UNCLASSIFIED//

SUBJECT:  Safety of Use (SOU) Messages, Ground Precautionary Action (GPA) Messages and Maintenance Action (MA) Messages Issued by TACOM for 2nd Qtr FY08. 

1.  The following is a listing of all SOUs issued by TACOM for 2nd Qtr FY08. This information is provided for use and dissemination as deemed appropriate.  Complete copies of all of the following messages are available on the Army Electronic Product Support Bulletin Board via the Internet.  The web address is:  https://aeps2.ria.army.mil/serviced.cfm. 

    A.  MSG DTG 291720Z Jan 08, Subject:  Safety-of-Use Message (SOUM), TACOM Control No. SOUM-08-009, SUBJECT: Deadline, One Time Inspection on Riser Extension, Personnel Troop Parachute, NSN 1670-01-007-8563, Part Number 11-1-2149-1 Used on Parachute, Personnel Type, 35 Foot Diameter, MC1-1D, NSN 1670-01-487-0777,Part Number 11-1-900-3, LIN N67788 and Parachute, Personnel Type, 35 Foot Diameter, MC1-1E, NSN 1670-01-499-6573, Part Number 11-1-900-4, LIN N67788; Also Riser Extension, Personnel Troop Parachute, NSN 1670-00-708-4473, Part Number 11-1-2149-2 used on Parachute, Personnel Type, 35 Foot Diameter, T-10D, NSN 1670-01-484-2234, Part Number 11-1-564-4, LIN N67925. 

PROBLEM:  This message imposes a one time inspection on the subject 

equipment. Summary of problem:  During normal airborne operations, two separate incidents have occurred whereby the parachute riser extension separated from the L-bar connector link while a jumper was under canopy. In both cases, the jumper was able to pull his reserve and land safely on the ground.  There was evidence of the proper stitch pattern that holds the webbing together, however, no thread was in that area of the riser extension.  The only thing that was holding the webbing together was hot glue which is used by the manufacturer during pre-assembly.  It is suspected that the automatic sewing machine ran out of bobbin thread and 

couldn't complete the 4 point W-W stitch formation.  The riser extensions in question have been isolated to one particular manufacturer and contract number.  The manufacturer is Aerial Machine and Tool, CAGE Code 70133.  The contract number is W58P05-05-D-0002.  There were 12,500 riser extensions, NSN 1670-01-007-8563 produced on this contract but only 3,786 have been issued to the field. There were 5,000 riser extensions, NSN 1670-00-708-4473 produced on this contract but only 3,800 were issued to the field. 

Parts, Assembly, or Components Affected - 

Nomenclature                      Part No.                  NSN 

Riser, Extension, MC1-1D         11-1-2149-1         1670-01-007-8563 

Riser, Extension, T-10D          11-1-2149-2         1670-00-708-4473 

Parachute, Personnel, MC1-1D     11-1-900-3          1670-01-487-0777 

Parachute, Personnel, MC1-1E     11-1-900-4          1670-01-499-6573 

Parachute, Personnel, T-10D      11-1-564-4          1670-01-484-2234 

POCs: 

    (1)  Technical point of contact for this message is Mr. Steve 

Manos, AMSTA-LC-SEA, DSN 256-5564 or commercial 508-233-5564.  E-mail 

address is steven.manos@us.army.mil. 

    (2)  Logistical point of contact for this message is CW4 Jimmy 

Taylor, AMSTA-LC-SEA, DSN 256-6012 or commercial 508-233-6012. 

E-mail address is jimmy.taylor@us.army.mil. 

    (3) PM-CIE point of contact for this message is Mr. Takis Blanas, 

SFAE-SDR-D-CIE, DSN 256-5198 or commercial 508-233-5198.  E-mail address is: takis.blanas@us.army.mil. 

    B.  MSG DTG: 081822Z Feb 08, Subject: Safety Of Use Message (SOUM), TACOM Control No. SOUM 08-010 "Operational", Elements susceptible to working with and around Abrams Reactive Armor Tile 2 (ARAT2) for Abrams Tanks M1A1, NSN 2350-01-087- 1095, LIN T13168, and M1A2/SEP, NSN 2350-01-328-5964, LIN T13305. Total vehicle density affected is 5840. 

Problem:  To provide increased protection against Rocket Propelled Grenade (RPG) threats, the Project Manager's Office for the Abrams Tank System has developed and is currently fielding an enhanced armor system - Abrams Reactive Armor Tile 2 (ARAT2) for turret and hull sides of the Abrams tank.  As with all reactive armors, ARAT2 contains explosive materials.  The explosive used in ARAT2 is similar to other reactive armor already in use on other vehicle systems (Bradley BRAT, Stryker SRAT and Abrams ARAT1 tiles) and therefore provides no increased hazards to crew, dismounts or maintenance personnel when mounted on the vehicle during non-combat, Forward Operating Base (FOB) operations. The sensitivity of ARAT2 has 

been assessed as the same as these other reactive armor systems and is designed to detonate only when impacted by the required threat or larger. All reactive armor tiles produce fragments that can cause serious injury to personnel around the threat's point of impact on the vehicle.  There is no proven safe distance for any of the reactive armor systems installed on combat vehicles.  However, based on the testing done to date, for planning purposes a recommended distance of 100 meters or greater should be maintained 

by dismounted troops operating around vehicles equipped with ARAT2.  Due to the varying effects of the blast, this distance does not guarantee that no injuries will occur but will provide a reduced probability of injury during wartime operations.  The stand off distance will be better defined upon completion of further testing.  Due to the unique defeat mechanism used in ARAT2, an increased amount of fragments are generated when the tile is detonated by the threat round.  Results obtained from testing of ARAT2 indicate a potentially significant increase in hazards/collateral damage to personnel beyond existing reactive armor solutions.  The ARAT2 fragments are 

evenly distributed in a relatively wide arc around the point of impact.  The downward angle of the ARAT2 tile directs these fragments toward the ground. However, given the configuration and velocity of the fragments, ricochet off of most surfaces is likely. Additional ARAT2 testing is ongoing to better characterize these fragments and the hazards they pose to dismounted personnel and will be distributed via the link below upon completion.  For these reasons, employment of ARAT2 in urban Combined Arms Operations poses increased maneuver constraints. 

