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SENIOR LEADERS ARE SAYING

The most rewarding part of writing the book has been the feedback from actual mothers and fathers. I love it when I hear from parents and family members. I know it's making a difference and it's working its way throughout the Army.

Vicki Cody
Author of new publication,"Your Soldier, Your Army: A Parents' Guide" 
Wife of Gen. Richard Cody, the Vice Chief of Staff, United States Army
TODAY'S FOCUS

Your Soldier, Your Army: A Parents' Guide 

The author of the newest book for Army parents, Your Soldier, Your Army: A Parents' Guide, is not only the wife of the vice chief of staff of the Army, but she also has two Soldiers deployed to Iraq.

Vicki Cody has seen the Army for the past 30 years, so she said it seemed quite natural when she wrote her book to help families of Soldiers deal with deployments and Army life from her personal experiences. 

The book not only informs parents about the Army, but it also includes acronyms and useful Web sites. Supplemental articles and exclamation points feature tips and facts about the Army.

The main thing that Cody hopes people get out of the book is a sense of reassurance and comfort. She hopes that parents feel like they're not alone. 

See link: Your Soldier, Your Army, A Parent's Guide by Vicki Cody

For more information or to obtain a free copy of the book, call (800) 336-4570, Ext. 630. 

Sources: 
Book aims to help parents of deployed Soldiers - ARNEWS

Army Families Online 
INFORMATION YOU CAN USE

IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING STAND-TO! 

Within the next few of days, the staff at Stand-To! will begin steps to move over to a list-server. This is in response to the concerns which many of our subscribers have voiced concerning the size of the daily Stand-To! email.

You will be receiving an email from a new source. Look for this address: Standto@lists.army.mil.

Your patience and understanding is appreciated during the transition process.

CALENDAR

Mail Call on the History Channel 

Saturday, February 4 at 11:30am ET

Join R. Lee Ermey as he prepares to jump with the Army's Golden Knights--and find out if he's too chicken! Since people get confused about what to call the Air Force during WWII, when it was a part of the Army, he digs into the history. Then, Lee focuses on the Flying Tiger volunteers who risked their lives in China before America entered WWII. And, he profiles the modern gunship AC-130U. Terrifying to the enemy, it flies at night, hence its nickname Spooky. 

NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· U.S. eyes new 'Hearts-And-Minds' focus (ABC News) 
· New operations group will bring training to the troops (SS) 
· Chiarelli: Iraq mission to focus on quality of life (AT) 
· Who? Huh? Hooah! (AT) 
· Army to Investigate Gay Porn Allegations (SFG) 
· Army hospital treating ABC News anchor injured in Iraq (ARNEWS) 
· U.S. Army detained suspects' daughters, wives as leverage (ST)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Cash dwindles for rebuilding Iraq (WP) 
· Mixed feelings for troops staying in Kuwait (SS) 
· Report: Japan to begin pulling Iraq troops (MH) 
· Identity of many kidnappers in Iraq remains vague (CSM) 
· Video of U.S. reporter seen crying, pleading for release of women Iraqi prisoners (MSNBC) 
· 100th British service member dies in Iraq (Newsday)
OF INTEREST

· 70 nations vow Afghan support (MSNBC) 
· Editorial: 'The State Of Our Cynicism' (WP) 
· Journalists armed with specialized training before going overseas (ABC News) 
· Top al Qaeda official criticizes U.S. in new tape (NPR) 
· Opinion:'Laws and rules apply even in war' (CSG) 
· Opinion: 'Patriot Act posturing' (PBP) 
· Former defense secretary for Reagan admits mistakes (FN) 
· Do Soldiers have to buy their own equipment? (SLATE)
WORLD VIEW

· Militants demand apology over cartoons (International Herald Tribune | story) 
· Poverty haunts Afghan security quest (BBC News | story) 
· U.S. not to give in to Carroll's captors (Aljazeera | story) 
· Musharraf to stay as army chief beyond 2007 (Swissinfo | story) 
· Hamas, Abbas call on West not to cut aid (Arab News | story) 
· Turks protested publicly against so-called honor killings (Deutsche Welle | story
Edition: Mon, January 30, 2006
Printable Version
SENIOR LEADERS ARE SAYING

This is a commander's program. We are encouraging our commanders to ensure complete redeployment processing of the Soldiers under their command and to help each individual make a smooth post-deployment transition. (Chief of Staff discussing the Post Deployment Health Reassessment Program) 

Gen. Peter J. Schoomaker 
Chief of Staff of the United States Army
TODAY'S FOCUS

Post Deployment Health Reassessment (PDHRA) 

On 23 January 2006, Secretary of the Army, Dr. Francis J. Harvey and the Chief of Staff of the Army, General Peter J. Schoomaker authorized a new health screening program, Post Deployment Health Reassessment (PDHRA) which is designed to address deployment related physical and mental health needs of Soldiers three to six months after returning from deployment. 

This unprecedented Army health assessment program will address the deployment related physical and mental health needs of our Soldiers. 

* The Army Post Deployment Health Reassessment (PDHRA) Program is a part of the DOD's overall force health protection program. 

* It extends the continuum of care for service members' deployment-related health concerns.

* The PDHRA is a process designed to identify the deployment-related health concerns of all service members during the three- to six-month time period after their return from deployment and facilitate access to care.

* The PDHRA provides education, screening, assessment and access to care for a wide variety of questions and concerns that service members may have about their health after they return from deployment. 

* The PDHRA is a Commander's program.

* The Army program was created with joint cooperation with DOD and all services and components.

* The Army program is being implemented on an installation-by-installation basis.

