	MESSAGE TO THE REGIMENT #35:
”The Engineer Blast”
15 September, 2006
A.  Overview:  The Office of the Chief of Engineers is pleased to forward this thirty-fifth version of “The Engineer Blast”.  


Thanks for all you do and stay safe – enjoy the “BLAST!!”  
NOTE:  In order to further enhance communications from the major entities of the Engineer Regiment to the field, the Office, Chief of Engineers (OCE) is facilitating a process to spread Engineer knowledge from the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), The United States Army Engineer School (USAES), Engineer Branch, other Engineer agencies, and our office in the Pentagon.  All links should work for .mil computers.  
Baghdad Briefing
Caldwell / McCoy
  
MNF-Iraq spokesman MG William Caldwell and Army Corps of Engineers Gulf Region Div Cmdr MG William McCoy provide an operational update and discuss projects and progress in reconstruction.
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14 SEPTEMBER 2006
Caldwell / McCoy

The following general officers are promoted to the ranks indicated below:
Brigadier General John W. Peabody is currently serving as the Commanding General, United States Army Engineer Division, Pacific Ocean, Fort Shafter, Hawaii.



	B.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) provides the following information:
1.  In recognition of the fifth anniversary of the September 11th terrorist attacks, the Office of History has highlighted our commemorative website, "The Corps Remembers...The Corps Was There: September 11th, 2001," on our homepage.

2.  The mission of the Corps of Engineers Regulatory Program is to protect the Nation’s aquatic resources, while allowing reasonable development through fair, flexible and balanced permit decisions. The Corps evaluates permit applications for essentially all construction activities that occur in the Nation’s waters, including wetlands.  Corps permits are also necessary for any work, including construction and dredging, in the Nation’s navigable waters.  [For Details on the Regulatory Program ... ] 
3.  USACE News Clips are daily compilations of published current news articles and commentary concerning significant U.S. Army Corps of Engineer issues.
4.  CORPS POINTS, a weekly compendium of facts and talking points to help tell the Corps story, is linked.  Version; 25 Aug 06 
5.  Historical Vignette #44;  The Engineer Captain who Designed the Sergeant Floyd Monument? By USACE Office of History.

6.  The following information is provided by the 412th ENCOM—MAJ Roth
GWOT:   412th ENCOM currently has 74 Soldiers mobilized in support of GWOT, both in CENTCOM and USEUCOM AORs.

Army Reserve Command and Control (ARC2):  The 412th ENCOM continues planning for the assumption of C2 responsibilities for the 926th EN GP and their downtrace through the ARC2 Working Group.  The next USARC ARC2 GOSC is scheduled for 15 SEP 06 and will discuss Lessons Learned during the ARC2 planning process.  The 412th ENCOM will additionally conduct a Commander’s Conference in Atlanta during the period 23-24 SEP 06 in order to facilitate the assumption of C2.   The 412th ENCOM remains on plan to assume C2 of the 926th EN BDE and downtrace units as of 01 OCT 06.

Transformation (TEC)/Army Reserve Command and Control (ARC2):  412th ENCOM in coordination with HQUSACE and the 416th ENCOM is staffing Initiative 23 (Theater Engineer Command (TEC)).   The CAC at Fort Leavenworth has reviewed the TEC FDU submission that was submitted in March and recommended a few changes to personnel positions (i.e. Title, Standard of Grade, etc.). The FDU “horseblanket” was submitted on 26 JUL 06 by USAES in answer to TRADOC’s RFIs addressed in the 10 JUL VTC.  TRADOC released the TEC FDU for Army wide staffing in July 2006, with a proposed VCSA decision sometime in October 2006. 

Humanitarian Assistance:   

· 412th ENCOM is currently sourcing the support of two individuals to support Hurricane Relief Operations in support of Mississippi Valley Division in the MS/LA AOR.  
· The 412th ENCOM will be supporting Exercise Castle Quest 06-03 with a deployable Command Post at Fort Belvoir during the period 18-21 SEP 06 in support of humanitarian assistance operations in the SOUTHCOM AOR.
COCOM Support: 

· The 412th ENCOM concluded the USF-K Exercise, Ulchi Focus Lens, on 02 SEP 06 and continues planning for RSOI 07.  

