	MESSAGE TO THE REGIMENT #41:
”The Engineer Blast”
19 January 2006
A.  Overview:  The Office of the Chief of Engineers is pleased to forward this forty-first version of “The Engineer Blast”.  


Thanks for all you do and stay safe – enjoy the “BLAST!!”  
NOTE:  In order to further enhance communications from the major entities of the Engineer Regiment to the field, the Office, Chief of Engineers (OCE) is facilitating a process to spread Engineer knowledge from the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), The United States Army Engineer School (USAES), Engineer Branch, other Engineer agencies, and our office in the Pentagon.  All links should work for .mil computers.  
The 2007 XVIII Airborne Corps Engineer Conference

The 20th EN BDE is hosting the XVIII Airborne Corps Engineer Conference from 6-8 FEB 07 at the Airborne and Special Operations Museum in Fayetteville, NC.  This conference emerged in the past as a way to build ties with war trace units and collect Light/Airborne/Air Assault lessons learned and issues.  The conference this year is quite different.  


Invitees include all engineer units that are sourced or could be sourced to the OIF 07-09 rotation in which 20th ENGR BDE will be the theater ENGR BDE.  The focus of this year’s conference is the road to war for OIF 07-09.  Our goal is to coordinate the joint engineer force, collect the common and unique challenges, synchronize requests for accelerated fielding’s of Army systems, synchronize the ONS for COTS or experimental systems to allow us to do our missions better, build working relationships among the unit CDRS and staffs, and gain a common understanding of the situation and our evolving mission.


There is strong vendor interest in our audience and AEA is running the conference in conjunction with the Brigade.  We will have many firms represented including some with experimental technologies that may help us do better in the C-IED fight particularly.

If you have not been invited and would like to attend, please contact CPT Matthew Wagoner at the XVIII Airborne Corps Staff Engineer Section at (910)396-5717, matthew.wagoner@conus.army.mil.

If you have been invited already, please register soon at http://www.armyengineer.com/bragg07.  The website closes at 1500 EST 31JAN07.
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FOCUS ON ENGINEER SOLDIERS
CPT Heather Levy, BDE Engineer, HHC, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 101st ABN DIV (AASLT) – Bronze Star Medal for Valor
     On Tuesday, 04 Apr 06, at 1620 hours, CPT Levy was a part of a five-vehicle Bn Key Leader/Cmd Grp and Engineer Assistance Team combat patrol.  She was the senior leader and TC in vehicle number five.  South of the city of SHURIJAH, and adjacent to the village of CHARDAGALU, the patrol was attacked by elements using four explosively formed projectile (EFP) IEDs.  The EFP IEDs struck and destroyed the fifth vehicle in the patrol, gravely injuring all occupants.  

CPT Levy, unknown to her initially, sustained significant burns to her face and hands, and shrapnel/blast injuries to her left thigh and leg following the IED attack.  Despite being wounded, CPT Levy exited the vehicle after it finally came to a stop several hundred meters past the IED detonation, with all crew members receiving significant injures.  More
If your command has a soldier that has earned special recognition, please let me know by replying to initial email with details.


	B.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) provides the following information:
1.  Annual Engineer Castle Ball; Saturday, February 10, 2007; 5:00 pm until Midnight; Crystal Gateway Marriott, 1700 Jefferson Davis Highway, Arlington, Virginia.  For additional information/questions call Protocol Officer at (202) 761-1220.  Find linked the invitation.  Deadline is 23 Jan 2007.
2.  (UPDATED) If you are a Reserve Soldier looking for an Engineer position opportunity, check this link for availabilities. 
3.  Engineer Publications:  Engineer Historical Studies No. 2 Explorer on the Northern Plains: Lieutenant Gouveneur K. Warren's Preliminary Report
4.  WASHINGTON, D.C  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will honor three of the four America The Beautiful   the National Parks and Federal Recreation Lands passes to give a 50 per cent reduction in day use and camping fees to pass holders at its recreation areas beginning in January 2007.  (More...)

5.  Historical Vignette #81; Army Engineers Surveyed the Route for “The Loneliest Road in America”? By USACE Office of History.

6.  The following information is provided by the 412th ENCOM—MAJ Roth  
GWOT:   412th ENCOM currently has 28 Soldiers mobilized in support of GWOT, both in CENTCOM and USEUCOM AORs.   