* The Army program will integrate into Commander's programs to ensure that it is part of the deployment/training cycle to include risk reduction & community service that yields a holistic and interactive approach.

* The PDHRA is being implemented in an iterative fashion as Soldiers return from deployment and reach the 90 -180 day assessment window. 

* The Army's pilot reassessment program has been implemented in selected locations from July to December in both Active, Reserve and National Guard components. 
* Lessons learned from these initial implementation pilot sites will be incorporated and full implementation of the reassessment program in each of the Services will begin in January 2006.

* The Army PDHRA program is part of DOD's commitment to safeguarding the well-being of all Soldiers including Active, Reserve and National Guard personnel. The Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Force Health Protection and Readiness seeks to proactively identify potential health issues before they become chronic conditions as well as treat recognized health problems. 

* The Army PDHRA focus is on helping individuals and families retain a healthy balance in spite of the multiple stressors associated with deployment.

For more information on the Post Deployment Health Reassessment Program, see the website: http://fhp.osd.mil/pdhrainfo/index.jsp 
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· U.S. Army forces 50,000 soldiers to continue serving (Reuters) 
· Army promotes more soldiers (IS) 
· 19,000 fewer young soldiers than in 2001 (UPI) 
· PTSD effect pervasive among Iraq vets, civilians (AT) 
· Stryker brigade may get first Romania rotation (SS) 
· Army recruiting for physician assistants (ARNEWS) 
· Relay points can be lonely outposts (AJC)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Direct talks-U.S. Officials and Iraqi insurgents (Newsweek) 
· U.S. tries to win over Sunnis from insurgent groups (WT | EB) 
· Opinion: 'U.S. Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen shares views on Iraq' (MH | EB) 
· ABC news team hit in attack in Iraq (WP | EB) 
· Opinion: 'Is America actually in a state of war?' (BG | EB) 
· Graphic explaining Iraq's new Parliament (WP) 
· More setbacks in Saddam trial (CNN)
OF INTEREST

· Army National Guard struggles to recruit (NPR) 
· Pentagon ramps up efforts to deter IED blasts (ABC News) 
· Rice wants to end Hamas Aid (Newsday) 
· Commentary: 'NATO can't blink in Afghanistan' (CSM) 
· When one government won't recognize another (SLATE) 
· Woodruff and crew stable in Germany after attack (FN) 
· Pakistani women defy threats, run mixed marathon (CSM) 
· U.N. official: Iraqi girl died of bird flu in Kurdistan (USAT) 
· Hamas victory in elections divides Palestinians (NPR)
WORLD VIEW

· Why Afghanistan remains work in progress (BBC News | story) 
· Iraqi girl died of bird flu (The Guardian | story) 
· Pakistan 'delay' let Bin Laden escape U.S. strike (Gulf News | story) 
· Afghan security raid nets nine (Aljazeera | story) 
· EU calls on Hamas to clarify political intentions (The Jerusalem Post | story) 
· U.S. forces 50,000 Soldiers into extended duty (Arab News | story) 
· Germany urges Hamas to reject violence (Deutsche Welle | story) 
· White House rejects Patriot 'myths' (The Australian | story) 
· Annan calls on Dutch to support Afghan mission (Swissinfo | story) 
· Britain hopes to lower troops in Iraq this year (The Kuwait Times | story)
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SENIOR LEADERS ARE SAYING

The Institution provides the people, resources, quality of life, and infrastructure critical to the success of our Army. The Institutional base of the Army develops proud and disciplined Soldiers and leaders committed to Army values and living the Warrior Ethos. It serves as the foundation on which we will continue to accomplish our enduring mission of providing relevant and ready land forces and capabilities to the Combatant Commanders in support of the National Security and Defense Strategies.

Dr. Francis J. Harvey 
Secretary of the United States Army 

TODAY'S FOCUS

Center for Army Lessons Learned (CALL) 

The Center for Army Lessons Learned (CALL) provides observations, insights, and lessons learned from units in combat, those undergoing transformation, and those rotating through the Army's combat training centers (CTCs). 

The lessons are collected, analyzed, archived, and disseminated through a variety of print and electronic formats, with the CALL Web site at http://call.army.mil serving as the central repository. CALL is a U.S. Army organization but offers its wealth of information to the joint, interagency, and multinational community. CALL has enhanced its SIPRNET presence at https://call.army.smil.mil in order to interact with deployed units and disseminate classified information. 

* One of the key services CALL provides is the request for information (RFI) system. CALL military analysts and subject matter experts search the archives for information and contact proponents to provide the information back to a requestor. RFIs vary from the tactical to strategic level and come from all ranks and duty positions. Turn around is generally less then 3 days with many completed in under 8 hours. Since March 2005 CALL has answered over 4,000 RFIs. Access the RFI system at http://call-rfi.leavenworth.army.mil/rfisystem/ .

