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SENIOR LEADERS ARE SAYING

The United States is a better and stronger country because of (Dr. Martin Luther) King's work, and he will always be remembered for his role in history.

Donald H. Rumsfeld 
Secretary of Defense
TODAY'S FOCUS

Medical Communications for Combat Casualty Care (MC4) - Part 2

Making an Impact in 2005

In 2005 alone, MC4 successfully deployed more than 6,500 systems, many of which went to the first three Stryker Brigades, 3rd Infantry Division, 10th Mountain Division, 101st Air Assault Division, the 86th and 228th Combat Support Hospitals. The successful deployment of these systems is helping to meet priorities set in the Army Campaign Plan and support Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

MC4 also helped the Task Force 44th Medical Command employ MC4 systems across the Iraqi battlefield. As a result, in May, the 86th Combat Support Hospital (CSH) began using MC4, thus becoming the first fully deployed hospital in the history of American warfare to electronically capture Service members' healthcare using the joint medical software (Theater Medical Information Program) in its facility. From May through October, the 86th CSH has used MC4 to facilitate the transfer of more than 25,000 CHCS II-T encounters, 15,000 radiology procedures, 37,000 prescription orders and 106,000 lab results. 

To date, 250-plus deployed medical units are armed with more than 9,000 MC4 systems throughout Southwest Asia. With this technology, they have transferred more than 170,000 medical encounters from the battlefield to the United States. Together these figures represent the number of Service members treated by better-informed healthcare workers who now have more accurate, up-to-date active duty medical records because of MC4 technology. 

Additionally in 2005, MC4 trained more than 2,500 medical and ancillary personnel, providing medical units with advanced knowledge and 24-hour support to use the automated systems when recording healthcare delivery in the battlefield.

Paving the way for increased responsibilities in 2006, the MC4 Product Management Office reached three important programmatic milestones in the past year, including:

* February 2005: MC4 successfully completed its formal Operational Test and Evaluation (OT&E). 

* June 2005: MC4 received a favorable Full Rate Production Decision Review (FRPDR) from its milestone decision authority, Program Executive Officer, Enterprise Information Systems (PEO EIS).

* December 2005: The Commander of the United States Army Communications-Electronics Command approved a Full Materiel Release (FMR) for the MC4 Theater Medical Information Program - Army system. An FMR is the official release of a system from the materiel developer to the users within the Army supply system.

In summary, MC4 is the most comprehensive tactical IM/IT medical system deployed in theater today. For more information on MC4, visit www.mc4.army.mil , or subscribe to www.mc4.army.mil/mc4newsletter . 
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Army closed criminal investigation of abuse allegations (MSNBC) 
· Army's rule on funerals straining Honor Guards (SDUT | EB) 
· King's legacy lives in others (ARNEWS) 
· Schoomaker champions Pakistan relief mission (AT) 
· Essay offers strong critique of U.S. Military in Iraq (NPR) 
· Soldier gets 10 months in Korean jail for adultery, breaking promise to wed (SS) 
· Brit's scathing critique causes 'fuss' (AT)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Military official predicts more attacks in Iraq (PI | EB) 
· Looters advanced on palace after U.S. handover in November (WP | EB) 
· Murder charge in the death of Iraqi general dropped (Newsday) 
· The financial cost of war (NPR) 
· Military commanders and service chiefs disagreed with Bremer in 2004 (WP | EB) 
· U.S. Army reconnaissance helicopter goes down in Mosul (ABC News) 
· Text of article by British Army Officer, BG Nigel Aylwin-Foster (MR)
OF INTEREST

· Martin Luther King Jr. honored at Pentagon breakfast (AFIS) 
· Pentagon disputes claims Soldiers' body armor is lacking (ABC News) 
· Commentary: 'Iran's perilous potential' (WT) 
· Analysis:'Is Rumsfeld bored or tired?' (SLATE) 
· U.S. Defense Secretary defends Military's actions against prisoner abuse (VOA) 
· Four Alaska Army National Guard soldiers remembered (NPR) 
· Excerpts from terrorist trial in Britain (Newsweek) 
· A major rebellion in Baluchistan (Newsweek)
WORLD VIEW

