UNCLAS

SUBJECT: Maintenance Advisory Message (MAM) TACOM Control No. MAM-06-038, New Preventative Maintenance Checks and Services (PMCS) Procedures and Buffer Inspection Criteria for the M240B/M240N Machine Guns M240B/NSN 1005-01-412-3129, P/N 12976814, LIN M92841, and M240N/1005-01-493-1666-USN.

References:  


a. TM 9-1005-313-23&P, Unit and Direct Support Maintenance Manual (Including Repair Parts and Special Tools List) for M240 Series Machine Gun, November 2002


b. TM 9-1005-313-10, Operator's Manual For Machine Gun, 7.62MM, M240 Series, November 2002.

1.  Distribution:  Note this is a "Maintenance Advisory Message."  MACOM Commanders will immediately retransmit this message to all subordinate Commands/Activities.  

2.  Problem Discussion: It has been determined that PMCS inspections (crew and unit level) for the hydraulic buffer assembly/NSN 1005-01-472-8350/ are not being done properly or procedures are misunderstood and that DS instructions are ambiguous as to what constitutes a fault and how it should be handled.

3.  User Actions: 


a. All units and personnel using/maintaining the M240 machine guns with hydraulic buffers shall use this guidance for inspection/maintenance of their hydraulic buffered M240s in conjunction with what's currently in the applicable technical manuals(TM9-1005-313-10 & TM9-1005-313-23&P).


b. The changes that follow will be incorporated in the next change of the technical manuals and remain in effect until that time:



(i) TM 9-1005-313-10, change 2, WP 0020 00-7, item 3: under procedures; the following is added: Check buffer housing for peening, cracking, or damage to include finish missing from the stop above the buffer.  Check buffer shaft for bends, mushrooming, peening and cracks on the face.  Check shaft for oil residue and actuate buffer assembly checking for fluid leaking.  Buffer shaft should depress smoothly without chatter and return promptly when released.  



(ii) TM9-1005-313-10, change 2, WP 0020 00-7, ITEM 3:  Under NFMC column the following is added---Buffer housing is peened, cracked or damaged.  Buffer shaft is bent, mushroomed, peened or cracked.  More than 1/8" finish missing from top edge of buffer housing stop.  Buffer shaft actuates roughly or fails to return to full extended position.  Buffer leaking around shaft. See illustration for wear location on buffer https://aeps2.ria.army.mil/commodity/mam/tacom_wn/06/M240-mg.jpg
    

(iii) TM9-1005-313-23&P, Change 1, WP 0007 00-3, ITEM 3b: under procedures, the following is added: "Check buffer housing for peening, cracking, or damage to include finish missing from the stop above the buffer.  Check buffer shaft for bends, mushrooming, peening and cracks on the face. Check shaft for oil residue and actuate buffer assembly checking for fluid leaking.  Buffer shaft should depress smoothly without chatter and return promptly when released." Under NFMC column the following is added---"Buffer housing peened, cracked or damaged.  Buffer shaft bent, mushroomed, peened or cracked.  If more than 1/8" finish missing from top edge of buffer housing stop.  Buffer shaft actuates roughly or fails to return to full extended position."  



(iv) TM9-1005-313-23&P, Change 1, WP 0012 00-2:  At end of inspect/repair add-if buffer/buffer housing assembly damaged or buffer shows signs of leaking, evacuate to Direct Support Maintenance.



(v) TM9-1005-313-23&P, Change 1, WP 0028 00-5:  At end inspect/repair add-m240b & n, check backplate body for damage/cracks, peening to stop above buffer shaft or finish missing from stop.  Check buffer for signs of leakage, shaft damage and presence of screw plug in rear.  



(vi) If damage to the backplate exists to include more than 1/8" of the finish missing from the stop, replace the buffer assembly.



(vii) If the buffer itself shows damage or signs of leakage and the stop shows less than 1/8" finish missing, replace hydraulic buffer and touch-up stop with Solid Film Lubricant(SFL)to regain visual reference point for future wear to the stop.


c. Unit Commanders, contact your local TACOM Logistics Assistance Representative (LAR) or your State Surface Maintenance Manager upon receipt of this message for assistance.  For assistance in locating your TACOM LAR, see paragraph 5d.

5. Points of Contact:


a. Equipment Specialist: Craig Haas, Equipment Specialist, AMSTA-LC-CSIM, DSN 793-0023, COM (309) 782-0023, email address: haasc@ria.army.mil .


b. Configuration Engineer: Mr. Richard Emory, Configuration Engineer, AMSRD-AAR-AIS-CMD, DSN 793-8165, COM (309) 782-8165, email address: emoryr@ria.army.mil  .


c. Safety Engineering.  Barbara Lasar, Safety Engineer, AMSTA-CS-CZR, DSN 793-1896, COM (309) 782-1896, email address:  Barbara.lasar@us.army.mil .


d. To find your TACOM Logistics Assistance Representative (LAR), you must be a registered user in the Army Electronic Product Support (AEPS) database, click on this link: https://aeps2.ria.army.mil/Services/Lars/Tacom/larmap/LARlocate/larmap.cfm.  Then select the appropriate region, i.e. CONUS, USAREUR, Far East, Kuwait.  Select the location nearest you and click on a name. This will give you a LAR's name, DSN and commercial phone number, email address, and photo.  If you are not a registered user, request access at the public page:  

https://aeps.ria.army.mil/aepspublic.cfm, click on "Access Request Form" and follow the instructions for obtaining an AEPS userid.  If you don't have access to AEPS, you can also obtain this information by contacting the TACOM Senior Command Representative (SCR) for your area. 

  CONUS-East (includes all units east of the Mississippi, FORSCOM, and all National Guard and Reserve units), DSN 236-6951, Commercial 910-396-6951.

  CONUS-Central (includes all units in North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas, Colorado, New Mexico, and all National Guard and Reserve units), DSN 737-0263, Commercial 254-287-0263.

  CONUS-West (includes all units in Washington, Oregon, Nevada, California, Arizona, Utah, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, and all National Guard and Reserve units), DSN 357-2991, Commercial 253-967-2991.

  USAREUR (Great Britain, Germany, Belgium, Luxemburg, Italy, Bosnia, Kosovo, and Macedonia) DSN 314-375-3461, Commercial 01149 621-487-3461, in Germany, 0621-487-3461.

  Far East (includes Alaska, Hawaii, Korea, Okinawa, Kwajalein, and Japan) DSN 315-721-7101, commercial 011-82-2-2270-7101.
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