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SENIOR LEADERS ARE SAYING

The Army is transforming to meet the challenges of the 21st century. New weapons systems and state-of-the-art technology are important parts of the Army's overall transformation, but the key is the Soldier. Army Outreach is dedicated to: Building and sustaining relationships of trust between Soldiers and Americans, connecting Soldiers with the American public, and continuing to tell the Soldier story.

COL Garrie Dornan
Chief, Army Outreach Division

TODAY'S FOCUS

Army Outreach Web Site 

Announcing the implementation of the Army Outreach Web Site. The full launch of the site for the public will be on November 7, 2005. The new site will serve as a valuable resource for public affairs officers around the world to help better connect the Army with our citizenry.

Features of the outreach Web site are:

* A comprehensive, searchable, interactive calendar of outreach events. 

* For the public, this resource will increases awareness of and ability to participate in the hundreds of outreach activities taking place across the country. 

* For PAOs, the calendar will be a powerful tool to publicize your public events to the 6 to 12 million visitors army.mil has each month. 

* The calendar will provide the Soldiers, leaders, civilians and families throughout the Army with a view of the enormous amount of community relations and outreach initiatives taking place Army-wide - including activities they may wish to include in their own schedules. 

* Easy access to installation Web sites that have links posted on the calendar.

* Snapshots of the Army's many ongoing Outreach programs. 

* A photo gallery with images that can be used to promote local events. 

* Answers to questions ranging from Army benefits to requesting Army assets, to obtaining lost medals or military records.

* A directory of Army Outreach professionals ready to respond to customer needs.

See www.army.mil/outreach and review the Web site now during the pre-launch period. 

CALENDAR

60 MINUTES 

60 Minutes The Road To Baghdad Segment on Fighting 69th - a feature story of the Fighting 69th (NYANG) guarding the Baghdad Airport Road this Sunday 6 November. A CBS 60 Minutes crew was embedded for more than a week with the 69th in August 2005 just prior to the unit's end of tour. 

A FAMILY AT WAR 

During the month of November: Independent Lens film on PBS chronicles one family's struggle to deal with their son's death in Iraq and the continuing political fallout from the war.

Independent Lens is broadcast on most PBS stations on Tuesdays at 10:00 p.m. EST (check local listings in your area)www.pbs.org 
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Number of black enlisted troops decline significantly (USAT) 
· Chaplain banned from position after assault charges (AT) 
· 212th MASH unit treats stoic Pakistanis (SS) 
· The share of African-American Army enlistments drops to 1 in 7 (USAT | EB) 
· Army Retirement Services celebrate 50 years of service (SO) 
· Troops' repair skills critical to mission, lives (DA) 
· Freedom Team Salute recognizes Army family (ARNEWS) 
· Leaders tie re-enlistment success to camaraderie, support (AFIS)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· U.S. troop drawdowns from Iraq not assured after elections (WT | EB) 
· Georgia National Guard trainers face challenges with troops (AJC | EB) 
· Residents of Iraqi capital celebrate end of Ramadan (WP | EB) 
· Heavily fortified green zone could be compromised (WT | EB) 
· Parents of captured Soldier to meet with Pentagon officials (WP | EB) 
· Pentagon will meet with parents of missing Soldier (MSNBC) 
· Al Qaeda in Iraq threatens more attacks on diplomats (FN)
OF INTEREST

· Back-to-back tragedy for family in Mississippi (ST) 
· Military is leaning heavily for recruits in economically depressed areas (TT) 
· Cubans protest at two-day Summit of the Americas (CNN) 
· Musharraf postponing purchase of F-16 warplanes (CNN) 
· Life in Egyptian households in holy month revolves around TV (CSM) 
· House Republicans looking closely at ending birthright citizenship (WT) 
· Holiday mood soured by Iraqis' fears for safety (NPR)
WORLD VIEW

