	MESSAGE TO THE REGIMENT #22:
”The Engineer Blast”
22 December, 2005
A.  Overview:  The Office of the Chief of Engineers is pleased to forward this twenty-second version of “The Engineer Blast”.  This is the last “Blast” for 2005.  We truly appreciate the support and feedback for this communication instrument.
Thanks for all you do and stay safe – enjoy the “BLAST!!”  
NOTE:  In order to further enhance communications from the major entities of the Engineer Regiment to the field, the Office, Chief of Engineers (OCE) is facilitating a process to spread Engineer knowledge from the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), The United States Army Engineer School (USAES), Engineer Branch, other Engineer agencies, and our office in the Pentagon.  All links should work for .mil computers.  
Engineer Leaders—For a POV Safety Program that makes a difference, read the linked document.

For those having a hard time getting to the files that require an AKO logon, here is a screenshot to show where the files are physically located.


	B.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) provides the following information:

Message from the Chief.  

As I reflect on the events of 2005, I am inspired and gratified by the contributions made at all levels throughout the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The past year has been extremely busy as you performed our daily work, supported the Global War on Terror, and responded to natural disasters. I don't have to tell you how all of this work directly contributed to our national security, energized our economy and enhanced our environment. 

From the Indian Ocean tsunami that hit on 26 December, to hurricanes Dennis, Katrina, Rita, and Wilma, and the Pakistan earthquake, you rapidly and effectively responded as our nation and the world was challenged. 

We can count our blessings and be thankful that although many Corps employees lost their homes from Hurricane Katrina, none of our people were lost. The Corps family was quick to respond to this national catastrophe. I am proud to know that every district, division, center, lab, and our headquarters sent people forward to help with the massive response. Many retired employees returned to help. And employees who remained behind took on additional duties for deployed coworkers. Clearly, selfless service remains the hallmark of the Corps of Engineers. It is important to remember that many of our Federal partners also supported our efforts. Their response also speaks to their sense of service and to the strength of our relationships. 

Throughout 2005 there were many other accomplishments of note: 
You have contributed significantly to the well-being of our nation and the U.S. Armed Forces through our military programs, civil works and research and development missions.

In Iraq, the Gulf Region Division has made outstanding contributions in support of the Global War on Terror. About 3,000 projects were started and 2,000 have been completed. 

In Afghanistan, the great work being performed on facilities and infrastructure projects has contributed to that nation’s stability and security. 

And on the Corps of Engineers’ birthday, we released an updated vision and campaign plan that will help keep us moving in the right direction.

With so much going on, it is impressive that we also closed out the year just as if it were business as usual. I truly appreciate those of you who worked late hours to ensure a successful close out on 30 September. It is a significant accomplishment and something to celebrate. 

Over the next year, and the next several years, we will continue to be very busy. With so much going on in the Corps and around the world, it is easy to feel strained. Remember to take care of each other and yourself. 

As you enjoy time with your family and friends, I ask that you remember those who are still in harm’s way in Afghanistan and Iraq. Let’s keep them in our hearts and minds.

Be safe and have fun. I have great pride and confidence in our team and look forward to what we will accomplish in 2006. Happy Holidays!

ESSAYONS! 
Carl Strock 
Relevant, Ready, Responsive, Reliable 
2.  CORPS POINTS, a weekly compendium of facts and talking points to help tell the Corps story, is linked.  Version; 14 DEC 05; 
3.  USACE News Clips are daily compilations of published current news articles and commentary concerning significant U.S. Army Corps of Engineer issues.
4.  Historical Vignette # 12;  Jim Bridger, Engineer Guide? By USACE Office of History.
5.  Mark your calendars for the 138th Annual Engineer Dinner and Castle Ball scheduled for Saturday, February 4, 2006 at the Sheraton National Hotel, Arlington, VA beginning at 1700 hrs.  POC is Shirley Rees, HQ USACE Protocol Officer, 202-761-1220. More information in future editions.
6.  The 416th Engineer Command provides the following information.  SGM Rich Prater
· Currently have 59 soldiers mobilized ISO operations in the CENTCOM AOR. 

