1. Associated Press 
March 31, 2006 

New Orleans' recovery could take 25 years
Bush official says lots of time, money still needed for Katrina-stricken city 

WASHINGTON - A full recovery in New Orleans could take 25 years as homeowners, businesses and tourists are coaxed back to the city devastated by Hurricane Katrina, the Bush administration’s Gulf Coast recovery coordinator said Thursday. 
In an interview with The Associated Press, Don Powell said that much of the city’s rebirth will hinge on factors he said were “out of our control,” including restoring housing, ensuring safety and encouraging robust investment by the private sector.
2. Associated Press 
March 31, 2006 

Gov't Weighs How Much to Spend on Levees 

By LARA JAKES JORDAN, The Associated Press

WASHINGTON -- With a limited role in helping New Orleans recover from Hurricane Katrina's wrath, the federal government is weighing how much it should spend to improve levees there, the Bush administration's recovery coordinator says.
Levees need to be raised higher and made stronger, and as much as $5.9 billion more for work on the structures may need to be approved before widespread rebuilding begins, Don Powell, the White House's point man on Gulf Coast recovery efforts, said Thursday.
3. Los Angeles Times 
March 31, 2006 

Officials Add $6 Billion to Price Tag of Levees 
The New Orleans system needs to be fortified to get flood insurance, and allow for rebuilding. 

By Ralph Vartabedian, Times Staff Writer

In what could be a significant setback to rebuilding New Orleans, federal officials said Thursday that it would cost an additional $6 billion to make the levee system strong enough that flood insurance could be issued in the area.

That amount would be in addition to the $3.5 billion already being spent to repair the levees damaged by Hurricane Katrina.

4. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
March 31, 2006 

Louisiana wants more levee money -- and quick 
Flood maps depend on fast response 
By Bruce Alpert and Bill Walsh, Washington bureau 
WASHINGTON -- Stunned by new estimates that almost $6 billion more could be needed to raise and repair levees to protect the New Orleans area from a major hurricane, the Louisiana congressional delegation is demanding that the Bush administration quickly request the money from Congress. 
President Bush's Gulf Coast recovery coordinator, Donald Powell, told reporters that the administration will decide in the next two weeks whether to request the additional money -- nearly three times what the administration said was needed just a month ago. 
5.. New York Times 
March 31, 2006 

Levee Plans Fall Short of FEMA Standards 
By John Schwartz 
  
New Orleans's levees do not meet the standards that the Federal Emergency Management Agency requires for its flood protection program, federal officials said yesterday - and they added that the problem would take as much as $6 billion to fix.
FEMA has long based its flood planning on whether an area is protected against a flood that might have a 1 percent chance of occurring in any year, also known as a 100-year flood. Without that certification, the agency's flood maps have to treat the entire levee system as if it were not there at all, which means that people hoping to build in the affected areas might have to rebuild their homes at elevations of 15 or even 30 feet above sea level in order to meet new federal building standards.
6. Inside EPA 
March 31, 2006 

DOE PETROLEUM RESERVE PLAN SPARKS FEARS OVER WORSENING GULF DAMAGE

A Department of Energy (DOE) plan to expand the Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) in the Gulf Coast area is raising concerns from EPA, other federal agencies and environmentalists that locating the reserve in this region could increase pollution while the states are still struggling to clean up contamination from last summer's hurricanes.

DOE is planning to publish in mid-April a plan for expanding the SPR from 727 million barrels to 1 billion barrels to comply with a provision included in last year's Energy Policy Act that requires the department to store the maximum authorized volume of petroleum to help with possible fuel shortages. Sources following the planning process say DOE is considering about 15 different storage sites in Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas.

7. New York Times 
March 31, 2006 

Fewer Marshes + More Man-made Ponds = Increased Wetlands 
By Felicity Barringer 
  
WASHINGTON, March 30 - In the bog of the federal regulatory code, a wetland is defined as a marshy area of saturated soils and plants whose roots spend part of their lives immersed in water. In the Interior Department's periodic national surveys, a wetland is defined, more or less, as wet. 
Traditional tidal, coastal and upland marshes count, but so do golf course water hazards and other man-made ponds whose surface is less than 20 acres.
8. St. Paul Pioneer-Press 
March 31, 2006 

U.S. reports first net gain in wetlands;
But critics say including artificial ponds in figure is misleading 

By JOHN HEILPRIN 

WASHINGTON - More people building ponds for golf courses and subdivisions or to retain stormwater and wastewater helped create the nation's first net gain in wetlands in a half-century of government record-keeping.