POCs: 

    (1) PM Heavy Brigade Combat Team Safety POC is Terry Smart, SFAE-GCS-HBCT-SI, DSN 786-7849, Commercial (586) 574-7849, email terry-

smart@us.army.mil. 

    (2)  PM Heavy Brigade Combat Team Engineering POC is John Rowe, SFAE-GCS-HBCT-S, DSN 786-6603, Commercial (586) 574-6603, email 

john.rowe2@us.army.mil. 

    (3)  TRADOC Capabilities Manager, Heavy Brigade Combat Team (TCM-

HBCT) Abrams POC is Gregory Skaff, ATZK-TS, DSN 464-2390, Commercial (502) 624-2390, email gregory.m.skaff@us.army.mil. 

    C.  MSG DTG: 111652Z Mar 08, Subject:  Safety of Use Message (SOUM), TACOM Control No. SOUM 08-011. This is a follow-up "Technical" Safety of Use Message for the armored Family of M939 AoA 5 Ton Trucks located in South West Asia (SWA)and the Continental United States (CONUS).  There are approximately 2,850 vehicles in SWA, and approximately 150 vehicles in CONUS.  A total of 

approximately 3,000 M939 vehicles are affected: Trucks, Cargo, Dropsides, M923A1P1 (2320-01-523-1101), M923A2P1 (2320-01-523-1098), LIN: D68413. Trucks, Cargo, Dropsides, M925A1P1 (2320-01-523-1096), M925A2P1 (2320-01- 523-1093), LIN: T39529. Trucks, Cargo, Extra-Long Wheel Base, w/o winch, M927A1P1 (2320-01-523-1057) M927A2P1 (2320-01-523-1071), LIN: T62044. Trucks, Cargo, Extra-Long Wheel Base, w/winch, M928A1P1 (2320-01-523-1061), M928A2P1 (2320-01-523-1063), LIN: T59964. Trucks, Dump, w/o winch, M929A1P1 (2320-01-523-1103), M929A2P1 (2320-01-523-1106), LIN: T43784. Trucks, Dump, w/winch, 

M930A1P1 (2320-01-523-1108) M930A2P1 (2320-01-523-1110), LIN: T98290. Trucks, Tractor, w/o winch, M931A1P1 (2320-01-523-1114), M931A2P1 (2320-01-523-1117), LIN: T10362. Trucks, Tractor, w/winch, M932A1P1 (2320-01-523-1119), M932A2P1 (2320-01-523-1121), LIN: C70077. Trucks, Van, Expansible, M934A1P1 (2320-01-523-1126), M934A2P1 (2320-01-523-1129), LIN: V40684.Trucks, Medium Wrecker, M936A1P1 (2320-01-523-1127), M936A2P1 (2320-01-523-1132), LIN: T94421. 

PROBLEM: In late June 2007, the seat and seat restraint system used in the M939 AoA vehicles listed above failed to meet the requirements of the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard (FMVSS) for a seat with an integrated seat belt restraint system.  Although the seat and seatbelt restraint system failed to meet requirements they do provide limited occupant crash protection at lower speeds.  In a higher speed accident or rollover, occupant protection is reduced.  The risk to soldiers is considerable as a result of forward movement causing them to impact the steering wheel, instrument panel, other equipment or windshield enough to cause serious injury or death. This follow on SOUM contains updated requisitioning instructions for the mandatory installation of the retrofit seat tether kits as outlined in SOUM 08-001 dated 5 Oct 07.  Retrofit seat tether kits are now in place and available for requisitioning.  Locations and POC's are listed in paragraph 3-D.  Refer to paragraph 3-E web link for installation instructions. 

POCs: 

    (1)  Terry Callahan, Team Leader, M939 FOV, SFAE-CSS-TV-M (586)574-8581, 

DSN 786-8581 or email terry.callahan1@us.army.mil. 

    (2)  Rodney McGonegal, M939 5 Ton Equipment Specialist AMSTA-LC- CHMM, (586)574-8150, DSN 786-8150 or email rodney.mcgonegal@us.army.mil. 

    D.  MSG DTG: 241709Z Mar 08, Subject:  Safety Of Use Message (SOUM), TACOM Control No. SOUM 08-012, Technical, BAE-TVS CAIMAN MRAP Electrical Fire.  This message applies to CAT 1, LIN YF200W, NSN, 2355-01-555-0908 and CAT 2, LIN YF200X, NSN, 2355-01-555-0919. 

Problem:  Joint Program Office (JPO) Mine Resistant Ambush Protected Vehicles (MRAP) has received a report of an electrical fire on the BAE-TVS CAIMAN MRAP vehicle.  The cause of the fire was a result of pinched electrical cables routed behind the battery box. 

POCs: 

    (1)  William Cieciek, AMSTA-ILSC-LC-GMM, DSN 786-8574, Comm (586)574-8574 E-mail bill.cieciek@us.army.mil. 

    (2)  Marcel A. Hood, AMSTA-ILSC-LC-GMM, DSN 786-8574, Comm (586)574-8574 E-mail marcel.hood@us.army.mil. 

2.  The following is a listing of all GPAs, issued by TACOM 2nd Qtr, FY08. This information is provided for use and dissemination as deemed appropriate. Complete copies of all of the following messages are available on the Army Electronic Product Support Bulletin Board via the Internet.The web address is:  https://aeps2.ria.army.mil/serviced.cfm.

