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SENIOR LEADERS ARE SAYING

The Soldiers who are fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan reflect the very best of what America has to offer. They are motivated by an unwavering belief that they are serving for what is good, right and just, and that they will be victorious. (SASC Testimony, 30 Jun 2005)

Peter J.Schoomaker 
Chief of Staff, United States Army
TODAY'S FOCUS

DETAINEE OPS UPDATE 

* The Army is committed to ensuring that all of its Soldiers live up to the Army Values and the Law of War regardless of the environment or circumstances, and the Army is equally committed to ensuring that those responsible for detainee abuse are held appropriately accountable.

* The Army is committed to ensuring all Soldiers live up to the Army Values and the Law of War regardless of the environment or circumstance. 

* The Army does not tolerate detainee abuse. All allegations of detainee abuse are aggressively investigated and individuals convicted of abuse are held appropriately accountable. 

* Army policy requires that all detainees are treated humanely. 

* The Army has been committed to the continual improvement of detainee and interrogation operations, have ensured strict compliance with all applicable laws and regulations, and have perpetually informed the Congress and the American people of the progress that's been made. 

* Army detention operations and processes are transparent, open for scrutiny by other parts of the United States government, the International Committee of the Red Cross, and the media. 

In June 2005, the Department of Defense released guidance to to the military services and commands reiterating policies regarding the care and handling of enemy prisoners of war, detainees, retained persons and civilian internees.
DoD Memo 

New guidelines set forth in August 2005, will bring the proceedings closer to the traditional judge-and-jury system in the American courts. 

UNDER THE NEW RULES: 

* Only the presiding officer will rule on questions of law. And the presiding officer will not be present for deliberations, nor will he have a vote in deciding guilt or innocence or in sentencing. 

* A minimum number of officers are set who can sit on the panel for both capital and noncapital cases. Noncapital cases now require a minimum of three officers in addition to the presiding officer, while seven panel members and a presiding officer must now hear capital cases.

* Wording concerning defendants' access to the proceedings is strengthened. Under previous rules, a defendant "may be present to the extent consistent with the need to protect classified information and other national security interests."

* The defendant "shall" be present, but with the same caveats on protecting classified information and national security interests. An addition to the rules states that such protected information will be excluded from a trial if "its admission would result in denial of a full and fair trial".

* The Military Commissions Review Panel is allowed to take up to 75 days from the date it receives the official transcript to review each case. Previous rules allowed the review panel 30 days from the date a case was completed to finalize a review. 

Source-AFIS: Officials Announce Changes to Military Commissions Procedures 
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Stryker proves its worth to the Army (ND) 
· Stryker brigade preparing to put boots on the ground (ND) 
· Army transformation modeled after Stryker units (ND) 
· Pennsylvania National Guard ensure road safety in Iraq (PI | EB) 
· No evidence found in inquiry of graphic photographs (NYT/EB) 
· Inquiry into web photos yields insufficient evidence to pursue charges (WP | EB) 
· Parents of slain Soldier feud over payments (PBP | EB) 
· Army demonstrates Future Combat Systems (ARNEWS) 
· Army depot employees save $90 million (ARNEWS) 
· Army re-enlistment bonus to expire (Army Times)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Saddam Hussein's defense is in turmoil (LAT | EB) 
· Escalation of violence expected (WP | EB) 
· Top U.S. commander backs away from previous prediction (PI | EB) 
· Sudden attack from insurgents on border town (SFC | EB) 
· This time Sunnis are organized (USAT/EB) 
· Attacks by gunmen left at least six people dead (CNN) 
· NG: shortages worsened by hurricanes' demand (MSNBC) 
· Decision on reimbursements to Soldiers for body armor looms (AJC) 
· Myers holds final news conference as Chairman (AFIS)
OF INTEREST

· First all-female crew flies combat mission (DA) 
· 43 contestants battle for a spot in unmanned military vehicles race (MH) 
· Turkish women's rights group confront Hughes (WP | EB) 
· Military, lawmakers debate disaster relief role (Army Times) 
· Experts attempt to indentify bomber (SPI) 
· Bolton warns U.N. momentum to reform will stall (WT) 
· Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, has a new commander (MH | EB) 
· Germany increases troops in Afghanistan (LFT/EB) 
· Plan to deal with mobile military children in works (NVP/EB)
WORLD VIEW

· Japan considers pulling its 600 troops out of Iraq (Reuters | story) 
· Insurgents in Iraq will step up their attacks (BBC News | story) 
· Reuters international news agency makes official complaint (Aljazeera | story) 
· U.N. sets curfew for staff in Kabul (Swissinfo | story) 
· Security tightened in France after terror allegations (The Scotsman | story) 
· Insurgents importing Iraqi-style tactics into Afghanistan (The Guardian | story) 
· Opinion: 'Troops aren't answer in Afghanistan' (Deutsche Welle | story) 
· Opinion: 'If U.S. wasn't hurricane-ready, what about a terrorist attack?' (Gulf News | story)
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SENIOR LEADERS ARE SAYING

Some soldiers continue to post sensitive information on the Internet and especially on their Web logs or online diaries.
Such OPSEC violations needlessly place lives at risk and degrade the effectiveness of our operations.

