	MESSAGE TO THE REGIMENT #26:
”The Engineer Blast”
10 March, 2006
A.  Overview:  The Office of the Chief of Engineers is pleased to forward this twenty-sixth version of “The Engineer Blast”.  

Thanks for all you do and stay safe – enjoy the “BLAST!!”  
NOTE:  In order to further enhance communications from the major entities of the Engineer Regiment to the field, the Office, Chief of Engineers (OCE) is facilitating a process to spread Engineer knowledge from the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), The United States Army Engineer School (USAES), Engineer Branch, other Engineer agencies, and our office in the Pentagon.  All links should work for .mil computers.  
Members and Former Members of the 23rd Engineer Battalion.  There is an effort to finalize the 23rd Engineer Battalion Plaque that will reside in the Engineer Museum.  Please click here if you would like to provide input.
Engineering Knowledge Online remains as a premier Engineer Knowledge and Collaboration Site.  Please take the time to see all the great information available.
THREE DAYS LEFT to Register for IED Defeat Seminar and Live Fire at NTC

The U.S. Army’s National Training Center, in coordination with the Joint Improvised Explosive Device (IED) Defeat Organization and the US Army Engineer School, will host the 2006 IED Defeat Seminar, 20-24 March 2006, at Ft. Irwin, CA.  

Register at: http://www.armyengineer.com/IED_2006.htm      More information, schedules and security requirements


	B.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) provides the following information:



 

LTG Carl Strock, Commanding General, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Chief of Engineers talks to the press about the rebuilding plans for levees in New Orleans destroyed after Hurricane Katrina.  Click on picture above.

1.  The Chief of Engineers will host an Engineer Muster for all Engineers, past and present, on 23 June 2006 from 1000 – 1100 hrs in the Headquarters, US Army Corps of Engineers Executive Foyer.  Refreshments will be served following a brief ceremony.  Please RSVP to Shirley Rees, 202-761-1220 to facilitate entrance to the GAO building.
2.  Born out of the need for a field-expedient change detection system to aid in spotting improvised explosive devices (IEDs), Buckeye has rapidly evolved from the initial prototype, based on electro-optical (EO) sensing, to a system using both high-resolution EO and Light Detection and Ranging (LIDAR) imagery to produce highly detailed and accurate elevation data for better visualizing the battlefield.  Read the article.
3.  Once again the time has come to nominate from your MACOM a Soldier to compete for the honor of being awarded the 4th Annual SGM Larry L. Strickland Education Leadership Award (SELA).  I would ask that you consider Soldiers that not only meet the criteria but exemplify the meaning of the Award.

4.  CORPS POINTS, a weekly compendium of facts and talking points to help tell the Corps story, is linked.  Version; 3 Mar 06 
5.  USACE News Clips are daily compilations of published current news articles and commentary concerning significant U.S. Army Corps of Engineer issues.
6.  Historical Vignette # 17; The 2d Engineer Combat Battalion Paid Heavy Price for being Rear Guard at Kunu-ri? By USACE Office of History.

7.  The following information is provided by the 412th ENCOM—MAJ Roth

GWOT

· 412th ENCOM currently has 44 soldiers mobilized ISO GWOT both in CENTCOM and USEUCOM AORs. 

· 412th ENCOM has received it’s mobilization order ISO USACE GRD support and will report to Home Station prior to deployment to the Ft. Bliss CRC.  

· 412th ENCOM supports USACE COA analysis ISO FUOPS for GRD role in the CENTCOM AOR and will be participating via VTC 09 MAR 06 to facilitate the COE COA Briefing. 

Transformation (TEC)/Army Reserve Command and Control (ARC2)

· 412th ENCOM ICW HQUSACE and the 416th ENCOM is staffing Initiative 23 (Theater Engineer Command (TEC)) and have submitted their proposed Equipment Set and DRAFT O&O Concept Paper to the MANSCEN Futures Center (USAES) for FDU submission to TRADOC. 

· 412th ENCOM holds weekly meetings of the Army Reserve Command and Control (ARC2) Working Group to develop comprehensive plans for the transformation into a Title X Operational Command while still maintaining wartime mission readiness ISO the ENCOM’s transition to TEC.  Products that have been staffed include TDA mission analysis, mission statement, mission essential task list, subordinate battle tasks (by section) and DRAFT Operations and Functions Manual.  The 412th ENCOM ICW the 416th ENCOM will be jointly staffing an AUG TDA to support ARC2 and submitted to USARC Transformation Integration Office IAW USARC suspense. 

Humanitarian Assistance

· 412th ENCOM is currently sourcing the support of four (4) individuals to support Hurricane Relief Operations ISO Mississippi Valley Division in the MS/LA AOR.  