    A.  MSG DTG: 112108Z Jan 08, Subject:  Ground Precautionary Message (GPM), TACOM Control No. GPM 08-005, Item Affected, Power Pack Interface (PPI), GDLS Part number 16101862-031 and Circuit Card Assembly (CCA), GDLS Part number 16101860-021, on STRYKER vehicles with model number M1126 Infantry Carrier Vehicle, LIN J22626, EIC AFF, NSN 2355-01-481-8575; M1133 Medical Evacuation Vehicle, LIN M30567, EIC AFN, NSN 2355-01-481-8580; M1134 Anti-Tank Guided Missile, LIN A83852, EIC AFP, NSN 2355-01-481-8576; M1130 

Commanders Vehicle, LIN C41314, EIC AFK, NSN 2355-01-481-8573; M1132 Engineer Squad Vehicle, LIN J97621, EIC AFM, NSN 2355-01-481-8570; M1131 Fire Support Vehicle, LIN F86821, EIC AFL, NSN 2355-01-481-8574; M1129 Mortar Carrier A Dismounted), LIN M53369, EIC AFJ NSN 2355-01-481-8578; M1129A1 Mortar Carrier B (Mounted), LIN 53369, NSN 2355-01-505-0871; M1127 Reconnaissance Vehicle LIN R62673, EIC AFG, NSN 2355-01-481-8572; M1128 Mobile Gun System, LIN M57720, EIC AFH, NSN 2355-01-481-8577; M1135 Nuclear, Biological, Chemical Reconnaissance Vehicle LIN N96543, EIC AFQ, NSN 2355-01-481-8579; and Equipment Density of approx. 2,600 Strykers. 

Problem:  General Dynamics Land Systems (GDLS) notified PM SBCT that faulty chips have been found on the Circuit Card Assembly (CCA) within the Power Pack Interface (PPI) which could cause the starter to engage and possibly allow the engine to start. Engine starter could engage and start engine when master power and/or aux power is switched to the ON position.  Vehicles with the faulty parts have the potential of inadvertently starting and causing injury to personnel performing maintenance tasks in the engine compartment 

and or around the vehicle.  The link below will give you a List of PPI's with suspect serial numbers: 

https://aeps2.ria.army.mil/commodity/pubs/tacom/stryker/pwr-pack-interface.html. 

POCs: 

    (1)  Equipment Specialist, Matthew R. Burich, matthew.r.burich@us.army.mil, Comm (586)532-6733. 

    (2)  PMO Maintenance, Ronald W. Ford, ronald.w.ford@us.army.mil, Comm (586)532-6706. 

    B.  MSG DTG 151938Z Jan 08, Subject: Ground Precautionary Message (GPM), TACOM Control No. GPM 08-006, Unauthorized Modifications to Up-Armored High Mobility Multi Purpose Wheeled Vehicle(UAH) Turret with Gunner Protection Kit (GPK) NSN 2510-01-532-5221 and Objective Gunner Protection Kit (O-GPK) NSN 2540-01-543-8325 for M1114, and NSN 2540-01-558-5467 for M1151.  This message applies to M1114, LIN T92446, NSN 2320-01-414-3739, Density 16,516, and M1151A1, LIN T34704, NSN 2320-01-540-2038, Density 11,362. 

Problem: Field application of Un-Authorized modifications to UAH's with GPK and O-GPK installed.  These modifications add weight to the upper roof and turret area of the vehicle raising the center of gravity (CG) adversely affecting vehicle stability, drivability, component fatigue and overloading of the roof support system.  Two modifications that have been identified are additional plates on the UAH roof and armor plates and ballistic glass added to the O-GPK.  Assessment of these modifications is estimated to add approximately 600 lbs. to the UAH.  Variations to the known modifications may 

have slightly different weight impacts however the safety of personnel and structural integrity of the vehicle remain an issue. The modifications being installed are placing additional weight on or near the top of the vehicle. This will raise the vehicle center of gravity (CG) and increase the potential for vehicle roll-over. The added weight of the modifications reduces the suspension travel beyond the limitations of Fragmentation Kit 5 (FK5) and O-

GPK equipped vehicles.  This has degrading affects to acceleration, fuel mileage, and increases vehicle fatigue, ground clearance and Braking distance. The added weight will also negatively impact weapon station readiness. The turret bearing has reached its load carrying capacity with the application of O-GPK.  The additional weight will accelerate failure of the turret ring and impact the rotation speed of the Battery Powered Motorized Traversing Unit (BPMTU) as well as battery life.  The added weight to the roof and the O-GPK exceeds the capacity of the roof support system integral to the vehicle.  Formal testing of this type of modification was performed but had to be discontinued due to signs of catastrophic fatigue.  This type 

failure is eminent if units continue to add these modifications and weight to the current roof structure. 

POCs: 

    (1) Douglas Fairbank, AMSTA-LC-CHLB, Comm 586-753-2796, DSN 786-2796, e-mail douglas.fairbank@us.army.mil. 

    (2) Michael Sprang, PM-LTV, DSN 786-3860, e-mail 

michael.sprang@us.army.mil. 

    C.  MSG DTG: 301305Z Jan 08, Subject:  Ground Precautionary Message (GPM), TACOM Control No. GPM 08-007, Knob, L.H.; NSN, 5305-01-554-2331 and Knob, R.H.; NSN, 5355-01-554-2334 and Screw, Cap, Socket, Hex 5/8-24 x 5/8; NSN 5305-00-764-2970 on the following High Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicles (HMMWVs), M1151A1, LIN: (T34704), NSN 2320-01-540-2038; M1152A1, Z-LIN (Z01013), NSN 2320-01-540-2007; M1165A1, Z-LIN (Z00958), NSN 2320-01-540-2017 with a combined Equipment Density of over 11,000 units. 