General Peter J. Schoomaker 
Chief of Staff, United States Army
TODAY'S FOCUS

OPERATIONS SECURITY-OPSEC-and INTERNET SAFETY

There are new OPSEC guidelines which have been put forth by DoD and the Army regarding internet safety. Whether it is a family web page or a personal blog, safety and security measures must be strictly observed. Sensitive DoD information must not be divulged to the public at large for national security reasons.
Below are some facts regarding security and important links to sites which provide valuable and timely information regarding this important topic. 

* If you have any questions or concerns regarding the posting or dissemination of certain information, do not hesitate to contact your security or OPSEC manager.

* Photography is prohibited in most DoD facilities. Do NOT post any photographs on any websites.

* Be careful never to divulge information regarding official DoD information.

* Even if DoD information is unclassified it may not be appropriate for use of the web.

* Do not give information regarding the job you do for DoD.

* Log on to AKO to see an important message from the Chief of Staff of the Army regarding OPSEC Security.

Source: The Pentagon OPSEC Working Group
INFORMATION YOU CAN USE

For required OPSEC Training and other information:(You must have access to AKO)
Army OPSEC Support Element 

Here are some examples of some blog sites:

www.talkmilitary.com 

The Adventures of Chester: War and Foreign Affairs 

Best Military Blogs of 2004 

NPR Article regarding military use of blogs: 
Soldiers' Iraq Blogs Face Military Scrutiny 
ARMY SPORTS

NASCAR 

Race: MBNA RacePoints 400 at Dover International Speedway
Driver: Joe Nemechek
Qualified: 11
Finished: 17
Rank: 16 (no movement from last week)
Next race: October 2nd, UAW-Ford 500 at Talladega Speedway

ARNEWS Story: 'Monster Mile' snacks on military-sponsored cars in otherwise tame race 
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· 445th last mission to fly sick or wounded troops (DDN | EB) 
· Black Hawk helicopters search for thousands of cattle in LA (CT | EB) 
· England gets three years in prison, dishonorable discharge for her role (NYT | EB) 
· Commentary: Medical-hold Soldiers epitomize patriotism (ARNEWS) 
· Security forces prep for Iraq's constitutional referendum (ARNEWS) 
· Concern over misuse of internet site sparks inquiry (NYT/EB) 
· Guard officers were preoccupied with protecting nerve center from the waves (NYT/EB) 
· Nine nations kickoff Coalition exercise in England (ARNEWS) 
· Myers holds final news conference as Chairman (DA)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Al Qaeda will have difficulty replacing its No. 2 man (LAT | EB) 
· Zarqawi and associates are dominant opposition force (WP | EB) 
· Bomber who penetrated the Green Zone is captured (WP | EB) 
· Army captain criticizes inquiry methods (NYT/EB) 
· Soldier dishonorably discharged for Abu Ghraib scandal (MSNBC) 
· Blair pledged to keep British troops in Iraq (NYT)
OF INTEREST

· Pentagon may be in charge of search-and-rescue efforts (NYT | EB) 
· Marine to be American face of Arab news network (Time | EB) 
· U.S. forces will leave their base in Uzbekistan (USAT/EB) 
· Female suicide bomber attacked Iraqi army recruitment center (USAT) 
· Training academy for the Iraqi military opens (PPG) 
· Trial of military intelligence interrogator to begin (MH) 
· Soldiers give NBA rookies lessons in leadership (ARNEWS) 
· Military to downsize Kuwait presence, training (Army Times) 
· Anti-terrorist database is working (FO)
WORLD VIEW

· England receives sentence, blames boyfriend (Aljazeera | story) 
· Recruitment center bombed by Iraqi woman (Reuters | story) 
· Iran reflecting on its war with Iraq (BBC | story) 
· U.N. says too dangerous to send Iraqi asylum-seekers home (Gulf Times | story) 
· Iraqis resent short jail term for Engalnd (Swissinfo | story) 
· Gaza shelled first time since Israeli withdrawl (New Zealand Herald | story) 
· Blair pledges to remain top ally of U.S. (International Herald Tribune | story)
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SENIOR LEADERS ARE SAYING

Every time our nation calls, American servicemen and women answer undaunted, with selfless courage and unwavering determination. Time and time again, I am met by Soldiers saying not, 'look what I have given for my country,' but rather, 'what more can I give for my country'.