About 5 percent of the contiguous United States, or almost 108 million acres, was covered with wetlands as of 2004, the Interior Department's Fish and Wildlife Service reported Thursday. It found a net gain of 191,800 acres of wetlands since the last report in 1997.

9. Associated Press 
March 31, 2006 

Authorities declare emergency to prepare for Red River flooding 

The sandbags are out and residents are preparing to battle the Red River, rising rapidly due to snowmelt and rainfall.

Gov. John Hoeven and officials in the Red River Valley issued emergency declarations Thursday to help the area prepare for spring flooding.

Minnesota, Gov. Tim Pawlenty said the state is ready to help as well. Pawlenty on Thursday activated the State Emergency Operations Center, which will be staffed with employees from the Department of Public Safety's Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management.


10. Asia Pulse 
March 31, 2006 

USA SEEKS BROADER INTEGRATION FOR CENTRAL, SOUTH ASIA

The United States has long given high priority to integration among the five Central Asian republics of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, but more recently its focus is on a broader integration of the region with Afghanistan and South Asia.

John Fox, director of the State Department's Office of Central Asian Affairs, says that any scenario for US disengagement from Afghanistan is predicated on an Afghanistan better connected to the outside world. This connection can be facilitated by Afghanistan becoming "a corridor for energy and trade" between Central Asia and South Asia, he says.

1. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
March 30, 2006 

Levee restoration price doubles; Map release hinges on budget action

By Bruce Alpert 

WASHINGTON -- The cost of restoring levee protection in the New Orleans area to pre-Hurricane Katrina levels will be about $6 billion, twice as much as the Bush administration and Congress have appropriated to date, Donald Powell, the federal coordinator for Gulf Coast rebuilding, told members of the state's congressional delegation Wednesday.

Powell said he wanted to update the delegation on the latest cost estimates, but he did not commit to a financing source or whether the administration would seek the traditional 35 percent local share for the work. He said that "will be part of the deliberations" in coming weeks.

2. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
March 30, 2006 

Kenner levee sections subsiding, survey finds; Mayor urges corps to shore up low areas 

By Mary Swerczek and Sheila Grissett 

Kenner Mayor Phil Capitano and other city officials are imploring the Army Corps of Engineers to shore up low areas of Kenner levees before the start of hurricane season, not just the 1,600 feet of rickety-looking floodwall on either side of the Vintage Drive gate.

"It's not something that can wait," Capitano said at a Wednesday news conference he called to announce the results of a survey he commissioned 1 ½ months ago. The $77,000 survey identified several areas of the hurricane protection system that contract engineers said have subsided by 1.5 feet to 2.8 feet.

3. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
March 30, 2006 

FBI investigating Katrina contracts; St. Bernard deals involve debris, overtime, trailers 

By Karen Turni Bazile 

The FBI has launched a multifaceted investigation into post-Hurricane Katrina spending in St. Bernard Parish, examining several public contracts including a $370 million debris pickup deal that parish officials granted without bids five days after the storm and gave again to the same firm later last year despite receiving lower offers, according to interviews with competitors and a parish official who have been questioned by federal agents.

4. Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
March 30, 2006 

A world away nearby; Close-by campgrounds offer frequent flight from daily cares 

By CLINT WILLIAMS

Lisa and Denny Nations don't go far to get away from it all.

It's just a 20-minute drive from their home on 38 acres near Ball Ground to what has become their summer home --- Site No. 34 at Victoria Campground on Lake Allatoona.

The Nations are members of an informal fraternity --- friends and family who park a caravan of campers and recreation vehicles at Victoria Campground for 10, 15, 20 nights a season.


5. Government Executive 
March 30, 2006 

First entrants to NSPS eligible for one-time pay bump 
By Karen Rutzick

Eighty-five percent of Defense employees entering the department's new personnel system next month will receive a pay increase when they make the switch. 
As of April 30, 11,000 Defense employees are scheduled to be paid, promoted and rated under the National Security Personnel System. Most of those will receive the pay bump as a one-time buy-in to convert from the General Schedule to the broad paybands in the new system. 