Problem:  Due to rigorous use, the screws that attach the lock knob assembly to the window frame on M1151A1, M1152A1, M1165A1 with Fragmentation (FRAG) 5 Doors are backing out. The results are a very loose fit of the lock knobs resulting in difficulty to operate the window and in some cases, an inability secure it or lock it into the closed position. The window consists of transparent armor and if the latch becomes in-operative or stuck, soldiers can be unprotected.  The lock knob also secures the window in position on its roller slide.  Since the ballistic window is heavy, a loose lock knob can 

cause the window to slide uncontrollably while the vehicle is driven posing an injury hazard to soldiers' arms and fingers. 

POCs: 

    (1)  Kurt Hunsanger, TACOM, DSN 786-2795, COMM (586)753-2795 or, 

EMAIL: kurt.hunsanger@us.army.mil. 

    (2)  Patricia Grashik, TACOM PM-LTV, DSN 786-2406, COMM (586)753-2406 or, EMAIL: patricia.grashik@us.army.mil. 

    D.  MSG DTG: 301844Z Jan 08, Subject:  Ground Precautionary Message (GPM), Operational, TACOM Control No. GPM 08-008, Item Affected, M777, 155mm, Towed Howitzer, Third Wheel Attachment Device, NSN 1025-01-537-3762, Density: 176. 

Problem:  Possible hazard of third wheel coming out of the muzzle 

brake. Use of third wheel without reinforcing safety strap could 

result in a significant safety hazard. If the third wheel vibrates out of the muzzle brake for any reason, the howitzer will fall to the ground potentially causing injury to personnel as well as damage to the howitzer. 

POCs: 

    (1)  William L. Saddler, TACOM-RI, william.l.saddler@us.army.mil, 

DSN 793-2324, COMM 309-782-2324. 

    (2)  Charles Gephart, TACOM-RI, charles.gephart@us.army.mil, 

DSN 793-1956, COMM 309-782-1956. 

    (3)  Safety Engineer: Jose L. Rivera, DSN 793-0957, COMM 309-782-0957 office email: rock-amsta-cs-csr@conus.army.mil. 

    E.  MSG DTG: 131912Z Mar 08, SUBJECT:  Ground Precautionary Message, Mandatory Maintenance Message, TACOM Control No. GPM-08-009, Retractable Power Cable on the M7 Forward Repair System (FRS), NSN: 4940-01-463-7940, 4940- 01-533-1621 LIN: F64544, Density: 862. 

Problem: Ft Carson identified a failure with the electrical retractable power cable NSN 6230-01-479-1416. Two retractable power cables have caught on fire on two different FRS units.  Excessive melting of the cable from the opening of the reel indicated there was extreme heat going on to cause the melting from the outside of the insulation.  A review of the location of the Work Lights found that it sits three feet from the heater.  The vents were facing directly toward the reels and the heater was running to build the extreme heat to cause this melting. Expected results if failure occurs:  The retractable power cables may spontaneously catch fire.  Melted wires could electrically short out and shock personnel using the work light. 

POCs: 

    (1)  Technical:  Larry Rigsby, Equipment Specialist, AMSTA-LC-CTO, DSN: 793-5710, e-mail: larry.rigsby@us.army.mil. 

    (2)  System Acquisition Manager:  Michael A. Hoyt, System 

Acquisition Manager, AMSTA-LC-CT0, DSN: 793-6370, COMM: (309) 

782-6370, e-mail: michael.a.hoyt@us.army.mil. 

    (3)  Item Manager:  Patricia Jacques, AMSTA-LC-CTO, DSN: 793-0232, COMM: (309) 782-0232, e-mail: patricia.jacques@conus.army.mil. 

    (4)  Safety Engineer:  Gavin Ziegler, AMSTA-CS-CZR, DSN: 793-2995, COMM: (309) 782-2995, e-mail: gavin.ziegler@us.army.mil. 

    F. MSG DTG:  191708Z Mar 08, Subject:  Ground Precautionary Message (GPM), TACOM Control No. GPM 08-010, Abrams Service Brake Cable Inspection. Vehicles affected: M1A1, NSN 2350-01-087-1095, LIN T13168, and M1A2/SEP, NSN 2350-01-328-5964, LIN T13305.  Heavy Assault Bridge System, Wolverine, NSN 5420-01-430-4227, LIN H82510.  Total vehicle density affected is 5848. 

Problem: It has been determined that a manufacturer of the Abrams 

Service Brake Cable, NSN 2590-01-080-5657, P/N 12273440 used an inner 

core conduit which does not meet the high temp requirement outlined in the manufacturing specifications.  As a result, failure of the brake cable assembly may occur due to material breakdown from overheating resulting in melting of the conduit. The most probable failure scenario to occur is the brakes may not release after application causing excessive brake drag and subsequent transmission damage.  One reported occurrence, the driver had to reach down to the brake pedal and physically pull the pedal back up to release the brakes. This anomaly is not anticipated to cause loss of brakes, 

however, operational impacts of a failed cable with continued use has 

not been determined.  If the vehicle has been identified to have one of the suspect cables as outlined in the inspection procedures below, it must be replaced. There are two manufacturers that produce black service brake cables.  The suspect cables (black in color) have the part number and TACOM Cage code (19207-12273440) ink stamped with white characters on the plastic sheathing of the cable (see below embedded AKO Link).  The number "2" in the 19207 portion of the number may appear to be a "Z" like in the linked picture.  This is the suspect marking. https://www.us.army.mil/suite/doc/9150269.  The "good" service cable (black in color) has the manufacturers cage code (72166) ink stamped in white characters on the plastic sheathing of the cable.  No problems have been identified with this manufacturer's cable.  Care should be taken in Cage Code 

locating since there is no standard placement of the marking on either cable. The marking could be located anywhere on the cable. 

POCs: 

    (1)  PM Heavy Brigade Combat Team Safety POC is Terry Smart, SFAE-GCS-HBCT-SI, DSN 786-7849, Commercial (586) 574-7849, email 

terry-smart@us.army.mil. 