 COCOM Support

· 412th ENCOM (Korea Forward and Main) is supporting Combined Forces Engineer (CFEN), Combined Forces Command, Korea in the development of products utilizing the ENCOM’s internal reachback capability and provided the final submission of products IAW CFEN deadline. 

· The 412th ENCOM conducted WARPLEX ’06 (31 JAN – 03 FEB 06).  The exercise culminated in a decision briefing to the G3 for global engagement of the ENCOM.  The decision briefing was presented to the Commanding General during the March Battle Assembly. 

· The 412th ENCOM continues planning for USF-K Exercises Ulchi Focus Lens and RSOI ’06 and is conducting bi-weekly teleconferences with the Korea Forward in support of planning efforts.  The ADVON for RSOI deploys 17 MAR 06 and the Main Body will deploy on 19 MAR 06. 

Exercise Related Construction

· 412th ENCOM conducts Operation Sand Castle as USARC Action Agent, 372d EN GP (CBT) has C2 over exercise units.  

· USARC ARLOG XXI FRAGO 06-01 for movement of all exercise equipment to the NTC IAW exercise timelines was released on 21 FEB 06.   

· The Final Planning Conference was conducted during the period 4-5 FEB 06 at the NTC and final details of logistical requirements were coordinated.   

· 412th ENCOM is conducting initial coordination with USACE for potential synergies between the USACE Training Mission (FRAGO 1 to OPORD 2006-02) at the NTC and Operation Sand Castle.  

· The 412th ENCOM (Forward – Germany) continues staff planning ISO Humanitarian Assistance Operations and the EUCOM TSCP. 

· The 412th ENCOM (Forward –Hawaii) continues planning ISO PACOM/USARPAC in the execution of exercises Balkitan ’06 , Cobra Gold ’06 and Khan Quest ’06.  The 854th ECB (H) will provide units ISO vertical and horizontal construction projects ISO Humanitarian Assistance Projects ISO the PACOM Theater Security Cooperation Plan (TSCP).  MAJ Stogner accompanied a PACOM J44 team to Australia, Thailand and the Philippines (10-23 Feb 06) to plan and coordinate Engineer Related Construction (ERC) projects for FY06 and FY07.  A platoon from the 854th EN BN deployed to the Philippines in support of exercise Balikatan.  HA Projects are progressing (50% complete


8.  The following information is provided by the 416th ENCOM—SGM Prater


· Currently have 57 Soldiers mobilized ISO operations in the CENTCOM AOR. 

· USARC Executive Agent for New Horizons 2006 – El Salvador, 21 Feb – 9 Jun 06. Currently 263 service members in El Salvador.   

· USARC Executive Agent for Trade Winds 06.  This is a 19 nation JCS exercise to be conducted in Mar-Apr 2006 in Kingston, Jamaica. 

· Currently have 6 personnel ISO hurricane Katrina/Rita relief efforts, and are acting as LNO to multiple USAR units who have volunteered soldiers  

· USARC Executive Agent for New Horizons 06 - Peru, 15 Jul – 30 Sep 06.  A joint exercise employing Army, Navy and Marine personnel.  IPC 6-9 Mar in San Antonio. 

· Supporting USARSO with engineer staff support for Blue Advance 2006, a SOUTHCOM staff exercise, 3-17 Mar in Suffolk, VA. 

· Preparing FPC for Operation Essayons which is an IRC project at Ft. Hunter Ligget, CA.  Exercise dates are 15 Jul – 11 Aug 06. 

· Preparing FPC for Operation Patriot Warrior which is an IRC project at Ft. McCoy, WI.  Exercise dates are 7 Jun – 27 Jun 06. 

· Have taken the lead in the C2 transition of USAR Engineer units to one of the two ENCOMs. 


416th Facility Engineer Group:  FEC-NW (416th ENCOM) – The Facility Engineer Center for the Northwest part of the United States has multiple reserve enlisted and officer positions open in the following areas: Construction Sergeant, E-6, both 21N & 21H, Denver (Colorado), Supply Sergeant, E-5, (92Y), Personnel Sergeant, E-5, (42A), Personnel Sergeant, E-8, (42A) and Information Systems Officer, 0-3 & 0-4, (25A), Fort McCoy (Wisconsin).  In addition the following areas have these openings in Construction Inspectors, E-7, (21H), Construction Supervisors, E8, (21X), Engineer Officers, 0-3 & 0-4, (21B & 21D), Warrant Officers (210A) in Seattle (Washington), Denver (Colorado), Minneapolis (Minnesota), Fort McCoy (Wisconsin), Milwaukee (Wisconsin), Peoria (Illinois), Chicago (Illinois), Detroit (Michigan), Indianapolis (Indiana), and Columbus (Ohio).

If interested in any of the above mentioned positions please send your contact information or your military resume to Major Gary Metzer (gary.metzer@us.army.mil) indicating the position and part of the country you are interested in.

