  UNCLASSIFIED//

PRECEDENCE TO: PRIORITY     DTG: 131728Z DEC 06

PRECEDENCE CC: PRIORITY

TYPE: DMS SIGNED/ENCRYPTED

FROM PLA: TACOM SAFETYOFUSE WARREN MI

FROM D/N: C:US,O:U.S. Government,OU:DoD,OU:Army,OU:Organizations,

   L:CONUS,L:WARREN MI,OU:TACOM,OU:TACOM SAFETYOFUSE(uc)

SUBJECT: TACOM GPM 07-003, Small Arms Lubricants

TEXT:

UNCLASSIFIED//

SUBJECT:  Ground Precautionary Message (GPM), TACOM Control No. GPM-07-003, Lubrication of Small Arms, M249 Machine Gun, NSN 1005-01-127-7510, LIN

M09009 (AR Role); M249 Machine Gun NSN 1005-01-451-6769, LIN M39263 (LMG Role); M16A2 Rifle, NSN 1005-01-128-9936, LIN R95035;  M16A4 Rifle, NSN 1005-01-3832872, LIN R97175;  M4 Carbine, NSN 1005-01- 231-0973, LIN R97234; M4A1 Carbine, NSN 1005-01-382-0953, LIN C06935; M203 Grenade Launcher, NSN 1010-00-179-6447, LIN L44595;

M203A1 Grenade launcher, NSN 1010-01-434-9028, LIN L46007; M203A2 Grenade Launcher, NSN 1010-01-495-8511, LIN L69012; M500 12-Gauge Shotgun, NSN 1005-01-295-1832, LIN T39223; M240 Machine Gun, NSN 1005-01-025-8095, LINL92352; M240B Machine Gun, NSN 1005-01-412- 3129, LIN M92841; M240C Machine Gun, NSN 1005-01-085-4785, LIN M92420; M240D Machine Gun, NSN 1005-01-418-6995, No LIN; M240E1 Machine Gun, NSN 1005-01-252-4288, No LIN; M240G Machine Gun, NSN 1005-01-359-2714, No LIN; M240H Machine Gun, NSN 1005-01-518- 2410, LIN M92591; M240N Machine Gun, NSN 1005-01-493-1666, No LIN; M9 Pistol, NSN 1005-01-118-2640, LIN P98152; M11 Pistol, NSN 1005-01-336-8265, LIN P47365; M2 .50 Cal Machine Gun, NSN 1005- 00-322-9715, LIN L91975; M48 .50 Cal Machine Gun (Flex Mount), NSN 1005-00-957-3893, LIN L91701; .50 Cal Machine Gun (Soft Mount), NSN 1005-01-343-0747, No LIN; .50 Cal Machine Gun (RH Feed), NSN 1005-00-122-9339, No LIN; .50 Cal Machine Gun (LH Feed), NSN 1005-00-122-9368, No LIN; M24 Sniper Weapon System, NSN 1005-01-240-2136, LIN R95387; M107 Long Range Sniper Rifle, NSN 1005-01-469-2133, LIN R45351; M16A3 Rifle, NSN 1005-01-367- 5112, No LIN; and M16A1 Rifle, NSN 1005-00-073-9421, LIN R94977. 

       XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

       X                  "ATTENTION"                                                                X

       X THIS MESSAGE CONTAINS INFORMATION THAT IS VITAL                  X

       X TO THE SAFETY OF ARMY PERSONNEL AND THE OPERATION             X

       X        OR MAINTENANCE OF ARMY EQUIPMENT.                                  X

       XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

References: 

    A.  TB 9-1000-262-DT, Operation Desert Thunder Materiel

Readiness: Ammunition and Armament, 20 May 2003. 

    B.  TM 9-1005-201-10, Operator's Manual for M249 Machine Gun, July 1991. 

    C.  TM 9-1005-319-10, Operator's Manual for M16A2, M16A3, M16A4, Rifles and M4, M4A1 Carbines, October 1998. 

    D.  TM 9-1005-239-10, Operator's Manual for M107 Long Range Sniper Rifle, May 2004. 

    E.  TM 9-1010-221-10, Operator's Manual for M203 Grenade Launcher, August 2001. 

    F.  TM 9-1005-313-10, Operator's Manual for M240 series Machine Gun, November 2002. 

    G.  TM 9-1005-213-10, Operator's Manual for M2 .50 Cal HB Machine Gun, June 2001. 

    H.  TM 9-1005-317-10, Operator's Manual for M9 Pistol, July 1985.

    I.  TM 9-1005-325-10, Operator's Manual for M11 Pistol, December 1993. 

    J.  TM 9-1005-306-10, Operator's manual for M24 Sniper Weapon System, June 1989. 

    K.  TM 9-1005-249-10, Operator's Manual for M16a1 Rifle,

date: Feb 1985. 