· Conducting design conference at Ft. Hunter-Liggett 12-16 Dec -05 as preparation for Operations Essayons to be executed in the 4th Qtr TY 06. 

· Will participate as USARC Executive Agent in NH 06 FPC 16 -20 Jan 06 in El Salvador.   

· Participating in Expeditionary Warrior 06, a USMC staff exercise 22-27 Jan 06 in VA. 

· Participating in Trade Winds 06 MPC 2-8 Dec 05 in Kingston, Jamaica.  This is a 19 nation JCS exercise to be conducted in Mar-Apr 2006. 

· Currently have 1 FET Team and 6 personnel ISO hurricane Katrina/Rita relief efforts with 2 more personnel awaiting orders from USACE to move forward. 

· Deployed one soldier in support of earthquake relief efforts in Pakistan. 

· Completed rough order of magnitude and SOW for FLS construction in CENTCOM AOR. 

· Continuing to provide technical expertise to JFCOM in the development of JEPES software.  Participated in the recent JFCOM JEPES IPR and provided technical feedback to the DISA contractor developing the software. 
· Participating in Blue Advance 06 MPC 12-16 Dec 05. 

· Participating in Patriot Warrior (MPC) 20-22 Jan 06. 

· Preparing OPLAN for assuming operational command of selected engineer and other reserve units.


7.   The Gulf Region Division:  Please take the time to view a CNN interview with BG William H. McCoy Jr., GRD Commanding General.  From some military computers you may have to uncheck proxy server in lan connections to view this video.  In internet explorer select—Tools / internet options / connections / lan settings /(uncheck proxy server, check automatically detect settings)
 Forwarded for your information is the PCO Weekly Iraq Reconstruction Update – Version 15 Dec 05.  This update highlights Iraq Project and Contracting Office (PCO) progress.  This document is a product of the PCO Strategic Communications staff. The PCO Office has cleared these documents for release.

8.  The Afghanistan Engineer District :   
9.  The December issue of “Engineer Update” is now available at www.hq.usace.army.mil/cepa/pubs/update.htm


	C.  The The US Army Engineer School (USAES) provides the following information: 

 
[image: image1.jpg]Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri




1.  ASSISTANT COMMANDANT MESSAGE:  On behalf of MG Castro, CSM Pearson, and the rest of the ENGINEER SCHOOL TEAM, I want to wish everyone a safe and joyful holiday season.  To the Engineers deployed worldwide in the defense of our Nation - thank you for your sacrifice, our thoughts and prayers are with you.  Thank you all for everything you have done for our Regiment in the past year.  We look forward to a GREAT 2006 as we continue to transform the Engineer Regiment in support of the Army and our Nation!!    V/R,  COL(P) TODD SEMONITE
2.  DOTLD

The Reserve Component Captain’s Career Course at the Engineer School currently has instructor/writer positions open for Reserve/Guard members.  These are IMA (Individual Mobilization Augmentee) positions and allow for Annual Training as well as drill time.  Current positions open are for Engineers in the rank of O4, O3, and E8.    E7s can also interview for an E8 slot.   Please contact MAJ Tim O’Brien at tim.obrien1@us.army.mil.  

Take a moment to visit the Engineer School web site to KEEP CURRENT and keep critical information flowing to our Soldiers.  It's very much worth the time to visit BOTH NIPR and SIPR sites.