9.  The Gulf Region Division (GRD)  GRD provides the following articles.

Feb 24 - Provinces succeed in selecting reconstruction projects


 HYPERLINK "http://www.grd.usace.army.mil/news/releases/recon022206.html" Feb 22 - Thirty-two police stations in Diwaniyah Province are finished


 HYPERLINK "http://www.grd.usace.army.mil/news/releases/recon021406.html" Feb 14 - Northeastern Iraq's electric is coming together
March 7 - Jenkins appreciates Chicago support


 HYPERLINK "http://www.grd.usace.army.mil/news/releases/people021906.html" February 19 - Vicksburg engineer's church reaches out to help Iraqi orphans


 HYPERLINK "http://www.grd.usace.army.mil/news/releases/people021406.html" February 16 - Iraq's wedding


 HYPERLINK "http://www.grd.usace.army.mil/news/releases/people021506.html" February 15 - Kevin Powell plans to donate traveling T-shirt to daughter's elementary school

10.  The Afghanistan Engineer District :   From halfway across the world an alum reaches out to help grow engineers.

Thanks to the generosity of the University of Hartford in Connecticut and engineers from throughout the United States, Kabul University’s engineering faculty and students have current textbooks from which to study.

Dr. Saleh Keshawars, Ph.D. ,an engineering graduate of Kabul University, serves as Associate Professor in Civil and Environmental Engineering at the University of Hartford. Through various sources, he discovered that Kabul University’s engineering building had been ravaged and that the faculty and students have had no power or water, no lab equipment or computers.

Keshawars contacted the Afghanistan Engineer District’s John Hazelton and Rick Lien with a simple request – help me get needed textbooks to the university so that engineers can learn and the country rebuild. The two engineers agreed to serve as in-country points of contact for the professor

Dr. Keshawars collected about 180 text books, mostly teacher’s manuals, in a variety of engineering disciplines. He sent them to AED where Marie Vanderpool, a hydrologist from Fort Worth who has been working microhydropower projects, catalogued them and coordinated their delivery. Mr. Alimy, the Dean of Engineering, and about eight of the professors accepted the books on behalf of the school.

Vanderpool reported that thanks to a Provincial Reconstruction Team’s efforts the facility is coming to life. She was impressed that students, though without text books, “continue to dedicate themselves to task of higher education.”

In a country like Afghanistan where a generation of engineers and skilled labor was lost due to conflict, the books and the refurbished facility serve as a beacon for those who want to learn and to rebuild. AED engineers continue to collect current engineering texts for distribution.


	C.  The The US Army Engineer School (USAES) provides the following information: 

 
AC’s MESSAGE: Members of the Regiment – a lot of exciting events and initiatives occurring this spring – wanted to include some of the highlights in the BLAST for your situational awareness.

1.  NEW BATTALION ACTIVATION – 20th ENGINEER BATTALION:
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Congratulations to LTC Raymer, CSM Busch, and the entire 20th Engineer Battalion (Combat Effects) team on their recent activation.  The unit was officially reactivated by MG Castro and CSM Pearson on Tuesday, 28 FEB at Ft. Hood.  Activating the 20th has required incredible effort from many organizations, to include FORSCOM, Ft. Knox Garrison Command, HRC, and the Engineer School FUSION CELL.  This is the second of 5 new battalions activating in 2006!
2.  1ST ENGINEER BRIGADE CHANGE OF COMMAND: 
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Congratulations to COL Mike Iverson and his wife Usa on taking command of the 1st Engineer Brigade on Friday, 10 March at FLW, MO.  What a SUPER leadership team, we are excited to have them here to over watch the Initial Military Training of the soldiers of the regiment.  I have included COL Iverson’s biography here.

3.  BEST SAPPER COMPETITION: The Regiment’s Second Annual Best Sapper Competition will be held from 02-04 MAY 2006 and coincides with this year’s ENFORCE.  The competition is designed and run by our Sapper Leader Course cadre and supported by the entire installation.  I would like to personally encourage/challenge each of you to send one team/company TDY for six days to take part in this world-class event!  I can assure you this event will challenge their ability to perform the complex tasks we expect our Task Force Engineers to perform under the harshest of conditions.  Your Sapper buddy teams will be required to operate for over 50 continuous hours and perform multiple technical Engineering missions.  Tasks include but are not limited to MOUT Breaching, IED Reporting, Live Demolitions, Non-Standard Weapons Range and many more exciting and challenging events.  Competitors will move dismounted for a cumulative distance of over 55 miles between events and must be in PEAK physical condition to complete the competition.  Last year’s winners, of the 65th EN BN, were recognized by the SMA at the AUSA President’s Dinner and by LTG(R) Flowers at the AEA Conference in Orlando, FL.  This is a once-a-year opportunity to let your leaders challenge themselves and be recognized!  For detailed information, please visit our website at http://www.wood.army.mil/sapper/.  Know you are busy – but few units have completed registration – need your teams to ensure we have a quality competition.
4.  ASSAULT BREACHER VEHICLE TESTING ON-GOING (ABV): 
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We had a great opportunity last week to visit the Assault Breacher Vehicle testing currently under way at Ft. McCoy, Wisconsin, and I wanted to show you the latest photos of the vehicle in action.  The vehicle is based on an M1 chassis and includes two modified MICLIC line charges, four types of plow blades, a .50 caliber machine gun, and an automatic lane marking system.  The ABV also has a robotic capability that allows it to operate unmanned.  The ABV is currently in production for the Marine Corps and will be added to our Army Engineer units in the next few years.  Look for the ABV in operation this May at ENFORCE!