General Richard A. Cody 
Vice Chief of Staff, United States Army
TODAY'S FOCUS

The National Armed Forces Physical and Rehabilitation Center

On Sept. 22, 2005, Wounded warriors and military leaders broke ground for what is to be the nation's premiere rehabilitation center for amputees- The National Armed Forces Physical and Rehabilitation Center, located in Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 

* The $40-million facility will be privately funded and adjacent to Brooke Army Medical Center, www.bamc.amedd.army.mil ,along with two new 21-bedroom Fisher Houses. 

* The foundation currently has six houses under construction. The houses offer psychological first aid for the wounded, providing a stress-free living environment and peer support during the recovery process. 

* The rehabilitation center and lodging complex have a projected completion date of January 2007. 

* They will serve wounded troops and veterans who have sustained severe injuries requiring extensive medical care and therapy.

* The Fisher Houses will provide lodging for the families of the wounded warriors as their loved ones work their way through the recovery process. 

* The houses will be constructed adjacent to the rehabilitation center. 

The Fishers said that the Army's surgeon general assisted them in making the National Armed Forces Rehabilitation Center a reality by getting the Department of Defense to give the project a green light and provide a proffer for the land.

More information on the non-profit organizations dedicated to supporting the men and women of the United States Armed Forces and their families:

* The Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund, www.fallenheroesfund.org 
* the Fisher House Foundation, www.fisherhouse.org 

Source: ARNEWS- Army breaks ground on new Rehab Center 
CALENDAR

2005 Eisenhower National Security Conference 

Army's Eisenhower Series hosts the 2005 Eisenhower National Security Conference entitled Shaping National Security: National Power in an International World on Sept. 27-28. 

Co-sponsors include the National Committee on American Foreign Policy, Center for Humanitarian Cooperation, The Matthew B. Ridgway Center for International Security Studies and the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars. 

For more information and to watch the webcast, visit the Eisenhower National Security Conference Web site www.eisenhowerseries.com/2005ensc . 
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· NG response to Rita more focused and orderly (CSM) 
· Chronic shortage of the equipment Guard members need (CSM | EB) 
· Al Qaeda's No. 2 operative in Iraq has been killed (CNN) 
· Army breaks ground on new Rehab Center (ARNEWS) 
· Senators draft new rules for Guard activation (Army Times) 
· Afghan army learns how to counter IEDs (DA) 
· England could get10-Year term in Abu Ghraib case (WP | EB)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Maj. Gen.Maples nominated to be director of DIA (NYT | EB) 
· Insurgents kill teachers in elementary school (WP | EB) 
· Draft constitution deepened the divide among Iraq's factions (WP | EB) 
· Wounded Soldiers face challenges (AJC | EB) 
· Afghan insurgents recruiting younger fighters, changing tactics (PI | EB) 
· Al Qaeda Abu Azzam killed by U.S.-led forces (WP) 
· NATO Secretary-General arrives in Baghdad in unannounced visit (MSNBC)
OF INTEREST

· Bush seeks to amend federal law regarding military relief (NYT | EB) 
· Spanish tribunal convicted 18 of terrorism in attack (LAT | EB) 
· Masked al Qaeda anchorman gives newscast on internet (WP | EB) 
· Afghanistan, Pakistan to work more closely in the hunt for al Qaeda and Taliban (WP | EB) 
· Protestor Mom arrest coverage dampened by Rita (WT) 
· Meyers says outcome,consequences greater than World War II (USAT | EB)
WORLD VIEW

· Multiple news stories from Iraq (The Guardian | story) 
· Al Qaeda's second-in-command in Iraq, killed (Reuters | story) 
· Syrian head of a Spanish-based al-Qaida convicted (Aljazeera | story) 
· Suicide bomber killed 10 people outside Oil Ministry (The Australian | story) 
· Sheehan arrested near White House (Swissinfo | story) 
· Website examines main groups and motives behind insurgency (BBC | story) 
· Television anchor targeted in a car bombing (The Gulf Times | story)
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SENIOR LEADERS ARE SAYING

The delivery of the first FCS systems will mark the introduction of the next-generation of combat systems and sensors, and of a network that will for the first time link all the sensor pictures gathered across the modern battlefield.

BG(P) Charles Cartwright 
Future Combat Systems, Program Manager Unit of Action

TODAY'S FOCUS

FUTURE COMBAT SYSTEMS- Part 2 

* Future Combat Systems (FCS) is the Army's modernization program consisting of a family of manned and unmanned systems connected by a common network that enables the modular force, providing our Soldiers and leaders with leading-edge technologies and capabilities allowing them to dominate in complex environments.

* The Army's Future Combat Systems (FCS) network allows the FCS Family-of-Systems (FoS) to operate as a cohesive system-of-systems where the whole of its capabilities is greater than the sum of its parts. 

* As the key to the Army's transformation, the network, and its logistics and Embedded Training (ET) systems, enable the Future Force to employ revolutionary operational and organizational concepts. 