· The 412th ENCOM conducts bi-weekly teleconferences with the Germany Forward in support of Reconstitution Ops and future Army Reserve Engineer Training Opportunities within the USEUCOM AOR for TY07 which are concurrently being staffed through USARC for sourcing for TY07.  

Exercise Related Construction: 

· The 412th ENCOM (Forward – Germany) continues staff planning in support of Humanitarian Assistance Operations and the EUCOM Theater Security Cooperation Plan.  A formal Memorandum of Agreement between the 412th ENCOM and USEUCOM is awaiting signature in order to formalize a liaison relationship between the 412th Forward Germany and the EUCOM J44 Engineer cell in support of Humanitarian Assistance construction operations throughout the EUCOM AOR.

· The 412th ENCOM (Forward –Hawaii) continues planning in support of PACOM/USARPAC.   Elements of the 412th ENCOM (Forward –Hawaii) will attend the Training Objective Workshop, Scenario Development Workshop and the ERC survey in support of Cobra Gold 07, 11-15 Sep 06 in Bangkok, Thailand.

Command Group

· Commanding General, MG Rob Williamson will attend the USARC ARC2 GOSC in Atlanta on 15 SEP 06. 

· The Commanding General will travel to HRC-STL during the period 18-19 SEP 06 in support of Engineer AGR Career Development Planning Conference.

· The Deputy Commanding General, BG Paul Hamm, will be attending the GO AAR for Exercise Castle Quest at Ft. Belvoir on 21 SEP 06.

· The Command Group in its entirety will be attending the 412th ENCOM Commander’s Conference in Atlanta during the period 23-24 SEP 06.

7.  The following information is provided by the 416th ENCOM –SGM Prater—Visit the 416th ENCOM Association. 
Short Range:

GWOT: Currently the Command has 19 Soldiers deployed supporting the GWOT in the CENTCOM AOR.

Training Exercises: As the USARC Executive Agent for New Horizons 06 - Peru, 15 Jul – 30 Sep 06, we are utilizing the 863rd EN BN as the JTF C2 headquarters.  This is a joint exercise employing Army, Navy and Marine personnel.  Seabees and Marines will act as the primary engineer force.  The mission is to construct one school and two clinics, drill three wells, and conduct three MEDRETEs.  

 
USACE Support:   We are currently staffing personnel requirements supporting the Gulf Regional Division in 2007.  

    

Long Range:

Training Exercises:  We are serving as the USARC Executive Agent for New Horizons 2007 – Panama, in the Mar-Jun 2007 timeframe, with the 353rd EN GP serving as JTF C2 headquarters.  Projects include three schools, two clinics, 2 roadway improvement projects, drill three wells and perform three MEDRETEs.    Additionally, we are working on two electrical power related design projects (generation and distribution) in support of future operations within Mubarek Military City, Egypt.  The design phase will end 30 Sep 06, and the execution phase will take place in TY 07.  We are also supporting SOCCENT by evaluating two potential design missions in vicinity of the HOA.

 

Transition to Operational Command:  The staff is currently developing several transition plans to assume command and control of selected engineer and non-engineer units throughout the Army Reserves.  In advance of formal command and control, we are working with three future subordinate units in preparation for their deployment of approximately 635 Soldiers to the CENTCOM AOR.
8.  The Gulf Region Division (GRD)  GRD provides the following articles.
GRC News Letter for August
Reports

September 14
Iraq Reconstruction Weekly Update 09/14/06 
People

September 14
Volunteering proves to be an eye opening experience
People

September 11
The Challenges of Helping Others
Projects

September 07
All Contracts Awarded for Iraqi Primary Healthcare Clinics; 3 Open to Patients
Projects

September 06
Army Corps of Engineers Sheds Light on Iraq's Electrical Power Challenges
Reports