5.  3/2 SBCT NTC ROTATION: Several of us from the Engineer School observe training days 06-11 of the 3/2 SBCT IED Defeat Focused NTC Rotation.  During the visit we collected information on the effectiveness of the systems sponsored by the IED Defeat ICDT – Weapons Intelligence Teams, Specialized Search Dogs, Route Reconnaissance and Clearance Equipment, Advanced Search, Integrated Base Defense System, Scan Eagle, Crystal Predictive Software, and Dismounted Networked Soldier Communications.  We received positive feedback on all IED Defeat systems from a wide range of Soldiers and Leaders, from the 3/2 SBCT Commander to the NTC Commander, the VCSA and the CSA.   The proof in concept for the focused rotation was very well received by the DA Leadership, and the Engineer School is working closely with the Joint IED Task Force and FORSCOM to provide the same level of assistance to future BCT rotating to NTC. 
6.  21U SECURITY CLEARANCES: Seems like no matter where you are – our terrain teams and geospatial units always have challenges with 21U security clearances.  While we have fixed the initial entry soldiers, we’ve seen an emerging trend of 21U RECLASS Soldiers arriving for MOS training without the proper security clearance.  Soldiers that reclassify to the 21U field must possess an interim secret clearance before attending training IAW DA Pam 611-21.  As of 19 Feb 99, the temporary eligibility for the interim clearance changed from being valid for 6 months to being valid until completion of the investigation and adjudication. It is mandatory and imperative that the Retention NCO and the Soldier ensure that the process is initiated and the interim is granted before attending the course.  Army G-1 Retention is issuing a message for all Retention NCOs to Pre-qualify Soldiers to ensure they meet all the prerequisites before processing the Soldiers paperwork. Questions or concerns can be addressed to your Retention NCO or MSG Don A. Guess, CMF 21(Topographic) Senior Career Manager, don.guess@wood.army.mil or DSN 676-7369/ Com (573) 563-7369.

7. CALL FOR VIDEO CLIPS:  Request your assistance as we prep for the Engineer event of the year; ENFORCE 2006.  We need video clips from your organizations showing engineers doing their missions: firefighters, divers, builders, sappers, geospatial, environmental, schools, etc!  We want to see what you are doing and sharing it with the Regimental leaders this spring – as well as build it into briefings we do to exhibit your capabilities.  Please e-mail anthony.funkhouser@wood.army.mil with clips or send video to: 

US Army Engineer School

Chief of Staff, ATTN: LTC Funkhouser

464 MANSCEN Loop, Room 3617

Fort Leonard Wood, MO 65473-8702

8. THANKS FOR THE GREAT SUPPORT ON THE LAST COMMANDANTS VTC!  I want to pass on my thanks to all the units that participated in the Commandants VTC week before last.  With over 52 stations on the net – we had a dynamic update by MG Castro and the USAES Directors on IED Defeat efforts with exceptional comments added from several deployed ENGINEER LEADERS in IRAQ and AFGANISTAN.  Our number #1 goal at the Engineer School is support to the warfighter and the IED Defeat effort – please continue to send us your concerns and Lessons Learned! 

9.  ENGINEER LEADERS LOOKING FOR COMMENTS ON OUR TRANSFORMATOIN IN TRAINING:  Many of you have read in the newspapers or heard the CG or I brief about the changes we have made in the Initial Entry Culture.  Basic Combat Training is more rigorous than ever before.  The stress of pointless yelling has been replaced with realistic training in austere environments designed to prepare Soldiers from the combat situations they will face immediately after graduating from training.  We have some great examples from field commanders of new soldiers recently deployed to IRAQ or AFGANISTAN who have clearly demonstrated the maturity and confidence of a revised training culture.  The regimental leadership is looking for any additional information on examples you have experienced to help us validate and improve the quality of today’s emerging recently graduated engineer soldier.  Please drop me an email or pass to your junior leaders – I will gather and pass to the CG.  Our goal is to continue to provide our Engineer soldiers with all the skills, tools, and battle focused training we can to let them succeed on today’s complex battlefield. 