* The network enables Soldiers to perceive, comprehend, shape, and dominate the future battlefield at unprecedented levels as defined by the FCS Operational Requirements Document (ORD). 

* All Soldiers in the Modular Force are part of the Soldier as a System (SaaS) overarching requirement encompassing everything the Soldier wears, carries, and consumes to include unit radios, crew served weapons, and unit specific equipment in the execution of tasks and duties. 

* All Soldiers systems will be treated as an integrated System of Systems (SoS). 

* The FCS Soldier, as defined by Soldier as a System (SaaS), meets the need to improve the current capability of all Soldiers, regardless of Military Occupational Specialty (MOS), to perform Army Common Tasks and functions more efficiently and effectively. 

* Soldier as a System (SaaS) establishes a baseline for core Soldier requirements, and establishes the foundation for specific or mission unique Warrior Programs (Land, Mounted, and Air). 

Link to FCS- On the Network the Strong become Stronger site on www.army.mil/fcs 
INFORMATION YOU CAN USE

Department of Defense Constitution Day and Citizenship Day Website 

This website and course that follows were developed to assist DoD employees in learning more about this most powerful and enduring document, the U.S. Constitution.



 HYPERLINK "http://constitutionday.cpms.osd.mil/" \o "http://constitutionday.cpms.osd.mil/" \t "_blank" Link to the course 
There are several learning objectives for this course. At the conclusion of the course you will be able to: 
* Recognize the major political events that necessitated the writing of the U.S. Constitution. 
* Identify the basic concepts embodied in the U.S. Constitution. 
* Recall the direct link that DoD employees have with the U.S. Constitution. 

The Memorandum from the Under Secretary of Defense regarding the objectives of the course. Memorandum 
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Korean war hero receives MOH (ARNEWS) 

· Fifth U.S. Army supports Rita relief operations (AFIS) 

· Fort Sam Houston serves as FEMA forward base (AFIS) 

· Charley Company's dangerous mission (PI | EB) 

· Army officer commands respect from locals (WT | EB)

WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Pentagon reassess enemy in Iraq (WT | EB) 

· Pentagon to take over aid to Iraq ministries (WP | EB) 

· Coalition, Iraqi forces record successes against insurgents (AFIS) 

· Taliban changes strategy (CSM | EB) 

· McCain backs amendment for military to not engage in detainee abuse (LT | EB) 

· War supporters give praise to military In Iraq and Afghanistan (WP | EB) 

· Gold Star families lead rally to support troops, their mission (AFIS) 

· Pentagon defends its growing reliance on contractors overseas (IHT | EB)

OF INTEREST

· Air Force crews combing coast; other military assets providing aid (AFIS) 

· Bush visits military hurricane-relief hub at U.S. Northern Command (AFIS) 

· Let military run storm relief? (AJC | EB) 

· N. Korea warns of its capability against U.S. 'deterrent' (MH | EB) 

· Iran threatens to ban nuclear inspectors (NYT | EB) 

· Vietnam war hero finally receives Silver Star (AFIS) 

· Pentagon sponsors race for combat robots (WT | EB) 

· California's National Guard may be getting spread thin (LAT | EB) 

· American Red Cross continues mission to support troops (AFIS) 

· Venezuela could get three Russian subs (MH | EB)

WORLD VIEW

· Israel continues air strikes on Gaza Strip (BBC News | story) 

· China and India renew border discussions (China Daily | story) 

· United States to help Kuwaiti women hone political skills (Arab Times | story) 

· Russia criticizes Security Council move on Iran (Syria Times | story) 

· United States to discuss Pakistan-Afghanistan border fencing (IRNA | story) 

· Egypt and Saudi Arabia show support for Syria (Jerusalem Post | story) 

· U.S. press reports on Egypt's elections (Middle East Times | story) 

· Japan and United States to create joint command center (Japan Times | story) 

· USFK to end chartered service to save costs (Korea Herald | story)
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WHAT THEY'RE SAYING

The American Soldiers had great compassion for us. Even though we were filthy, we stunk and had diseases, they picked us up and brought us back to life. I made a promise that I would go to the United States and join the Army to express my thanks.

Corporal Tibor "Ted" Rubin 
Medal of Honor recipient
TODAY'S FOCUS

Medal of Honor recipient, CPL Tibor "Ted" Rubin 

Army Values 

* CPL Rubin's personal courage and selfless service in overcoming adversity exemplify the Army values and Warrior Ethos.

* CPL Rubin risked his life daily for two and a half years to keep his fellow Soldiers hopeful and alive in two of the worst prisoner of war camps in Korea. Because of his actions, more than 40 Soldiers survived "Death Valley"
and Pyoktong. 

Army Diversity 

* Our Army is stronger because it draws from the talents and experiences of its diverse force. 

* CPL Rubin refused to quit -- drawing on his hard-won experiences and skills as a Holocaust concentration camp survivor.