    (2)  PM Heavy Brigade Combat Team Engineering POC is Jack Phillips, SFAE-GCS-HBCT-S, DSN 786-2374, Commercial (586) 753-2374, email jack.phillips@us.army.mil. 

    (3)  PM Heavy Brigade Combat Team Product Assurance POC is Bill 

Ehred, SFAE-GCS-HBCT-Q, DSN 786-7820, Commercial (586) 574-7820, email Bill.ehred@us.army.mil. 

    (4)  PM Heavy Brigade Combat Team Logistics POC is Mike Akrigg, 

SFAE-GCS-HBCT-L, DSN 786-2354, Commercial (586) 753-2354, email 

michael.r.akrigg@us.army.mil. 

    (5)  TRADOC Capabilities Manager, Heavy Brigade Combat Team (TCM-

HBCT) Abrams POC is Gregory Skaff, ATZK-TS, DSN 464-2390, 

Commercial (502) 624-2390, email gregory.m.skaff@us.army.mil. 

3.  The following is a listing of all MAs issued by TACOM 2nd Qtr, FY08. This information is provided for use and dissemination as deemed Appropriate.  Complete copies of all of the following messages are available on the Army Electronic Product Support Bulletin Board via the Internet.  The web address is https://aeps2.ria.army.mil/serviced cfm. 

    A. MSG DTG:  031734Z Jan 08, Subject:  Maintenance Advisory Message (MAM), TACOM Control NO. MAM 08-012, International Military & Government (IMG) Fire Suppression System (FSS), for all IMG Mine Resistant Ambush Protective (MRAP) Vehicles, LIN YF200T, NSN 2355-01-553-4634, 702 vehicles. 

Problem: Feedback from the MRAP Joint program office forward (JPO) indicates soldiers are experiencing inadvertent activation/discharge of the IMG cabin FSS bottles.  The vehicles may arrive in Theater with the cabin FSS bottle already discharged or it may activate while utilizing communications or from an unknown source.  The cabin fire suppression agent is water.  Investigation is ongoing to 

determine the cause of the cabin FSS bottle discharge/activation. 

POCs: 

    (1)  Milt Parker, PM MRAP, 586-753-2523, DSN 786-2523, email: 

milton.parker@us.army.mil. 

    (2)  Gerardo Sotomayor-Morales, ILS Manager, PM MRAP, 586-909-5561, DSN 786-7767, email: Gerardo.SotomayorMorales@us.army.mil. 

    B.  MSG DTG:  091513Z Jan 08, Subject:  Maintenance Advisory Message (MAM), TACOM Control No. MAM 08-013, Replacing Retention System on Advanced Combat Helmet (ACH) produced by Gentex Corporation under contract number W911QY-04-F-0235. 

Problem: Helmets manufactured by the Gentex Corporation under contract number W911QY-04-F-0235 have a retention system (chinstrap) hole that is too small for the current universal replacement retention system (NSN 8470-01-530-0868). Helmets can be identified by the contract number W911QY-04-F-0235 appearing on the label located on the left eardome area or the head of the screw having a diameter of 0.490 inch or the shoulder (shaft) of the screw having a diameter of 0.215 inch.  This message is provided to advise 

commanders of the instructions for replacing the ACH retention system.  Not all Gentex helmets require this modification, because ACHs made after this contract have the larger hole and some made under W911QY-04-F-0235 have already been modified. 

POCS: 

    (1)  PM-Soldier Survivability (PM-SSV) APM for helmets: MAJ William Schaffer, DSN 654-4752, COMM: 703-704-4752, e-mail: 

william.r.schaffer@us.army.mil. 

    (2)  PM-Survivability (PM-SSV) Engineer:  Mr. Scott Bennet, DSN 256-5432, COMM:  (508) 233-5432, e-mail: scott.bennet@us.army.mil. 

    C.  MSG DTG: 301343Z Jan 08, SUBJECT:  Maintenance Advisory Message (MAM), TACOM Control No. MAM 08-014, M2 Machine Gun Receiver Inspection Criteria on the M2 50 Caliber Machine Guns, NSN 1005-00-322-9715 (Flex), 1005-00- 957-3893 (Turret type), and M296 Aircraft .50 Caliber Machine 

Gun, NSN 1005-01-338-4766, LINs L91975 and L91701, Density: 50,000+. 

Problem: The current receiver assembly inspection criteria in TM 9-1005-213-23&P, Change 2, dated February 2007, is subjective and open to interpretation.  This MAM provides specific information and methods to best determine the serviceability of an M2 receiver assembly. 

POCs: 

    (1)  Technical: Mr. Bill Jensen, email: 

bill.jensen@us.army.mil, DSN 793-3677, commercial (309)782-3677. 

    (2)  Mr. Walter Hilliard, commercial (309)782-2108, DSN 793-2108, email: walter.hilliard@us.army.mil. 

    D.  MSG DTG: 011350Z Feb 08, Subject:  Maintenance Advisory Message (MAM), TACOM Control No. MAM 08-015 Item affected: MW24C Scoop Loader Cab with Add-on-Armor (AOA), NSN: 2540-01-541-8275, All Vehicles Affected with Model Number: MW24C Scoop Loader, LIN: L76556, End Item NSN: 3805-01-538-7782, Density: 70, Projected 90. 

Problem:  On the MW24C Scoop Loader with Add on Armor (AoA), the isolation mounts are not standing up to the extra weight of the AoA.  Based on Engineer Analysis, this may cause the cab to shift and may allow the rebound mount bolts to become loose as the loader moves over rough terrain but not to the point where the cab will fall off. 

POC's: 

    (1)  Ron Hoult: ron.hoult@us.army.mil DSN: 786-2484, COMM (586) 753-2484(Maintenance System Manager). 

    (2)  Dave Marten: david.marten@us.army.mil DSN: 786-7644, COMM (586)574-7644(Equipment Specialist). 

    (3)  Wayne Kraenzlein: wayne.kraenzlein@us.army.mil  DSN: 786-

8021,(586)574-8021(System Acquisition Manager). 