· Thirteen on trial in Belgium accused of membership in militant group (BBC News | story) 
· Pakistan pleads for more aid (The Guardian | story) 
· Cleric urges Iraqis to unite and fight al-Qaida (Aljazeera | story) 
· Paris riots worsen (Reuters | story) 
· Voluntary Registered Traveller program could cut wait time (The New Zealand Herald | story) 
· Polish officials deny report of existence of secret CIA prisons (Islamic Republic News Agency | story) 
· International concern for Ethiopia's stability increases (Swissinfo | story) 
· Secretary Rice acknowledged need for Palestinians to fight terror (Jerusalem Post | story) 
· Opinion: 'These are draconian and unnecessary laws' (The Australian | story) 
· UK plans institute on multiculturalism (Hindustani Times | story)
Edition: Thu, November 03, 2005
Printable Version
SENIOR LEADERS ARE SAYING

Training and education is another very important piece of the Army program needed to sustain the proper level of awareness for all Soldiers and to ensure first-responders are trained and proficient. Sexual assault awareness training is now an annual requirement in all Army units and part of pre and post-deployment briefings. 

LTC Carla Y. Reed 
Department of the Army Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Branch Chief
Army G-1 Homepage 
TODAY'S FOCUS

Sexual Assault Prevention and the U. S. Army 

Senior Army leaders continue to closely monitor progress in the areas of regulations, policies, and training programs related to sexual harassment, sexual misconduct, and equal opportunity, and has made substantial improvements in all these areas. Below are some important themes and messages concerning Sexual Assault and Soldiers: 

Soldiers live the Army values. They believe in loyalty, duty, respect, selfless service, honor, integrity and personal courage. 

One can't betray these values and expect to wear an Army uniform. 

The Army takes all reports of sexual misconduct seriously.

The Army is aggressive in investigating all cases of reported sexual misconduct, even cases where the victim is not eager to cooperate in the criminal inquiry. 

* Sexual assault betrays every Army Value.
* The Army trains its work force to prevent sexual assault.
* The Army cares for sexual assault victims.
* The Army investigates every reported sexual assault - and every assault should to be reported.
* Sexual assault is a serious crime we punish.
* The Army is systematically implementing the recommendations of the sexual assault task force.

Cases are investigated thoroughly and handled appropriately based on the facts of each case. The Uniform Code of Military Justice provides understandable and long-tested offenses that can be used to appropriately charge a wide-range of sexual misconduct. 

The UCMJ provides due process protections for both victims and alleged offenders better than any other system.

Army Judge Advocate prosecutors assist commanders in making appropriate decisions on the disposition of cases and aggressively prosecute sexual misconduct.

The rights of victims are protected and the Army runs a comprehensive victim / witness assistance and liaison program at every installation consistent with federal law and DoD Instructions. 

Victims rights include:
* The right to be treated with fairness, dignity and a respect for privacy.
* The right to be reasonably protected from the accused offender.
* The right to be notified of court proceedings.
* The right to be present at all public court proceedings.
* The right to confer with the prosecuting government attorney.
* The right to restitution, if appropriate.
* The right to information regarding the conviction, sentencing, imprisonment and release of the offender from custody.

Sexual assault victims are protected under the military "rape shield" evidentiary rule - virtually the same as the federal district court rule of evidence. 

See this very important link for more information: U.S.Army Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Program 
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Army Corps of Engineers give possible explanation for some flooding in LA (WP | EB) 
· Army's final decision to be made regarding high-tech brigade (EPT/EB) 
· Soldiers pay honor to civil rights pioneer Parks (ARNEWS) 
· 212th MASH Unit continues efforts in Pakistan (SS/EB) 
· Army helicopters aid victims of earthquake (HA/EB) 
· Innovative teams are building goodwill at the grass-roots level (AFJ/EB) 
· Soldiers run Marine Corps Marathon (ARNEWS) 
· Task Force Band of Brothers assumes command in North-Central Iraq (DA)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Taliban leader call rebels to action (MH) 
· Iraq's defense minister invites ex-officers to join new army (CSG) 
· Bomber kills civilians near crowded festival near Baghdad (MSNBC) 
· Secretary of State says U. N vote demonstrates Syria's isolation (USINFO) 
· Al Qaeda's presence stunned Iraq's moderate north (CSM) 
· Animosity to U.S. forces apparent in the mostly Sunni city (AJC) 
· Afghan, U.S. Soldiers find weapons cache; escapee report misleading (AFIS)
OF INTEREST