· Cleric says Iran will resist "psychological war" (Reuters | story) 
· One million animals sacrificed over three days (Arab News | story) 
· German Chancellor criticises Iran (BBC News | story) 
· 13 al Qaeda suspects arrested in Lebanon (Swissinfo | story) 
· Chronology of tragedies during Haj (Gulf News | story) 
· Iran to ban inspections if sent to UN (Aljazeera | story) 
· Eritrea questions 'legality and relevance' of US mission (Middle East Times | story) 
· Abu Hamza 'urged followers to bleed enemy' (The Guardian | story)
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TODAY'S FOCUS

Medical Communications for Combat Casualty Care (MC4) - Part 1

Medical Communications for Combat Casualty Care (MC4) develops, fields and supports a medical information management system for Army tactical medical forces, enabling a comprehensive, life-long electronic medical record for all service members, and enhancing medical situational awareness for operational commanders. By accomplishing this mission, the MC4 Product Management Office (PMO) will have provided the Army's solution to Presidential and Congressional objectives, set-forth by Title 10 in 1997, which called for a medical tracking system for all deployed Service members.

MC4 is a ruggedized system of systems containing medical software packages sent into theater to support deployed medical forces. Comprised of joint software (Theater Medical Information Program), and commercial-off-the-shelf and government-off-the-shelf products, MC4 provides the tools needed to record and transfer data from the foxhole to brick-and-mortar facilities worldwide. As a result, MC4 creates a bridge between the tactical and sustaining base IM/IT healthcare systems, connecting the battlefield to the Continental United States. 

MC4 was first deployed for contingency operations in 2003 to support Operation Iraqi Freedom. Since, deployed medical units utilize the MC4 system to gain quick, accurate access to patient histories and forward casualty resuscitation information. The system also provides units with automated tools facilitating patient tracking, medical reporting and medical logistical support. Meanwhile, combatant commanders worldwide use the MC4 system to access medical surveillance information, resulting in enhanced medical situational awareness. 

Most importantly, MC4 is helping the deployed Soldier. By equipping deployed medical units with automated resources, MC4 helps ensure Soldiers have a secure, accessible, life-long electronic medical record - which results in peace of mind for the Soldier and even-better informed healthcare providers. For the first time in history, relevant medical data flows vertically throughout levels of healthcare and to joint medical databases, while simultaneously providing data horizontally into the Army Battle Command, Combat Service Support and Communications architecture. 

To date, 10,000-plus MC4-trained deployed medical and ancillary professionals have used the system to record and transfer more than 170,000 medical encounters in theater. Sustaining these efforts, MC4 PMO maintains widespread supportability by manning a 24-hour help desk, three regional support centers in the United States, and two technical support teams in Southwest Asia, including dozens of mobile systems administrators. 

The Army recognizes that the MC4 system is an evolving capability required to support current and emerging medical information technologies needed by deployed medical forces. That is why MC4 has become a complementary system to the Future Combat System and the Future Force Warrior System. By doing so, MC4 provides an interface to these systems that enables automated assessment and remote monitoring capabilities for deployed medical forces. 

Headquartered at Fort Detrick, Md., MC4 is under the oversight of the Army Program Executive Office, Enterprise Information Systems (PEO EIS) at Fort Belvoir, Va.

For more information on MC4, visit www.mc4.army.mil , or subscribe to www.mc4.army.mil/mc4newsletter .
CALENDAR

Heroes Under Fire - True Warriors: Death from Above 

Friday, January 13 at 10:00pm EST on The History Channel .
Behind Taliban lines in the foreign and notoriously dangerous terrain of Afghanistan, three Air Force commandos go hunting for terrorists in October 2002. Flaunting the notion of capture, Andy Kubik, Calvin Markham, and Bart Decker scout potential Taliban targets on foot or by horse, provide F-16s with real-time intelligence, paint each target with a laser pointer, and watch as precision bombs obliterate Taliban strongholds. This is the story of these little-known super soldiers.
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Additional body armor to be distributed soon (WP | EB) 
· News Analysis: Guard transformation taking shape (ARNEWS) 
· Body Armor: Services try to find right mix of protection, mobility (AT) 
· Army exceeded monthly recruiting goal in December (WP | EB) 
· Eight GIs who died in helicopter crash near Tal Afar are identified (SS) 
· Army to cancel spy plane project (LAT)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Poll: 'Iraq won't be governing itself soon' (CNN) 
· Soldiers on patrol, on edge (AJC | EB) 
· 300 more Afghan Security Force members demobilized (SS) 
· Iraq inside out (NPR) 
· General refuses to be interviewed about Abu Ghraib (MSNBC) 
· Sunnis urge changes to Iraqi Constitution (Newsday) 
· Iraqi Kurd jailed in Germany for recruiting insurgents (ABC News)
OF INTEREST

