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ALDODACT - 08/06

SECRETARY RUMSFELD SENDS:

FAR TOO MANY DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE MILITARY AND CIVILIAN PERSONNEL DIE EACH YEAR IN PRIVATE MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS BETWEEN MEMORIAL DAY AND LABOR DAY.  EACH OF THE LAST TWO YEARS, I HAVE ASKED COMMANDERS AND SUPERVISORS TO REVIEW YOUR POLICIES PERTAINING TO HIGHWAY AND RECREATIONAL SAFETY AND TO MAKE SURE THEY ARE IN LINE WITH THE LATEST GUIDELINES AVAILABLE.  EVEN SO, THIS NEEDLESS LOSS OF LIFE CONTINUES.

  WE MUST ALL DO A BETTER JOB OF MONITORING THIS ISSUE.  THE KEY POINTS TO EMPHASIZE REMAIN THE SAME:

- SEATBELTS SAVE LIVES.  USE THEM.

- DO NOT DRINK AND DRIVE A CAR, MOTORCYCLE OR RECREATIONAL VEHICLE.

- SAFETY EQUIPMENT SAVES LIVES.  DOD POLICY REQUIRES THE USE OF SAFETY EQUIPMENT REGARDLESS OF THE VARIATIONS IN STATE REQUIREMENTS. 

THIS IS PARTICULARLY APPLICABLE TO THE USE OF PROTECTIVE GEAR WHILE OPERATING MOTORCYCLES AND OTHER RECREATIONAL VEHICLES ON AND OFF-DUTY.

  ENJOY THE OPPORTUNITIES SUMMER OFFERS, BUT BE SMART AND BE SAFE.

THANK YOU.

BT
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