· The International Committee of the Red Cross seeks access to foreign terrorism suspects (WP) 
· Standoff over access to 500 people held at the Guantanamo Bay (NPR) 
· Soldier's duty leads him back home (FBN 
· Film: En route to Baghdad (PBS) 
· Islamist groups decry influx of Western troops (MSNBC) 
· Pakistani security agencies arrest two al-Qaeda suspects (USAT) 
· Iran to overhaul its diplomatic corps (CNN) 
· Riots continue in France (FN)
WORLD VIEW

· Editorial: Trouble in Paris ( Arab News | story) 
· Hundreds of youths riot in Paris suburbs (Aljazeera | story) 
· Iraqi al-Qaeda will kill two Moroccan embassy employees (BBC News | story) 
· Syrian believed to be in Bin Laden's terrorist network captured (The Guardian | story) 
· Sickness is increasing among Pakistani earthquake survivors (Swissinfo | story) 
· Moroccan hostages sentenced to death by al Qaida (The Scotsman | story) 
· Iraq calls for former officers to rejoin army (International Herald Tribune | story) 
· Belgian cancels 260 million euros of Iraq debt (Islamic Republic News Agency | story) 
· Thousands of mourners pay final respects to Rosa Parks (The New Zealand Herald | story) 
· 190 political prisoners freed in Syria (Gulf Times | story)
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WHAT THEY'RE SAYING

There's no substitute for what the boots on the ground can see. One of our challenges is to extract information from what they see and can collect. Every soldier is a sensor, and we need to capture that data as well. See article 

Retired Air Force Lt. Gen. James R. Clapper Jr. 
Director, National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency
NGA Homepage 
TODAY'S FOCUS

EVERY SOLDIER IS A SENSOR (ES2) 

The individual Soldier is the most capable, sophisticated collector of intelligence in today's Army. Every Soldier is a Sensor, or ES2, is quickly changing the way Soldiers think and enhances a Soldier's situational awareness.

U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC) defines ES2 as:

* Soldiers trained to actively observe details related to Commanders' Critical Information Requirements (CCIR) in an area of operations and competent in reporting their experience, perception and judgment in a concise, accurate manner.

* Leaders who understand how to optimize the collection, processing and dissemination of information in their organization to enable the generation of timely intelligence.

ES2 comprises the following components:

a. Change in the mind-set and culture of both leaders and Soldiers.

b. A network that integrates the Soldier into the overall intelligence framework.

c. Rapid fielding of new tools to the Soldier level.

While technology will impact the future of the United States Army, its success will continue to be determined by its most important asset, weapon and sensor: the Soldier.

Every Soldier is a Sensor Video 

ES2: Soldiers learn battlefield, situational awareness 
INFORMATION YOU CAN USE

Free Army PT Guide 

Interested in learning the physical training drills the Army uses? 
See this link for more information on obtaining: Request a PT Guide 
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Fort Drum troops search for missing Soldier (SPS | EB) 
· Officials express confidence in new civilian Personnel System (AFIS) 
· Force generation requires four R's (ARNEWS) 
· Troops bring food, water to Baghdad neighborhood (DA) 
· Secretary Harvey says FCS is 'very acceptable' (Bloomberg/EB) 
· Soldier's remains to stay in Oklahhoma, judge rules (AT) 
· U.S. Army Corps of Engineers fend off scrutiny (WSJ/EB) 
· U.S. military resume earthquake relief flights (WP)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Democrats demand Intelligence Committee investigation (CNN) 
· Surge in IED attacks coincides with Iraqi political progress (AFIS) 
· Security tightened at U.S. military prison following escape (MSNBC) 
· Assailants fired at U.S. military helicopter in Pakistan (PI) 
· Interview: 'Failure Is Not an Option' (MSNBC/Newsweek) 
· Pentagon releases report showing efforts to combat IEDs (FN) 
· Civilian contractor death rates rise (MH)
OF INTEREST

