Engineer Blast
Subject:  ROUGH TERRAIN AND TRUCK MOUNTED CRANE SAFETY

Over the past four years there have been fourteen rough terrain and truck mounted crane accidents recorded in the Risk Management Information System.  Ten of those accidents occurred in Iraq with two resulting in fatalities.  Inexperienced operators and support personnel, and lack of experienced supervision were the two major contributing factors for these accidents.  In Iraq and Afghanistan there is a focused effort to reduce injuries and improve the extremely low operational readiness rates of All Terrain Engineer Cranes (ATEC).  Refresher/initial ATEC operator training has been made available for units with cranes deployed for Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom.  This training is coordinated through Coalition Forces Land Component Command CFLCC C7 and is intended for personnel who have crane operator experience and their supervisors.  Additionally the Army is purchasing nineteen 50-ton MAC 50 Terex cranes through an Operational Needs Statement. The Army will field these cranes with New Equipment Training emphasizing safe operation.  Finally, starting in Fiscal Year 2009, the Engineer School will change the initial institutional crane operator training from 21J Military Occupational Specialty (MOS) Advanced Individual Training to an Additional Skill Identifier Course requiring a mandatory forty hours of OSHA based crane safety.
Commanders should ensure that all crane operators have completed the 21F/21J/62F MOS school or other Army certified crane operator course and are licensed for the type of crane they are to operate.  An NCO with crane experience should supervise all crane lift operations. The Crane Supervisor should be responsible for ensuring that all crane lift operations are thoroughly planned and that supporting personnel, including riggers, understand their roles and responsibilities.  Cranes and lifting gear (slings, spreader bars, and hooks) are required by Technical Bulletin 43-0142 Safety Inspection and Testing of Lifting Devices to be properly inspected and have a current certification.  The operator must conduct thorough 10/20 level maintenance checks and services daily especially on all load bearing and lifting components to ensure safe operation and to prevent equipment failure down time.  
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