Army Reserve Command and Control (ARC2):  The 412th ENCOM assumed command and control of the 926th EN BDE as of 01 OCT 06 marking the first phase of a time-phased transition plan which will ensure command and control of three subordinate Brigades NLT 30 SEP 08.   

· Elements of the Command briefed the USARC Deputy Commanding General on 12 JAN 07 at HQ, USARC as part of the Southeast Regional Confirmation Briefback regarding operations that support the assumption of C2 of the 926th EN BDE and associated downtrace units.  

· Key staff of the 412th ENCOM, 416th ENCOM and USAFEG conducted a VTC with both Commanding Generals participating.  Within the next 30 days, the 412th ENCOM will provide missioning information for 8 FEDs and 15 FETs while the 416th ENCOM provides recommended units for OPCON to the 412th ENCOM.  The decision process for eventual C2 of those USAFEG assets continues.

· The 411th EN BDE has been engaged with 412th ENCOM Force Programs in final revisions to Permanent Orders affecting structure for the four battalions they will command and control upon their return from theater.

· Elements of the 412th ENCOM Force Programs will be attending Force programs conferences at both HQ, 77th RRC and 99th RRC in support of ARC2 transformation in the coming two week period supporting the 411th EN BDE and the 302nd CSB (ME).

· The 926th EN BDE has provided key feedback regarding proposals for force structure reflagging, restationing and rebalancing in support of overall Engineer Transformation and current GWOT requirements.  These revisions will be incorporated into the Permanent Order process which is currently being staffed through HQ, USARC.  

· The 412th ENCOM is conducting active liaison with USAES, Deputy Assistant Commandant (AR) in support of the Fusion Cell and it’s role in effecting Engineer Transformation across the 412th ENCOM downtrace.  Elements of this Command have spoken with the AR-NORTH Organizational Integrator regarding development of recommended strategic goals and objectives of the Fusion cell as they apply directly to Compo 3.

Transformation (TEC):  412th ENCOM in coordination with HQUSACE and the 416th ENCOM in staffing Initiative 23 (Theater Engineer Command (TEC)).   Proponent input during world-wide staffing has created a proposed  increase in the size of the TEC from 226 to 241 in order to achieve self sufficiency.  Staffing of the final document continues.

Humanitarian Assistance:   

· 412th ENCOM is currently sourcing the support of one individual to support Hurricane Relief Operations in support of Mississippi Valley Division in the MS/LA AOR.  
COCOM Support: 

· The 412th ENCOM continues planning for RSOI.  Key focus area for the RSOI exercise will be the 412th ENCOM contribution to the JFSCC joint operational concept and support to the BASOPS and Engineering Directorate ICW USF-K. 

· The 412th ENCOM will be hosting the annual WARPLEX during the period 29 JAN – 02 FEB 07 in support of planning for CONOPS on the Korean Peninsula.  Anticipated participants will include the 412th ENCOM (FWD – PACOM), 8th US Army Engineers, and subordinate brigades.

· Elements of both the 412th ENCOM (Main) and 412th FWD (PACOM) will be participating ICW USACE in Exercise Expeditionary Warrior during the period 21-26 JAN 07 in Potomac, MD.

· The 412th ENCOM conducts bi-weekly teleconferences with the Germany Forward in support of Reconstitution Ops and future Army Reserve Engineer Training Opportunities within the USEUCOM AOR for TY07.

· The 412th ENCOM Forward - Germany is currently staffing the sourcing of vertical construction projects in support of exercise Flintlock in Niamey, Niger in the coming year.  Constructing unit for this exercise will be elements of the 368th ECB (H).   

· The 412th ENCOM Forward – Germany will be participating in Exercise Sharp Focus ICW USACE NAU and the 18th EN BDE during the period 17-31 JAN 07.

Exercise Related Construction: 

· The 412th ENCOM (Forward – Germany) continues staff planning in support of Humanitarian Assistance Operations and the EUCOM Theater Security Cooperation Plan.  A formal Memorandum of Agreement between the 412th ENCOM and USEUCOM was signed and is complete.  The MOA will formalize a liaison relationship between the 412th Forward Germany and the EUCOM J4 Engineer cell in support of Humanitarian Assistance construction operations throughout the EUCOM AOR.

· The 412th ENCOM (Forward –Hawaii) continues planning in support of PACOM/USARPAC.   

1. Elements of the 412th ENCOM (Forward –Hawaii) continue planning for Exercise Talisman Saber (Australia – JRAC) and continue preparations for the upcoming final site survey during the period 26 FEB – 02 MAR 07.