· U.S. visa lottery criticized as loophole for terrorists (WT) 
· Australia receives intelligence indicating terror attack (USAT) 
· Democrats demand answers about intelligence in Iraq war (NPR) 
· Number of homeless Vietnam veterans rising (AJC) 
· Report to Congress says problems exacerbated by lack cooperation (CSM) 
· Detentions of American citizens by immigration authorities becoming routine (PPG) 
· Army Corps of Engineers fail to provide documents to officials (NNS)
WORLD VIEW

· French Muslims react to head scarf ban (BBC News | story) 
· Nine Iraqi soldiers killed in two separate explosions (Aljazeera | story) 
· US military's Abu Ghraib releases 500 prisoners (The New Zealand Herald | story) 
· Pakistan dramatically increases official death toll (Swissinfo | story)
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WHAT THEY'RE SAYING

The National Security Personnel System is the biggest change to the civilian personnel system in decades. NSPS is an important part of Army transformation for its civilian employees. Managers, supervisors and employees need to be proactive in learning NSPS and the changes to policies and procedures. Your support and understanding are critical to the successful implementation of NSPS.

Ms. Melinda McMillon Darby
Assistant G-1 for Civilian Personnel
Army Civilian Personnel Web site 
TODAY'S FOCUS

The National Security Personnel System (NSPS) 

DoD has reached a significant milestone in the NSPS implementation process. DoD and OPM have notified Congress of the results of the meet and confer process and provisions of the final enabling regulations. The regulations can be viewed on the NSPS Web site , and are expected to be posted to the Federal Register by November 1, 2005.

* The regulations will become effective no sooner than 30 days after publication in the Federal Register. During this time, DoD will begin the continuing collaboration process with the unions on implementing issuances for NSPS. 

* NSPS provides DoD with a modern, flexible and agile human resources system that can be more responsive to the national security environment, while preserving protections and benefits. 

* DoD will implement NSPS in phases, called spirals. This spiral approach will be used to phase in the remainder of the eligible DoD and Army workforce over the subsequent two to three years, upgrading and improving NSPS as we go forward. The Labor Relations system will be effective for all bargaining unit employees soon after the effective date of the regulations. 

* Training is a critical part of the successful implementation and transition to NSPS. NSPS training will be available to all civilian employees and supervisors, along with military supervisors of civilians, to ensure an appropriate understanding of the system and roles. 

For further information and updates, please visit the NSPS website at http://www.cpms.osd.mil/nsps .
INFORMATION YOU CAN USE

Correction: 

Yesterday in the WAR ON TERROR NEWS section, there was an error in the wording for the article from the Early Bird and Washington Times regarding Iraqi militia ID cards. The word Military should have read Militia . 

NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· U.S. Military advisers struggle to 'build leaders' (WP) 
· Unit wins prestigious award (AT) 
· Army transforms Air Defense unit (EPT/EB) 
· Military tribunal begins hearings in 'fragging' case (CNN) 
· Small Army unit conducts successful missions (CSM) 
· Broward County Army Reservist gets job back (MH | EB) 
· U.S. Army medic saves Iraqi policeman (ARNEWS) 
· 4ID begins second deployment to Iraq (ARNEWS) 
· October was fourth deadliest month (USAT)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Growing death toll affects home front (FBC) 
· Utah Soldiers stay upbeat despite challenges (SLT | EB) 
· Combat medics face constant stress (AJC | EB) 
· Highest-ranking U.S. officer to be killed in combat (CNN) 
· National Guardsman could face death for killing (MSNBC) 
· OPINION: 'A parent's pride tangles with objections to the Iraq war' (CSM)
OF INTEREST

· 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment in 'Triangle of Death' (CNN) 
· U.K.'s best documented al-Qaida cell amateurish (MSNBC) 
· A look at suicide bomber networks (NPR) 
· Arrival of 60 new antisniper systems in Iraq (USN) 
· Training victim's mother: more defibrillators needed (AT)
WORLD VIEW

· Israeli departure from Gaza encourage liberal voices in Kuwait (The Jerusalem Post | story) 
· More than 57,000 people confirmed killed by earthquake (Reuters | story) 
· Military investigator recommends Soldier face court martial (BBC | story) 
· Syria calls on the Arab League for urgent summit (Aljazeera | story) 
· U.S. to continue helicopter relief missions (The Guardian | story) 
· Musharraf expressed gratitude to NATO (Islamic Republic News Agency | story) 
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It is not, in the end, about business practices, nor is it the goal to improve figures on the bottom line. It's about the security of the United States of America. And let there be no mistake, it is a matter of life and death. Our job is defending America, and if we cannot change the way we do business then we cannot do our job well, and we must.