	D.  The Engineer Enlisted / Officer Branch provides the following information:  
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December 15, 2005:  ARSOF Board - The Special Operations Recruiting Battalion (Provisional) at Fort Bragg, North Carolina is accepting applications for Commissioned Officers in Year Groups 1997-2003 for Detachment Commands in Civil Affairs (38A) or Psychological Operations (37F).  Both Male and Female officers from any career branch are encouraged to apply.  An Army Special Operations Forces Board (ARSOF) will convene in April 2006 to select the best candidates.  For more information, visit us at www.bragg.army.mil/CAPSYOP .
FY07 LIEUTENANT COLONEL, ARMY COMPETITITVE CATEGORY, CENTRALIZED SELECTION LIST, COMMAND AND KEY BILLET, SELECTION LIST
FY07 LIEUTENANT COLONEL, ARMY COMPETITITVE CATEGORY, CENTRALIZED SELECTION LIST, COMMAND AND KEY BILLET, ALTERNATES LIST
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	E.  The Office of the Chief of Engineers provides the following information: 

Seasons Greetings from

The Office of the Chief of Engineers
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From the OCE Team I’d like to extend our best wishes to all for a very blessed holiday and safe and prosperous New Year.  Every day you, the members of the Regimental Family, amaze us with your talents, dedication to excellence, and selfless service.  It is an honor to represent the Regiment here in the halls of the Pentagon and we want all of you to know our door is open and we are here to support your efforts.  Our prayers go out to all those who are deployed and their families, whether they are overseas in a war zone or right here in our country helping those in need after the devastating hurricanes.  Stay safe and thanks for all that you do.  Merry Christmas and may God continue to bless our great Nation as we move forward into yet another year full of chances to excel!  V/R COL Ken Cox

1.  ESTABLISHMENT OF PROMOTION POINTS FOR AWARD OF THE SAPPER TAB
2. PROPERTY ACCOUNTABILITY IS CRITICAL IN ACHIEVING OUR GOALS IN WAR AND TRANSFORMATION. THE ARMY AUDIT AGENCY (AAA) HAS IDENTIFIED OFF-LINE PURCHASES (PURCHASES PROCESSED OUTSIDE STANDARD ARMY SUPPLY AND PROCUREMENT SYSTEMS) NOT IN COMPLIANCE WITH ARMY POLICY AS A MAJOR CHALLENGE TO INTERNAL MANAGEMENT CONTROLS, SUPPLY DISCIPLINE AND PROPERTY ACCOUNTABILITY. AAA IDENTIFIED AT LEAST EIGHT DIFFERENT PROCESSES FOR MAKING PURCHASES OFF-LINE AND OUTSIDE OF THE CONTROLS BUILT INTO THE STANDARD ARMY SUPPLY SYSTEM AND ACQUISITION PROCESSES.
 
3.  ON DECEMBER 13TH, 1636, THREE MILITIA REGIMENTS MUSTERED FOR THE FIRST TIME IN SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS, MARKING THE BEGINNING OF AMERICA'S OLDEST COMPONENT OF THE ARMED FORCES--THE NATIONAL GUARD.  FOR MORE THAN THREE CENTURIES, FROM THE BIRTH OF THE NATION TO THE CURRENT WAR ON TERRORISM, THESE CITIZEN SOLDIERS HAVE SERVED WITH GREAT DISTINCTION WHILE PROVIDING FOR THE COMMON DEFENSE.
 
4.  Safety Of Use Message (SOUM) TACOM Control No. SOUM-06-008, Operational, M2 .50 Caliber Machine Guns, NSN 1005-00-322-9715 (Flex), 1005-00-957-3893 (Turret type), LINs L91975, L91701 