* Soldiers can play an important role in the lessons learned process by providing CALL with relevant observations, insights, or lessons from the field to be shared with the Army. Lessons may be submitted at https://call2.army.mil/forms/call/lessons.asp 

* Since 11 September 2001, the Center for Army Lessons Learned has catalogued over 6,500 observations, published 394 publications, and written 32 Initial Impressions Reports (IIR). To request a CALL publication or see a listing of the latest publications visit http://call.army.mil/http://call.army.mil/ 

* The CALL Lessons Learned Division senior military analysts have provided Mobile Training Teams (MTT) to more than 48 active and reserve component units and commands in CONUS, Korea, Japan and Germany. Units can request an MTT prior to deployment by completing the online form at https://call2.army.mil/forms/call/mtt.asp 
INFORMATION YOU CAN USE

Link to The Quadrennial Defense Review: Rethinking the U.S. Military Posture- by Andrew F. Krepinevich 

The Quadrennial Defense Review: Rethinking the U.S. Military Posture- by Andrew F. Krepinevich 
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· US Army sees reductions in National Guard, reserves (Reuters) 
· Report says Army close to 'snapping' (CSM) 
· Pentagon plan to restructure National Guard (BS | EB) 
· U.S. court dismisses challenge to extended Army duty (ABC News) 
· Few soldiers seek body armor compensation (AT) 
· U.S. commander believes he has a sufficient force to accomplish task (HC) 
· Soldiers, teachers, students swap lessons, roles (ARNEWS)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Is the Army prepared to fight another Iraq-style war? (CSM) 
· Soldier killed, one wounded in roadside bomb blasts (AT) 
· Troops raid houses, detain 35 suspected insurgents (Newsday) 
· Strategy targets terror WMDs (WT) 
· Report: Insurgency has hurt rebuilding (MH)
OF INTEREST

· Pentagon Watch: Plan calls for boost in special ops forces (USN) 
· Commentary: 'CENTCOM, drugs and Afghanistan' (WT) 
· Arab democracy doesn't always go America's way (ABC News) 
· Opinion: 'Tapping terrorist chatter' (FN) 
· U.S.-Cuba battle over billboard heats up (TS) 
· Al-Jazeera airs video of German hostages (MSNBC) 
· What Hamas' election victory means for the peace process (SLATE) 
· Pumping iron more than a sport in Iraq (YN)
WORLD VIEW

· Opinion: 'Dealing with Hamas' (Deutsche Welle | story) 
· Palestinians elect a new parliament (Aljazeera | story) 
· Kurd tests the new Iraq (International Herald Tribune | story) 
· Don't do mullahs' bidding (The Japan Times | story) 
· Russian soldiers held over attack (BBC News | story) 
· Editorial: Victory - and Challenge (Arab News | story)
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TODAY'S FOCUS

CID- Criminal Investigation Command 

As the Army's primary criminal investigative organization and DoD's premier investigative organization, CID is responsible for the conduct of criminal investigations in which the Army is, or may be, a party of interest. 

Headquartered at Fort Belvoir, Virginia and operating throughout the world, CID Special Agents conduct criminal investigations that range from death to fraud, on and off military reservations and when appropriate, with local, state and other federal investigative agencies. 

CID supports the Army through the deployment of highly trained Soldier and government service Special Agents and support personnel, the operation of a certified forensic laboratory, a protective services unit, computer crimes specialists, polygraph services, criminal intelligence collection and analysis and a variety of other services normally associated with law enforcement activities. 

The Criminal Investigation Command's mission is the same in both the installation and battlefield environments, however, additional requirements are taken on during battlefield support.

Primary Mission Requirements:

* Investigate serious crime
* Conduct sensitive/serious investigations
* Collect, analyze and disseminate criminal intelligence
* Conduct protective service operations
* Provide forensic laboratory support
* Maintain Army criminal records

Additional Mission Requirements:

* Logistical security (from the manufacturer to the Soldier on the battlefield)

* Criminal intelligence (Develop countermeasures to combat subversive activities on the battlefield)

* Criminal investigations (Expanded to include war crimes and in some cases crimes against coalition forces & host nation personnel)

For more information on CID visit www.cid.army.mil . 
CALENDAR

Battlefield Detectives- 6-Day War 

The History Channel presents, 6-Day War , Friday, January 27 at 11:00pm ET/PT

At 7:45 a.m. on June 5, 1967, Israel launched the most successful preemptive air strike in military history. Within a few hours, virtually the entire Egyptian Air Force lay in smoldering wreckage. Fighting on three fronts, against the combined might of five different armies, Israel secured a stunning victory in a mere six days. How did this tiny state manage to overcome an Arab enemy that had twice as many soldiers, three times as many tanks, and four times as many airplanes? With firsthand testimony from combatants and military planners plus access to key figures in the intelligence world, we gain insight into the meticulous preparations that the Israeli military undertook in the 1960s. Field-testing of key Israeli weapons and analysis of battlefield strategy on both sides show how this extraordinary victory was achieved. 

NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Rumsfeld disputes reports warning of war's strains on the Army (WP | EB) 
· Two awarded Soldier's Medals for rescuing Afghan men (AT) 
· Pentagon says no executions at prison (MH | EB) 
· Insurgent videos give U.S. valuable training tool (USAT | EB) 
· Clinic gives boost to civilians, troops (AJC | EB) 
· Rumsfeld dismisses notion of broken Army (WT | EB) 
· USAREUR announces further force reduction in Germany (SS) 
· Combat pay surpasses civilian earnings for many Reservists (MSNBC)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Rumsfeld insists U.S. forces not overstretched (NPR) 
· Opinion:'Where Iraq goes now' (WP) 
· Analysis: 'Elections boost Shia cleric's clout' (Newsday) 
· 'This armed force is enormously capable', says Rumsfeld (FN) 
· Military to release over 400 Iraqi prisoners (WP) 
· NATO needs more time for peacekeeping in Afghanistan (ABC News) 
· Marines' somber duty in Iraq (AJC | EB)
OF INTEREST

· Palestinian cabinet resigns (VOA) 
· Mexico says men in border incident not soldiers (MSNBC) 
· Officials: Hamas wins Palestinian election (USN) 
· Israel reacts to Palestinian election results (NPR) 
· What peace epidemic? (SLATE) 
· Editorial: On balance (WT) 
· Chertoff protests Mexican plan to give maps to illegal immigrants (SLT) 
· A breaking point for military? (PI) 
· Editorial: 'Chirac, the bomb and terrorism' (WT)
WORLD VIEW

· West in dismay over elections (International Herald Tribune | story) 
· U.S. frees five Iraqi women (Aljazeera | story) 
· Mexico denies troops in US border drug chase (Reuters | story) 
· Swiss call for Palestinian government of unity (Swissinfo | story) 
· Of terrorism and media coverage (Arab News | story) 
· British troops in Afghanistan to peak at 5,700 (Deutsche Welle | story) 
· Kosovo masses grieve for Rugova (BBC News | story)
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SENIOR LEADERS ARE SAYING

This year is going to be the busiest year we've ever had. NATO is expected to take on more responsibility in Afghanistan in the coming year. The War on Terror is about ideas and changing things that are fundamental.