Donald H. Rumsfeld 
Secretary of Defense
TODAY'S FOCUS

Business Transformation Agency (BTA)

On October 7, 2005, the BTA was established and is located in the Pentagon. Program resources and personnel will be transferred to the new agency by the end of November. Acting Deputy Secretary of Defense Gordon England , established the agency which will focus on advancing defense-wide business transformation.

* The result will centralize management of eighteen of the DOD's business programs, systems and initiatives, including the Pentagon's e-mail system, the Defense Travel System, the Acquisition Spend Analysis Service and the Defense Acquisition Management Information Retrieval program, among others. 

* By consolidating, coordinating, and integrating the Department of Defense (DoD) business transformation activities, the BTA is expected to provide consistency in DoD's business transformation efforts, minimize redundancies in its business systems.

* Army Major General Carlos "Butch" Pair has been selected to serve as business systems acquisition executive, managing all projects that extend across the military services. Defense Deputy Undersecretary for Business Transformation Paul Brinkley and Defense Deputy Undersecretary for Financial Management Thomas Modly will continue to lead the BTA overall until a director is appointed.

Defense business transformation is being driven by a series of strategic objectives, each of which illustrates a different aspect of the overall transformation challenge. These objectives help shape our priorities and serve as checkpoints around which to assess the efficacy of our transformation efforts. Here are some objectives:

* Support for Joint Warfighting Capability
* Better Information for Strategic Resourcing Decisions
* Reduced Cost of Business Operations
* Improved Stewardship to the American People

Sources: 
www.defenseindustrydaily.com 
www.dod.mil 
WEEKEND SPORTS WRAP-UP

Joe Nemechek qualified 27th and finished 18th in Sunday's NASCAR event in Atlanta. As a result of the finish he dropped two spots to 15th in the latest point standings, 89 points from 11th place.
Next weekend also marks the final event of the NHRA POWERade Drag Racing Series in Pomona, CA. 

NASCAR 
Race: Bass Pro Shops MBNA 500 at Atlanta Motor Speedway
Driver: Joe Nemechek
Qualified: 27 Finished: 18 Rank: 15 (dropped two spots)
Next race: November 6, Dickies 500 at Texas Motor Speedway 

NHRA 
Race: No race this weekend
Driver: Tony Schumacher
Rank: 1 (2005 Top Fuel Champion)
Next Race: November 3 - 6, Automobile Club of Southern California NHRA Finals in Pomona, CA
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Organizations help Reserve and Guard employees beyond letter of the law (WP | EB) 
· ROTC numbers down on many college campuses (NVP | EB) 
· Letter: 'Guard Unit Has Done Its Duty' (LAT/EB) 
· Army helping in Himalayas with reverse osmosis (ARNEWS) 
· More troops, supplies arrive in Pakistan (ARNEWS) 
· Florida Guard keeps supplies, traffic flowing during Wilma relief (NG) 
· Secretary Harvey thanks Army astronaut for service (ARNEWS)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Deteriorating security in Iraq makes reporting more difficult (SLPD/EB) 
· Gunmen assassinate adviser to cabinet in Baghdad (NYT | EB) 
· Despite recent violence Baquba sees improvement (CSM | EB) 
· Military ID cards guarantee safe passage in Sadr City (WT | EB) 
· Two U.S. Soldiers charged with assault (NYT/EB) 
· Baghdad raids net 100 suspected militants (MSNBC)
OF INTEREST

· Transformation Roadmap to revolutionize agency business (DLA) 
· Military vehicle involved in fatal accident (WDIV) 
· Pakistan, India open their heavily militarized borders (FN) 
· Iraq's upcoming election filled with uncertainty (MH) 
· Chief of National Guard says both missions can be accomplished (CSG) 
· Brother of Iraq's Shiite vice president killed (TT) 
· Honolulu man arrested for selling military secrets (MSNBC)
WORLD VIEW

