188

Robert.hyde@amgeneral.com. 

POC: Ginger Cromwell

Lexington Bluegrass Depot

APO-Maintenance FLRC-Lexington

5751 Briarhill Road #135

Lexington, KY 40516

Comm. 859-293-4622

Gringer.Cromwell@us.army.mil. 

    C.  Units will provide vehicle model and serial number to the distribution sites listed above.  Distribution sites will provide kits as units send in their information.  Distribution sites will electronically send vehicle model and serial number tracking data on a monthly basis to terry.callahan1@us.army.mil. 

    D.  Web Link, Kit P/N 1100-000024-005 installation instructions: 

https://aeps2.ria.army.mil/commodity/soum/tacom_wn/07/m939AoA-seat-tether.pdf. 

Unit Commanders, contact your local TACOM Logistics Assistance Representative (LAR) or your State Surface Maintenance Manager upon receipt of this message for assistance.  For assistance in locating your TACOM LAR, see paragraph 6C. 

4.  TACOM/PM actions: 

    A.  Revise/change the following publications: TB 9-2320-272-13&P. 

Revision/change release FY08. 

5.  Supply Status: 

    A.  Additional Parts Required: N/A. 

    B.  Requisitioning Instructions: Order Kit P/N 1100-000024-005. 

    C.  Disposition/Availability:  Expected date of kit availability is 30 Nov 2007. A follow up message will be issued when all kits are available for issue. 

    D. Kits will be free issued. 

    E. DLA will be requested to stock piece parts for sustainment. 

6. POCs:

    A.  Terry Callahan, Team Leader, M939 FOV, AMSRD-TAR-E/TACT (586)574-8450, DSN 786-8450 or e-mail terry.callahan1@us.army.mil. 

    B.  Ric Romanski, M939 5 Ton Equipment Specialist AMSTA-LC-CHMM, (586)574-7442, DSN 786-7442 or email ric.romanski@us.army.mil. 

    C.  To find your TACOM Logistics Assistance Representative (LAR), you must be a registered user in the Army Electronic Product Support (AEPS) database.  If you are a registered user, click on this link: 

https://aeps2.ria.army.mil/Services/Lars/Tacom/larmap/LARlocate/larmap.cfm Then select the appropriate region; i.e. CONUS, Europe, Far East, and SWA. Select the location nearest you and click on a name.  This will give you a LAR's name, DSN and commercial phone number, email address, and photo.  If you are not a registered user, request access at the public page: 

https://aeps.ria.army.mil/aepspublic.cfm click on "Access Request Form" and follow the instructions for obtaining an AEPS userid.  If you don't have access to AEPS, you can also obtain this information by contacting the TACOM Senior Command Representative (SCR) for your area. 

  CONUS-East Region includes all Active Duty, National Guard and Reserve Units in Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, Florida, South Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New York, New Hampshire, Vermont, Maine and FORSCOM. CONUS-East SCR can be reached at DSN 236-6921, Commercial 910-396-6921. 

  CONUS-West Region includes all Active Duty, National Guard and Reserve Units in North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas, Colorado, New Mexico, Nevada, California (south of San Francisco), Arizona, Utah, Montana, and Wyoming. CONUS-West SCR can be reached at DSN 737-0263, Commercial 254-287-0263.

  Pacific Region includes all Active Duty, National Guard and Reserve Units in Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Alaska, Hawaii, California (north of San Francisco) and Guam, Pacific SCR can be reached at DSN 357-2991, Commercial 253-967-2991. 

  Europe Region includes all Active Duty, National Guard and Reserve Units in Great Britain, Germany, Belgium, Luxemburg, Italy, Bosnia, Kosovo, and Macedonia.  Europe SCR can be reached at DSN 314-375-3461, Commercial 01149 621-487-3461, in Germany, 0621-487-3461. 

  Far East Region includes all Active Duty, National Guard and Reserve Units in Korea, Okinawa, Kwajalein, and Japan.  Far East SCR can be reached at DSN 315-721-7101, commercial 011-82-2-2270-7101.