Gen. Peter J. Schoomaker 
Chief of Staff of the United States Army
TODAY'S FOCUS

The Iraq Project and Contracting Office (PC0) 

The Iraq Project and Contracting Office serves the people of Iraq by contracting for and delivering services, supplies and infrastructure through the Congressional appropriation titled the Iraq Relief and Reconstruction Fund (IRRF).

The PCO's role as a temporary organization is to design, construct, and commission, and hand over completed infrastructure facilities to the Iraqis. The PCO is committed to the successful completion of its role, and understand that Capacity Development is critical to providing the foundation for a smooth transfer of day to day responsibility for completed projects to Iraqi management. Training strengthens the ability of Iraqi workers to assume control and is the best method for ensuring sustainable infrastructure.

The mission of the Project and Contracting Office is to
serve the people of the United States and Iraq by contracting for and delivering services, supplies, and infrastructure identified within the Iraqi Relief and Reconstruction Fund, a total $18.4 billion in resources allocated by the U.S.Congress on behalf of the American taxpayers for rebuilding Iraq. 

The people of the United States helping Iraqis rebuild their country and progress toward a strong and 
successful future for Iraq.

- Employment for hundreds of thousands of Iraqis, resulting in economic security, occupational training, 
and professional mastery of new skills 

- Higher quality of life and enhanced internal security for Iraqis. -The building of the Iraqi industries
required to sustain and further improve the basic infrastructure services required for a modern nation. 

For additional information, contact:
The Iraq Project and Contracting Office
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1475
Arlington, VA 22209

www.rebuilding-iraq.net 
CALENDAR

Battlefield Detectives 
The History Channel , Battlefield Detectives, presents - Battle of Big Hole, Friday, February 3 at 11pm ET/PT.

In August 1877, a detachment of the US 7th Infantry attacked a sleeping camp of Nez Perce Indians in the remote mountains of southwest Montana. The Army was following orders to make it absolutely clear to the Indians that they had to return to their reservation, or face the consequences. The attack was well planned, brutal in its sudden intensity, and at first appeared to go well for the infantry. But by day's end, the 196-strong force was under siege, pinned down by a small group of warriors in a clump of trees. Desperate for rescue, they were terrified that they would share the fate of their comrades, who, one year earlier, had perished with General Custer at the Battle of the Little Big Horn. Now, the latest detailed forensic research is revealing why things so nearly ended in disaster for the Army at the Battle of Big Hole. 

NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Army Reserves: Master Sgt. hands city's reins his assistants (SLT) 
· Leavenworth building 96 high-tech classrooms (ARNEWS) 
· 'Terps' play crucial role (AT) 
· DARWARS: Helping the force fight insurgents (SS) 
· Safety Campaign strives to 'Own the Edge' (ARNEWS) 
· National Guard sponsors shooter (IGN) 
· Georgia Soldiers enjoy 'homecooking' in Iraq (AJC)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Opinion: 'We can't stop rebuilding Iraq' (WP | EB) 
· Explosions in bank ,government building, news agency reports (MSNBC) 
· Report finds Iraq rebuilding efforts have problems (NYT | EB) 
· Saddam trial postponed (WP) 
· Attacks in Iraq jumped in 2005 (AT) 
· Sunnis urged to defend themselves (Newsday) 
· Civil War fears increase in Iraq (NPR)
OF INTEREST

· Paul Bremer: Surviving Iraq, now facing critics (PI) 
· Rice: Prospect of Hamas role in Palestinian government problematic (VOA) 
· Carson GI gets reprimand, no jail (CSG) 
· Former Islamic militant calls for journalist's release (CSM) 
· Inside the Pentagon's domestic spying program (Newsweek) 
· 7 Taliban rebels escape from Afghanistan's main prison (ABC News) 
· A look at U.S. military excursions (USN) 
· Commentary: 'Data-mining doubts' (WT) 
· Interview with head of Homeland Security (FN)
WORLD VIEW

· On the campaign trail with Hamas (BBC News | story) 
· Germany faces dilemma in combating asymmetric terror threat (Deutsche Welle | story) 
· Saddam trial court appoints new judge (Arab News | story) 
· EU countries 'knew about CIA torture flights' (The Independent | story) 
· Sadr says his militia will 'support' Iran (Gulf Times | story) 
· Group presses U.S. military on jailed journalists (Swissinfo | story) 
· There's no such thing as "International Terrorism" (AlJazeera.com | story)
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SENIOR LEADERS ARE SAYING

Critical foreign language capability and skills are increasingly important to our Army. Rosetta Stone provides the Army with an immediate, interactive language training tool to train our Soldiers, leaders and civilians for operational deployments and professional development.

