There are a few of us "diggers" that search WW2 battlefields in the hopes of finding lost forgotton MIAs.  A recent find in Belgium was a gold class ring of some type.  The logo appears to be in the engineer related area.  The e-mail is below and the photos are attached.  This ring apparently belonged to an engineer that was involved in the Battle of the Bulge.  I was wondering if you have some kind of mailing list that this info can be forwarded in case someone may have info on the school or owner of this ring.  Most ot the unit in the area was form Michigan.  The Belgian crew would like to return it to the owner (or next of kin).
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HD

"Never Say Die" VMI

----- Forwarded Message ----

From: JLS <digger@skynet.be>

To: Huertgen Digger <huertgen.digger@yahoo.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 21, 2007 12:25:33 PM

Subject: RE: Seiler Search, 17 Jun 07

Thanks a lot for the update, and real happy about the finding.

It is always better to find material while using the detector…!

If not a problem, I may try to meet you in August when the JPAC will be on site.

On my side, I’m trying to identify the owner of a gold school ring that I dug two weeks ago.

The unit, the 254th EngC Bn. had a large bivouac there since October 44 until Dec. 17th when they were attacked by the spearhead of the 1st SS panzerdivison under Col Joachim Peiper. Many men were captured, while the others pulled back and fought alongside the 1st Inf. Div.

The ring bears initials and is dated 1942. The problem now is to identify the school…!

I already contacted the Assn (107th Engineer) to ask their help to identify and return the ring.

Good luck with Seiler!

Regards,

JL 

______________________________

De : Huertgen Digger [mailto:huertgen.digger@yahoo.com]

Envoyé : jeudi 21 juin 2007 6:55

À : Huertgen Digger

Objet : Seiler Search, 17 Jun 07

update on our weekend trip to the Huertgenwald...

----- Forwarded Message ----

From: Huertgen Digger <huertgen.digger@yahoo.com>

To: Bill Snider <Rail28@bellsouth.net>

Sent: Wednesday, June 20, 2007 10:03:46 PM

Subject: Re: Vossenack MIA's

This one might be easier than finding Pvt Seiler.  The part of the field that the 2 were found in is not being used for agriculture.  I can probably get permission to search there by the land owner, but JPAC plans on looking there in August.  If my plan works I will be there for 3 weeks when JPAC is there.  Then I can bug them...

I relooked the last known coordinates of Seiler and placed that location on the current NATO map.  It is not 1200 meters from the fire break but is actually less than 300 meters , but it is very high.  If you look at the line between 27 and 28, this location is on that line about 50 meters from the edge of the woods on the north side.  If your granddad was wounded there he should have headed north, and this location is no way minutes from the bridge.  I believe that he was a lot closer to the bridge and a lot lower in elevation.  We have permission from the mill owner to search the fields to the left and right of the bridge on the Vossenack side.  I will be there from 4-8 Jul and some of the crew from Spangdahlem is interested in joining me.  BTW, the fire break is actualy an old trail, there are reminents of fence on both sides and it is only about 2 meters wide.  We did find a lot of stuff in the fox holes on the east side of the fire break (i.e., M1 clips with ammo still in them, loose ammo, large buttons from the winter coat, toothbrush, shoe polish, rations debris, leather belt, GP strap buckles, etc.).

Ed

----- Original Message ----

From: Bill Snider <Rail28@bellsouth.net>

To: "Hielsberg, Heath A CW3 52 JFCOE/DOA" <heath.hielsberg@spangdahlem.af.mil>; Huertgen Digger <huertgen.digger@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 20, 2007 3:43:42 PM

Subject: Vossenack MIA's

In regards to the two MIA's recovered in Vossenack....... From Three Battles page 335 

Just before dark enemy shelling methodically wiped out six men in two-man foxholes of Company G along the trail that was an extension of the towns main street. When men near by saw their companions blown to bits, some pulled back to the houses, leaving an undefended gap of more than a hundred yards in the center of the defense. Efforts by officers of both Company G and Company F to fill this gap went for naught. The troops ordered into the holes, utterly fatigued, their nerves shattered, many of them crying unashamedly, would return to the dubious protection of the houses. 

The company commanders reported the situation to battalion; battalion informed them it was being reported to regiment; and no relief came 25. Higher headquarters may have failed to act because there were no adequate regimental or divisional reserve. 

25 Colonel Daley says that, after having seen the situation in Vossenack on 4th November, he was so concerned that he stopped by the 112th Infantry rear CP and reported it, possible to the regimental S-3. See Ltr, Col Daley to Hist Div. 

*Ed, I don't know if you've seen this but if those two remains came from Company G, and were buried in the location referenced above, don't be surprised if there are two more foxholes containing the remains of 2 more men from company G, and possibly two from Company F. 

CUOZZO MICHAEL PFC 42068233 New York November 4, 1944 MIA NE (witnessed)

MARQUEZ HENRY E PVT 37736316 Kansas November 4, 1944 MIA NE (witnessed)

ROGERS JULIAN H PFC 35093703 Indiana November 4, 1944 MIA NE (witnessed)

TROTTER DAVID H PVT 31218300 Maine November 4, 1944 MIA NE (witnessed)

HEURICH WILLIAM H PFC 33034759 Pennsylvania November 5, 1944 MIA NE (witnessed)

CARSON JOSEPH PVT 33716276 Pennsylvania November 4, 1945 MIA NE (not witnessed)

HINES WALKER PVT 07087626 North Carolina November 4, 1945 MIA NE (not witnessed)

MAURIN JOHN F PFC 36675393 Illinois November 4, 1945 MIA NE (not witnessed)

RICHARDSON EARL H PVT 42108909 New York November 5, 1945 MIA NE (not witnessed)