    E.  MSG DTG: 011447Z Feb 08, Subject:  Maintenance Advisory Message (MAM), TACOM Control No. MAM 08-016, Regarding the inspection of Brake Line/Tube Elbow Fitting, part number 10624771-4 (56161) NSN (4730-01-456-5913), on all STRYKER vehicles with model number M1126 Infantry Carrier Vehicle, LIN J22626, EIC AFF, NSN 2355-01-481-8575; M1133 Medical Evacuation Vehicle, LIN M30567, EIC AFN, NSN 2355-01-481-8580; M1134 Anti-Tank Guided Missile, LIN A83852, EIC AFP, NSN 2355-01-481-8576; M1130 Commanders Vehicle, LIN C41314, EIC AFK, NSN 2355-01-481-8573; M1132 Engineer Squad Vehicle, LIN J97621, EIC AFM, NSN 2355-01-481-8570; M1131 Fire Support Vehicle, LIN F86821, EIC AFL, NSN 2355-01-481-8574; M1129 Mortar Carrier A (Dismounted), 

LIN M53369, EIC AFJ NSN 2355-01-481-8578; M1129A1 Mortar Carrier B (Mounted), LIN 53369, NSN 2355-01-505-0871; M1127 Reconnaissance Vehicle LIN R62673, EIC AFG, NSN 2355-01-481-8572; M1128 Mobile Gun System, LIN M57720, EIC AFH, NSN 2355-01-481-8577; M1135 Nuclear, Biological, Chemical Reconnaissance Vehicle LIN N96543, EIC AFQ, NSN 2355-01-481-8579; Equipment Density of 2186 Stryker's. 

Problem:  This is to inform the field that some vehicles may have 

been provided with one brake line/tube not properly locked in place. 

Elbow Fitting, part number 10624771-4, had been supplied in both short and long versions.  The longer versions may cause interference with the release valve assembly and driver's bulkhead plate located on the floor.  This may cause the locking ring to be improperly positioned which could result in the brake line/tube to not be properly locked in the fitting. 

POCs: 

    (1)  Equipment Specialist, Kendall Whitehead, Com (586-532-6703), 

kendall.whitehead@us.army.mil. 

    (2)  PMO maintenance POC is Mr. Ron Ford, Com (586-532-6706), 

Ronald.w.ford@us.army.mil. 

    F.  MSG DTG:  041534Z Feb 08, Subject:  Maintenance Advisory Message (MAM), TACOM Control No. MAM 08-017, International Military & Government (IMG), Battery Cable Disconnect Procedures, for all IMG Mine Resistant Ambush Protective (MRAP) Vehicles, LIN YF200T, NSN 2355-01-553-4634, 702 vehicles. 

Problem:  Feedback from the field indicates the IMG MRAP battery 

cable disconnect procedures are not correctly referenced in the TMs 

which can result in a blown transmission control module 10a fuse leading to an engine no-start condition. 

POCs: 

    (1)  Milt Parker, PM MRAP, 586-753-2245, DSN 786-2245, Email: 

milton.parker@us.army.mil. 

    (2)  Gerardo Sotomayor-Morales, ILS Manager, PM MRAP, 586-909-5561, DSN 786-7767, Email: Gerardo.Sotomayormorales@Us.army.mil. 

    G.  MSG DTG:  131324Z Feb 08, Subject:  Maintenance Action Message (MAM), Operational, TACOM Control MAM 08-018, for: M95, Mortar Fire Control System (MFCS), 1230-01-503-7784, LIN F83625; M96, MFCS, 1230-01-503-7783, LIN F83693 and M32, Lightweight Handheld Mortar Ballistic Computer (LHBMC), 7021-01-521-1611, LIN M32043, Densities 900/250/2000. 

Problem: Subject systems' assistance email address, 

mfchelp@pica.army.mil presently listed in the "Reporting Software and 

Hardware Problems" section of referenced TMs, was changed to 

pica.mfchelp@conus.army.mil.  The assistance at this address has changed from a general assistance center to handling only non-sustainment, reporting issues.  A new, primary contact address, ROCK-TACOM-MORTAR-SYSTEMS@conus.army.mil was created for sustainment issues on MFCS/LHMBC equipment. These address changes are effective immediately and degrade the supportability of fielded units using the earlier versions of TMs, listing the non-valid, email address. 

POCs: 

    (1)  Mr. Joe Schmidt, Equipment Specialist, TACOM-RI Mortar Team, 

joe.schmidt@us.army.mil, Comm (309) 793-3369, DSN 782-3369. 

    (2)  Mr. Brian Sharkey, Lead Logistician, PM Mortars, 

brian.d.sharkey@us.army.mil, Comm (973) 724-2395, DSN 880-2395. 

    H.  MSG DTG 261329Z Feb 08, Subject:  Maintenance Advisory Message (MAM), TACOM Control NO. MAM 08-019, New reliability enhanced, 24-bolt Wheel Assembly introduced into production and available to the field.  HMMWV Wheel assembly NSN 2530-01-558-2138, Goodrich Baja/Goodyear MT/R tire:  NSN 2610-01-541-4090; Run Flat: NSN 2640-01-419-6202 and Rim Assembly Kit, P/N 57K4900. Vehicles affected:  M1114, LIN: T92446, 2320-01-413-3739; M1113, 

LIN: T61630, 2320-01-412-0143; M1097A2, LIN: T07679, 2320-01-380-8604; M997A2, LIN: T38844, 2310-01-380-8225; M1035A2, 2310-01-380-8290; M1045A2, 2320-01-380-8229; M1043A2, 2320-01-380-8213; M1025A2, LIN: T92242, 2320-01-380-8233; M1123, 2320-01-455-9593; M1151, LIN: T34704, 2320-01-518-7330; M1152, LIN: T11588, 2320-01-518-7332; M1117, LIN: A93374, 2320-01-437-6957; M966A1, LIN: T05096, 2320-01-372-3932; M998A1, LIN:  T61494, 2320-01-371-9577; M1038A1, LIN: T61562, 2320-01-371-9578; M997A1, LIN: T38844, 2310-01-372-3934; M1035A1, 2310-01-371-9585; M1045A1, 2320-01-371-9580; M1043A1, 