Brigadier General James M. Milano
Director of Training, Army G-3/5/7
TODAY'S FOCUS

Rosetta Stone Foreign Language Training 

The Army recently entered into a contract agreement with Fairfield Language Technologies to provide Rosetta Stone® foreign-language training, at no cost, to all active Army, National Guard, Reservists and Department of the Army civilians worldwide via the Army e-Learning portal on the Army Knowledge Online (AKO). 

The objective of this training tool is to develop a force capable of engaging in basic communications with the populace in the area deployed - and with coalition partners. Rosetta Stone® online training is an immediate, cost effective way to provide a training capability across the force, and is an excellent tool for units preparing to deploy and Soldiers preparing to fill billets outside the United States.

The Army has had much success with Rosetta Stone® on Army e-Learning. More than 12,000 Soldiers and Army civilians have used the online training since it became available on November 7, 2005. The top five courses accessed are: Spanish (Lat Am); German; Arabic; French and Italian.

* Free state-of-the-art language courses through Army e-Learning, include Arabic, Chinese (Mandarin), Danish, Dutch, English, French, Farsi (Persian), German, Greek, Hebrew, Hindi, Indonesian, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Pashto, Polish, Portuguese (Brazil), Russian, Spanish (Latin America), Spanish (Spain), Swahili, Swedish, Thai, Turkish, Vietnamese and Welsh. 

* Each user must have an AKO account to register for Army e-Learning. 

* To access Army e-Learning, visit AKO at www.us.army.mil and select "My Education" and click Rosetta Stone. If you are already registered for the Army e-Learning, logon and access the Rosetta Stone® courses or select Register to obtain your e.Learning password. All course completions are posted to individual ATRRS records 
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Army focus shifts to counterinsurgency in school (WP) 
· Harvey: 'basket of ideas' improved recruiting (ARNEWS) 
· Lt. Gen. Russel Honore gets new assignment (AJC | EB) 
· U.S. Army signs new contract for body armor (WP) 
· Army officer guilty of negligent homicide in Iraqi general's death (SS) 
· Former prison guard/wife of jailed Soldier blames Army (WP) 
· Better body armor meets changing threat, Army official says (AFIS) 
· Opinion: 'No Soldier stands alone in a battlefield' (CSM)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Pentagon officials say meeting was a productive (WT) 
· Alliance tested by recent incidents on Afghan Frontier (WP | EB) 
· Iraq's leaders try to find officials not tied to militias (USAT | EB) 
· 36 missing Iraqi police applicants found dead (CNN) 
· Iraq's next big hurdle: unity government (CSM) 
· Suicide bomber kills 2 Iraqis in Baghdad (VOA) 
· A Guard unit struggles to get over its heavy losses (PI)
OF INTEREST

· Report: 'Most Afghan aid bypasses government' (Newsday) 
· Veterans fault post-combat care (NPR) 
· Similarities between the two Bush presidents explored (USN) 
· Report: 'Untreated water at U.S. base in Iraq' (MSNBC) 
· Editorial: 'Islamofascist Solidarity Day' (WT) 
· Can new technology help silence Bin Laden? (Newsweek) 
· Iranian hostility puts U.S. in a bind (PI) 
· How does Bin Laden remain at large? (ABC News)
WORLD VIEW

· U.S. surveillance laws to be reviewed (Reuters | story) 
· Afghans living in fear of deportation (Deutsche Welle | story) 
· U.S. officer guilty of killing Iraqi general during questioning (The Guardian | story) 
· Iraqi Sunnis back talks but insist on key demands (Arab News | story) 
· Kosovo mourns dead president as it searches for a successor (Gulf News | story) 
· Iraq court names new Saddam judge (BBC News | story)
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The U. S. Army is, without question, the preeminent land power in the world. Today's Army is the most capable, best trained, best equipped and most experienced force our Nation has fielded in well over a decade. (Source: Opening remarks, Pentagon Press Briefing-January 18, 2006)

Dr. Francis J. Harvey 
Secretary of the United States Army 


TODAY'S FOCUS

Body Armor and Protective Equipment Reimbursement Program

Between now and 3 October 2006, the Department of the Army will reimburse both current and former Soldiers who purchased body armor and certain other protective, health and safety equipment for use in Operations Noble Eagle, Enduring Freedom or Iraqi Freedom. Reimbursable equipment includes protective body armor (whether purchased as a complete outer tactical vest (OTV) or as separate components of an OTV), combat helmets, ballistic eye protection, hydration systems, summer weight gloves, and knee and elbow pads. To qualify for reimbursement, the equipment must have been purchased after September 10, 2001, and before August 1, 2004, and all equipment for which reimbursement is sought must be turned into the Army at the time a claim for reimbursement is filed. Claimants who no longer have the equipment must explain in writing why the equipment is unavailable for turn-in. 

* Current active duty or active reserve component Soldiers who seek reimbursement should complete and file a DD Form 2902 with the first field grade commander in the Soldier's current chain of command. With the completed DD Form 2902, the Soldier must provide (i) a copy of proof of deployment (such as deployment orders or a DD Form 214 noting deployment), (ii) copies of all available receipts or other proof of purchase for the items claimed, and (iii) either the available equipment for turn-in or the written explanation of why the equipment in unavailable. Former Soldiers and survivors of deceased Soldiers may file a claim by mailing a completed DD Form 2902, along with the items noted above, directly to the U.S. Army Claims Service (USARCS) at the address provided in block 12 of the DD Form 2902. 

* A claimant who provides proof of purchase will be reimbursed the full purchase price plus shipping costs for each item, up to $1,100 for any single item. If no proof of purchase is provided, the claimant will be reimbursed at a rate pre-established by the Department of the Army for each item of equipment. For example, the Army will pay $551.60 for a complete OTV if no purchase receipt is submitted with the claim. In addition, shipping costs for delivering items to USARCS are compensable and can be noted on the DD Form 2902. 