* CPL Rubin refused to let others quit -- inspiring and enabling 40 of his fellow Soldiers to survive a Korean and Chinese POW camp where many had died.

Volunteer Army: Call to Duty 

* CPL Rubin answered the call to duty in gratitude to the nation that rescued him from the Nazi concentration camp of Mauthausen.

* CPL Rubin volunteered to be on the front lines at great personal risk.

* Oct. 30, 1950, he manned a 30 caliber machine gun mounted on a weapons carrier to defend his unit from being overrun by the Chinese 39th Army - first wave in a push of 20,000 troops across the Yalu River.

* He stayed at his post, he never quit his post and defended it [to] the very end." - the late SFC "Buck" Burgess

* CPL Rubin was grateful that his service would speed his application for U.S. citizenship.

see the video 

read the narrative 


CALENDAR

Extreme Makeover: Home Edition - Two hour season premier. Master Sgt. Luis Rodriguez and family receive an extreme home make over.

www.abc.com Sept. 25th at 7:00 pm. 
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Detainee Details- accountability and progress (NR) 
· 'Extreme makeover' rebuilds home of Army family (ARNEWS) 
· National Guard, military taking precautions in light of Rita (WP | EB) 
· Army preparing for Hurricane Rita (ARNEWS) 
· New manual sets recovery doctrine (ARNEWS) 
· Military prepares response to Hurricane Rita (AFIS) 
· Bush pays tribute to Gold Star mothers (Army Times) 
· New garrison opens doors to Afghan troops (DA) 
· Anaconda opens Matt Maupin Computer Lab (ARNEWS)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Karzai and U.S.- conflicting thoughts on air strikes (PI | EB) 
· Iraqis worry about hurricanes Katrina and Rita (USAT | EB) 
· Propagandists in Iraq mobilized to sway the views of reporters (LAT | EB) 
· A suicide bomber set off explosives in a public bus in Baghdad (MSNBC) 
· Protestors to march on National Mall ( PPG) 
· 4ID brigade wraps up NTC training, preps for Iraq (ARNEWS)
OF INTEREST

· Korean war veteran to get Medal of Honor (MC) 
· Alabama Capt. helps Iraqi child regain sight (AJC) 
· Honoring Medal of Honor recipients (MC) 
· Rescue missions moving for NG Soldier (NYT | EB) 
· Families of troops say anti-war group do not represent them (WT | EB) 
· Texas NG to send tanker trucks to thousands stranded (CNN)
WORLD VIEW

· 10,000 troops on standby for search and rescue for Rita (BBC | story) 
· Widow of bomber says radicals poisoned his mind (Reuters | story) 
· Car bomb explodes in a central Baghdad (Aljazeera | story) 
· England trial brings damaging testimony (Swissinfo | story) 
· British soldiers describe mob scene (The Scotsman | story) 
· Concern over low turnout for Afghanistan's elections (The Guardian | story) 
· China must take steps to assure U.S. (The Australian | story) 
· Iran and Afghanistan explore expanding relations (Islamic Republic News Agency | story)
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SENIOR LEADERS ARE SAYING

The Future Combat Systems Program is no longer just a drawing board concept. It is becoming a reality! 
Dr. Francis J. Harvey 
Secretary of the Army

Future Combat Systems Technology Demonstration Day 
TODAY'S FOCUS

FUTURE COMBAT SYSTEMS 

Future Combat Systems - An Overview 

I. Our Army: "Our Army will remain the pre-eminent land power on Earth- composed of adaptive and innovative Soldiers, led by experienced Leaders, organized into deployable elements, and enabled by advanced technologies, all of which assure domination in any scenario as directed by our nation."

· Our Nation is at war and will continue to be engaged in a long, evolving conflict against learning, adaptive adversaries-- requiring Soldiers to conduct military operations worldwide, ranging from humanitarian assistance to combat.

· We are building an Army for the future that is the kind of Army we need for the future. Your Army is modernizing in many ways to enable Soldiers and leaders, as part of the Joint Team, to dominate in any environment against current and emerging threats. We must continue to improve how we think, train, organize, and equip.

· Continued and consistent investment in leader development, training and technology guarantees the necessary capabilities, today and in the future, for the American Soldier, the Joint Team, and the Nation.

II. Embedded Future Combat Systems: "Future Combat Systems (FCS) is the Army's modernization program consisting of a family of manned and unmanned systems, connected by a common network, that enables the modular force, providing our Soldiers and leaders with leading-edge technologies and capabilities allowing them to dominate in complex environments."
· Our adversaries are adapting and honing their skills to defeat our current strengths and abilities. Our modular formations, enabled by Future Combat Systems, will ensure our Soldiers and Leaders have the capabilities they need to win decisively when and where the nation calls. The FCS program is the fastest and surest way to modernize the Army.