6. Los Angeles Times
March 29, 2006

How Environmentalists Lost The Battle Over TCE 

By Ralph Vartabedian, Times Staff Writer 

After massive underground plumes of an industrial solvent were discovered in the nation's water supplies, the Environmental Protection Agency mounted a major effort in the 1990s to assess how dangerous the chemical was to human health.
Following four years of study, senior EPA scientists came to an alarming conclusion: The solvent, trichloroethylene, or TCE, was as much as 40 times more likely to cause cancer than the EPA had previously believed.
1. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
March 29, 2006 

EDITORIAL: Tighten up our defenses 

Even the Army Corps of Engineers can't wriggle out of responsibility this time.

Its own external review panel is concerned that greater New Orleans' entire flood-protection system is vulnerable because of significant engineering lapses by the corps. The American Society of Civil Engineers panel took the unusual step last week of sending a letter to the corps' commander urging the agency to scrutinize every levee and floodwall in the metro area. Until that is done, the safety of the flood-protection system is a question mark.

2. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
March 29, 2006 

EDITORIAL: Cough up the maps

Until the Federal Emergency Management Agency comes out with new flood maps, the owners of properties inundated after Hurricane Katrina won't know where or how high to rebuild.

These owners need to move on with their lives. So FEMA and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers ought to get their act together -- and get those maps out immediately.


3. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
March 29, 2006 

House OKs preference for local contractors 
By Bruce Alpert 

WASHINGTON -- Local businesses should get preferences in federal contracts dealing with disaster recovery, the House decided Tuesday.

In a voice vote, the House approved a bill by Rep. Chip Pickering, R-Miss., to clarify that emergency contracts may be awarded based on specific geographic criteria. The bill also says that solicitations by the Army Corps of Engineers for bids made exclusively to local contractors cannot be challenged administratively or in the courts by national firms excluded from the bidding process.



4. New York Times 
March 29, 2006 

Report Adds to Criticism of Halliburton's Iraq Role 
By JAMES GLANZ 

Even as a Halliburton subsidiary was absorbing harsh criticism of its costs on a 2003 no-bid contract for work in Iraq <http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/iraq/index.html?inline=nyt-geo>, the government officials overseeing a second contract wrote that the company was running up exorbitant new expenses on similar work, according to a report issued yesterday by the staff for the Democrats on the House Government Reform Committee.
The report, prepared for a frequent critic of Halliburton, Representative Henry A. Waxman <http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/w/henry_a_waxman/index.html?inline=nyt-per> of California, was based on previously undisclosed correspondence and performance evaluations from 2004 and 2005. 
5. Washington Post 
March 29, 2006 

Documents Trace KBR Billing Problems 

By Griff Witte, Washington Post Staff Writer 

Halliburton Co. repeatedly overcharged the government and exhibited "profound systemic problems" under a $1.2 billion contract to restore oil services in Iraq, according to internal government documents released yesterday by one of the company's fiercest critics.
The documents, cited in a report by the staff of Rep. Henry A. Waxman (D-Calif.), depict government officials' increasing irritation with Halliburton subsidiary Kellogg Brown and Root Inc. as schedules slid, costs multiplied and the company balked at meeting demands for accurate cost estimates. Ultimately, contract overseers threatened to terminate the company's contract if it did not improve.
6. Associated Press 
March 29, 2006 

Ecology announces new options for wetland replacement
By RACHEL LA CORTE 

Developers and landowners who don't want the hassle of replacing destroyed wetlands themselves can pay into "wetland banks" instead, ensuring that the work is completed and done correctly, under guidelines announced Tuesday by the Department of Ecology.

The program was put together by Ecology, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Army Corps of Engineers. It's consistent with proposed regulations announced in Washington, D.C., on Monday by the Bush administration that are intended to promote companies that specialize in creating swamps, marshes and streams.

