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GENTEXT/REMARKS/ON DECEMBER 13TH, 1636, THREE MILITIA REGIMENTS MUSTERED FOR THE FIRST TIME IN SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS, MARKING THE BEGINNING OF AMERICA'S OLDEST COMPONENT OF THE ARMED FORCES--THE NATIONAL GUARD.  FOR MORE THAN THREE CENTURIES, FROM THE BIRTH OF THE NATION TO THE CURRENT WAR ON TERRORISM, THESE CITIZEN SOLDIERS HAVE SERVED WITH GREAT DISTINCTION WHILE PROVIDING FOR THE COMMON DEFENSE.


TODAY GUARDSMEN CONTINUE TO ADD TO THAT PROUD HERITAGE OF SELFLESS SERVICE.  IN IRAQ, AFGHANISTAN, AND AROUND THE WORLD, YOU CHAMPION FREEDOM FOR OTHERS WHILE DEFEATING OUR ENEMIES AND PROTECTING OUR LOVED ONES FROM THOSE WHO WISH US HARM.  AT HOME YOU SAVE LIVES THREATENED BY DEVASTATING NATURAL DISASTERS.  AMERICA IS RIGHTFULLY PROUD OF OUR GUARD, OUR COMMUNITY NEIGHBORS WHO SACRIFICE MUCH IN ANSWERING DUTY'S CALL.


ON BEHALF OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF AND THE MEN AND WOMEN OF THE ARMED FORCES, CONGRATULATIONS TO THE NATIONAL GUARD ON YOUR 369TH BIRTHDAY.  I THANK ALL GUARDSMEN, PAST AND PRESENT, FOR YOUR SERVICE AND DEDICATION IN DEFENSE OF THIS GREAT NATION.


SIGNED:  PETER PACE, GENERAL, UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS, CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF// BT
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