* Once a claim is filed, the claim will be processed through USARCS for payment by the Defense Finance and Accounting Service. Claimant will be informed of any deficiencies in their claim, and will be given ample opportunity to correct such deficiencies. Although the claims process has been designed to ensure rapid settlement and payment of claims, potential claimants should not wait too long to file claims, as all claims must be filed by 3 October 2006. 

* More information on the body armor and protective equipment reimbursement program - including a printable DD Form 2902 and a list of reimbursable items together with the pre-established compensation rates - can be found by accessing www.jagcnet.army.mil , and selecting the U.S. Army Claims Service link under the "Client Services and Links" section. Claimants or commanders can also contact MAJ Paul Cucuzzella, Project Officer, USARCS, at paul.cucuzzella@emh1.ftmeade.army.mil or at (301) 677-7009 ext. 431, with any questions concerning this program or for additional information. 
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· U.S. Army can meet any challenge (VOA) 
· Multi-National Corps-Iraq welcomes new commander (SS | EB) 
· Army of One will take you at the big Four-O (SAE | EB) 
· Recruiters confident they'll meet this year's goals (ABC News) 
· Harvey: Army could fight another war if asked (AT) 
· News Analysis: Military academy key for Iraq (ARNEWS)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Tape warns of new attacks on U.S. (NPR) 
· Vice President's Remarks on Iraq and the War on Terror at the Manhattan Institute for Policy Research (WH) 
· At least 19 killed in bomb attack in Iraq (WP | EB) 
· Military backs off on claim that insurgents are using aerial IEDs (SS) 
· Deadline about to expire on death sentence of journalist (ABC News) 
· Discussion of Bin Laden tape and recent Al Qaeda deaths (Newsweek) 
· Election commission confirms alliance of Shiite religious parties won biggest number of seats (MH) 
· Key al-Qaida likely killed in air strike (Newsday)
OF INTEREST

· Pleas to save journalist increase (CSM) 
· What is to be done about Iran? (Slate) 
· Lockdown by Iraqi police after election results announced (ABC News) 
· Lindh asks President Bush to grant clemency to his son (CNN) 
· Intelligence experts states little hope of rehabilitating suspected Islamic terrorists (Newsweek) 
· Brothers in war, they help to liberate Iraq (AJC) 
· Bin Laden's 'Truce' offer rejected by U.S. (WT) 
· Heroin trade soars in Afghanistan, despite U.S. efforts (PI) 
· Book: 'Baghdad's Golden Age and a legacy that lives today (VOA)
WORLD VIEW

· German politicians criticize Chirac (Deutsche Welle | story) 
· Serb officer arrested for war crimes (Reuters | story) 
· Bin Laden warns U.S. of more attacks, but offers truce (alJazeera.com | story) 
· Chirac prepared to use nuclear strike against terror states (The Guardian | story) 
· Editorial: 'Women's place, revisited ' (International Herald Tribune | story) 
· Iran moves assets amid fear of sanctions (Swissinfo | story) 
· Compiled Al Qaida messages transcribed (Gulf News | story) 
· German spies' Iraq role defended (BBC News | story)
Edition: Thu, January 19, 2006
Printable Version
TODAY'S FOCUS

Army Foreign Area Officers (FAO) 

Army Foreign Area Officers are warriors who provide focused regional expertise to the Army and joint warfighter. They possess expert military knowledge of the region, advanced language skills, and a studied cultural and political understanding, which enable them to increase success and reduce risk across the full spectrum of operations from major combat to stability operations. They operate decisively in uncertain environments, often independently, as a valuable force multiplier to commanders and senior leaders from the tactical to the strategic level. Above all, they are Soldiers.

As the nation's strategic scouts, FAOs are often the sole Army and/or DoD representative in foreign countries serving as executors of national security policies or as key advisors to senior level commanders. They serve in a variety of positions worldwide. 

FAOs:

* Serve in critical positions in support of the War on Terror, both OCONUS and CONUS, as security assistance officers and Defense and Army Attaches.

* Provide critical advice to senior commanders while serving as political-military advisors Numbered Army HQs, COCOMs, MACOMs and Joint staffs; as well as to senior civilian leaders with the Office of the Secretary of Defense, Defense Agencies, the State Department and the White House.

* Serve around the world as arms control specialists.

* Represent Army interests and policies as liaison officers to foreign armies and armed forces.

* Serve as planner at the Joint Staff, Defense Agencies, Combatant Commands, Numbered Army and the Army Staff.

* Serve as analysts at Defense Agencies and Joint staffs.

* Train the leaders of the future while serving as instructors at the United States Military Academy, Command and General Staff College, national Defense University, Army War College and other military schools.

FAO, as a functional area, continues to transform to better support Army requirements and the changing global security environment.

All FAOs receive the following specialized training: Language Training, In-Country Training and Advanced Civil Schooling.

Link to FAO Website www.fao.army.mil 
CALENDAR

Eighty Acres of Hell on The History Channel , Saturday, January 21 at 5:00pm.

"To the Victor, Belongs the Silence." Although our nation is well-versed about the atrocities committed against Union POWs at Andersonville, Georgia, few have heard of the wholesale annihilation of Confederate prisoners at Camp Douglas in Chicago, Illinois (12,000 inmates were incarcerated, 6,000 never left). Unlike Andersonville, Camp Douglas had the resources necessary to house and care for its prisoners, but calculated cruelty, torture, and neglect by the US military conspired to exterminate Southern soldiers who entered this "80 Acres of Hell". But, Southern prisoners were not the only victims. Under martial law, prominent Chicago citizens were unjustly tried and imprisoned by a ruthless military tribunal. From 1862 to 1866, more than 6,000 Rebel prisoners and 14 civilians died at the hands of a corrupt and murderous system with tentacles to the White House.

NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Soldiers may earn $1,000 recruiting referral bonus (ARNEWS) 

· Better body armor meets changing threat, Army official says (AFIS) 

· Army 2005 reenlistments hit a five-year high (PI | EB) 

· Army to cut six National Guard combat brigades (WP | EB) 

· Caffeine gum now in Army supply channels (ARNEWS) 

· Soldiers make Olympic Bobsled Team (ARNEWS)

WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Police recruits executed in Iraq (NYT | EB) 

· Americans must understand US is at war, general says (AFIS) 

· Partners in war, they help to liberate Iraq (AJC | EB) 

· DoD leader details U.S. Iraq strategy (AFIS) 

· V Corps Artillery takes over MNC-Iraq fires (ARNEWS) 

· Soldiers find Baijia is a formidable foe (WP | EB)

OF INTEREST

· Congressman targets incursions by Mexico military (WT | EB) 

· Better jointness needed between military and diplomats, Rice says (AFIS) 

· GAO chief says military engaging in uncontrollable spending (GE | EB) 

· QDR to give combatant commanders more say in military budgets (IDN | EB) 

· Start date for new personnel system pushed back three months (AFIS) 

· In China, N. Korean leader vows commitment to talks (WP | EB) 

· US and Europe tells Russia it won't press to penalize Iran now (NYT | EB)

WORLD VIEW

· US raid killed top operatives (Aljazeera | story) 

· Qaeda in Iraq looks to Israel (BAH | story) 

· Anti-UN protests continue in Ivory Coast (BBC News | story) 

· China neutral in solving Iran nuclear issue (China Daily | story) 

· It may be too late to stop Iran nuclear programme (Syria Times | story) 

· German intelligence denies helping US in Iraq war (DW-World | story) 

· Iran president tells US and Europe to be rational (IRNA | story) 

· US freezes Syria's intelligence chief assets (Daily Star | story)
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"Own The Edge" - Combat Readiness Center and Safety Awareness 

The U.S. Combat Readiness Center (CRC) has a series of CRC Safety Poster on their website to highlight the critical importance of safety consciousness for Soldiers.

As the Combat Readiness Center (CRC) continues to serve as a knowledge center for loss across the Army and study deaths to determine root causes, the following trends emerge: 

1.) Junior leaders are the ones making decisions "where the rubber meets the road" that determine safe execution or unnecessary loss. 

2.) Failure to apply and enforce the most basic standards and indiscipline is killing Soldiers. 

The most disturbing trend is an increase in leaders involved in accidents. The same leaders who should be enforcing standards and mitigating risk are the ones having the accidents. In FY05, 33% of the Soldiers killed in POV accidents were in the rank of E5 to E7. Historically, the highest risk age group was 18-24 years old. Now, all age groups under 40 share the same death rate per 1,000 Soldiers.

Every Wednesday, Stand-To! will feature some aspect of safety awareness. Included will be messages and important information which will be a valuable resource. Stay tuned to see more articles and links regarding safety, awareness and guidelines.

Combat Readiness Center- Improving Combat Readiness... One Bootprint at a Time. 


INFORMATION YOU CAN USE

Modern Marvels - Battle Gear on The History Channel , Thursday, January 19 at 7:00pm EST.

From battle armor to bubble gum, you might be surprised by what soldiers have carried into battle--and what they'll carry in future wars. In this look at the development of weapons--from the Roman soldier's gladius to the M16 assault rifle to infrared scopes and biological weapons protection--discover the evolution of body armor--from knights to Kelvar-protected "Land Warriors". Also find out what the "Future Warrior" will look like. 

NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Schoomaker predicts bigger, busier Army in '06 (ARNEWS) 

· Big guns reducing insurgents' attacks (S&S) 

· Army selects unit to test FCS (ARNEWS) 

· Pentagon Looks Into Recent Helicopter Crashes in Iraq (AFIS) 

· New aircraft, UAVs to shape future fight (ARNEWS) 

· Army World Class Athlete Program Soldiers named to U.S. Bobsled Team (CFSC)

WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Iraqi tips lead to terrorists (ARNEWS) 

· 18th Airborne Corps Artillery Transfers Authority to 5th Corps (AFIS) 

· 94th Engineers leave their mark in Iraqi desert (S&S) 

· Terrorists among those killed in Pakistan (Newsday) 

· Suicide Bomber Kills Five, Wounds 18 in Iraq (AFIS) 

· Gunmen Kill 10 Security Guards in Iraq (WP) 

· Bremer Looks Back on Year in Iraq (NPR)

OF INTEREST

· U.S. Journalist Shown As Hostage (WP | EB) 

· On Iran, West looks for a Plan B (CSM) 

· Sharon has surgery for new breathing tube (LA Daily News) 

· Iraq's President Predicts Unity Government (USAT | EB) 

· France Rejects Iranian Request for Talks (US News) 

· Baghdad Radio Lets Foes Talk Things Out (WT | EB) 

· Iran lifts ban on CNN after mistranslation (Chicago Tribune)

WORLD VIEW

· Saudi efforts to settle the Syrian- Lebanese crisis (Arabic News) 

· North Korea's Kim vows to advance nuclear talks in China (Kerala) 

· Russia security services suppress several intl terror organitions (ITAR / TASS) 

· Leo Blair kidnap plot foiled (Evening Standard) 

· UN peacekeepers confront Ivorians (BBC) 

· The pope and the Koran (Jerusalem Post) 

· Selling panic closes Tokyo market (BBC) 

· U.S. Dangerous Move to Implement Its Nuclear War Scenario Blasted (DPRK News Service)
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SENIOR LEADERS ARE SAYING

They've taken their sovereignty. They've brought in an interim government, elected a transitional government, peacefully passed power, written a constitution, approved the constitution, built an army of over -- an army and police forces of over 200,000, got them into the fight, and yesterday they elected an assembly that will form a government to lead them for the next four years -- all of this against a ruthless and resilient insurgency. So a remarkable effort here in less than three years, and every man and woman who has served here or fought here owns a piece of this success, and particularly the loved ones of our fallen comrades. 