2. Elements of the 412th ENCOM (Forward –Hawaii) are conducting staff planning in support of exercise Khan Quest 07 (vertical construction) to be conducted in Mongolia in support of USARPAC during the AUG 07 timeframe.  A platoon from the 389th ECB (H) has been selected as the exercise unit and will be attending the initial planning Conference during the period 5-9 FEB 07.

· The 412th ENCOM is the USARC Action Agent for Operation Sand Castle (OSC) at the National Training Center.  Command and control will be shared by the 926th EN BDE and the 420th EN BDE in a time-phased operation at the National Training Center at Fort Irwin.  The Final Planning Conference will be conducted during the period 24-25 FEB 07 at the NTC.

1. The 412th ENCOM is soliciting volunteers to support for this exercise including:

Duration Staff

· Operations Chief (LTC)

· Operations NCOIC (SFC and above)

· Logistics Chief (SFC and above or warrant officer)

· Engineer Chief (MAJ and above)

· Contracting Officer (CPT and above)

· Positions will be during the period 01 APR 07 thru 15 JUN 07 in an ADSW status

OC-T

· Requires OC-T certified individuals with recent combat deployment experience, or individuals who will be able to certify as OC-T prior to the exercise.

· CPT and above

· SFC and above 

· Duty will be in an AT or ADT status.

Interested personnel should forward all questions MAJ Brierton at 601 631 6188 or jon.brierton@usar.army.mil. 

The 412th ENCOM is looking to fill four (4) Engineer officer and four (4) NCO positions for Operation Iron Focus at Grafenvohr, GE.  The dates are 1-16 March 2007. Desired engineer applicants are either Majors and/or Captains and either Staff Sergeants and/or Sergeants First Class.  Applicants will be working with the First Armored Division engineer cell and should be versed in TOC OPS and operational planning. If you are interested, please contact MAJ Jon Brierton at 601-631-6188 or jon.brierton@usar.army.mil.
7.  The following information is provided by the 416th ENCOM – SGM Prater

GWOT:   416th TEC currently has 24 Soldiers mobilized in support of OIF/OEF in the CENTCOM AOR, 1 Soldier in COTTAD status for Hurricane Katrina Relief, and 33 personnel pending deployment for OIF/OEF support.

Mobilization:  TEC is currently in the process of mobilizing 26 Soldiers assigned in support of GRD. Det 21 (GRD) departed Darien for Camp Atterbury Wednesday morning.

Army Reserve Command and Control (ARC2): 

 The 416th TEC is preparing to assume OPCON of the 420th Engineer Brigade and down trace units on 20 Jan 07. The TEC continues to coordinate with 6 RRCs to finalize the MOA detailing the procedures for Transfer of Authority of Engineer and other units under the 416th Command and Control by 30 Sep 07.  

The 416th TEC is also coordinating with USAES in support of the Fusion Cell in support of the Engineer transformation across the 416th TEC downtrace.  

Exercises:

USACE:  A Soldier from the 416th TEC will participate in the Expeditionary Warrior Exercise 21-26 JAN 07 in Potomac, Md.

SOUTHCOM:

New Horizons Panama - The 416th TEC is the USARC Executive agent for New Horizons (NH) in the SOUTHCOM Area of Operations.  The 353 EN GRP is providing Command and Control for the TF executing the exercise. The TEC is also coordinating with participating units and finalizing unit rotations. The Task Force is currently conducting interviews for rotational and duration staff members.  For more information contact MAJ Sellers at:  630-910-3213 x: 257 or MAJ Hardy at:  972-343-4173 

Tradewinds Belize -Tradewinds is a Multi-National training exercise.  It is comprised of elements from 19 Caribbean nations as well as the United States and The Royal British Marines.  The current overall scope is to train the civil and military authorities in riot/crowd control as well as weapons proficiency.  The Scope for the USAR is to provide Combat Service Support (CSS) for all US and HN as well as participating countries with CSS and Sustainment Engineering. The USAR engineer scope of work will include building a 400 man base camp and some electrical and plumbing work in the Price Barracks. They will also build up one berm as a backstop for a field pistol range.