· The FCS program is a holistic approach to designing and producing a family of manned and unmanned systems that are fully networked, information based, and integrated across the Army as part of the Joint Team. With FCS, the Army takes advantage of technologies as they are developed and expeditiously puts them into the hands of Soldiers.

· Modernization without FCS sacrifices capabilities, decreases integration, and increases costs. If we progress in a traditional way with individual evolutionary enhancements, we surrender our advantage and increase the risk to our Soldiers, and ultimately, to our Nation. 
ARMY SPORTS

ARMY FOOTBALL 
Army Black Nights 
Friday, Sept. 23, 2005- IOWA STATE West Point, N.Y. ESPN2 8:00 PM
www.goarmysports.com 
This game will also be streamed live on AKO.
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Harvey says critical that FCS program be kept intact (DD/EB) 
· Rubin to receive Medal of Honor (USAT | EB) 
· Ft. Lewis troops help build highway for Afghans (ST | EB) 
· Vice chief honors fallen, missing warriors (ARNEWS) 
· Commentary: Is Iraq another Vietnam? (ARNEWS) 
· U.S. Troops help launch Afghan radio station (DA) 
· GEDs no longer required (AT) 
· Army ten-miler for more than runners (Pentagram)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Georgia Army NG providing security for major highways and bases (AJC | EB) 
· Iraqi troops demonstrate newly learned skills (WP) 
· Angry anti-British demonstration in the southern city of Basra (NYT/EB) 
· Hussein's lawyers won't recognize the Oct. 19 start of trial (BG/EB) 
· All 26 members of NATO provide training/equipment to Baghdad (NYT/EB) 
· Insurgent raid leaves Iraqi forces dead (CNN) 
· Crowds condemn British forces for raiding a jail (WP)
OF INTEREST

· Harvard reverses policy of barring recruiters (LAT/EB) 
· 5,000 Texas NG troops mobilized for Rita threat (WP | EB) 
· 82nd Airborne, troops on stand by (NYT/EB) 
· Different versions of events raise questions in Basra (PPG) 
· SOCOM: Able Danger data flow was blocked (TT) 
· Husband and wife serve the 82nd Airborne in Afghanistan (FO)
WORLD VIEW

· Iran and Iraq remember eight-year war in the 1980s (BBC | story) 
· Palestinian president rejects plea to disarm (Aljazeera | story) 
· British forces feared their men would be executed (The Australian | story) 
· Iran showed off its military might,warned potential aggressors (Reuters | story) 
· Defence officials admit security situation may get worse (The Guardian | story) 
· Palestinian elections to put Israel and Palestinians on explosive course (The Jordan Times | story)
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SENIOR LEADERS ARE SAYING

What's important for the people to know about Iraq and Afghanistan and, indeed this struggle against extremism throughout the world, is that we are a blessed country with the great good fortune of having so many wonderful young men and women volunteer to serve in the Armed Services. 

Donald H. Rumsfeld 
Secretary of Defense
TODAY'S FOCUS

The Official U.S. Army Game: America's Army 

America's Army www.americasarmy.com is a highly realistic and innovative PC video game developed by the U.S. Army. In this game, players face their first tour of duty along with fellow players. They virtually experience situations common to Soldiers in the U.S. Army. There are realistic depiction of the values, units, equipment and career opportunities. Players are able to learn about the various roles that you can play in America's Army and intense Army training.

America's Army has grown to be phenomenally successful, as an online game and as a communications tool for the Army. With over 5.5 million registered users, and adding over 100,000 new players per month. Emphasis on the Army's values, authenticity, and social responsibility have created a uniqueness in the marketplace for the brand and the game. 

Many recruiters are using the popularity and exploratory value of America's Army to create their own local recruiting events.

* America's Army is one of the five most popular PC action games played online. It provides players with the most authentic military experience available, from exploring the development of Soldiers in individual and collective training to their deployment in simulated missions in the War on Terror. 

* In America's Army: Special Forces, players attempt to earn Green Beret status by completing individual and collective training missions drawn from the Special Forces Assignment and Selection (SFAS) process.

* Players who complete the SFAS process have the opportunity to take on elite Special Forces roles and are qualified to play in multiplayer missions with units ranging from the elite 82d Airborne Division to the 75th Ranger Regiment. 