September 01
Iraq Reconstruction Weekly Update 09/01/06 
People

August 31
Remembering a Man Who Cared Enough to Make a Difference
Projects

August 30
Baghdad to get $22.7 million telecommunications center
Projects

August 30
U.S. Army promotes construction safety and occupational health in Iraq
9.  The Afghanistan Engineer District :   Army Corps of Engineers District in Afghanistan remembers 9-11
10.  The August issue of “Engineer Update” is now available on-line at www.hq.usace.army.mil/cepa/pubs/update.htm

	C.  The The US Army Engineer School (USAES) provides the following information: 

BG STERLING – COMMANDANT of the ENGINEER SCHOOL
Members of the Regiment:  On behalf of the entire USAES team, I’d like to extend our best wishes and blessings to BG Todd and Connie Semonite as they transition and settle into their new home at Fort Hamilton, New York.  BG Semonite assumed command of the North Atlantic Division from MG William T. Grisoli on Monday, 18 Sept 06.  We will dearly miss the Semonite’s here at Fort Leonard Wood. As you may infer, I assumed duties as the CG MANSCEN and Fort Leonard Wood in addition to my duties as the USAES Assistant Commandant on 15 Sept 06. I will serve in this capacity until we formally welcome the McCoy’s back to Fort Leonard Wood during MG McCoy’s assumption of command on 26 Oct 06.  

The transition of the great team here at Fort Leonard Wood is nearly complete as we eagerly anticipate the arrival of the McCoy’s. Cathy and I’d like to welcome LTC Luke Leonard as the new commander of the 94th Engineer Battalion (Wolverines) and LTC Al Pantano as the new Chief of Staff of the Engineer School. I ask that leaders and commanders in the field utilize Al as another entry point to facilitate our efforts to help you and your Soldiers support the war on terrorism and train and transform the engineer force. 

ECCC 07-01: The 3 Oct 06 Engineer Captains Career Course (ECCC) is currently at 60% fill with approximately 16 slots vacant. I strongly encourage brigade and battalion commanders to maximize attendance at the ECCC especially in light of significant operational requirements. Obviously units deployed ISO GWOT are limited in their ability to slate their officers to the course however all units must prioritize this important professional development requirement. We, USAES and HRC, intend to provide units with sufficient career course captains for battalion and brigade staffs and most importantly company command positions via maximum throughput to the course. It is an important investment in our officers, Regiment, and Army which requires short term sacrifices. I appreciate commanders’ renewed efforts and support with prioritizing leader development ISO the future Regiment.  

ESSAYONS!

Very Respectfully, BG JACK STERLING,
john.sterling@wood.army.mil                                         
(573) 563-6192

USAES

1-  U.S. Army Engineer School Director of Training and Leader Development 

· Joint Engineer Officer Course pilot 2 is scheduled for 4-8 Dec 06.  Distributed Learning (dL) phase will be available 10 Oct 06.  Reminder for those who will attend the residence phase, the dL phase must be completed prior to attending the resident phase.    

· Last call for Engineer Qualification Table (EQT) feedback.  Few comments were received.  If you have any feedback pertaining to EQT send them to LTC Diane Cummins-Lefler (diane.cumminslefler@us.army.mil) and Mr. Shawn Bowen (shawn.m.bowen@wood.army.mil) by 22 Sept 06.  

Engineer Dog handlers needed! 

The Engineer Canine Detachment Program continues to grow!  Exceptional 21Bs are needed to become dog handlers and work as part of a Specialized Search Dog (SSD) or Mine Detection Dog (MDD) Team.  Our Canine Detachments are a major part of the theater commander’s counter-IED measures. The Engineer Regiment is constantly responding to increased requirements for dog teams in support of OIF and OEF Commanders. Interested 21Bs in the rank of SPC through SSG must be physically and mentally capable of deploying and working independently for maneuver commanders.  Handlers must be mature, articulate, assertive and self-motivated Soldiers who have no fear of dogs.  Initial screening for interested Soldiers will be conducted telephonically. The names of potential candidates will be forwarded to HRC Engineer Branch for assignment consideration. POC is bernard.a.westover@wood.army.mil   or robert.p.reed@us.army.mil .
· The U.S. Army is in the final phase of transitioning from using the MTP/ARTEP’s as a collective training tool to using Combined Arms Training Strategies (CATS). CATS is a unit training strategy which as an entity takes the entire training planning process from the cradle to the grave. CATS are developed from a unit’s base TOE and Department of the Army approved mission statement. They are designed using the training model of crawl-walk-run. Commanders will make the final determination as to which tasks should be trained and what level the training should begin at since they will know their unit’s training status. Included in CATS are the required training resources such as CL III, CL V, and Training Aids, Devices, Simulators and Simulations (TADSS).