5.  Safety Sends    Our Army continues to lose Soldiers to accidents at an unacceptable rate of nearly one per day.  Even more disturbing is the fact that 71% of accidental deaths this fiscal year have occurred behind the wheel in POVs or tactical vehicles.  Just since 1 October, our Army has lost 36 Soldiers, a platoon plus, while driving.  
6.  THIS MESSAGE PROVIDES IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO MACOMS, ASCC'S AND MEASURED UNITS REGARDING HQDA'S PLANS FOR IMPLEMENTING THE NEXT REVISION OF AR 220-1 (REFERENCE A) IN EARLY CY 2006. THIS MESSAGE ALSO ALERTS MEASURED UNITS TO KEY NEW UNIT STATUS REPORTING REQUIREMENTS SO THAT THEY CAN PREPARE IN ADVANCE FOR COMPLIANCE.  FINAL IMPLEMENTING INSTRUCTIONS THAT DIRECT EXECUTION OF THIS REVISION AND EXPLAIN THE INSTALLATION AND USE OF NEW SUPPORTING SOFTWARE WILL BE PROVIDED IN A SUBSEQUENT MESSAGE.  
7.. Department of the Army Stand To - A daily compendium of news, information, and context for Army leaders.  A consolidated version of the Army’s daily send.
8..  You can always find all the Messages to the Regiment at our AKO site—AKO Login is required.  For those having a hard time getting to the files that require an AKO logon, here is a screenshot to show where the files are physically located.

https://www.us.army.mil/suite/folder/1066848 


	F.  Topic of Interest:  Special Report - Army Engineers

The AUSA News for Jan 06 featured a Special Report on Army Engineers.  
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Emphasis Put on Infantry Skills (01/01/2006)
“All branches are going to more infantry skills,” the command sergeant major of the Engineer School said about the battle-focused training that permeates today’s Army schoolhouse. 

‘Full Scenario Immersion’ is Training Goal (01/01/2006)
To Lt. Col. Reinhard “Rhino” Koenig, the changes in the 14-week engineer one station unit training at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., are obvious. “If somebody told me two years ago, we’d have live fire from moving vehicles, I’d say they were crazy.” 

‘Graders are Finesse’ (01/01/2006)
Brian Jenner first learned how to operate heavy equipment at the Navy’s Seabee school in Gulfport, Miss., more than 20 years ago. Now as a Navy chief, he is teaching soldiers, sailors, airmen and marines how to grade. “I’d always wanted to be an equipment operator. ...Big earthmoving equipment looked better than swinging a hammer.” 

Inside the Shoot House (01/01/2006)
Pfc. Mark Kimmery, Pvt . Brandon Koop and Pfc. Zachary Whisenhunt were halfway through the morning of their third day of Battle Focused Training at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo. The three – all in the engineer school’s advanced individual training for heavy construction equipment mechanics – had five more intense training days to go. 

‘Instant Credibility’ With Students’ (01/01/2006)
Cpts. Andrew Naphy and Mike Miller are playing a significant role in the way engineer officer students are educated. As Naphy said, “Our role is to teach them how they are going to tactically apply” what they have learned in the classroom and in field exercises to what they may soon experience in Afghanistan or Iraq. 

Benning, Sill to Support Officer Leadership Course (01/01/2006)
The Army will transition from the pilot phase of the Basic Officer Leader Course to full implementation in June 2006, senior officials said recently. 

10 Years Of Change in 10 Months for Officer Education (01/01/2006)
The changes in officer education – the creation of a common core of instruction for all at selected installations, followed by branch education “is a great approach,” Col. Paul Kelly, who oversees engineer officer education, said, adding “over the past 10 months, we put 10 years of change into our officer courses.” 

15,000 Soldiers Train as Engineers Annually (01/01/2006)
In the three years that he has been executive officer of the 1st Engineer Training Brigade, Lt. Col. Jeff McClure has witnessed “enlisted training going through some monumental changes.” 

Sapper Leader Course Designed to be Tough (01/01/2006)
The 28-day Sapper Leadership Course is designed to be tough, and it is. Graduation is certainly not a lock. As Capt. Grant Sketo, the company commander of the detachment that runs the course, said, “It’s a train-the trainer approach” to the platoon leaders – specialists through staff sergeants and company commanders who take the two-phase course that is offered 10 times a year. 