For more information about downloading the game, go to the Official Army Recruiting Site: www.goarmy.com 

Sources: GoArmy.com
Americasarmy.com
ARMY SPORTS

ARMY FOOTBALL 
Army Black Nights 

Friday, Sept. 23, 2005- IOWA STATE West Point, N.Y. ESPN2 8:00 PM
www.goarmysports.com 
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· LA convention center to be used as Army field hospital (CNN) 
· Court case on military leave continues (WP/EB) 
· Soldiers take pulse of Iraq with 'atmospherics' (ARNEWS) 
· U.S. Troops train Iraqi soldiers to save lives (DA) 
· 'Extreme makeover' rebuilds home of Army family (ARNEWS)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Recent rash of violence against Americans in Iraq (WP | EB) 
· Operation Sayaid aimed at securing border around Qaim (WP | EB) 
· Rival militias usurp Basra's police force (WT) 
· Former contractor charged with ID fraud (WT) 
· Legislators prevent deposed president from representing himself (LAT | EB) 
· Saudi insurgents contribute thousands to cause (CSG) 
· Karzai tells U.S. airstrikes are no longer effective (USAT)
OF INTEREST

· Lt. Gen. Honore bristles at questions regarding evacuations (USAT | EB) 
· Focus on shutting down insurgent training camps/financial support (WP | EB) 
· High schools are a new battleground (USAT | EB) 
· E-Ring not true to reality (WP | EB) 
· U.S. increasing pressure on Syria (USAT | EB) 
· Suspected militants, accused of recruiting jihadists, tried in Jordan (MSNBC) 
· U.N. Security Council warns of continued Al-Qaida threat (NYDN) 
· Sadr followers clash with British troops in Basra (CSM)
WORLD VIEW

· Taliban dismiss legislative polls, vow disruption (Reuters | story) 
· Roadside bombs hit three US convoys in and around Baghdad (Aljazeera | story) 
· Annual Interpol meeting spotlights terrorism and crime (Deutsche Welle | story) 
· 'Rogue elements' in Iraq's police must be rooted out (BBC News | story) 
· Basra bloodshed linked to encouragement from Iran (The Australian | story) 
· Violence flares as 16 Iraqis were killed yesterday (Gulf Times | story)
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I want to congratulate the Afghan government and people for the successful Parliamentary and provincial elections. The elections are further evidence of Afghanistan's continuing democratic development. The extremist elements that once again attempted to disrupt the electoral process have failed, and the Afghan people, as they courageously made their ways to the polls, demonstrated their determination to proceed down a democratic path.

Dr. Condoleezza Rice 
Secretary of State 

Full text Elections in Afghanistan 
TODAY'S FOCUS

The New Afghanistan: Progress and Accomplishments 

Sunday, September 18, 2005, was the historic day of the first free legislative elections in more than a quarter of a century in Afghanistan.
Afghans vote in landmark poll - CNN.com

Timeline: 
* An estimated 8.4 million Afghans turned out to cast ballots in Afghanistan's historic presidential election October 9, 2004. Eighteen candidates, including one female candidate, ran in the election. According to the United Nations, more than 10 million Afghans registered to vote, 41 percent of whom were women. The United States provided $78 million - 40 percent - of the $198 million needed to prepare for and carry out the election.

* On December 7, 2004, Hamid Karzai was sworn in as Afghanistan's first democratically elected head of state. 

* On March 3, 2005, three years after the fall of the Taliban, Afghanistan appointed its first ever-female provincial governor. Habiba Sarobi, who previously served as Minister for Women's Affairs, will head the government of Bamiyan province. 

* On September 18, 2005, the Afghan people returned to the polls to elect representatives to the Lower House of the National Assembly and members of Provincial Councils. Once the National Assembly has been seated, the transitional process by which the Afghan people have emerged from years of civil war, political violence and misrule to achieve sovereignty and freedom under democratic rule will conclude.

More on Afghanistan: 
U.S. Department of State- U.S. Info.State.Gov
U.S. Department of State's Bureau of International Information Programs 

Elections in Afghanistan 
Bureau of Public Affairs, U.S. Department of State.

Source: U.S. Department of State 

CALENDAR

* BOUND FOR GLORY- September 20, 10 P.M., ESPN-2, [PREMIERE] ESPN2 

* WARRIOR: FROM CIVILIAN TO SOLDIER - Septembe 23,
8 P.M., DISCOVERY TIMES
Discovery Times Channel times 
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Equipment shortages hurt Guard efforts (USAT | EB) 
· Federal and State prepared to respond to Rita (MH | EB) 
· Army to borrow funds dedicated to buying armored vehicles for troops in Iraq. (WSJ | EB) 
· Voting places secured by 82nd Airborne Soldiers (FO | EB) 
· No regrets second time around (ARNEWS) 
· Army continues new Humvee safety upgrades (ARNEWS) 
· Army paratroopers keep watch over New Orleans neighborhood (AFIS)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Thousands of Shi'ite pilgrims descend on Karbala (WT | EB) 
· Iraq new training ground for al-Qaeda terrorists (NYDN | EB) 
· Iraqi journalist for NYT found dead in Basra (NYT/EB) 
· State Dept employee and three security contractors killed Monday (CNN.com) 
· More work to be done in Afghanistan (NYT/EB)
OF INTEREST