· The current MTP/ARTEPs which are located on the Reimer Digital Library (RDL) are scheduled to be removed from the RDL in Feb 07. Once this is complete, all CATS will be located in AKO on their own dedicated page. The planned end state is movement of CATS to the Digital Training Management System (DTMS) once it is fully fielded. Additionally, the Collective Training Division of the Engineer School developed a website on the Engineer Portal which will also have links to CATS and files available for download. The following links below will take you either to the AKO CATS site while the other one will bring you to the Engineer Portal.
AKO CATS Link. -     https://www.us.army.mil/suite/portal/index.jsp
Engineer Portal Link- https://www.mwu.army.mil/portal/eng/index.php
Collective Training Division

Joe Toth                           573-563-7821       mailto:joseph.toth1@us.army.mil
Shawn Bowen                  573-563-6290      mailto:shawn.m.bowen@us.army.mil
Scott Peterson                  573-563-7640      mailto:scott.j.peterson@us.army.mil
Don Durst                        573-563-6237      mailto:donald.durst@us.army.mil
SFC Danny Petersen       573-563-5364      mailto:danny.petersen@us.army.mil
Directorate of Environmental Integration

· Base Camp Collaboration Site     Check out ArmyBaseCamp/JFOB.net via the Battle Command Knowledge System (BCKS) at the following link:

https://forums.bcks.army.mil/CommunityBrowser.aspx?id=70422 

USAES has officially assumed responsibility for the superb job USMA did in the last three years in establishing this collaboration site.  The Directorate of Environmental Integration has the lead for USAES, and has been populating the site with relevant base camp information.  Please click on “Become a Member” and fill out the form to view files.

· The project manager for tactical vehicles, TACOM, has approved fuel-oil blending for tactical wheeled vehicles.  The oil must come from the vehicle that the blended fuel will be added to and will include a filtering process that meets or exceeds the fuel filtering process on the vehicle.  Once the blending is complete the vehicle will be topped off with fuel.  The blending will occur only at oil changes.  Commercial equipment such as the Oil-Cat (GSA number GS-07F-0187M) was evaluated, meets these requirements and in use by various Army motor pools.  Experience shows the ROI (return on investment) for these units at 3 months or less.  Regular use can reduce, if not eliminate, the accumulation of used oil stockpiles. 

Take a moment to visit the Engineer School web site to KEEP CURRENT and keep critical information flowing to our Soldiers.  It's very much worth the time to visit BOTH NIPR and SIPR sites.
UNITED STATES ARMY ENGINEER SCHOOL REQUEST FOR INFORMATION SYSTEM


	D.  The Engineer Enlisted /Warrant/ Officer Branch provides the following information:  
1.  MILPER MESSAGE NUMBER : 06-240 SENIOR SERVICE COLLEGE SLATING PREFERENCE WINDOW FOR AY 07/08
 

2.  MILPER MESSAGE NUMBER : 06-237 CHANGE TO FY08 LIEUTENANT COLONEL ARMY COMPETITIVE CATEGORY CENTRALIZED SELECTION LIST (CSL) - COMMAND & KEY BILLET BOARDS 
 

3.  MILPER MESSAGE NUMBER : 06-232 ACTIVE ARMY (AA) STOP LOSS/STOP MOVEMENT PROGRAM FOR UNITS SCHEDULED TO DEPLOY OCONUS IN SUPPORT OF OIF AND OEF

 4.  Officer Personnel Self-Service Applications:

Check your entire Official Military Personnel File (OMPF)         

Check and certify the file that the board will use (My Board)     

Check your current ORB (My ORB)                                        

Submit your online Assignment Preference (AIM)                    

Certify your new official photo (DAPMIS)                                 

Submit your Command / CFD / SSC Preference Online            
 

Check your Senior Rater Profile (Dash 2)                                 

Check to see if HRC has received your OER (IWRS)                


	E.  The Office of the Chief of Engineers provides the following information:
1.  Soldier's wife offers to shave head for ad:  Grace Russo holds the symbol for the Army Corps of Engineers. Her husband is an engineer from Fort Bragg.