· Commentary: ' U.S. won't quickly change a thousand years of tradition in Iraq' (TS) 
· More than 200 deaths in Iraq in the past week (NPR) 
· Europeans meet on Iran nuclear program crisis (CNN) 
· At least 50 people killed in stampede (MSNBC) 
· Link to article by British Officer mentioned in Tampa Tribune story (TT) 
· Military commissions resume for Guantanamo detainees (MH) 
· Afghan Poll: 'Big support for US Military presence (VOA)
WORLD VIEW

· Insurgents and Al Qaeda clash in Iraq (International Herald Tribune | story) 
· Europe risks credibility over Afghan troops (Swissinfo | story) 
· British Prime Minister proposes sanctions for Iran (Arab News | story) 
· Turkish gunman who tried to kill Pope is freed (BBC News | story) 
· Deadly crush hits Hajj (Aljazeera | story) 
· Accused imam's 'encyclopedia of holy war terror' (The Australian | story) 
· Khaddam: 'I believe Bashar ordered Hariri killing' (Gulf News | story) 
· Kidnapped German female archaeologist was a spy (Middle East Times | story) 
· Step up positive diplomacy (The Japan Times | story)
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SENIOR LEADERS ARE SAYING

We need to break free of the gravitational pull of our current doctrine, future concepts and institutional biases. Have the guts to try when you think you know the right direction. These initial efforts should be based on professional judgment, not necessary fully developed studies, analysis, and formal processes. Look at the real need, not what we would like to plan for or what you think we can resource. Set the bar realistically high. Establish stretch objectives. Don't drive people; rather develop strategies that invite people to opportunity.
Source: Arnews article 

Gen. Peter J. Schoomaker 
Chief of Staff of the United States Army
TODAY'S FOCUS

Army Prepositioned Stocks 

Army Prepositioned Stocks are protected, "go to war" assets that support the National Military Strategy by prepositioning critical war fighting stocks in strategic locations worldwide to reduce deployment response times. 

APS consists of prepositioned unit sets of equipment, operational projects, and sustainment stocks. It also includes War Reserve Stocks for Allies in Korea, Thailand, and Israel. APS equipment is currently located in 12 countries in Southwest Asia, Far East, Europe and Afloat. There are four categories of APS equipment:
* Heavy Brigade Combat Team Unit configured sets
* Operational Projects
* Sustainment
* War Reserve Stocks for Allies

Operation Iraqi Freedom was the first test of APS in a contingency. APS assets allowed the Joint Force Commander in Kuwait to rapidly build combat power. Three brigades and supporting equipment located on ships near Kuwait and Qatar were handed off to the 3rd Infantry Division which led the advance to Baghdad. 

A majority of the equipment used in theater today was provided out of APS stocks. 

APS is operated and maintained by the Army Field Support Command , a Major Subordinate Command of the Army Materiel Command . 
INFORMATION YOU CAN USE

Own the Edge: DoD to restrict cell phone use on Military Bases 

Defense Department installations have begun implementing new cell phone restrictions for drivers on military bases. 

The new regulation, published in the Federal Register in April 2005, states that anyone driving a motor vehicle on a DoD installation cannot use a cell phone unless the vehicle is safely parked or the driver is using a hands-free device. 

Many installations already have implemented the new restrictions, and the rest will implement the rules on their own schedule. There is no deadline for installations to implement the restrictions, but most will do so this year. 

This regulation was developed based on information from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, which studied driving distractions as the cause of motor vehicle accidents.

Source:DoD to Restrict Cell Phone Use on Military Bases 

NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Army exceeds recruiting goals in December (AT) 
· Army achieves December recruiting goal (Reuters) 
· Senior British officer criticizes U.S. Army (WP | EB) 
· Iraqi 'Cobra' battalion takes over FOB Bernstein (ARNEWS) 
· Army helps DNA scientists unravel Mozart mystery (ARNEWS)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· President says turmoil to be expected in Iraq (WP | EB) 
· Problems with Iraqi police are addressed (WT | EB) 
· What should the U.S. do if Iraq deteriorates further? (CSM | EB) 
· President urges setting aside political, religious differences (MSNBC) 
· Six insurgents killed in Iraq, says U.S. Military (CNN) 
· Insurgent attacks taper off during Muslim holiday (NPR) 
· Report: 'Iraq war costs could top $2 trillion' (CSM)
OF INTEREST