CENTCOM:

Bright Star - 249th Prime Power, 763rd Facility Engineer detachment, and the TEC completed a redesign of MMC power distribution project significantly reducing the total cost of the project.  A Bright Star engineer IPC was held in Darien 9-12 JAN which coverd budget reviews, deployable command post mission analysis, CFLCC C3 movement plans, lessons learned from Bright Star 05/06, and the TEC's staffing of the CPX.

Shoot house - TEC Engineers are currently preparing a schematic concept plan of the shoot house for SOCCENT. The shoot house will be a major training facility in Kenya.

Installation Related Construction:

Castle IRC at Ft. Dix - Fet 22 is working to get additional AT days for QA/QC personnel for mission rotations. The TEC is coordinating to get the 319th EN CO locked in for horizontal construction support for the Castle IRC missions. Also preparing alternative options for this should the 319th not be able to support IRC. Option include civilian contractors.

Operation Essayons at Ft. Hunter-Liggett - FED 213 is working on project designs for Operation Essayons. Two Soldiers from the TEC attend the Operations Essayons MPC 26-28 Jan at Ft. Hunter-Liggett.

Unit happenings: 

The TEC is currently on Casualty Assistance Rotation and has performed 5 Funeral Honors details and is currently working on one Casualty Assistance Detail.

416th TEC POC EMAIL:  eng416tec@usar.army.mil 

8.  The Gulf Region Division (GRD)  GRD provides the following articles.
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Gulf Region Division completed 38 construction projects and started 23 new projects in Iraq from Dec.29, 2006-Jan. 12, 2007.
TIKRIT, Iraq – More than 112,000 people in the Salah Al Den Province are receiving healthcare from the first completed Primary Healthcare Center (PHC) in the north.
Type
Release Date
Title
Region
Author
Report 

1/17/2007 

 Construction Rollup: Project Starts, Completions 

GRD 

USACE 

Project 

1/16/2007 

 Thousands Benefit from first Healthcare Clinic in Salah Al Den 

GRN 

Lana Aziz 

Report 

1/13/2007 

 Iraq Reconstruction Report 

GRD 

Ron Eschmann 

Project 

1/13/2007 

 Building a Safety Program in Iraq 

GRN 

Hank Rominski 

Project 

1/12/2007 

 USACE, MiTT Work to Improve Iraqi Army, Base 

GRS 

Betsy Weiner 

Project 

1/8/2007 

 New New Networks Monitor Power Distribution in Iraq 

GRS 

Mohammed Aliwi 

Report 

1/4/2007 

 Iraq Reconstruction Report 

GRD 

Ron Eschmann 

Report 

1/3/2007 

 Construction Rollup: Project Starts, Completions 

GRD 

USACE 

People 

12/29/2006 

 Eid-ul Adha and Hajj Ceremonies 

GRN 

Shahrzad 

Project 

12/27/2006 

 Southern PHCs Scheduled for Completion by June 

GRS 

Betsy Weiner 

Project 

12/24/2006 

 Army Engineers Bring Joy to Iraqi Orphanage 

GRS 

Mohammed Aliwi 

Project 

12/24/2006 

 Baghdad youth appreciate America's 'giving' spirit... 

GRC 

Norris Jones 

Project 

12/22/2006 

 Basrah Children’s Hospital provides More Than Healthcare 

GRS 

James Bullinger 

Project 

12/21/2006 

 Najaf Teaching Hospital Nears Completion 

GRS 

Betsy Weiner 

Project 

12/20/2006 

 Mahmudiyah takes pride in market renovation 

GRC 

Norris Jones 

Project 

12/20/2006 

 Al Anbar outlook more optimistic 

GRC 

Norris Jones 

9.  The Afghanistan Engineer District : AED provides the following:  
10.  Click to receive your copy of the current issue of The Corps Environment, a quarterly newsletter.

	C.  The US Army Engineer School (USAES) provides the following information: 

1.  Construction Equipment Add on Armor (AoA) Training

(Contributed by CDID/RDD-AM, STID)

         The Program Manager (PM) for Construction Equipment has reported that many Soldiers sent to AoA training in theater are not licensed on basic heavy construction equipment.  Commanders must ensure that all of our operators and maintainers are properly licensed and/or fully qualified on the base equipment prior to receiving AoA training.  The purpose of the AoA training is teach the deployment, operation and maintenance differences between the base equipment and equipment modified with the AoA kits.  It is not intended to license and/or qualify operators or maintainers; the unit still has that responsibility.  Soldiers should report to training with their DD Form 348 and an SF46.  Unlicensed/unqualified Soldiers will not receive training and be sent back to their unit, so please make the most of this training opportunity--only send the right folks to maximize our Soldiers' safety.
2.  Engineer Dog handlers needed! 