2. Please be advised that we now have Garmin GPS map data (vector) for Iraq and Afghanistan.  The data is also available on the Topographic Engineering Center’s SIPRnet site.  It was produced at NGA by the SOCOM Reachback team using GIFD data.  The resolution is approximately that of a TLM(1:50k). 

https://tsunami.tec.army.mil/Products/GarminMapSupport/index.cfm
(requires a CAC card to login to this PKI secure site)


3.  FORT LEWIS, Wash. (Army News Service, June 9, 2006) – Sgt. Scott P. Hankins joined the Army to make a better life for himself and to realize his dream of being an Army firefighter.  Hankins named 2005 Army Firefighter of the Year
4.  Safety and Injury Prevention for Runners

Running is an excellent way to stay fit, relieve stress, and spend time outdoors. Whether you are a beginner or a seasoned strider, these guidelines will help keep you safe and healthy for many miles to come. »  Continue
5.  Army Engineers Provide Water to Drought Stricken Indian Reservation (ARNews)
6.  THE ARMY IS OPENING AN OFFICER/WARRANT OFFICER CALL TO ACTIVE DUTY (CAD) PROGRAM BEGINNING IN FY07. THIS PROGRAM IS USED TO FILL ACTIVE COMPONENT BRANCH/FUNCTIONAL AREA SHORTAGES AND IS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR RESERVE COMPONENT (RC) OFFICERS AND WARRANT OFFICERS TO SERVE ON ACTIVE DUTY. 
7.  You can always find all the Messages to the Regiment at our AKO site—AKO Login is required.  For those having a hard time getting to the files that require an AKO logon, here is a screenshot to show where the files are physically located.


	F.  Topic of Interest:  America’s Army Real Heroes Program

Through the America’s Army Real Heroes Program which launched today, the U.S. Army is offering a glimpse into the accomplishments of Soldiers who have distinguished themselves in combat and earned citations for bravery and valor. The program features heroic Soldiers and highlights the actions for which they were awarded citations for valor. 

The Real Heroes will be included in the Army’s exceptionally popular computer game, America’s Army, along with a new line of action figures. The game can be found at www.americasarmy.com.

Introduction of Real Heroes into the online world of America’s Army provides young adults with concrete examples of how young Soldiers from across America make profound contributions in the defense of freedom and how their contributions have fundamentally shaped their personal development. 

With the release America’s Army: Special Forces (Overmatch), the 22nd installment in the America’s Army game series, the Real Heroes and their stories will provide the game’s over 7.5 million registered users with new insights into Soldiering in the U.S. Army. The Real Heroes will also be highlighted on the official U.S. Army site www.goarmy.com and as collectable action figures available at major retail outlets in the coming months.


	G.  Engineer Unit Highlight:  1st Engineer Battalion (Combat Effects) ; 46th Engineer Combat Battalion (Heavy)
This feature provides a venue for Engineer Units/Activities to post unit information.  If you are an OIC/NCOIC of an Engineer Unit/Activity and would like your organization mentioned here, download the template and email back to me.  All entries will be consolidated on a master page as they come in.  Use featured document as the template.  Feel free to elaborate.                     Engineer Unit Highlight:  Former Submissions


	H.  Recurring Links:   The Commandant’s Message;   Engineer Casualties ;  PASSAGES

The Engineer Lifelong Learning Portal  USACE Organizations ;  The Engineer Update ;  Military OneSource    