· Debates over defense budget/ QDR expected (Avaiation Week/EB) 
· Military disaster relief role faces potential obstacles (BS | EB) 
· Buffalo Soldier laid to rest at Arlington (WP) 
· Al- Qaeda claims responsibility for July 7 bombings (WP | EB) 
· Admiral praises troops' efforts along the Gulf Coast (HSB/EB) 
· Afghans, coalition provide safe environment for voters (AFIS)
WORLD VIEW

· Afghan elections: al Qaeda condemned it as a farce (Reuters | story) 
· Al-Zawahiri dismissed legitimacy of Afghan elections (Aljazeera | story) 
· Alleged brutality by Uzbek officials throughout the state (The Guardian | story) 
· British Army rescue soldiers from Iraqi police (Swissinfo | story) 
· Afghan ballots transported under tight security (International Herald Tribune | story) 
· Secretary of State meets with Arab and European representatives at UN (Jerusalem Post | story) 
· Afghans begin counting votes after election (China Daily News | story)
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Hispanic Americans continue to make a vital contribution toward the nation's defense, including the global war on terrorism in Afghanistan, Iraq and elsewhere around the world. These troops are helping bring liberty to the oppressed and creating a better world for the next generation, which will no longer have to be fearful and terrorized. The nation's Hispanic service members, with their proven devotion to faith, the community and the country, are critical to achieving that goal.

Donald H. Rumsfeld 
Secretary of Defense

TODAY'S FOCUS

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 

Hispanic Heritage Month begins on September 15th. 
· The term Hispanic, as defined by the U.S. Census Bureau, refers to Spanish-speaking people in the United States of any race. 
· On the 2000 Census form, people of Spanish/Hispanic/Latino origin could identify themselves as Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, or "other Spanish/Hispanic/Latino." 
· More than 35 million people identified themselves as Hispanic or Latino on the 2000 Census. 
· The Army is a member agency of the National Council of Hispanic Employment Program Managers (NCHEPMs) and is represented on that Council by the Director for the Army's Hispanic Employment Program, Mrs. Delia Ramirez Trimble. 
· The Army has many senior leader of Hispanic heritage who proudly serve the Army and the nation. (See the website for more on this topic). 
· The mission of the NCHEPMs is to provide information on employment and career advancement opportunities to Hispanics Americans, assist Federal management officials in implementing a strategic and results-oriented Hispanic Employment Program, and work to assure that Hispanics are employed equitably at all levels of the Federal government. 


View the special ARMY HOMEPAGE SITE dedicated to Hispanic Americans in the U.S.Army, www.army.mil/hispanicamericans 
There are English and Spanish language versions of this site. This is the first time there has been a Spanish language capability on the website. This feature will be enhanced in the very near future.
WEEKEND SPORTS WRAP-UP

A great weekend for our NHRA team!
* NHRA 
Race: NHRA Nationals in Reading, PA
Driver: Tony Schumacher
Qualified: 1
Finished: Won the race
Rank: 1 

Driver: Angelle Sampey
Qualified: 4
Finished: Won the race
Rank: 3

Next Race: Sept. 22-25, O'Reilly NHRA Fall Nationals in Ennis, TX
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· CA National Guard doing their job (LAT | EB) 
· Guard needs upgrades in equipment, materials (HSB | EB) 
· Paratroopers ready city for upcoming election (DA) 
· D.C. National Guard Soldier torn between the job and family (WT/EB) 
· BRAC: Decision final unless Congress acts (WP | EB) 
· Hurricane leaves wave of scams in its wake (ARNEWS) 
· Soldier receives shelter after hurricane (ARNEWS) 
· Army inactivates oldest air defense battalion (ARNEWS)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Millions of Afghans voted Sunday: first election in quarter of a century (NYT | EB) 
· Taliban unable to stop election in Afghanistan (USAT) 
· Iraqis bombarded with propaganda after week of violence ( SDUT) 
· British Soldiers arrested two prominent members Sadr militia (WP | EB) 
· Iraqi charter causes concerns over role of Islam, women's rights (WSJ/EB) 
· Former president says Taliban and al-Qaeda should be priorities (WP | EB)
OF INTEREST

· Election seen as success amid danger and Taliban protests (PI) 
· North Korea agrees to give up entire nuclear program (CNN) 
· Army Corps of Engineers getting close to completing the job (LAT | EB) 
· Debate over revamp of future space projects (WSJ/EB) 
· JROTC: Army acknowledges programs can help attract soldiers (WP | EB) 
· Kurdish member of Iraqi parliament killed (CSG)
WORLD VIEW

· Shi'ites gather at religious festival under threat of war (Reuters | story) 
· Explosive device detonated at the British embassy in Croatia (Aljazeera | story) 
· No timetable for Iraq withdrawl, says Defence Secretary John Reid (Gulf Times | story) 
· NATO deems Afghan election a success (Islamic Republic News Agency | story) 
· Iraqi government corruption was more than $1 billion (Swissinfo | story) 
· Nephew of Saddam sentenced to life in prison (The Guardian | story)
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