2320-01-372-3933; M1044A1, 2320-01-371-9581; M1046A1, 2320-01-371-9582; M996A1, LIN: T38707, 2310-01-372-3935; M1025A1, LIN: T92242, 2320-01-371-9584; M1026A1, LIN: T92310, 2320-01-371-9579; M1097, LIN: T07679, 2320-01-346-9317, M966, LIN: T05096, 2320-01-107-7153; M998, LIN: T61494, 2320-01-107-7155, M1038, LIN: T61562, 2320-01-107-7156; M997, LIN: T38844, 2310-01-111-2274; M996, LIN: T38707, 2310-01-111-2275; M1025, LIN: T92242, 2320-01-128-9551; M1026, LIN: T92310, 2320- 01-128-9552; M1035, 2310-01-146-7194; M1037, LIN: T07543, 2320-01-146-7193, M1045, 2320-01-146-7191; M1043, 2320-01-146-7190; M1044; 2320-01-146-7189; M1046, 2320-01-146-7188; M1042, 2320-01-146-7187; M1121, 2320-01-456-1282, M1165, NSN 2320-01-540-1993, LIN: Z00960; M1165A1, NSN 2520-01-540-2017, LIN: Z00958.  Equipment Density TOTAL 

131,452; SWA Density, 28,027 

Problem:  A new HMMWV 24-bolt, rim assembly has been introduced to 

the field.  The 24-bolt rim serves the same form, fit, and function as the current 12-bolt rim, however, it has an additional 12 bolts to 

fasten the inner rim half to the outer rim half.  The new rim has been cut into vehicle production as a reliability enhancement feature and it does not change the vehicle's Ground Vehicle Weight (GVW) requirements. The 24-bolt rim assembly attaches to the vehicle in the same fashion as the current 12-bolt assembly.  The only difference between the 12-bolt and 24-bolt is that when servicing the 24-bolt rim assembly, there is an additional 12 bolts to be removed or installed.  There are no compatibility issues when mixing 12-

bolt rims and 24-bolt rims on the same vehicle, however tire mixing 

limitations still apply. 

POCs: 

    (1)  Robert Speare, HMMWV Equipment Specialist, Email 

Robert.Speare@conus.army.mil, DSN 786-2721, COMM (586) 753-2721. 

    (2)  Joseph Celeste, Wheel Assembly (NSN 2530-01-558-2138) Item 

Manager, Joseph.Celeste@us.army.mil, DSN 786-4285, COMM (586) 574-4285. 

    (3)  DLA POC: DSCC Tire Team: email: DSCC.TiresTeam@dla.mil, DSN 

850-1199. 

    I.  MSG DTG:  261358Z Feb 08, Subject: Maintenance Advisory Message (MAM), TACOM Control No. MAM 08-020, Transmission, NSN 2520-01-548-4841, FMTV ALL, Density 160 vehicles on attached list.  This is a follow up message to SOUM 06-030, dated 211716Z Sept 06. 

Problem:  On some Gen IV 3700 Allison Transmissions, installed on the latest generation of FMTV transmissions there is an upgrade needed for the Transmission Control Module (TCM).  This upgrade is eliminates the possibility of the vehicle locking into 4th gear and exhibiting diagnostic code P0842.  This issue was brought into focus with Test Incident Reports from Aberdeen Test Center during scheduled testing of FMTVs and over 97% have already been reprogrammed.  See attached list for the 160 remaining affected FMTV serial numbers.  These 4th generation transmission electronic control units are not programmed properly which could allow the 4th gear to lock-up.  If this occurs the Transmission Control Module (TCM) P/N A430024D will set diagnostic code P0842 indicating that the C2 latch valve in the 

valve body is not properly positioned to initiate the next shift.  The transmission will shift into 4th gear and lock in place as a "Limp Home" measure. The vehicle can still be driven and brought to a stop.  However, in the "Limp Home" mode the maximum speed is 27 mph. Problems may occur if unexpected speed restrictions are encountered during normal operations. 

POCs: 

    (1)  Charles Meinke, FMTV Equipment specialist, AMSTA-LC-CHMF, Comm. 586-574-6457, DSN 786-6457 or e-mail chuck.meinke@conus.army.mil. 

    (2)  John Eynon, FMTV Lead Logistics Management Specialist, AMSTA-LC-CHMF, Comm.586-574-5204, DSN 786-5204, e-mail john.t.eynon@conus.army.mil. 

    (3)  Christina Rieger, Product Manager, MTV Logistics Management 

Specialist, Comm. 586-574-7496, DSN 786-7496, e-mail 

christina.rieger@us.army.mil. 

    J.  MSG DTG: 261438Z Feb 08, Subject:  Maintenance Advisory Message (MAM), TACOM Control No. MAM 08-021, Buffalo MPCV Models:  MK0, NSN 2320-01-529-2249, MK1, NSN 2320-01-529-2251, MK2, NSN 2320-01-531-6425.  Vehicles Affected:  All Buffalo MPCVs. 

Problem:  Fasteners used on the Buffalo suspension spring hangers may become loose.  General:  It has been determined that certain fasteners used on the Buffalo suspension spring hangers may become loose.  Affected fasteners are not holding to the designed torque specification.  Once loose, the affected fasteners cannot be retorqued without risk of damage. 

POCs: 

    (1)  Mr. Darcy S. Bell, ILS Manager/MPCV, AMSTA-LC-GMA, DSN 786- 7729, Comm (586) 574-7729, darcy.s.bell@us.army.mil. 

