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THIS MESSAGE HAS BEEN SENT BY THE PENTAGON TELECOMMUNICATION CENTER ON BEHALF OF DA WASHINGTON DC//DAPE-MPE//


SUBJECT: MEDICAL HOLDOVER (MHO) SOLDIERS AND THE ARMY PHYSICAL DISABILITY EVALUATION SYSTEM (PDES) 

A. DODD 1332.18, SEPARATION OR RETIREMENT FOR PHYSICAL DISABILITY, 4 NOVEMBER 1996.

B. DODI 1332.38, PHYSICAL DISABILITY EVALUATION, 14 NOVEMBER 1996.

C. AR 40-400, PATIENT ADMINISTRATION, 12 MARCH 2001.

D. AR 40-501, STANDARDS OF MEDICAL FITNESS, 1 FEBRUARY 2005.

E. AR 600-60, PHYSICAL PERFORMANCE EVALUATION SYSTEM, 25 JUNE 2002.

F. AR 635-40, PHYSICAL EVALUATION FOR RETENTION, RETIREMENT, OR SEPARATION, 8 FEBRUARY 2006.

G. MEMORANDUM FROM ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE ARMY (MANPOWER AND RESERVE AFFAIRS) ON TRANSITION OF RESERVE COMPONENT SOLDIERS FROM PARTIAL MOBILIZATION ORDERS TO MEDICAL RETENTION PROCESSING, 6 MARCH 2004.

H. IMPLEMENTATION INSTRUCTIONS TRANSITION OF RESERVE COMPONENT SOLDIERS FROM PARTIAL MOBILIZATION TO MEDICAL RETENTION PROCESSING, 6 MARCH 2004.

I. HQDA, OPORD 04-01, ANNEX Q (MEDICAL HOLDOVER OPERATIONS), 20 JANUARY 2004.

J. OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL / MEDICAL COMMAND POLICY MEMO 04-007, DATED 29 JUNE 2004, SOLDIERS CONSIDERED APPROPRIATE FOR MEDICAL RETENTION PROCESSING.


1. THIS MESSAGE APPLIES TO ALL RESERVE COMPONENT (RC) SOLDIERS WHO ENTER MEDICAL RETENTION PROCESSING (MRP).


2. THE PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAGE IS TO PROVIDE CLARIFICATION ON FINAL DISPOSITIONING OF SOLDIERS IN MRP WHO HAVE ENTERED THE ARMY PHYSICAL DISABILITY EVALUATION SYSTEM (PDES).


3. THE PURPOSE OF THE MRP IS TO VOLUNTARILY TRANSITION SOLDIERS FROM 10 USC 12302 PARTIAL MOBILIZATION ORDERS TO 10 USC 12301(D) ORDERS FOR MRP TO INCLUDE PARTICIPATION IN THE COMMUNITY BASED HEALTH CARE INITIATIVE (CBHCI). THE MRP PROGRAM APPLIES ONLY TO RC SOLDIERS CURRENTLY ON ACTIVE DUTY FOR CONTINGENCY OPERATIONS CONNECTED TO THE GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM (GWOT). THE MRP IS DESIGNED TO EVALUATE AND TREAT RC SOLDIERS WITH IN LINE OF DUTY (ILOD) INCURRED ILLNESSES, INJURIES OR DISEASES, OR AGGRAVATED PREEXISTING CONDITIONS, AND, AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, RETURN THESE RC SOLDIERS BACK TO DUTY WITHIN THEIR RESPECTIVE RC. IF A RETURN TO DUTY IS NOT POSSIBLE, RC SOLDIERS ARE TO BE PROCESSED THROUGH THE ARMY PDES.


4. ONCE A SOLDIER PARTICIPATING IN THE MRP HAS ENTERED THE ARMY PDES, DISPOSITION OCCURS WHEN THE SOLDIER IS FOUND TO MEET MEDICAL RETENTION STANDARDS BY ARMY MEDICAL AUTHORITY. IF THE SOLDIER FALLS BELOW MEDICAL RETENTION STANDARDS, THEN HIS/HER DISPOSITION IS NOT DETERMINED UNTIL COMPLETION OF THE MEDICAL EVALUATION BOARD (MEB) AND THE PHYSICAL EVALUATION BOARD (PEB) PROCESS. THIS INCLUDES ALL APPEAL PROCESSES.


5. ONCE A SOLDIER ENTERS THE ARMY PDES, HE OR SHE WILL REMAIN ON MRP

12301(D) ORDERS AND ASSIGNED OR ATTACHED TO, AND UNDER THE DIRECT COMMAND AND CONTROL OF, THEIR CURRENT MEDICAL RETENTION PROCESSING UNIT (MRPU) OR COMMUNITY BASED HEALTH CARE ORGANIZATION (CBHCO) UNTIL THE COMPLETION OF THE MEB, AND IF NECESSARY, THE PEB, TO INCLUDE ALL APPEALS.


6. THE ONLY EXCEPTION TO PARAGRAPHS 4 AND 5 ABOVE IS SOLDIERS WHO HAVE NOT COMPLETED THEIR MEDICAL CARE, AND, IF APPLICABLE, THE ARMY PDES PROCESS, MAY REQUEST RELEASE FROM ACTIVE DUTY (REFRAD) FROM MRP AT THE END OF THEIR 179 DAY MRP 12301(D) INITIAL OR EXTENSION ORDER.

THE SOLDIER MUST SUBMIT A SIGNED DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY (DA) FORM

4187 AND MRP WITHDRAW STATEMENT THROUGH THEIR CHAIN OF COMMAND TO THE HUMAN RESOURCES COMMAND ALEXANDRIA, RC MEDICAL SERVICE SUPPORT SECTION REQUESTING REFRAD. UPON REFRAD, SOLDIERS WILL RETURN TO THEIR RESPECTIVE COMPONENT CONTROL.


7. SOLDIERS WHO REQUIRE COMPLETION OF ANY PORTION OF THE ARMY PDES AND ELECT REFRAD (AS STATED IN PARAGRAPH 6 ABOVE) WILL HAVE A DA FORM 3349, PHYSICAL PROFILE PREPARED THAT CLEARLY INDICATES THE DIAGNOSIS AND CURRENT STATUS IN THE ARMY PDES PROCESS. A COPY OF THE DA 3349 MUST BE GIVEN TO THE SOLDIER AND HIS OR HER CHAIN OF COMMAND.


8. POC FOR THIS MESSAGE IS LTC MICHAEL LURASCHI, DIRECTORATE OF MILITARY PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT, ARMY G-1 (DAPE-MPE-DR), DSN: 225-7874,

COM: (703) 695-7874, EMAIL: MICHAEL.LURASCHI@HQDA.ARMY.MIL.

9. EXPIRATION DATE CANNOT BE DETERMINED.
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