· Knight Ridder honored for stories on veterans' issues (MH) 
· Filmmaker tries to understand the pyschology behind hostage-taking in Iraq (Newsweek) 
· What information should reporters suppress? (SLATE) 
· Kidnapped American journalist still missing (ABC News) 
· Slate's Explainer: 'A Dangerous Pilgrimage' (NPR) 
· President says war critics 'give comfort to our adversaries' (FN) 
· Opinion: 'A lesson from Somalia' (WP) 
· Muslims' generosity turns into learning opportunity (HT)
WORLD VIEW

· Rafsanjani lashes out at international community (BBC News | story) 
· Britain urges U.N. to consider action against Iran (Reuters | story) 
· Iraqi Sunnis condemn mosque raid (Aljazeera | story) 
· Transatlantic relations with a "series of problems" (Deutsche Welle | story)
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Army Research, Development and Engineering Command (RDECOM) Part 2 

RDECOM has 17,500 personnel located at several multi-mission research, development and engineering centers throughout the United States including: 

* Armaments Research, Development and Engineering Center (ARDEC), Picatinny Arsenal, NJ - The mission of the Armament Research Development and Engineering Center is to conduct and manage research, development, and life-cycle engineering for current and future armament and munitions systems by maintaining a strong technology base in government, industry, and universities from which to evolve improved items and prevent technology surprise. Other location: Benet Labs, NY

* Army Research Laboratory (ARL), Adelphi, MD - The mission of the Army Research Laboratory is to deliver the scientific discoveries, technological advances, and the analyses that provide warfighters with the capabilities with which to execute full-spectrum operations. The U.S. Army Research Laboratory's (ARL) investment portfolio is focused on basic research and maturing technologies for transition principally to the Research, Development, and Engineering Centers (RDECs). Other locations: Aberdeen, MD; Blossom Point, MD; White Sands, NM; Research Triangle Park, NC; NASA Langley, VA; NASA Glenn, OH.

* Aviation and Missile Research, Development and Engineering Center (AMRDEC), Redstone, AL - The mission of the Aviation and Missile, Research, Development and Engineering Center is to plan, manage and conduct research, exploratory and advanced development, and provide one-stop life cycle engineering, technical, and scientific support for aviation and missile weapon systems and their support systems. These systems include UAV platforms, robotic ground vehicles, and all other assigned systems, programs and projects. Other locations: Fort Eustis, VA; NASA Ames - Moffett Field, CA; NASA Langley, VA 

* Communications-Electronics Research, Development and Engineering Center (CERDEC), Fort Monmouth, NJ - The mission of the Communications Electronics Research Development and Engineering Center is to develop and integrate Communications, Command and Control, Computers, Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance (C4ISR) Technologies that enable information dominance to the Warfighter. Other location: Fort Belvoir, VA

* Edgewood Chemical Biological Center (ECBC), Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD - The Edgewood Chemical Biological Center fosters research, development, testing, and application of technologies for protecting U.S. Warfighters and our homeland from chemical and biological warfare agents. ECBC laboratories, testing chambers, fabrication facilities, material management systems and environmental controls utilize the most advanced technologies and equipment. 

* Natick Soldier Center (NSC), Natick, MA - The Natick Soldier Center has a mission dedicated to maximizing the soldier's survivability, sustainability, mobility, combat effectiveness and quality of life by treating the soldier as a system. This is accomplished by applied research, technology development and demonstration, engineering of combat clothing, individual equipment, rations, food service equipment, airdrop systems, shelters, and organizational equipment. 

* Simulation and Training Technology Center (STTC), Orlando, FL - The mission of the Simulation and Training Technology Center is to enhance Warfighter readiness. The focus is on research and development of applied simulation technologies for learning, training, testing and mission rehearsal. STTC key competency areas are: Real-Time Human-in-the-Loop Simulation Technologies, Behavioral Representation, Shared Simulation Environments, and Partnering to optimize value. 

* Tank Automotive Research, Development and Engineering Center (TARDEC), Warren, MI - The mission of the Tank Automotive Research, Development and Engineering Center is to research, develop, engineer, leverage and integrate advanced technology into ground systems and support equipment throughout the life cycle. TARDEC is the nation's laboratory for advanced military automotive technology, and is located in the heart of the world's automotive capitol. 