    (2)  James D. Stephens, Buffalo MPCV System Acquisition Manager, PM Assured Mobility Systems, Office: (586) 574-6710, DSN 786-6710, 

james.d.stephens@us.army.mil. 

    K.  MSG DTG:  271325Z Feb 08, Subject:  Maintenance Advisory Message (MAM), TACOM Control No. MAM 08-022, Tester, Density and Moisture [Soil and Asphalt] Nuclear Method, Campbell Pacific Model MC-1 [CCE], LIN W02673, End Item NSN 6635-01-030-6896 and Fleet Density of 135 ea. 

Problem:  Purpose of this MAM is to provide the updated Special 

Permit 14568, Rev 1 (item b. under above reference documents) which 

extends the expiration to 31 May 08.  The MC-1 Tester, Density and 

Moisture [Soil and Asphalt] had lost its Special Form Certificate, 

which stopped its shipment, but now the tester has received a DOT 

Special Permit and IAEA Special Form Certificate allowing commercial 

and military CONUS and OCONUS shipments.  However, there are 

requirements that must be followed in order for the Army to continue 

shipment of the testers under the permit and certificate.  Failure to 

follow the requirements will void the permit and certificate, and 

potentially cause Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) and DOT 

violations resulting in penalties (civil and criminal). 

POCs: 

    (1)  Karen McGuire, Karen.Lapa.McGuire@us.army.mil, DSN 786-7635 or Comm. 

(586)574-7635. 

    (2)  Robert Szeromski, Bob.Szeromski@us.army.mil, DSN 786-2487 or 

Comm. (586)753-2487. 

    J.  MSG DTG:  051303Z Mar 08, SUBJECT:  Maintenance Advisory Message (MAM), Informational, TACOM Control No. MAM 08-023, for the M16 Series Rifles and M4 Series Carbines, Cleaning and Maintenance. 

Problem:  This message is to reinforce the proper cleaning and maintenance of M16 Rifles and M4 Carbines in hot, sandy, and dusty environments. 

POCs: 

    (1)  Equipment Specialist:  Mr. Terry Rosenthal, TACOM-RI, AMSTA-LC-WSIR, DSN 793-6457, Commercial 309-782-6457, E-Mail: 

terry.rosenthal@us.army.mil. 

    (2)  Equipment Specialist:  Mr. Neal Christianson, TACOM-RI, AMSTA- LC-WSIR, DSN 793-0034, Commercial 309-782-0034, E-Mail: 

neal.christianson@us.army.mil. 

    (3)  Maintenance Engineer:  Mr. Brian Kammer, TACOM-RI, AMSTA-LC- WSIR, DSN 793-2995, COM 309-782-2995. E-Mail: brian.kammer@US.ARMY.MIL. 

    K.  MSG DTG: 061247Z Mar 08,  Subject:  Maintenance Advisory Message (MAM), TACOM Control No. MAM 08-024, BAE-TVS Caiman MRAP Vehicle Tire and Wheel Assembly.  All BAE- TVS Caiman Mine Resistant Ambush Protective (MRAP) Vehicles, LIN YF200W, Category I, NSN 2355-01-555-0908, 375 vehicles. 

Problem:  The wheel assemblies for the FMTV and Caiman MRAP vehicles look identical and fit on both vehicles.  The difference between the two, however, is that the Caiman MRAP wheel assembly has a run flat insert whereas the FMTV wheel assembly does not. 

POCs: 

    (1)  Marcel A. Hood, MRAP, 586-574-8574, DSN 786-8574, 

Email: marcel.hood@us.army.mil. 

    (2)  Luis D. Concepcion, MRAP, 586-574-8574, DSN 786-8574, Email: 

luis.d.concepcionvazquez@us.army.mil. 

    L.  MSG DTG:  191418Z Mar 08, SUBJECT:  Maintenance Advisory Message (MAM), TACOM Control No. MAM 08-025, INTERNATIONAL MILITARY & GOVERNMENT (IMG) Spotlight Ground Short, for all IMG MaxxPro Mine Resistant Ambush Protected (MRAP) Vehicles built prior to VIN 1HTWEADR68J665410, NSN 2355-01-553-4634. 

Problem:  IMG Spotlight Ground (Radio Frequency Drain Wire) may short to nearby switch inside the Instrument Panel Center Section causing unintended operation/lowering of rear crew door. 

POCS: 

    (1)  Bill Cieciek, PM MRAP, 586-574-8574, DSN 786-8574, EMAIL: 

bill.cieciek@US.ARMY.MIL. 

    (2)  Marcel Hood, PM MRAP, 586-574-8574, DSN 786-8574, EMAIL: 

marcel.hood@US.ARMY.MIL. 

    M.  MSG DTG:  251630Z Mar 08, Subject:  Maintenance Advisory Message (MAM), TACOM Control NO. 08-026, Side Port Gasket, NSN 5330-01-260-8702, for use in M40A1/M42A2 and MCU-2A/P Masks. 

Problem:  Side Port Gaskets, NSN 5330-01-260-8702, produced under Defense Supply Center Philadelphia (DSCP) contract number SPM 500-03-d-0239-0130, have an undersize diameter and are unacceptable for use in M40A1/M42A2 and MCU-2A/P masks.  TACOM is aware that undersize side port gaskets have been issued to the field as repair parts for use in the M40A1/M42A2 and MCU-2A/P masks.  These undersize gaskets cannot be used to repair the facepiece assembly of the M40A1/M42A2 and MCU-2A/P masks. 

POCs: 

    (1)  Lead Production Specialist, Dorothy Sprouls, DSCP-NLMC, DSN 

444-8230, COMM: (215) 737-8230; email: dorothy.sprouls@dla.mil. 

    (2)  Equipment Specialist, Darrin Moore, AMSTA-LC-SBPI, DSN 793-

2353,COMM: (309)782-2353; email: darrin.moore1@us.army.mil.
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