    L.  PS Magazine Article, Issue 648, November 2006. 

1.  Distribution:  In accordance with (IAW) AR 750-6 and AR 25- 11, directors of Army Commands (AC), Army National Guard (ARNG), US Army Reserve (USAR), Army Service Component Commands (ASCC), and Direct Reporting Units (DRU) will: 

    A.  Retransmit immediately this message to all subordinate units. 

    B.  Acknowledge receipt of this message by return priority message within 24 hours to The Safety Office, Tank-automotive and Armament Command-Rock Island (TACOM-RI), Attn: AMSTA-CS-CZR, Rock Island, IL 61299-7630, e-mail: rock-amsta-cs-czr@conus.army.mil. 

    C.  Report compliance within 90 days of date of this message

to: Mr. Kevin O. Moore, e-mail: kevin.o.moore@conus.army.mil., DSN 793-2359, COMM (309) 782-2359. 

2.  Problem Discussion: 

    A.  Problem Summary:  An increase in military activity in the Southwest Asia theater of operations and an abundance of commercial lubricants spurred questions concerning the correct lubricant and correct lubrication techniques to be used in austere desert conditions. 

    B.  Background:  Various companies are claiming that their products provide superior desert lubrication other than the MIL SPEC CLP (military specification cleaner, lubricant, and preservative) which is available in the supply system.  The U.S. 

Army tested 23 products against the baseline MIL SPEC (MIL-PRF-63460) CLP products in the supply system.  The products were evaluated in the three highest density weapon systems (M4, M16A2, and M249 SAW) to determine the weapons' reliability in a severe desert environment.  The evaluation proved that when MIL SPEC CLP was used, the weapons experienced fewer overall malfunctions (when compared to the unauthorized lubricants). 

    C.  Expected results if failure occurs:  A weapon malfunction during an enemy engagement could result in mission failure with catastrophic results.  At minimum, the use of unauthorized cleaners, lubricants and preservatives may render the weapon inoperable and cause irreparable damage making the user financially responsible for the weapon. 

3.  User Actions:  Insert this message into all referenced Operator's Manual until TM Changes are received. 

    A.  Parts Required: Cleaner, Lubricant, and Preservative (CLP), MIL-PRF-63460 per reference technical manuals. 

    B.  Corrective Procedures.  It is imperative that MIL SPEC CLP be used on all small arms, per the weapon Technical Manuals (reference b through j) that are used in an extreme desert environment. 

                                CAUTION 

    If any lubricant other than MIL SPEC CLP was previously 

    used, it must be thoroughly removed with MIL-PRF-680 (Type

    II) dry cleaning solvent before the application of CLP. 

    Mixing lubricants can result in malfunctions. 

    (1)  Preventative Maintenance Checks and Services (PMCS). 

Feedback from Soldiers who have served in CENTCOM AOR have and continue to emphasize that high frequency weapon maintenance is required due to the environmental conditions.  The phrase most often used by them is that "elbow grease is the best weapon lubricant".  Therefore, it is very important to emphasize to deploying troops that daily Preventative Maintenance Checks and Services (PMCS) is performed; or more often if necessary.  This is a MUST to ensure proper weapon reliability.  Refer to PMCS Tables in referenced TMs. 

    (2)  Lubrication.  In a severe desert climate, all internal moving parts of the weapon that are outlined in the Operator's Manual to be lubricated, should be GENEROUSLY LUBRICATED. 

Generously lubricated is defined as applying MIL SPEC CLP (see paragraph 5.a.) heavy enough so that it can be spread with a finger.  For further information, please refer to page 3-13 of TB 9-1000-262-DT (reference a). 

    (3)  M16/M4 Operation.  Follow the loading procedures in the rifle and carbine TM reference c, Chapter 2, WP 0008 00-7. 