(Contributed by Engineer Personnel Proponency Office)
The Engineer Canine Detachment Program continues to grow!  Exceptional 21Bs are needed to become dog handlers and work as part of a Specialized Search Dog (SSD) or Mine Detection Dog (MDD) Team. Our Canine Detachments are a major part of the theater commander's counter-IED measures.  The Engineer Regiment is constantly responding to increased requirements for dog teams in support of OIF and OEF Commanders.  Interested 21Bs in the rank of SPC through SSG must be physically and mentally capable of deploying and working independently for maneuver commanders.  Handlers must be mature, articulate, assertive and self-motivated Soldiers who have no fear of dogs.  Initial screening for interested Soldiers will be conducted telephonically.  The names of potential candidates will be forwarded to HRC Engineer Branch for assignment consideration.  POC is robert.p.reed@us.army.mil .


3.  Noncommissioned Officer Education System (NCOES).  

(Contributed by CSM Pearson)

As we continue to transform the Regiment in concert with the Army, we are constantly adjusting our NCOES by implementing current lessons learned in our programs of instruction (POIs). Our goal is to maintain information relevant to missions our NCOs are performing.  I am pleased to say that the engineer Advanced Noncommissioned Officer Course (ANCOC) and the Basic Noncommissioned Officer Course (BNCOC) are meeting this challenge head-on. 

The continued construction of the MANSCEN NCO Academy forward operating base (FOB) by engineer NCOES students has added a great sense of realism to all tactical training, serving as an outstanding base of operations as well as providing realistic conditions for vertical and horizontal construction missions. In addition, ANCOC and BNCOC are continuously updating course material to keep up to date with the fielding of new equipment and techniques. 

Soldiers enrolled in ANCOC and BNCOC will also have the opportunity to receive portions of the Search Advisor Course and will receive emphasis on sewage, water, electricity, academics, and trash (SWEAT); vertical and horizontal construction projects; lessons learned; and counterinsurgency operations. Lastly, to aid our leaders in training, we are leveraging the assets on Fort Leonard Wood by integrating search and mine dogs through demonstration and implementation during the special training exercise (STX). 

Take a moment to visit the Engineer School web site to KEEP CURRENT and keep critical information flowing to our Soldiers.  It's very much worth the time to visit BOTH NIPR and SIPR sites.
UNITED STATES ARMY ENGINEER SCHOOL REQUEST FOR INFORMATION SYSTEM


	D.  The Engineer Enlisted /Warrant/ Officer Branch provides the following information: 

1.  Congratulations to the following soldiers who were recently selected to attend OCS with subsequent commissions in the Corps of Engineers:

SFC MARSH DOUGLAS C   

SFC LORENZEN RODNEY S

SGT DOOLAN STYMIE D

SSG IMHOTEP EBONI A

SSG TENNER JAMES E

SPC MILMINE DANIEL J 

2.  MILPER MESSAGE NUMBER : 07-001 AHRC-MSP-O AMENDMENT TO THE FY07 LIEUTENANT COLONEL, (ARMY COMPETITIVE CATEGORY) MANEUVERS, FIRES & EFFECTS (MFE), OPERATIONS SUPPORT (OS) AND FORCE SUSTAINMENT (FS) PROMOTION SELECTION BOARDS

3.  MILPER MESSAGE NUMBER : 06-349 AHRC-OPL-L FY07 ARMY COMPETITIVE CATEGORY SSC SELECTION BOARD

4.  Officer Personnel Self-Service Applications:

Check your entire Official Military Personnel File (OMPF) 


Check and certify the file that the board will use (My Board)      

Check your current ORB (My ORB)    

Submit your online Assignment Preference (AIM)  
Certify your new official photo (DAPMIS)   

Submit your Command / CFD / SSC Preference Online     

Check your Senior Rater Profile (Dash 2)   

Check to see if HRC has received your OER (IWRS)  

     

	E.  The Office of the Chief of Engineers provides the following information:
1.  It is an honor and a pleasure to join the OCE Team here in the Pentagon.  Many thanks to COL Tim O'Rourke for his outstanding leadership and mentorship during the past year while he served as Director, OCE, and for all that he continues to do supporting my transition into this position and for the Regiment in his new duty position on the Joint Staff.  During these trying times you can count on our staff at HQDA to do the best we possibly can for the Regiment to represent and resource your needs so you are better prepared for the fight during this Long War.  I look forward to working with and serving all of you.  COL Bill Haight, Director, OCE.

