FROM THE HQDA SECURITY & SAFETY DIRECTORATE
Off-duty, privately owned vehicle (POV) accidents (both injuries and fatalities) continue to hold the highest accident rate in non-combat accidents.   Statistics, as of 28 Feb 06, show that POV accidents account for 41% of the fatal accidents to our soldiers.  When these statistics are combined with army motor vehicle (AMV) accidents, POV and AMV accidents account for 65% of the fatalities for our soldiers.
According to last year’s message from BG Smith, the Director of Army Safety, “The most disturbing trend is an increase in leaders involved in accidents.  Those same leaders who should be enforcing standards and mitigating risk are the ones having the accidents.  In FY05, 33% of the Soldiers killed in POV accidents were in the rank of E5 to E7.  Historically, the highest risk age group was 18-24 years old.  Now, all age groups under 40 share the same death rate per 1,000 Soldiers.”  In an effort to thwart this daunting trend, the Department of the Army implemented the “Be Safe” Campaign.  Many of our uniformed men and women have returned from war unscathed, only to lose their lives in preventable POV accidents.  

More recently, the Army has implemented the “Own the Edge” campaign.  BG Smith and his staff at the Combat Readiness Center know soldiers are on the edge.  They have designed this campaign to teach soldiers to own the edge through Composite Risk Management (CRM).  Once soldiers internalize CRM, they begin making smart risk decisions wherever they are.    

Speed, fatigue, alcohol, and unfamiliarity with the road are the major causes of POV accidents and fatalities.  When you add the environment and not wearing seatbelts to the mix, you have a created a deadly combination.  


When we get in our vehicles, we have a particular destination in mind, whether it is home, a friend’s house, or just around the corner to the store.  Let’s make a diligent effort to ‘Arrive Alive’.  Obey the speed limit, get plenty of rest, don’t drink and drive, and obey all road signs, especially those on unfamiliar roads. 
If you are home convalescing from an injury caused by taking unnecessary risks, you are impeding the mission.  Remember to Own the Edge.   

A SAFE SOLDIER IS A DUTY SOLDIER!