V/R,   COL(P) TODD SEMONITE
SAPPER ACADEMIA: NEWS FROM THE US ARMY ENGINEER SCHOOL

1.  ENFORCE 2006 (More info in the Professional Organization section)
The events throughout the week of ENFORCE are materializing rapidly.  For those of you who will be participating at our ENFORCE Warfighter Symposium in St. Louis, we have an all-star line up waiting for you to hear about their recent experiences at OEF and OIF, then giving you a chance to ask those questions that are important to you.  Also we will be rolling up our sleeves, tackling pertinent issues in the areas of Transforming for War and Assuring Mobility through IED Defeat.   

Moving ENFORCE to FLW, you will have an opportunity to hear the thoughts of our Chief of Engineers and see how we have transformed our training sites to meet and exceed the demands of the ever-changing contemporary operating environment.  We will also be honoring our best sappers and commemorate our fallen comrades.  

Of course, sprinkled throughout the week will be numerous social activities.   

ENFORCE SCHEDULE
2.  NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR OF TRAINING AND LEADER DEVELOPMENT

Explosive Ordnance Clearing Agent (EOCA) Course  CRS 2E-F231/030-F14

We are pleased to have so many units within the Engineer Regiment enrolling Soldiers into the EOCA course, a 16-week course taught at Redstone Arsenal, Alabama. The course provides excellent training in our fight against improvised explosive devices (IEDs). The Directorate of Training and Leader Development encourages all unit leaders to continue their commitment to send Soldiers to such valuable training.

The EOCA course was designed to assist in closing the gap between explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) and engineers. This course is in high demand, and it is a high-intensity course. This course, designed to train E-4 thru E-7 and O-1 thru O-3, teaches supervision and management of unexploded ordnance (UXO) information, ordnance identification, protective measures, reconnaissance on UXO, identification marking, disposal of select UXO, route clearance operations, and determination of UXO disposition. It provides the basic skills and knowledge to perform as EOCAs, and the goal is to have two Soldiers per squad trained in this course. Additional information can be found at the United States Army Engineer School Web site. We also want to remind units to continue to enroll your Soldiers. However, we have made minor enrollment adjustments to facilitate your requests.

To attend EOCA, Soldiers must be enrolled through Army Training Requirements and Resources System (ATRRS), the approved system for seat assignments. Submit an A-1 application, through your unit G-3/DPTM, to enroll your Soldiers in a "wait" status. In the normal processing of ATRRS, Soldiers are entered and placed into cancel, wait, or reservation status. The reservation system is the method used by the Army to lock-in seats.
Currently, ATRRS is not allowing reservations for EOCA, so Soldiers listed in a wait status are selected, based on several criteria, 14 days prior to the class start date. Criteria includes deployment timeline. Units must confirm that their Soldiers are on the finalized list by contacting SGM Joseph Harris. Failure to confirm your Soldiers at the 14-day period may cause lost seats.
An e-mail request is not the correct method to enroll Soldiers into EOCA. However, we accept e‑mails on a case-by-case basis, especially when units receive short notice deployment orders. E‑mails will also be taken into consideration when units have been rejected or have difficulty entering names into ATRRS. The Director of Training and Leader Development will consider these requests. You must inform Mr. Mike Dascanio or SGM Joseph Harris of your requirements in writing. 
Again, we appreciate the great response to this course. Please be patient with us as we work to institutionalize this great training. Feel free to contact SGM Joseph Harris or Mr. Mike Dascanio with any problems or issues. Mike Dascanio can be reached at e-mail: <michael.anthony.dascanio@us.army.mil>, commercial: 573-563-6295, or DSN: 676-6295. SGM Joseph Harris can be reached at e-mail: <joseph.harris8@us.army.mil>, commercial: 573-563-4094, or DSN: 676-4094. 

3.  NOTES FROM ENLISTED PERSONNEL PROPONENCY OFFICE:

a.  21S SSG/SFC to attend 21N/T ANCOC

Engineer Personnel Proponency Office is working with the Department of Training and Leader Development (DOTLD) to provide ANCOC opportunities for Topographical Surveyors (21S) in the rank of SSG/SFC.  The Technical Engineer (21T) currently attends the Construction Equipment Supervisor (21N) ANCOC, but 21S have never had a technical ANCOC phase.  With the approved MOS 21S and 21T consolidation effective 1 October 2008 (NOFC E-0604-6) there is an opportunity to begin getting 21S into the school.  Staffing is being worked through EPPO and DOTLD to get the proper codes recognized in ATRRS.