· Many French Muslims feel alienated (BBC News | story) 
· Head of the Iraqi National Congress rules out U.S. withdrawal (Aljazeera | story) 
· Rebel attacks kill two officials in Iraq (Gulf Times | story) 
· Afghan civilians wounded by insurgents in bomb blast (Reuters | story) 
· Security forces sent to Indonesian province after beheading (The Scotsman | story) 
· Trial to begin in plot to kill president (Swissinfo | story) 
· Pentagon report to Congress details Iraqi casualties (The New Zealand Herald | story) 
· Relief camps set up by Pakistani army (International Herald Tribune | story) 
· Commander of US Central Command arrives in Pakistan (Islamic Republic News Agency | story)
· Kyrgyz government troops battle prisoners (Swissinfo | story)
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SENIOR LEADERS ARE SAYING

Historically, America's Army has existed to deter enemies, and when necessary, fight and win the nation's wars. But the Army does so much more - from maintaining peace in the Balkans, to building roads in Afghanistan, to helping the new democracy in Iraq, to supporting hurricane relief; the Army serves America's interests. 

Dr. Francis J. Harvey 
Secretary of the United States Army
TODAY'S FOCUS

U.S. Central Command (USCENTCOM): Pakistan Earthquake Relief 

USCENTCOM is headquartered at MacDill Air Force Base in Tampa, Florida, and is one of nine Unified Combatant Commands assigned operational control of U.S. combat forces. USCENTCOM's areas of responsibility (AOR) stretches from the Horn of Africa to Central Asia. USCENTCOM Facts can be seen on www.centcom.mil 

USCENTCOM's Commander, Gen. John Abizaid, reports directly to the Secretary of Defense, who in turn, reports to the President of the United States. 

* In the spirit of a long-standing friendship and Pakistan's unwavering support in the War on Terror, the United States is helping the Pakistani care for their citizens in quake-stricken regions.

* The Pakistani and U.S. Forces are working together as friendly soldiers in a friendly nation.

* The U.S. is responding to Pakistan's requests for life-sustaining logistical support, search and rescue capabilities and evacuation and medical care for the injured in a robust, forward-leaning manner.

* Resources are readily available to support major humanitarian operations simultaneously with ongoing combat operations without degrading support anywhere in the world.

* The U.S. military lift and movement capability is ready to meet the needs of this unfolding crisis and ongoing operations around the world. 

* Challenges presented by weather, terrain and the sheer magnitude of this tragedy will be met by our technology, innovative planning and the professionalism and determination of our young men and women in uniform. 

PAKISTAN EARTHQUAKE RESPONSE STATS 

For more information, see: CENTCOM Homepage 
CALENDAR

THREE WISHES: MILITARY HOMECOMINGS 

Friday, October 28, 9:00PM EST, NBC, Military Homecomings . 

ESPN REEL CLASSICS: FIGHTING BACK: THE ROCKY BLEIER STORY 

Sunday, Oct. 30, 8:00PM EST, ESPN Classic, Fighting Back: The Rocky Bleier Story .


NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· MASH Unit deals with quake injuries untreated for weeks (MSS/EB) 
· 212th Mobile Army Surgical Hospital aids with earthquake relief (WP) 
· Dispatches: Latest news from military camps in Iraq (AJC) 
· Army medical aid en route to Pakistan (SO) 
· GAO: Equipment wear is causing readiness to decline (AT) 
· Commentary: One life lost is one too many (ARNEWS) 
· Medical professionals leave Guantanamo with new impressions (AFIS) 
· Georgia National Guard Soldier remembered as a good citizen (CNN)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Sunni Arab parties merge with anti-U.S. agenda (CSM) 
· U.S. Army sends MASH unit to mountains of northern Pakistan (NPR) 
· 17 Iraqi militia members, two police officers killed by insurgents (CNN) 
· 82nd builds security, trust (FB) 
· Iraq reconstruction effort moves forward (AFIS) 
· Soldier never questioned enlistment (DMN) 
· EC-130s support ground units in Afghanistan (DA) 
· Political parties form along tribal factions (FN)
OF INTEREST