Essayons Forward ;    The Engineer Magazine;  Current PERSCOM Messages.   ;   412th ENCOM ;
The West Point Department of Civil and Mechanical Engineering ;  USMA Basecamp
The USACE Installation Support Community of Practice Portal, Engineering Knowledge Online ; 

Topographic Engineering Center  ;  United States Army Engineer Research and Development Center;  NCO Net
The West Point Department of Geography and Environmental Engineering
Department of Military Instruction (Engineer Branch)  ENGINEER UNIT REGIMENTAL LINKS
Joint Task Force North  ;  Engineer Museum Reference Library.  Maneuver Support Center of Excellence
The staff of the Engineer Professional Bulletin not only maintains the mailing list for the bulletin but also is responsible for keeping the Engineer Unit Directory updated.  They can only do that with your help.  Please take time to look at the directory Web site at and check your unit to see if the information is correct.  If it isn’t, e-mail the bulletin staff at engineer@wood.army.mil with corrections.

	I.  Engineers Supporting Engineers—Professional Organizations Links:  


1.  Army Engineer Association :  AEA News; Army Engineer Association Programs; Membership.
The AEA Congressman David L. Hobson Civil Engineering Scholarship award is sponsored by Trimble, a leading provider of advanced positioning solutions that maximize productivity and enhance profitability. The scholarship is to honor Mr. Hobson’s lifetime achievements in the advancement of military civil engineering, and to recognize Mr. Hobson for his commitment and dedication to improve the quality of life of our troops by improving facilities, housing and opportunities for advanced education. This annual competition is open to qualified AEA members or family members of AEA members who are full-time undergraduate students pursuing a baccalaureate degree in Civil Engineering. All completed applications and supporting documentation must be mailed to arrive at AEA no later than 28 September 2006. Awards will evaluated and announced by 31 October. Up to four awards each of $3000 each may be presented each year at the discretion of AEA.
ANNUAL DEADLINE FOR HOBSON SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION IS: 28 SEPTEMBER
Details on Scholarship tab at www.armyengineer.com
Send Reunion Announcements to aeamag@armyengineer.com  
JOBS...after the Army
AEA is now posting civilian job openings as they are received from representatives of industry, on the Member Portal message board. Additionally, AEA has been running and will continue to run, a special series of articles in Army Engineer magazine which focus on individual job experiences of many retired Army Engineers. To read those articles, you need to subscribe to the magazine. Do so here.
2.  Society of American Military Engineers : The Military Engineer Online : Membership
3rd Annual SAME Joint Engineer Senior NCO Symposium
In conjunction with the Missouri River and Texoma Regional Education and Training Conference, SAME is hosting its 3rd Annual Joint Engineer Senior NCO Symposium.  This event will allow senior engineer NCOs and officers from the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines and Joint Staff, as well as private sector Sustaining Members, to discuss joint engineer support to the war fighter in an interactive workshop environment.  Attendees will register and attend the ice breaker and first day of the regional conference, which has relevant technical sessions and tours at Ft Leonard Wood.  The NCO Symposium will then relocate to the Hampton Inn just outside the gate for a separate NCO session.  Register Now to attend or become a sponsor of the NCO Symposium.  
  
Deployed Engineering Team 

Get The Military Engineer and SAME News delivered directly to you!  Complete our temporary deployment form and we will send your SAME materials to you onsite while serving in your area of operational responsibility (AOR).

This free service is just one of the many ways SAME salutes our members.  Click here to provide your temporary AOR contact information.
Transitioning from military service?  Retiring from the Federal Government?  Looking for a new and exciting position in the A/E/C industry?  If the answer to any of these questions is YES, place your resume on the SAME Job Center web site.  The service is free for SAME members.  The site has been or is being utilized by over 300 companies that through their placement of job announcements have access to your resume.

3.  The Castle Gram; a publication of the Army Engineer Officers’ Wife’s Club of Washington DC. 



	Alternate response email address is DAEN-ZC@hqda.army.mil 

V/R
William R, Arthur

William R. Arthur
Sergeant Major
Office of the Chief of Engineers
Work: (703) 693-4404
Fax             693-4410
BB:    (703)-459-5365
"To the Core; for the Corps"