4.  CHIEF OF STAFF, US ARMY ENGINEER SCHOOL NOTES: 

a.  The Engineer School Request For Information (RFI) Website is down.  The site is being moved between servers.  When it is complete, it will look a little different than in the past and should be more streamlined.  You can still get to the site from the Engineer School website or directly through https://www.wood.army.mil/rfi2/   The system should be up and running to full capacity in the next week or so.  Thanks for your patience!

SPECIAL NOTE

The Counter Explosive Hazards Center (CEHC) Ft. Leonard Wood, MO, provides several courses of instruction to include the Search Course, Route Reconnaissance and Clearance Course (R2C2), Route Reconnaissance and Clearance Maintainers Course, Area Clearance Course, Route Reconnaissance and Clearance Course-SAPPER (R2C2-S), Search Coordinator Course, IEDD-T3, and IEDD-T3 (MTT).

These are all non ATRRS, contingency based training. Specific information on dates and slots is available through the CEHC. 

Currently we are primarily looking for personnel who would benefit from attending the Search Course and IEDD-T3. 

Search Course- 3 Weeks residential. Course is open to soldiers of all arms, through out Joint Forces Commands (Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine and Coast Guard). Rank specification for Search Advisors are Sergeant First Class (E-7) to Major (O-4) and rank specification for Unit Searchers are Private (E-1) to Staff Sergeant (E-6). The Search Course provides students the individual and collective knowledge and skills required to carry out Military Search Operations as Search Teams lead by Search Advisors. The course covers the following types of search operations: Occupied/unoccupied building search, person search, vehicle search and area search. The course is broken in two - Search Advisers E7-O4 and Search Squad members up to E6.  Each Course trains a total of 33 personnel, broken down into the two groups; the first group is nine advisors trained as individuals, the second group is three teams of eight searchers trained as teams.  

IEDD T3 training - 2.5 days residential or MTT.  The CEHC is responsible for teaching all non-BCT units throughout the military. Course is open to soldiers of all arms, through out Joint Forces Commands (Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine and Coast Guard) in the grades of Specialist (E-4) to Colonel (O-6). Training is intended for soldiers to provide training for their unit on IED Defeat tactics.

Fact sheets are available for all CEHC courses at the CEHC website: http://www.wood.army.mil/CEHC/index.htm
 Take a moment to visit the Engineer School web site to KEEP CURRENT and keep critical information flowing to our Soldiers.  It's very much worth the time to visit BOTH NIPR and SIPR sites.



	D.  The Engineer Enlisted / Officer Branch provides the following information:  

Enlisted:  IF YOU HAVE A CURRENT TOP SECRET SECURITY CLEARANCE AND WOULD LIKE TO BE CONSIDERED FOR A NOMINATIVE ASSIGNMENT (ie...WHITE HOUSE, PENTAGON ect...) CONTACT YOUR PDNCO.

Officer:  Expanded Graduate School Program.  If you are YG 1998-2003 and interested in attending ACS, please see MILPER Message below and contact your branch manager for more information.

Expanded Graduate School Program for Officers in Year Groups 98-03 message, MILPER Message 05-293.

HRC ACS Program Main Page.
Number 
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 HYPERLINK "https://perscomnd04.army.mil/milpermsgs.nsf/Latest?OpenPage&Count=20&ResortAscending=0&BaseTarget=_top" 
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      (AKO LOGIN MAY BE REQUIRED)
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06-074
10 Mar 06
ACADEMIC YEAR 2007/2008 DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF, G-3, HARVARD STRATEGIST PROGRAM
Mar 08
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06-073
10 Mar 06
FY2007/2008 GEORGE C. MARSHALL EUROPEAN CENTER FOR SECURITY STUDIES
Mar 08
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06-072
10 Mar 06
ARMY CONGRESSIONAL FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM – 2008
Mar 08
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06-071
10 Mar 06
FISCAL YEAR 2007/2008 ASIA-PACIFIC CENTER FELLOWSHIP
Mar 08


	E.  The Office of the Chief of Engineers provides the following information: 

1.  Save your hearing.  Watch this video 

2.  CONSOLIDATED POLICY FOR SELECTIVE RENLISTMENT BONUS (SRB) FOR ARMY RESERVE (USAR) ACTIVE GUARD RESERVE (AGR) SOLDIERS
3.  THE PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAGE IS TO PROVIDE INTERIM GUIDANCE AND AUTHORITY FOR THE USE OF THE MAINTENANCE ALLOCATION CHART (MAC) FOUND IN EQUIPMENT TECHNICAL MANUALS (TM).
4.  THE PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAGE IS TO PROVIDE CLARIFICATION ON FINAL DISPOSITIONING OF SOLDIERS IN MRP WHO HAVE ENTERED THE ARMY PHYSICAL DISABILITY EVALUATION SYSTEM (PDES).
5.  THE CHIEF OF STAFF, ARMY, DIRECTED AN ANNUAL ARMY-WIDE PAI.  ALL ACTIVE COMPONENT (AC) AND FEDERALIZED/ MOBILIZED RESERVE COMPONENT (RC) ARMY UNITS WILL CONDUCT A PAI DURING THE 15 MARCH - 15 APRIL 2006 TIMEFRAME FOR DEPLOYED UNITS.  ALL NONDEPLOYED UNITS, AND GARRISON UNITS, INCLUDING COMMUNITY BASED HEALTH CARE ORGANIZATIONS(CBHCO)/ MEDICAL RETENTION PROCESSING UNITS(MRPU), WILL CONDUCT A PAI DURING 15-30 APRIL 200