2.  Task Force Eagle Update:
3.  Headquarters Department of the Army (HQDA) Office of the Chief of Engineers (OCE) and the Deputy Chief of Staff G-2, will co-host the 2007 Army Geospatial and Imagery Conference, 7-10 May 2007 at the Defense Acquisition University’s Defense Systems Management College, Scott Hall – Howell Auditorium (Building 226), Fort Belvoir, Virginia.  This is the same location as the past three Army Geospatial Conferences.  Directions can be obtained by visiting the following web site url:  http://www.dau.mil/about-dau/local_info.asp

4.  Maintenance Advisory Message (MAM), TACOM Control No. MAM 07-012, Regarding TIRE CHAINS

Issue:  There two PEWAG tire chains listed for the STRYKER in your -10 AAL.  One set of chains are more expensive then the other as indicated below.  The vendor (PEWAG) indicates, that NSN 2540-21-914-

4252 is .05 mm chain links and WILL NOT fit on the STRYKER and is used on the LAV APC.  NSN 2540-01-498-8821 is .08 mm chain links and are made with a higher grade material they will last longer and fits on the STRYKER.  The NSN's are as follows:

      NSN 2540-01-498-8821, $440.24, Unit of issue, Pair (PR), STRYKER 

      NSN 2540-21-914-4252, $99.46, Unit of issue, Each (EA), LAV APC 


5.  Maintenance Advisory Message (MAM), TACOM Control NO. MAM 07-013, Issue:  This is to inform the field that the new configuration of Ramp Hydraulic Actuation components is not interchangeable with the old configuration of Ramp Hydraulic Actuation components. - STRYKER
6.  TRAUMATIC SERVICEMEMBERS' GROUP LIFE INSURANCE PROGRAM (TSGLI):  This is a reminder that Congress established the TSGLI Program in May 2005.
7.  ALARACT 006/2007;  THE PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAGE IS TO OUTLINE THE NUMBER OF ACUS ISSUED AS ORGANIZATIONAL CLOTHING AND INDIVIDUAL EQUIPMENT (OCIE) THAT WILL BE ISSUED TO DEPLOYING SOLDIERS.
8.  TACOM GPM 07-010, Updated Over-Due Leak Testing for M43A1 Detector and M8A1 Alarms.
9.  ALARACT 237/2006; SUBJECT: THE ARMY RESERVE COMPONENTS (RC) REENLISTMENT BONUS - LOCATION/DEPLOYED PROGRAM; THIS MESSAGE APPLIES TO RC (TPU, M-DAY, AGR, AND MILITARY TECHNICIAN (DUAL STATUS) SOLDIERS SERVING ON ACTIVE DUTY IN AFGHANISTAN, IRAQ, AND KUWAIT ONLY. REFERENCE G ABOVE IS SUPERSEDED BY THIS MESSAGE

10.  THE FOLLOWING IS A LIST OF ALARACT (ALL ARMY ACTIVITIES) GENERAL MESSAGES, THAT REMAINS IN EFFECT AS OF 1 JANUARY 2007.  MESSAGES NOT LISTED HAVE EXPIRED
You can always find all the Messages to the Regiment at our AKO site—AKO Login is required.  For those having a hard time getting to the files that require an AKO logon, here is a screenshot to show where the files are physically located.


	F.  Topics of Interest:  Every Soldier a Recruiter (ESAR)

What is it? Every Soldier a Recruiter (ESAR) is a referral bonus pilot program established by the Army in January 2006 to instill in Soldiers and leaders that every Soldier is a recruiter. This program was also developed to establish a single, coordinated system for all Soldiers to make referrals to the active and reserve components of the Army. ESAR is a National Guard Personnel, Army (NGPA) funded inter-service referral program that only requires an on-line by name referral to the service component. Participation in ESAR is open to individuals in the regular component of the Army, the Army National Guard, and the Army Reserve (SELRES) to include Soldiers serving on AGR tours.

What has the Army done? Significant features of ESAR implementation include:

• In February 2006, the program was expanded to include Soldiers performing duty in the Hometown Recruiter Assistance Program (HRAP), in the Special Recruiter Assistance Program (SRAP), or on Additional Duty Special Work (ADSW) assignments. In addition, the program was expanded to include retirees from all military components. Soldiers assigned specific recruiting and retention positions are excluded from participation in the program.