New York Times Commentary 
March 29, 2006 

7. Protection for Indian Patrimony That Leads to a Paradox 
By Edward Rothstein 
  
IN April 1998, the Army Corps of Engineers dumped 600 tons of boulders and dirt over an area near the Columbia River in Washington where, two years earlier, the oldest known skeleton in North America - dubbed Kennewick Man - had been found. 
If there were other 9,200-year-old bones under the rubble, if there were any other artifacts that might have given clues about events in North America millenniums before written history could provide an account, now they would be safely interred. 
That was just what five Indian tribes in the area preferred. Though the skeleton was found on federal land, the tribes claimed it as ancestral, rejecting assertions that it had no connection to them and refusing to allow scientists to conduct an examination. They insisted the bones be turned over for immediate burial, invoking the 1990 Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act. The United States government agreed with alacrity. 

8. Boston Globe 
March 29, 2006 

Audubon review supports wind farm 
Threat to birds is less than feared, group finds 

By Beth Daley, Globe Staff  |  March 29, 2006 

The Massachusetts Audubon Society gave its preliminary blessing yesterday to a large-scale wind power project off Cape Cod, saying its studies show that turbine blades are not likely to cause significant harm to birds, as the group had once feared.
Support from the environmental group, one of the most respected in the state, is important because the threat to birds has emerged as a controversial aspect of the five-year-old proposal to turn stiff sea breezes into a source of electricity.
The group had previously raised questions about potential bird deaths, but Jack Clarke, advocacy director of Mass Audubon, said extensive studies it conducted in the last four years showed that endangered roseate terns and piping plovers, the group's main concerns, and other sensitive species generally avoid the 24-square-mile footprint of the proposed wind farm in Nantucket Sound.
9. Government Executive 
March 29, 2006 

Bush team may drop labor part of civil service overhaul 
By Karen Rutzick

Bush administration officials may shed the labor relations portion of their plan to spread personnel reforms already in progress at the Defense and Homeland Security departments to the rest of government, a top official told lawmakers Tuesday. 

The Office of Personnel Management is considering removing the labor relations provisions from its draft legislative proposal to implement pay for performance in domestic agencies, said Linda Springer, director of the personnel agency, at a hearing held by the House Government Reform Subcommittee on the Federal Workforce and Agency Organization. 

New Orleans Times-Picayune 
March 28, 2006 

Corps role in drainage still unsettled; Pumps at lake not a cure-all 

By Sheila Grissett 

Government lawyers say the Army Corps of Engineers is authorized to help stop the collateral flooding that could occur in New Orleans and East Jefferson when emergency gates are closed against surges in the 17th Street and London Avenue canals, but there is considerable confusion over just how much drainage work the corps can do -- and what will be in place by the peak of this year's hurricane season.

Jefferson Parish officials said they were told by representatives of the corps' New Orleans district office Monday afternoon that the agency is currently authorized by Congress to add some additional pumps at Lake Pontchartrain to help better drain the 17th Street Canal -- a fix that could help reduce flooding, but not prevent it.


New Orleans Times-Picayune 
March 28, 2006 

Vitter pushes corps on MR-GO; Bill gives it 6 months to develop a plan 

By Matthew Brown 

U.S. Sen. David Vitter said Monday he will introduce legislation giving the Army Corps of Engineers six months to develop a plan to modify the Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet so it no longer magnifies storm surges. And he predicted the channel never again will serve the deepwater ships for which it was built.

The outlet, commonly known as MR-GO, is a 76-mile shipping shortcut between wharves along the Industrial Canal and the Gulf of Mexico. Completed in 1965 and operated by the corps, it has been widely blamed for intensifying Hurricane Katrina's storm surge through St. Bernard Parish, the Lower 9th Ward and eastern New Orleans.

St. Petersburg Times 
March 28, 2006 

Scouring Iraq for good news 

By ERIC DEGGANS 

Reporters find success stories, but admit that the failures deserve most of the media's attention.

Blogger Michael Yon spent 10 months embedded with the military in Iraq looking for success stories, becoming the poster boy for those who say the mainstream media are not reporting good news from the war-torn country.