6.  Off-duty, privately owned vehicle (POV) accidents (both injuries and fatalities) continue to hold the highest accident rate in non-combat accidents.   Statistics, as of 28 Feb 06, show that POV accidents account for 41% of the fatal accidents to our soldiers.  When these statistics are combined with army motor vehicle (AMV) accidents, POV and AMV accidents account for 65% of the fatalities for our soldiers.

7.  Joint Special Operations Command Annual Marksmanship Competition 3-7 April 2006 / NRA Regional Match.  Details at this link http://www.usarec.army.mil/hq/amu/
8. Department of the Army Stand To - A daily compendium of news, information, and context for Army leaders.  A consolidated version of the Army’s daily send.
9.  You can always find all the Messages to the Regiment at our AKO site—AKO Login is required.  For those having a hard time getting to the files that require an AKO logon, here is a screenshot to show where the files are physically located.
https://www.us.army.mil/suite/folder/1066848 


	Topic of Interest:  The Army NGA Support Team Representative located at the MANSCEN TRADOC Program Integration Office - Terrain Data (TPIO-TD)
The Army NGA Support Team (Army NST) representative at TPIO-TD, Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, is Mr. Edward Whitmore. He is an NGA Geospatial Intelligence Analyst experienced with NGA Army customer support requirements, and he joined the Army NST in June 2005 as the MANSCEN TPIO-TD liaison. Previously, Mr. Whitmore served on the NORTHCOM NST supporting the JTF-North Counter-Narcotic/Counter-Terrorism Mission at Fort Bliss, Texas.  
Mr. Whitmore has been supporting TPIO-TD with geospatial analysis and geospatial data for the Terrain Visualization Center and MANSCEN Futures Center Modeling and Simulation Lab exercises. Additionally, he has provided mission essential geospatial data and imagery to units deploying from Fort Leonard Wood and other locations. His mission essential tasks are to:

       Provide NGA data, products, services, on-site exploitation, and technical support at Fort Leonard   Wood. 
       Incorporate geospatial intelligence activities into Army curricula and training; to promote awareness within the Army MANSCEN and TRADOC schools about NGA products, services, and training.
       Assist the MANSCEN TPIO-TD in submission and management of requirements. 
       Assess/review policy, processes, services, data, and functionality with the MANSCEN and provide feedback to the Army MANSCEN and NGA about usefulness and improvements.
       Facilitate interaction and collaboration between the MANSCEN and NGA by representing NGA and by advocating Army needs within NGA.
       Lead and manage change and expectations as the Army and NGA develop and transform. 

You can contact Mr. Whitmore by commercial phone at (573) 329-1905 or e-mail him unclassified at edward.whitmore@wood.army.mil or whitmoree@nga.mil. His JWICS email address is edward.whitmore@army.ic.gov.
 

	G.  Engineer Unit Highlight:  412th Engineer Command No new entries
This feature provides a venue for Engineer Units/Activities to post unit information.  If you are an OIC/NCOIC of an Engineer Unit/Activity and would like your organization mentioned here, download the template and email back to me.  All entries will be consolidated on a master page as they come in.  Use featured document as the template.  Feel free to elaborate.                     Engineer Unit Highlight:  Former Submissions


	H.  Recurring Links:   The Commandant’s Message;   Engineer Casualties (Updated as of 28 Dec 05)  

The Engineer Lifelong Learning Portal  USACE Organizations ;  The Engineer Update ;  Military OneSource    

Essayons Forward ;    The Engineer Magazine;  Current PERSCOM Messages.   ;   412th ENCOM ;   
The West Point Department of Civil and Mechanical Engineering ;  USMA Basecamp
The USACE Installation Support Community of Practice Portal, Engineering Knowledge Online ; 

Topographic Engineering Center  ;  United States Army Engineer Research and Development Center;  NCO Net
The West Point Department of Geography and Environmental Engineering
Department of Military Instruction (Engineer Branch)  ENGINEER UNIT REGIMENTAL LINKS
Joint Task Force North  


	I.  Engineers Supporting Engineers—Professional Organizations Links:  


1.  Army Engineer Association :  AEA News;  Army Engineer Association Programs; Membership.
Send Reunion Announcements to aeamag@armyengineer.com  
*******ENFORCE 2006*******
 AEA Engineer Regimental Conference
ENFORCE is back!! AND, it's a new, exciting format. This is the only event this year that the entire Army Engineer Community will gather for its annual training and professional development conference. 