• As of 30 September 2006, ARNG has processed 758 new Soldiers through ESAR. A lump sum bonus payment of $1000 is made by the Defense Accounting Service (DFAS) through electronic funds transfer to the referring Soldier’s military pay account. The bonus is paid for the referral of anyone with no prior military service who enlists and completes Advanced Individual Training (AIT). The bonus is not paid for the referral of an immediate family member. Immediate family member is defined as spouse, parent (including step-parent), child (natural, adopted, or step-child), brother, or sister.

What continued efforts does the Army plan to continue in the future? The current program goal is for states and territories to have 100% of authorized end strength aware of ESAR. 

• To continue reading this topic on Every Soldier a Recruiter (ESAR) click here

• For more information on this and other topics see Addendum J in the Army Posture Statement.
___________________________________________________________________

Joint Improvised Explosive Device Defeat Organization

What is it? The Joint Improvised Explosive Device Defeat Organization (JIEDDO) was established to coordinate efforts among Department of Defense and international agencies to help eliminate the threat posed by an Improvised Explosive Device (IED). IEDs are defined as make-shift or "homemade" bombs often used by enemy forces to destroy military convoys. They are currently the leading cause of casualties to troops deployed in Iraq. 

What has the Army done? The JIEDDO was created as an Army Task Force in the fall of 2003, and made joint in July 2004. The Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force all provide representatives to the task force with the majority coming from the Army. The task force is not only inter-service, but interagency and multinational. Since 2003, the JIEDDO has invested about $378 million toward the acquisition of technology to counteract radio-controlled devices used to detonate IEDs. The devices, called Counter Remote-controlled IED Devices - Electronic Warfare, (Crew), exist in several vehicle-mounted forms to assist in the defeat of IEDs. According to JIEDDO statistics, there has been a 45 percent decrease in the rate of IED casualties since April 2004. An estimated 30-40 percent of IEDs are found and rendered harmless before being detonated. 

What efforts does the Army plan to continue in the future? The Army will continue to provide all required personnel and information to assist the JIEDDO. 

Why is this important to the Army? The JIEDDO is focused on defeating the weapon causing the greatest amounts of casualties in Iraq. This Task Force provides technology and training for our Soldiers to help them survive attacks from package, vehicle-borne and suicide bomb IEDs. The Task Force has developed solutions that have been fielded and are saving lives of Soldiers today. Maintaining support for the task force is required to remain ahead of the changing enemy and to continue to decrease casualties caused by IEDs. 

• To continue reading this topic on Joint Improvised Explosive Device Defeat Organization click here

• For more information on this and other topics see Addendum J in the Army Posture Statement.


	G.  Engineer Unit Highlight:  5th Engineer Detachment (Planning and Control)
This feature provides a venue for Engineer Units/Activities to post unit information.  If you are an OIC/NCOIC of an Engineer Unit/Activity and would like your organization mentioned here, download the template and email back to me.  All entries will be consolidated on a master page as they come in.  Use featured document as the template.  Feel free to elaborate.                     Engineer Unit Highlight:  Former Submissions


	H.  Recurring Links:   The Commandant’s Message;   Engineer Casualties ;  PASSAGES

The Engineer Lifelong Learning Portal  USACE Organizations ;  The Engineer Update ;  Military OneSource    

Essayons Forward ;    The Engineer Magazine;  Current PERSCOM Messages.   ;   412th ENCOM ;
The West Point Department of Civil and Mechanical Engineering ;  USMA Basecamp ; .  CORPS POINTS
The USACE Installation Support Community of Practice Portal, Engineering Knowledge Online ; 

Topographic Engineering Center  ;  United States Army Engineer Research and Development Center;  NCO Net
The West Point Department of Geography and Environmental Engineering: ADSO Incentives Program
ENGINEER UNIT REGIMENTAL LINKS Joint Task Force North  ;  Engineer Museum Reference Library.
Maneuver Support Center of Excellence
The staff of the Engineer Professional Bulletin not only maintains the mailing list for the bulletin but also is responsible for keeping the Engineer Unit Directory updated.  They can only do that with your help.  Please take time to look at the directory Web site at and check your unit to see if the information is correct.  If it isn’t, e-mail the bulletin staff at engineer@wood.army.mil with corrections.