RDECOM's technology expertise, analytical capabilities and unparalleled collaboration with academia and industry provide cutting edge technology to the Warfighters in all services. As the Army transforms, it must be able to exploit and apply technological solutions from across the world to a wide spectrum of threats in near real time. RDECOM gives the Army and the nation that capability.
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· U.S. Soldier describes war in poetry (NPR) 
· New books focus on plight of military wives (Newsweek) 
· 1st AD unit says goodbye to families, hello to Iraq (SS) 
· Army Reserve Soldier of the Year named (JCS) 
· Installations supporting All-American athletes (ARNEWS) 
· Soldier heroes take center stage at All American Bowl (ARNEWS)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Pentagon wants to increase U.S. commando forces (Bloomberg | EB) 
· Suicide attackers strike near shrine (CT) 
· Dozens injured as millions fill holy Saudi city (MSNBC) 
· Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff criticizes Murtha (WP | EB) 
· Intense bloodshed in Iraq continues (NPR) 
· 11 U.S. troops killed in recent violence (MSNBC)
OF INTEREST

· Islamic center project becomes lightning rod for accusations (CSM) 
· DoD to restrict cell phone use on military bases (AFIS) 
· President promotes foreign-language study (WP | EB) 
· Alleged al-Qaida operative to enter plea (ABC News) 
· Murtha says military is blaming him for recruitment slump (MH) 
· Opinion: 'Secret surveillance is not new' (CSM) 
· Workers at Fort Monmouth haven't been told when they will relocate (PI) 
· Commentary: 'Undependable Europe' (WT) 
· Muslim play explores radicalism (NPR)
WORLD VIEW

· Recent attacks condemned by victims (Reuters | story) 
· Sharon fights for his life (Arab News | story) 
· British terror suspect may be extradited to the US (BBC News | story) 
· Wife of Bosnia war crimes suspect killed in raid (Swissinfo | story) 
· Suicide attacks put Iraq's political future in doubt (Belfast Telegraph | story) 
· Ariel Sharon: a life in politics (Aljazeera | story)
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SENIOR LEADERS ARE SAYING

The Institution provides the people, resources, quality of life, and infrastructure critical to the success of our Army. The Institutional base of the Army develops proud and disciplined Soldiers and leaders committed to Army values and living the Warrior Ethos. It serves as the foundation on which we will continue to accomplish our enduring mission of providing relevant and ready land forces and capabilities to the Combatant Commanders in support of the National Security and Defense Strategies.

Dr. Francis J. Harvey 
Secretary of the United States Army 

TODAY'S FOCUS

U.S. Army All-American Bowl 

The 6th annual U.S. Army All-American Bowl will showcase the best high-school football players in the nation as it airs nationally on NBC on Saturday, January 7, 2006, at 12:00 CST/1:00pm EST. The bowl will be played at the Alamodome in San Antonio, TX.

The bowl will also showcase Army equipment and troops. Soldiers will participate in the pre-game and halftime shows, including a number who received medals in Iraq and Afghanistan.

* The Army is proud to sponsor opportunities that help youth achieve their potential. The athletes playing in the U.S. Army All-American Bowl share many of the characteristics that make Soldiers strong, including leadership, teamwork, commitment to excellence and a desire to make a difference as members of a team. 

* The U.S. Army National Band Competition will follow the game at 4 p.m. and feature competition among the nation's top high-school marching bands. A U.S. Army Cheer Clinic for high-school cheerleaders will also take place this weekend in San Antonio with a guest appearance from the Dallas Cowboy Cheerleaders.

Since 2001, the U.S. Army All-American Bowl Game has gathered the finest high school football players in the nation for an exciting clash of all-stars. This year, the game also celebrates the 2006 PARADE All-America High School Football Player of the Year, Mitch Mustain-who will be given a special award on gameday. 

See websites for more information on the event:
U.S. Army All-American Bowl site 
U.S. Army All-American Bowl information 
www.goarmy.com 
U.S. Army All-American Bowl Report 
U.S. Army All-American Bowl website 
INFORMATION YOU CAN USE

Declassified - The Taliban 
Thursday, January 5 at 10:00pm EST on the History Channel .

To the United States and the Soviet Union, Afghanistan was always a pawn in a much bigger game. First the Soviets bought them off and then the US sent in arms. The Russians sent in troops and we sent in the CIA to train the Mujahedin to kill Russians. But then came the Taliban and the pawns started moving on their own... The untold story of how the pieces turned on the players and the jihad came to Kabul and the streets of New York. 