AC and RC Engineer Warfighters from all levels (BCT to Joint), USACE staff and Div/District Engineers, Engineer Materiel developers, Industry and alumni will all be present. Engineers from other US services, and DPWs are also invited, and all members of the US Army Engineer Regiment are invited to attend. 

AEA will host the St Louis leg of ENFORCE 2006 in the America's Center from 1-3 May 2006, featuring MG Castro's ENFORCE 2006 Warfighter Symposium, along with Industry seminar sessions on BRAC, MILCON Transformation, Civil Works, and warfighter materiel development. Register on AEA web site. Breakfast, breaks, and lunch will be provided on the exhibition floor. 

The Engineer School will then host Government and Industry at Fort Leonard Wood for the final leg of ENFORCE 2006, 3-5 May 2006. There will be several ceremonial activities at the Home of the Engineers, Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, 3-5 May 2006. The premier events will be the Best Sapper team final event, the Engineer Memorial dedication and the 2006 Engineer Regimental Ball. Register on AEA web site link to Fort Leonard Wood. 

The Conference provides a full week of opportunities for all in attendance to share the common bond of Army Engineer service, while at the same time being able to participate in a series of educational and information sharing sessions, not available elsewhere under a single venue.

If you're AC/RC military, DOD government, or Engineer Regimental alumni -- go to the AEA web page and register, and make sure you book your hotel room now. 

If you're Industry -- register today, but also check out booth and sponsorship opportunities.

Detailed information regarding ENFORCE 2006 Regimental Conference can be found here.

AEA Members can register here.

Non-Members can register here.

We hope to see you in St. Louis this May! 

[image: image16]
If you are unable to click the links above, copy and paste the following URL into your browser. http://www.armyengineer.com/regt_conf_06.htm 


2.  Society of American Military Engineers : The Military Engineer Online : Membership

2006 Joint Engineer Education and Training Conference & Expo, May 30 – June 2 

Go to the Conference Web Site for:
 
· Individual Registrations – Reduced Fees for Public Sector, Young Members and NCO Members – Full and One-Day Registrations 

· Spouse/Guest Registrations – Full registration or a la carte 

· Exhibit Registrations – Several exhibit booths remaining 

· Hotel Reservations at the Marriott in the French Quarter – Make your reservations early. 

· Schedule at a Glance 

· Tuesday – Golf, Technical Tour, Exhibit Hall Ribbon Cutting, Ice Breaker 

· Wednesday – Opening Session, Luncheon with Honors Ceremony, Young Members Mentoring Event 

· Thursday – Post Awards Breakfast, National Committee Luncheons, Technical Tour, Society Ball 

· Friday – Board of Direction Meeting 

· Technical Sessions – Session descriptions and speaker information becoming available and updated weekly 

· Opening Session Year in Review:  RADM Mike Loose, CEC, USN, SAME President 

· Opening Session Keynote Speaker:  LTG Carl A. Strock, P.E., Chief of Engineers and Commander, US Army Corps of Engineers 

· 12 Technical Sessions with Professional Development Hours (PDH) 

· Two (2) Technical Tours 

· Guided Tour of D-Day Museum 

· Survey of Hurricane Katrina Disaster Area 

· Three (3) Spouse/Guest Tours 

 
The Louisiana Post is developing an awesome program, and we have the Engineering Service Chiefs and many other senior government officials lined up to come.  All we need is YOU.  Show your support for the hurricane recovery effort, network with your SAME colleagues, and obtain valuable education and training.
 
Member prices are afforded to only SAME members in good standing.  For Sustaining Member Companies and Public Agency Members, only those individuals designated as Sustaining Member and Public Agency Representatives (and provided Membership Numbers) are considered SAME members.  Other individuals from Sustaining Member Companies and Public Agencies are considered “Non-Members” when registering for this conference.  Non-members may easily become SAME members by going online—become a Member and take advantage of lower registration fees.
 
Deployed Engineering Team 

Get The Military Engineer and SAME News delivered directly to you!  Complete our temporary deployment form and we will send your SAME materials to you onsite while serving in your area of operational responsibility (AOR).
This free service is just one of the many ways SAME salutes our members.  Click here to provide your temporary AOR contact information.
3.  The Army Engineer Officer Wife’s Club of Washington DC Castle Gram for Feb 06.


	Alternate response email address is DAEN-ZC@hqda.army.mil 

V/R
William R, Arthur

William R. Arthur
Sergeant Major
Office of the Chief of Engineers
Work: (703) 693-4404
Fax             693-4410
BB:    (703)-459-5365
"To the Core; for the Corps"