Associated Press 
March 28, 2006 

Developers Urged to Seek Wetlands Experts 
By John Heilprin, Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Bush administration is encouraging developers who destroy wetlands or streams and are required to replace them to pay other businesses to do the work.
The Army Corps of Engineers and the Environmental Protection Agency issued proposed regulations Monday that are intended to promote companies that specialize in creating swamps, marshes and streams.
Newsday 
March 28, 2006 

LONG BEACH; Locals' turn to speak out on barrier 

BY WILLIAM MURPHY 

Long Beach residents will get a chance to tell federal officials tonight how they feel about a massive storm-protection program planned for their barrier island.

The proposal, expected to cost almost $100 million initially, has been billed as a potential blockade against large-scale property damage in case of a major storm. But skeptics question the need for such a huge project for an area that has survived large storms in the past.

Chicago Tribune
March 27, 2006 
Islanders Ask: Where's The Cleanup? 
Military exercises have ended on Vieques, but existing ordnance could take years to explode 

By Ray Quintanilla, Tribune staff reporter 

VIEQUES, Puerto Rico -- Three years after U.S. military exercises were halted here, tempers still run hot when residents recall six decades of naval bombardments that transformed parts of this tropical island paradise into lands resembling the surface of the moon.
These days, residents' hostilities are centered on why it is taking the U.S. government so long to begin what surely will become among the most ambitious Superfund cleanup campaigns in American history.
Washington Post 
March 28, 2006 

A Road Map for Agencies Switching to Pay for Performance 

By Stephen Barr 

Creating fair pay-for-performance systems in the government will require effective ways of evaluating job performance and well-trained supervisors, according to a report from the Merit Systems Protection Board.
"Pay for performance is a complex process that demands a large investment from those who seek to use it," the report says. "The effectiveness of a pay for performance system can be undermined by flaws in the design, implementation, and operational phases."
Government Executive 
March 27, 2006 

Defense Department names new procurement chief 
        
By Jenny Mandel 

A senior Marine Corps contracting official has been appointed to take over as director of procurement and acquisition policy at the Defense Department, effective April 2. 

Shay Assad is assistant deputy commandant for installations and logistics with the Marine Corps where, as the senior civilian procurement official, his responsibilities include overseeing procedures and policy for contingency contracting, field procurement, electronic business and general acquisition. 
His appointment was announced in a March 20 internal memorandum from the Office of the Undersecretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics. 
Federal Times
March 27, 2006

DoD Procurement Staff Faces Peer Reviews 

By Chris Gosier 
About 1,500 Defense Department acquisition officials will undergo more exhaustive reviews as part of a new effort to ensure procurement integrity.
The new "360-degree reviews" will evaluate acquisition officials by considering the views of their peers and subordinates, in addition to the views of their supervisors, said Domenico Cipicchio, acting director of Defense procurement policy, at an industry-sponsored luncheon on March 23.
New Orleans Times-Picayune 
March 27, 2006 

The real risk gets lost in the storm 

Much of the post-Katrina rebuilding debate has centered on the right of return.

Residents of low-lying areas are concerned that the government will declare their old neighborhoods too dangerous for human habitation.

So the question posed to Mayor Nagin's Bring New Orleans Back Commission and others has been: Will they guarantee an unconditional right of return? It's an important question, but I think it may be the wrong one.

One in 100

Los Angeles Times 
March, 25 2006 

Engineers Want Levees in New Orleans to Be Checked 
A group sends a letter to the Army warning of faulty design and urging quick action. 

The Army Corps of Engineers needs to immediately inspect all the levees in New Orleans and possibly across the nation, based on defects that investigators have uncovered, according to a letter issued Friday by the American Society of Civil Engineers.

The society, which is overseeing the corps' investigation into levee failures during Hurricane Katrina, issued its warning in a letter to Lt. Gen. Carl Strock, chief of the corps.
Washington Post
March 25, 2006

Army Corps Is Faulted On New Orleans Levees 
Panel Says Studies Foresaw Failure, Urges New Scrutiny 

By Joby Warrick and Peter Whoriskey, Washington Post Staff Writers 

An organization of civil engineers yesterday questioned the soundness of large portions of New Orleans's levee system, warning that the city's federally designed flood walls were not built to standards stringent enough to protect a large city.
The group faulted the agency responsible for the levees, the Army Corps of Engineers, for adopting safety standards that were "too close to the margin" to protect human life. It also called for an urgent reexamination of the entire levee system, saying there are no assurances that the miles of concrete "I-walls" in New Orleans will hold up against even a moderate hurricane.
Waterways Journal 
March 17, 2006 