 ‘The Enemy was Mother Nature’ (01/01/2006)
“In this case, the enemy was Mother Nature” was the way the chief of the National Guard Bureau described Hurricane Katrina, the monster storm that came ashore on the Mississippi Gulf Coast in late October and left a trail of destruction from Alabama across Mississippi, pushing miles inland from the shore, and eventually flooding New Orleans and its surrounding parishes in Louisiana.
Moving to Mo. Means Changing Mindset (01/01/2006)
Sgt 1st Class Steven Ramsey was assigned to Korea on a year-long unaccompanied tour with the 50th Mobile Bridge Repair Company. “I took the position to get back with soldiers. I had no idea this was going to happen.” The “this” was the opening phase of the Defense Department’s global repositioning of forces – primarily from Germany and Korea. It will be a story that is played out in hundreds of units involving more than 70,000 soldiers and their families over the next three years or so.

 This Time, More Time to Prepare (01/01/2006)
Missy Gray holds a unique job. She is the site manager for family readiness with the 5th Engineer Battalion at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo.
 Getting Ready to Deploy (01/01/2006) AUSA Family Programs
This is a snapshot of a battalion getting ready for deployment.  5th Engineer Battalion


	G.  Engineer Unit Highlight: No New submissions
This feature provides a venue for Engineer Units/Activities to post unit information.  If you are an OIC/NCOIC of an Engineer Unit/Activity and would like your organization mentioned here, download the template and email back to me.  All entries will be consolidated on a master page as they come in.  Use featured document as the template.  Feel free to elaborate.                     Engineer Unit Highlight:  Former Submissions


	H.  Recurring Links:   The Commandant’s Message;   Engineer Casualties (Updated as of 18 Nov 05)  

The Engineer Lifelong Learning Portal  USACE Organizations ;  The Engineer Update ;     Military OneSource  ;   

Essayons Forward ;    The Engineer Magazine;  Current PERSCOM Messages.   ;   412th ENCOM ;   
The West Point Department of Civil and Mechanical Engineering ;  USMA Basecamp
The USACE Installation Support Community of Practice Portal; Topographic Engineering Center

United States Army Research and Development Center;  NCO Net
The West Point Department of Geography and Environmental Engineering
Department of Military Instruction (Engineer Branch)  ENGINEER UNIT REGIMENTAL LINKS


	I.  Engineers Supporting Engineers—Professional Organizations Links:  


1.  Army Engineer Association :  AEA News;  Army Engineer Association Programs; Membership.
Send Reunion Announcements to aeamag@armyengineer.com  
70th Combat Engineer Battalion (Vietnam Era) reunion will be held at the Hilton Tucson East Hotel, Tucson, Arizona April 7-9, 2006.  Contact Phil Hall at philmartyhall@hotmail.com or 520-575 9424 for details.
591st Engineer. Company (LE) active from 66-72 (Vietnam Era) will have their reunion July 9-12, 2006 at the Circus in Reno, NV. Contact Dale Salman, PO Box 779, Round Mtn, NV. 89045. Ph:775-377-2529 Email: tinypat@desert-express.com Web: http://mysite.verizon.net/jbbabs/index.html 

2.  Society of American Military Engineers : The Military Engineer Online : Membership
Modular Army Units Get New Names:  U.S. Army units are getting new designations in support of the continued modular force restructuring effort.

Click Here for a Microsoft Word document detailing the changes.
Click Here for an Adobe PDF document detailing the changes.
Deployed Engineering Team 

Get The Military Engineer and SAME News delivered directly to you!  Complete our temporary deployment form and we will send your SAME materials to you onsite while serving in your area of operational responsibility (AOR).

This free service is just one of the many ways SAME salutes our members.  Click here to provide your temporary AOR contact information.
3.  The Army Engineer Officers’ Wives Club Castle Gram


	Alternate response email address is DAEN-ZC@hqda.army.mil 

V/R
William R, Arthur

William R. Arthur
Sergeant Major
Office of the Chief of Engineers
Work: (703) 693-4404
Fax             693-4410
BB:    (703)-459-5365
"To the Core; for the Corps"
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