FOCUS ON ENGINEER SOLDIERS
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	CPT Heather Levy, BDE Engineer, HHC, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 101st ABN DIV (AASLT) 

     On Tuesday, 04 Apr 06, at 1620 hours, CPT Levy was a part of a Bn Key Leader/Cmd Grp and Engineer Assistance Team combat patrol.  She was the senior leader and TC in vehicle number five.  South of the city of SHURIJAH, and adjacent to the village of CHARDAGALU, the patrol was attacked by TAKFIRI elements using four explosively formed projectile (EFP) IEDs.  The EFP IEDs struck and destroyed the fifth vehicle in the patrol, gravely injuring all occupants.  

CPT Levy, unknown to her initially, sustained significant burns to her face and hands, and shrapnel/blast injuries to her left thigh and leg 

	following the IED attack.  Despite being wounded, CPT Levy exited the vehicle after it finally came to a stop several hundred meters past the IED detonation, with all crew members receiving significant injures. The multi-EFP IED attack occurred on the left-side of the vehicle, with the driver and left-rear passenger both sustaining multiple amputation injuries.  Following the IED attack, the combat loaded vehicle immediately caught fire throughout the entire interior crew compartment.  Once the vehicle came to a halt, CPT Levy assisted PFC Vennatta (right-rear passenger) with exiting  the heavily damaged M1114 HMMWV.  She began to direct and control others exiting the vehicle.  Ensuring the Gunner, SPC Hensley, had exited safely.  

     Despite the vehicle being on fire, and at great personal risk, she crawled back into the rear passenger compartment, and pulled, and assisted PFC Smith in exiting the vehicle from the right-rear passenger door – the left-rear passenger door was damaged significantly and was prevented from being opened from the outside.  PFC Smith sustained double amputation of both legs and other shrapnel/blast injuries.  Once CPT Levy removed PFC Smith from the burning vehicle she immediately began life-saving treatment on the ground next to the M1114, based on her injuries and being unable to move Smith any further.  Later, with CSM Colon’s help, they moved PFC Smith 50M away from the damaged HMMWV, where she and PV2 Arana continued life-saving first aid placing several tourniquets on Smith, treating for shock, and preparing him for immediate Air MEDEVAC.  While treating PFC Smith, CPT Levy continued to expose herself to possible enemy fire and follow-on attack in order to immediately concentrate on stopping Smith’s significant loss of blood and keep him alive.  Without her actions in removing PV2 Smith from the destroyed vehicle, and beginning immediate life-saving treatment, PV2 would have died at the scene.  

     The Bn XO next made link-up with CPT Levy and PV2 Arana, to begin patient triage, when he noticed CPT Levy bleeding from her right thigh and hip.  CPT Levy refused medical attention to continue to treat and care for PFC Smith.  The ambush location was alongside a heavy civilian occupied market and industrial area in the village of CHARDAGALU – that required local civilians to be controlled throughout the patrol’s consolidation and reorganization, all while treating multiple seriously injured casualties.  Once MEDEVAC helicopter no. 1 arrived at the hasty LZ, PV2 Arana, CPT Levy, and MAJ Troutman loaded PV2 Smith and he was evacuated to FOB WARRIOR.

     Still refusing medical aid, CPT Levy continued to provide support by now monitoring the patrol’s radio nets in the Bn XO’s vehicle and assisted with providing command and control, that allowed other unit leaders to continue to focus on evacuating the most seriously injured casualties, readjusting the patrol’s security perimeter and local security elements, and integrating responding Iraqi emergency services personnel and fire response assets.