New Orleans Levee Protection System Nearing Completion 

BY KATIE SCHULZE 

        When it comes to rebuilding the flood control/hurricane protection system in New Orleans by June 1, the beginning of hurricane season, failure is not an option for Col. Lewis F. Setliff III, commander of Task Force Guardian.
        Task Force Guardian is the Corps of Engineers team in charge of restoring the greater New Orleans hurricane protection system to pre-Katrina levels. The team is made up of nearly 300 Corps employees from New Orleans and across the country as well as more than 1,000 contracted workers.
        So far, Setliff estimates that 46 percent of dirt-turning work is completed. About 3,000 people are employed on any given day.
        "We are making smart repairs with the best engineering in the world," he said. "It is 
Washington Post Commentary 
March 26, 2006 

Katrina: The Big One or Just a Warning Shot? 

By Michael Grunwald

Hurricane Katrina was America's deadliest natural disaster since the Florida hurricane of 1928, which killed 2,500 people in the Everglades. And the parallels were uncanny: The ignored warnings. The Category 4 winds. The levee failures. The giant lake unleashed upon the people of the lowlands. Most of them poor. Most of them black.
The storm of 1928 led to a radical overhaul of Florida's flood-control system. For better and for worse, the policies adopted after the disaster helped transform the state's southern thumb from sparsely inhabited swampland into a sprawling suburban megalopolis. They also helped cripple the Everglades, which is now the subject of the largest-ever environmental restoration project.
Cape Cod Times 
March 25, 2006 

Artist risks ire of regulators over theme park satire 
(Cape Cod Times - 3/25/06) 

PROVINCETOWN - Local artist Jay Critchley is known for his over-the-top social satire. But this time, the Army Corps of Engineers is hoping his tongue isn't planted in his cheek. 
This month, Critchley submitted a proposal to the Corps of Engineers for ''Martucket Eyeland,'' a ''Las Vegas-style, family-oriented vacation land'' to be built in the ocean on a corner of Cape Wind Associates' planned Nantucket Sound wind farm. 
Grand Forks Herald (North Dakota) 
March 27, 2006 

Flood Protection: Corps-Dikes Progressing as Planned 

By Tu-Uyen Tran 

The Grand Cities' dikes should be more than ready for any spring flooding this year, with construction progressing toward substantial completion at the end of the year.

Craig Johnson, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' resident engineer for Grand Forks, said Phase 1 is all but done, Phase 2 more than 95 percent complete, Phase 3 is 72 percent complete and Phase 4 is about 15 percent complete.

Los Angeles Times 
March 27, 2006 

An Island on the Verge; Development is lapping at tiny Palau's shores 

By Richard C. Paddock 

Tommy Remengesau Jr., the president of this tiny Pacific nation, will never forget the day four decades ago when he went sailing on his bamboo raft and returned with more fish than his family could eat.

He figured his parents would be pleased. Instead, his father hit him on the head and lectured him on the principles of conservation.


Richmond Times-Dispatch 
March 27, 2006 

Seeking archaeological treasure 
Some areas in peril from the Cohoke reservoir will be searched for Indian items 

BY LAWRENCE LATANE III, TIMES-DISPATCH STAFF WRITER 

KING WILLIAM -- Archaeologists will launch one of the biggest investigations of its kind in Virginia history when they begin to explore thousands of acres on the Middle Peninsula this summer.
The complex of sites promises such a rich potential for discoveries that one archaeologist likens it to a research park.
The thinly settled patchwork of fields and forests abounds with stone tools and other traces left by centuries of Indian inhabitants at places that could be imperiled by a reservoir approved for construction last year.
Washington Post 
March 27, 2006 

Pondering Alternatives To the Central Office 
By Stephen Barr

Hot desking. Hoteling. Virtual office. 
Welcome to the future of federal work -- "alternative workplace arrangements," or AWA, in the government's jargon. 

When it comes to AWA, most of the attention is focused on telecommuting, which allows federal employees to work at least one day a week from home or from a regional telework center.