General George W. Casey 
Commanding General, Multi-National Force - Iraq
TODAY'S FOCUS

Iraq Update 

During 2005, Iraq had tremendous transitions which crystallized as a bona fide democracy. Last year, more than eight million Iraqis became participants in the democratic process to elect a transitional government. 

Iraq made an evolutionary leap in 2005, thanks to the ongoing efforts of Coalition forces and the successful development of the Iraqi Armed Forces. With the support of the Iraqi people, a new Iraq is rising from the ashes to become a legitimate player on the world stage. 

Below are some significant events highlighted:

* Army Command Sgt. Maj. William J. Gainey, senior enlisted advisor to the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, began 2005 in Iraq as the senior enlisted advisor for Multinational Corps Iraq. He witnessed the January 30 elections and said the event and subsequent elections in Iraq and Afghanistan are significant on many levels.

* 2005 saw a number of successes as a direct result of ongoing operations and cooperation with the Iraqi Army and security forces here.

* In March, the 5th Iraqi Army Division conducted its first mission in the Wasit province. The operations neutralized terrorist activity through establishing traffic control points, mounted reconnaissance patrols and gathering intelligence from local citizens. 

* Also, all 27 battalions of the Iraqi Army's nine brigades became operational with the March 20 graduation of nearly 1,500 Soldiers at Kirkush Military Training base.

* In May, control of the An-Numaniyah Iraqi Army base was transferred from Coalition forces to the Ministry of Defense. The MOD took responsibility for the base's infrastructure, life support functions and maintenance. The base is now home to a fully operational Iraqi Army brigade and training center. 

* In June, an Iraq led effort called Operation Lightning brought a 38 percent reduction in the number of detonated vehicle-borne improvised explosive devices and a 23 percent increase in the number of VBIEDs discovered before detonating. Operation Lightning was carried out by seven IA battalions, nine Iraqi Special police battalions and Coalition forces. This operation was also credited with a 10 percent reduction in IED explosions and 18 percent fewer attacks against Iraqi and Coalition forces throughout Baghdad.

* Another pivotal event in Iraq's breakthrough year came October 15, as Iraqis again embraced the power of the vote to ratify a constitution. 

* On November 30, the Iraqi flag was raised in Husaybah, symbolizing the success of the operation in the Al-Anbar province. In preparation for December's election, Operation Steel Curtain prevented foreign terrorists from entering Iraq in November. 

* The chance for the new representative government materialized on December 15, when the Iraqis again dipped their fingers in the ink and elected a permanent governing body. More than 70 percent of eligible Iraqi voters, 11 million, participated in the parliamentary elections which spurred a minimal amount of violence and a resounding feeling of unity throughout the country. 
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· U.S. Army helicopter on patrol crashed in area north of Baghdad (WP | EB) 
· Questions still linger for family of slain Soldier (WP | EB) 
· Enlisted strength declines (AT) 
· Army training programs get updated for Iraq (SS) 
· 2,000 Army military police advisers deployed to Iraq (HC) 
· U.S. Army sniper nails record shot (WT) 
· News Analysis: Guard transformation taking shape (ARNEWS)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Opinion: 'Focusing on 'success' In Iraq' (WP | EB) 
· Sunni Arabs gain American support (CSM | EB) 
· Iraq war deaths in 2005 steady from year before (USAT | EB) 
· Iraqis still await election results (NPR) 
· U.S. unsure of al-Zawahiri fate (CNN) 
· Suicide bomber kills 20 in Afghanistan (ABC News) 
· Missile attack fuels Anti-American sentiment in Pakistan (VOA)
OF INTEREST

· Relics of Walter Reed's former patients face uncertain fate (WP) 
· Class action lawsuit against Massachusetts National Guard and Pentagon (MSNBC) 
· Georgia National Guard's 48th Brigade Combat Team move to Tallil Air Base (AJC) 
· What happens when Iraqi "insurgents" take on Zarqawi's thugs? (SLATE) 
· Mexican military incursions reported (WT | EB) 
· More than 150 Fort Campbell troops return from Iraq (SS) 
· A conversation with Paul Bremer (USN) 
· Rehab center for injured Soldiers sparks controversy (Newsweek) 
· Gulf War Veterans' maladies still confound doctors (NPR)
WORLD VIEW

· Diplomats fail to agree on Iran (Aljazeera | story) 
· Pakistani president to address nation regarding U. S. strikes (Reuters | story) 
· Germany prepares for possible Bird Flu outbreak (Deutsche Welle | story) 
· Insurgents bring suicide terror to Afghanistan (The New Zealand Herald | story)a>) 
· US may have killed Ayman al-Zawahri in airstrike (The Jerusalem Post | story) 
· Merkel and Bush in 'spirited' and friendly talks (International Herald Tribune | story) 
· Iran's president - his own words (BBC News | story) 
· Europeans move towards UN action against Iran (The Independent | story)