· Earthquake survivors face disease and rough winter (HC) 
· Saddam regime took $1.8 billion in illegal kickbacks (PPG) 
· Soldiers from 872nd Maintenance Company chose a second tour (SLT) 
· Soldier and widow win default judgment against estate of al-Qaida financier (MSNBC) 
· AP count is nine higher than Defense Department's tally (SPI) 
· International criticism over Iranian president's remarks (WP) 
· Soldiers support Pinewood derby (SO)
WORLD VIEW

· Opinion: Kosovo moves toward a messy independence (International Herald Tribune | story) 
· Islamic Jihad fighter killed by Israelis (Aljazeera | story) 
· Islamic feminists call for 'gender jihad' (BBC News | story) 
· Shelter is the worry for Pakistan quake survivors (Reuters | story) 
· Shia and Sunni militia clash (The Guardian | story) 
· Sunni leaders form alliance to fight Iraq's next election (Gulf Times | story) 
· Kofi Annan voiced 'dismay' over anti-Israel comments (The Scotsman | story) 
· Four Islamic radicals jailed for bomb plot (The Australian | story)
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We're not perfect either. When we have problems, we fix them. It's all about making progress.

Kenneth O. Preston 
Sergeant Major of the United States Army 

SMA advises top Afghan NCOs 
TODAY'S FOCUS

Army Readiness Assessment Program 

Army Readiness Assessment Program (ARAP)
ARAP website , has been developed to communicate the Army's strong conviction that Composite Risk Management (CRM) is the only way to defend against the significant loss rate currently being experienced in the force. 

The Army Readiness Assessment looks at an organization's policies and practices related to safety and risk management, to even include such things as supervision and the flow of communication. It is the newest tool for battalion level commanders to access their unit's readiness based on a survey of 61 scaled questions covering 5 subject areas of concern.

* The results will allow a Commander to identify problems early and intervene to solve them.

* Input is anonymous and you will not be asked by anyone about specific responses. 

There are five focus areas that are addressed; Processes Auditing to ID hazards and correct problems; Reward Systems (unit's program of rewards and discipline to reinforce proper behavior and correct risky behavior); Quality Control (the emphasis on high standards of performance); Risk Management (the health of unit processes); and Command and Control (leadership, communications, policy). 

Once 2/3 of the Battalion has taken the survey, the Battalion Commander will call the CRC Team to receive and in-depth one-on-one out-brief of their results. This will include a discussion of their unit's strengths and weaknesses, with suggestions for possible Courses of Action/solutions. These recommended solutions have been vetted by prior Battalion Commanders based on their successes and experiences.

For more information, contact the Program Manager at the Army Readiness Assessment Program (ARAP). 
U.S. Army Combat Readiness Center Ft. Rucker, AL 36362 
(334) 255-9362 DSN 558-9362 
CALENDAR

ROCKY BLEIER: War Veteran and Running Back for the Pittsburgh Steelers 

ESPN Classic will be airing Fighting Back: The Rocky Bleier Story on Sunday, Oct. 30, at 8 p.m. EST
See the link to ESPN: www.espn.com 

The story of Rocky Bleier, a former Notre Dame football star, who was drafted into the Army during his rookie year with the Pittsburg Steelers. In 1968, he went to Vietnam, where he was seriously wounded (he lost part of his right foot). Once he returned home, doctors gave him a slim chance of ever walking without a limp, let alone the ability to play professional football. 

During his recovery, Rocky demonstrated determination, fortitude, and stoicism in light of his painful injury. Through Army rehabilitation, Rocky was able reach his goal of playing for the Pittsburg Steelers, and earning four Super Bowl championship rings, before retiring in 1980. 

Rocky Bleier's story serves as an inspiration to all those who have answered the Call to Duty and serve our Army, especially wounded warriors. 