Always tap the forward assist.  This helps minimize the occurrence of first round failures.  First round failures were very prevalent during the tests in magazines that were exposed to the sand and dust. 

    C.  Disposition of Hazardous Materiel.  Collect all unauthorized lubricants and dispose IAW label or material safety data sheet (MSDS) and local regulations (contact local safety officials for guidance). 

    D.  Unit Commanders, contact your local TACOM Logistics Assistance Representative (LAR) or your State Surface Maintenance Manager upon receipt of this message for assistance.  For assistance in locating your TACOM LAR, see paragraph 6C. 

4.  Program Sponsor Actions:  Update Desert Climate Lubrication procedures in referenced manuals to match the procedures presented in this message.

5.  Supply Status: 

    A.  Requisitioning Instructions:  Use the following information to ensure that you order and receive Cleaner, Lubricant and Preservative, (CLP), MIL-PRF-63460. 

    NSN                U/I    Size 

    9150-01-102-1473   BT    (0.5 oz bottle) 

    9150-01-079-6124   BT    (4 oz bottle) 

    9150-01-054-6453   PT    (1 pt w/ sprayer) 

    9150-01-327-9631   LI    (1 liter w/ sprayer) 

    9150-01-053-6688   GL    (1 gal can) 

    B.  Availability:  The NSNs for CLP are Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) managed.  We have coordinated with them to ensure adequate stocks of CLP are available. 

6.  POCs: 

    A.  Technical:  Mr. Kevin O. Moore, AMSTA-LC-WSIR, DSN 793- 2359, COMM (309) 782-2359, e-mail: kevin.o.moore@conus.army.mil, or Brian Kammer, DSN 793-6844, COM (309) 782-6844, e-mail: 

bryan.kammer@conus.army.mil, U.S. Army, Tank-automotive and Armaments Command, Rock Island, Illinois 61299-7630. 

    B.  Safety:  Mr. Gavin Ziegler, AMSTA-LC-CZR, DSN 793-2995, COM (309) 782-2995, e-mail: gavin.ziegler@conus.army.mil, U.S. 

Army, Tank-automotive and Armaments Command, Rock Island, Illinois 61299-7630. 

    C.  To find your TACOM LAR, you must be a registered user in the Army Electronic Product Support (AEPS) database, click on this link: 

https://aeps2.ria.army.mil/Services/Lars/Tacom/larmap/LARlocate/larmap.cfm. 

Then select the appropriate region, i.e. CONUS, USAREUR, Far East, Kuwait. 

Select the location nearest you and click on a name.  This will give you a LAR's name, DSN and commercial phone number, email address, and photo.  If you are not a registered user, request access at the public page: 

https://aeps.ria.army.mil/aepspublic.cfm, click on "Access Request Form" and follow the instructions for obtaining an AEPS userid.  If you don't have access to AEPS, you can also obtain this information by contacting the TACOM Senior Command Representative (SCR) for your area. 

  CONUS-East Region includes all Active Duty, National Guard and Reserve Units in Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, Florida, South Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New York, New Hampshire, Vermont, Maine and FORSCOM.  CONUS-East SCR can be reached at DSN 236-6921, Commercial 910-396-6921. 

  CONUS-West Region includes all Active Duty, National Guard and Reserve Units in North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas, Colorado, New Mexico, Nevada, California (south of San Francisco), Arizona, Utah, Montana, and Wyoming.  CONUS-West SCR can be reached at DSN 737-0263, Commercial 254-287-0263.

  Pacific Region includes all Active Duty, National Guard and Reserve Units in Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Alaska, Hawaii, California (north of San Francisco) and Guam, Pacific SCR can be reached at DSN 357-2991, Commercial 253-967-2991. 

  Europe Region includes all Active Duty, National Guard and Reserve Units in Great Britain, Germany, Belgium, Luxemburg, Italy, Bosnia, Kosovo, and Macedonia.  Europe SCR can be reached at DSN 314-375-3461, Commercial 01149 621-487-3461, in Germany, 0621-487-3461. 

  Far East Region includes all Active Duty, National Guard and Reserve Units in Korea, Okinawa, Kwajalein, and Japan.  Far East SCR can be reached at DSN 315-721-7101, commercial 011-82-2-2270- 7101.

===============================================================