CALENDAR

Modern Marvels- Military Movers on the 
History Channel , Thursday, January 5, 2006, at 7:00pm EST

Move millions of soldiers and tons of cargo halfway around the world and into the thick of action by using the biggest ships, the widest planes, and the strongest trucks. Today, military planners move men and equipment further and faster than ever. The United States Transportation Command, answering to the Department of Defense, runs military transport like an efficient private shipping and travel agency. From the Civil War to US Transcom, track the development of military logistics. 

NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· All-American players visit rehab center (ARNEWS) 
· Safer skies (AT | EB) 
· Soldier who led brigade in assault on Baghdad promoted (SS) 
· 'Civilians with attitude' can shape Army with survey (ARNEWS) 
· Army All-American Bowl to air Saturday (SO) 
· Army equips Baghdad embassy with e-health system (GHI)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· U.S. troops attacked in Karbala (MSNBC) 
· Iraqi progress will decide troop reductions (WT | EB) 
· U.S. expected to cut troops and spending in 2006 (CSM | EB) 
· Increase in insurgent attacks in Iraq causes concern (NPR) 
· British court rules that al-Qaida member can be extradited to the U. S. (Newsday) 
· Opinion: 'Connecting the terrorist dots' (WT) 
· DHS announces changes in how grants are distributed (CSM)
OF INTEREST

· Teacher beheaded in Afghanistan (USAT) 
· Former Wall Street Journal Correspondent become Marine (ABC News) 
· BRAC to bring jobs, economic activity (HT) 
· Editorial: 'Coping with terrorism' (The Pioneer) 
· Sharon stroke causes transfer of power (FN) 
· CIA `renditions' of terror suspects cause furor in European nations (MH) 
· Homeland security budget is still packed with pork (SLATE) 
· Not a 'pull-out', but a 'pull-back' (USN) 
· Doctors face increasing danger by insurgents (Newseek)
WORLD VIEW

· Opinion: 'Let's stop this war before more heroes are killed' (Arab News | story) 
· U.S. may move some Guantanamo inmates to Afghanistan (Swissinfo | story) 
· New leader of Dubai installed as elder leader dies (BBC News | story) 
· Conflict in E. Sudan may escalate into war (Reuters | story) 
· Norway urged to press Tamil Tigers (Aljazeera | story)
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I think that we will constantly be training and retraining and adapting to a thinking enemy. That is part of the nature of warfare and it always has been. I think it's very dangerous to assume that we will get it right and once you get it right, things won't change. The nature of battle and the nature of war is that the enemy adapts to you and you have to adapt to them. It's who can adapt the fastest and out-think the other that really makes the difference. (ARNEWS story )

Gen. Peter J. Schoomaker 
Chief of Staff of the United States Army
TODAY'S FOCUS

Army Research, Development and Engineering Command (RDECOM) Part 1 

The future of land warfare depends on the Army's ability to incorporate science and technology (S&T) into the Future Force. The U.S. Army Research, Development and Engineering Command (RDECOM) was established to consolidate S&T efforts
that accelerate the Future Combat Systems (FCS) transition. The RDECOM's mission is to provide superior technology opportunities by influencing the Army's research, development and engineering (RD&E) portfolio to ensure technology dominance of the Current and Future Joint Land Forces.

The U.S. Army Research, Development and Engineering Command became an official U.S. Army Materiel Command major subordinate command on March 1, 2004. RDECOM's objectives are to: 

* Get the right integrated technology into the hands of Warfighters quicker; 
* Integrate research, development, and engineering across the Army and the Department of Defense, universities, and other science and technology resources;
* Take advantage of opportunities rapidly, no matter where they arise. 
Established as a provisional command in October 2002, RDECOM has moved independent organizations into an integrated command of interdependent organizations. RDECOM, headquartered at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md., promotes and facilitates coordination and agility to stay ahead of ever-changing technological advances.

RDECOM vastly expands working relationships with other Army elements, industry, academia, other military services, other government agencies and international partners, by focusing on improving management, coordination and integration of research, development and engineering. The command has established Memoranda of Understanding with the U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC) and the U.S. Army Test and Evaluation Command (ATEC) to increase coordination between these commands and the Army's science and technology community. 