	I.  Engineers Supporting Engineers—Professional Organizations Links:  


1.  Army Engineer Association :  AEA News; Army Engineer Association Programs; Membership.
a.  MARK CALENDARS NOW: The AEA Engineer Regimental Conference and ENFORCE 2007 opens in St. Louis, MO with sign-in on May 20 and conference sessions running from May 21-24. Mark your calendars for this important annual event. Details, including initial agenda and invited speakers, are currently being discussed and are expected to be available here during early February.
b.  Regimental Leaders: Take care of your people by letting them know about the family scholarships, AEA member scholarships, and the CareerCenter now up on www.armyengineer.com. You can legally brief your people on benefits of organizations like AEA. 

Jack O'Neill

Colonel, US Army Corps of Engineers (Retired),

Executive Director, AEA

703-428-6049
The AEA Career Center is now online. 
JOBS...after the Army
AEA is now hosting a complete online Career Center. You can learn about civilian opportunities autonomously.  Additionally, AEA has been running and will continue to run, a special series of articles in Army Engineer magazine which focus on individual job experiences of many retired Army Engineers.  To read those articles, you need to subscribe to the magazine.  Do so here.
2.  Society of American Military Engineers : The Military Engineer Online : Membership  
SAME’s Transition Workshop and Job Fair
a.  If you’re a member of the uniformed services who has retired or left public service in 2006 or plans to leave public service in 2007, then you need to attend SAME’s first Transition Workshop and Job Fair, Feb. 2-3, 2007, in Atlanta, Ga.
This unique, two-day forum will feature panel discussions with members of the uniformed services and civilians who have recently transitioned out of government service and into the private sector.  Additionally, representatives from environmental, engineering, construction and facility management organizations will be on hand to describe the types of positions available in the A/E/C and facility management industries.
Workshops on resume writing and interviewing techniques, as well as compensation and benefits will be presented for individuals looking for some helpful tips.
The Job Fair portion of the event features SAME Sustaining Member Companies who will meet and interview attendees in private suites arranged for each member company.
b.  IFMA Certified Facility Manager Exam Review Course & Test
Feb. 25-27, 2007
SAME 2007 Regional Conference
Hilton Anchorage, Anchorage, AK
www.sameanchorage.org/tropics-tundra/IFMA.html
 

Do you want to become a Certified Facility Manager (CFM)? You can—quickly and easily—with the CFM Review Course and test offered through SAME! SAME, in conjunction with the International Facilities Management Association (IFMA), is offering a review course and testing for the CFM at a specially-reduced rate for SAME members.

· CFM Review Course, Feb. 25 & 26 

· CFM Exam, Feb. 27 

The CFM course and test are being held prior to the 2007 Pacific/Northwest Region Joint Education and Training Conference hosted by the SAME Anchorage Post, Feb. 27–March 2, 2007. Plan now to attend to get your CFM and attend the Regional Conference!

For detailed information on how to determine your eligibility for the CFM and to register, go to: www.sameanchorage.org/tropics-tundra/IFMA.html
c.  Deployed Engineering Team 
Get The Military Engineer and SAME News delivered directly to you!  Complete our temporary deployment form and we will send your SAME materials to you onsite while serving in your area of operational responsibility (AOR).

This free service is just one of the many ways SAME salutes our members.  Click here to provide your temporary AOR contact information.
Transitioning from military service?  Retiring from the Federal Government?  Looking for a new and exciting position in the A/E/C industry?  If the answer to any of these questions is YES, place your resume on the SAME Job Center web site.  The service is free for SAME members.  The site has been or is being utilized by over 300 companies that through their placement of job announcements have access to your resume.
3.  Army Engineer Officer Wives' Club announcing Awards:  Announcing the 2007 Army Engineer Memorial Awards For Graduating High School Seniors 

a.  Applications will be available November 1, 2006.  Completed applications must be postmarked by February 16, 2007.  For an application or further information, please contact the AEMA Chairman, Janice Smith at 703-383-3970 or aema.scholarship@gmail.com.  Visit our website at www.aeowc.com 
b.  January 2007 Castle Gram

	Alternate response email address is DAEN-ZC@hqda.army.mil 

V/R
William R, Arthur

William R. Arthur
Sergeant Major
Office of the Chief of Engineers
Work: (703) 693-4404
Fax             693-4410
BB:    (703)-459-5365
"To the Core; for the Corps"