The relationship with TRADOC will include the full integration of doctrine, training, leadership, organization and Warfighter considerations into the technology development and transition process. Similarly, the relationship with ATEC provides comprehensive testing considerations in technology and technology programs to facilitate the rapid, effective development and transition of technology to the Warfighter.
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Abizaid: Put faith in Iraqi forces (AT) 
· A family affair for sergeant major, private serving in Korea (SS) 
· Active-duty population at Fort Lewis projected to top 30,000 within a few years (ST | EB) 
· Guard troops battle Texas wildfires (ARNEWS) 
· V Corps troops, Army band get big sendoff for second Iraq tour (SS) 
· Nomination season to open for top Guard, Reserve employer awards (AFIS)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Gen. Pace: Enemies of U.S. 'are going to have a bad year' (SS | EB) 
· U.S. allies continue to pull out of Iraq (CSM) 
· Iraqi government nominated new leader for a brigade (WP | EB) 
· No final election results until international monitors finish investigation (MSNBC) 
· Sudan native killed while serving in Iraq (WP) 
· $765 million counter-terrorism program goes to cities at greater risk (MSNBC) 
· Pace urges Iraqis to pull together (FN) 
· Opinion: 'Living, and dying, with suicide bombers' (USAT | EB)
OF INTEREST

· Soldiers blogs shut down by U.S. military (Newsday) 
· Transcript of interview with Gen. Abizaid (MH) 
· Roundtable discussion on various topics (NPR) 
· Time travel for Georgia troops (AJC) 
· Commentary: 'Secure the US against bloodless terrorist warfare' (CSM) 
· Homeland Security in the Digital Age (NPR) 
· Saddam trial to resume on Jan. 24 (CNN) 
· New book sheds light on modern warriors (USN) 
· President frustrated over delays in Patriot Act (ABC News) 
· Globalization's dark side examined (Newsweek)
WORLD VIEW

· Relief helicopters flying again in Pakistan's earthquake zone (Reuters | story) 
· Press Review: 'The 21st century's first declaration of war' (Deutsche Welle | story) 
· U.S. mine tragedy broadens (BBC News | story) 
· In Cuba, 9,240 victims - and counting (International Herald Tribune | story) 
· More bombings, more civilian deaths, less likelihood of success in Iraq (AlJazeera.com | story) 
· Saddam would rather face firing squad (Arab News | story)
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The American people are deeply in your debt. Because of what you do, how well you do it, and your willingness to do it on their behalf. (ARNEWS article )

Donald H. Rumsfeld 
Secretary of Defense

TODAY'S FOCUS

Joint Force Headquarters National Capital Region ( JFHQ-NCR)

JFHQ-NCR stood up in 2004 as an integrated force to make the nation's capital a 'hard target'.

Located at Fort Lesley J. McNair, D.D., JFHQ-NCR is responsible for:

* Land based homeland defense
* Defense support to civil authorities
* Incident management in the national capital region.

JFHQ-NCR is focused on the entire NCR, an area totaling approximately 2,500 square miles and encompassing six counties, four cities in Maryland, Virginia and the District of Columbia.

When called upon, JFHQ-NCR coordinates with the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps and Coast Guard to become a Joint task Force National Capital Region (JTF-NCR) that integrates the special abilities of each service. JTF-NCR then coordinates with civil authorities to safeguard the nation's capital. 

U.S. Northern Command (USNORTHCOM) is responsible for land homeland defense and civil support operations throughout the North American continent. JFHQ-NCR is USNORTHCOM's subordinate for safeguarding the nation's capital. 

JFHQ-NCR comprises five local military services:

* US. Army Military District of Washington
* Naval District Washington
* US Marine Corps National Capital Region
* US Air Force District of Washington
* US Coast Guard Fifth District

JFHQ-NCR is part of a team of local and federal agencies that plans, coordinates and maintains situational awareness in the National Capital Region. JFHQ-NCR will assist, if required, in federal, state and local efforts to safeguard the nation's capital. 

More than that, each military service has unique skills and capabilities, all of which are assets available to USNORTHCOM. These assets can augment those of JFHQ-NCR. 

JFHQ-NCR extends and sustains homeland defense efforts of the lead federal agency by integrating all military capability required in an emergency. It will facilitate requests for military assistance from its local partners and will receive, stage, move onward and integrate into a coordinated response those additional units.

Although not a law enforcement agency, JFHQ-NCR provides defense support to civil authorities, if required.

JFHQ-NCR is an integrated, total force prepared for the 'home game'.

Bookmark the JFHQ-NCR in your browser for ready access to latest news and information: http://www.jfhqncr.northcom.mil .
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Deployed troops believe they need to stay longer (AJC) 
· Top U.S. general says he is optimistic about future (USAT | EB) 
· Program offers reservists jobs after hurricanes (AT) 
· America Supports You: Soldier Proposes During Bowl Game Halftime (AFIS)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Divisions deepen among factions (PI |EB)
· Sunni group agrees to discuss plans for new government (MSNBC) 
· No word on fate of kidnapped activists (BS | EB) 
· U.S. will cut troop strength in Afghanistan by 2,500 (WP | EB) 
· Interviews with Iraqis outside the Green Zone (NPR) 
· Doctors, nurses treat hundreds of wounded in military hospital (MSNBC) 
· Pentagon plans to bolster foreign language skills within the military (BS) 
· President will not seek more funds for re-building Iraq (PPG)
OF INTEREST

· Afghanistan's drug trade threatens the stability of a nation (Newseek) 
· Inside the cracking of an insurgent cell (USN) 
· Troop drawdown in 2006 will depend increasingly on Iraqis (CSM) 
· How some U.S. troops spent New Years in Iraq (FN) 
· France lifts state of emergency (ABC) 
· U.S. airmen increasingly on the ground in Iraq (Newsday) 
· Commentary: 'Forum: Islamist state in Europe' (WT)
WORLD VIEW

· Results of election may take two more weeks (International Herald Tribune | story) 
· British, US ,Iraqi veterans,civilians speak on their experiences of war (BBC News | story) 
· U.S. airstrike kills Iraqi family (Reuters | story) 
· Iraqi premier, Kurd leader strike deal (Aljazeera | story) 
· Five year anniversary of German women in the military (Deutsche Welle | story) 
· Afghan government demands end to security barriers (Arab News | story)
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TODAY'S FOCUS

YEAR in PHOTOS 2005 

The Army Homepage, www.army.mil , proudly unveiled it's annual compendium of the year's best photos, "Year in Photos 2005" . Special efforts were taken to secure the rights to the iconic Soundtrack "Like a Rock" by Bob Seger. 
The technical team spent a significant amount of time choreographing the photos to the lyrics.

Special thanks to Mr. Seger and his staff for their cooperation in making this a highly successful production, and to the many wonderful military and Department of Defense photojournalists whose daily photos comprise this compelling story of our American Soldiers. 

View the special by clicking this link, http://www.Army.mil/yearinphotos/2005 .

CALENDAR

NEW YEAR MESSAGE: 

From the Staff of Stand-To!, 

Hopes for a safe and happy 2006 to all of our readers.
Thank you for your continued support and interest in Stand-To!. We look forward to continuing to provide our readers with timely information about the Army and community.
ARMY SPORTS

Upcoming: U.S. Army All-American Bowl 

** U.S. Army All-American Bowl Game ** 

January 7, 2006- Alamodome | San Antonio, TX
12pm EST (NBC) 
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Just one Medal of Honor given in OEF, OIF conflicts (AT) 
· Army mother, Air Force son spend Christmas in Baghdad (ARNEWS) 
· Kurdish troops in the Iraqi army are not in charge (MH | EB) 
· Reservists offered jobs by the Army in their hometowns (WP) 
· America Supports You: USAA Supports Guard, Reserve Employees (AFIS) 
· American military units to be paired with Iraqi commando teams (ARNEWS) 
· 2005 -- A Look Back (ARNEWS)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Anti-terror effort continues to grow with new programs (WP) 
· Shiites, Kurds met without Sunnis to plan ruling coalition. (CSM) 
· Reductions in U.S. troops will depend on Iraqi capabilities (MSNBC) 
· Iraq's election commission to release results by week's end (NPR) 
· International team agrees to review Iraq election results (ABC News)
OF INTEREST

· U.S. teen goes to Iraq in attempt to understand situation (MSNC)
· Opinion: 'I'm a Soldier, Not a Spy' (WP)
· U.S. Air Force hands over keys to Rhein-Main Air Base(TT)
· View: 'Afghanistan's New Day: A promising step for Afghan women (FN )
· More European women are turning to Islam
(CSM)
WORLD VIEW

· Hunger strikes on the rise at Guantanamo (BBC News | story) 
· South Korea cuts Iraq troops by a third (Aljazeera | story) 
· Pakistan's Islamic schools defy government deadline (The Guardian | story) 
· Increase in supervision for Iraqi forces by U.S. Soldiers (International Herald Tribune | story) 
· International team to review Iraq election results (Arab News | story)
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