Source: Rocky Bleier article 
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Dispatch: 'A Slate Soldier Goes to War' (Slate Magazine) 
· MASH unit gets busy in Pakistan (AT | EB) 
· U.S. troops stay in background during vote (DA) 
· Deployed Soldiers talk to Richmond via satellite (ARNEWS) 
· U.S. Army troop deployments did not effect response (Bloomberg/EB) 
· Hawai'i Soldiers do their part in Pakistan (HA | EB) 
· Afghans help Pakistani earthquake victims (AFIS)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Soldier who died in a vehicle accident, becomes 2,001 in count (USAT) 
· Kurds face uncertain future in reclaimed village (WP | EB) 
· Israeli army launches offensive against Islamic Jihad militants (MH) 
· Iraqi lawyers defending Saddam ask for increased security (WP) 
· News Analysis: Competition heats up for recruiting (ARNEWS) 
· Sen.Kerry calls for withdrawal of 20,000 troops from Iraq (WP) 
· Joint Fires Team works to get services working together (AFIS)
OF INTEREST

· Soldier wife fired for seeing husband off to war (MSNBC) 
· ACUs to be sold early '06, until then beware knockoffs (ARNEWS) 
· Wall of Heroes honors fallen troops (CNN) 
· BBC to take on Al Jazeera (CSM) 
· Critics of the U.S. bases support closing Futenma (EPT) 
· A look at runners in the Marine Corps Marathon (WP/EB) 
· Wounded warriors watch World Series (ARNEWS)
WORLD VIEW

· Lawyers representing Saddam cease work in light of threats (BBC News | story) 
· Israel called upon U.N. to debar Iran from organization (Hindustan Times | story) 
· Defence Minister refuses to comment on poll (Islamic Republic News Agency | story) 
· Pakistan extradites 14 Taliban fugitives to Afghanistan (Swissinfo | story) 
· Growing split in insurgency uncovered (The Guardian | story) 
· Shi'ite and Sunni factions gear up for vote (Reuters | story) 
· Lebanese commandos take positions near Palestinian terrorists bases (The Jerusalem Post | story) 
· Iran's hardline president calls for destruction of Israel (The Australian | story) 
· UAE will use army to fight bird flu (Gulf News | story) 
· Widespread condemnation of Iranian president's remarks (Al Jazeera | story)
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Army Foreign Language Program / Distributed Learning System

New to Army e-Learning is the addition of foreign language training. The Army recently announced it will provide Rosetta Stone® foreign-language training, at no cost, to active Army, National Guard, Reservists and Department of Army civilian personnel worldwide through Army e-Learning. 

Courses offered through Army e-Learning are available via the web 24 hours a day from any place in the world - at no cost to Army organizations. To date more than 213,000 users have accessed Army e-Learning, with 300-500 new users being added each week.

* 26 free state-of-the-art language courses through Army e-Learning, including Arabic, Chinese (Mandarin), Danish, Dutch, French, Farsi (Persian), German, Greek, Hebrew, Hindi, Indonesian, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Pashto, Polish, Portuguese (Brazil), Russian, Spanish (Latin America), Spanish (Spain), Swahili, Swedish, Thai, Turkish, Vietnamese and Welsh.

* You must have an AKO account to register for Army e-Learning. 

* To register for the Army e-Learning Program, visit www.us.army.mil and select "My Education" and click Access Army e-Learning Portal Page. If you are already registered for the Army e-Learning Program, you will automatically have access to these courses. 

* All course completions will be posted to your ATRRS records just like the current Army e-Learning course completions. 

* The Rosetta Stone language courses are expected to be available in early November. Keep an eye on the AKO, MyEducation page. 

* For more information about Army e-Learning visit www.dls.army.mil 

See ARNEWS article: OCPA Army/ Rosetta Stone 
INFORMATION YOU CAN USE

Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

Women's Health Issues and Prevention- See the link: www.hooah4health.com 

CALENDAR

MILIARY HOMECOMINGS- October 28, 2005, at 9:00PM, NBC Television's "Three Wishes". 

Office of the Chief of Public Affairs (OCPA)-Los Angeles Branch, provided assistance to this NBC series that granted a wish to Katie Hines. Mrs. Hines is the widow of PFC Timothy Hines Jr.,of Fairfield, Ohio, who died from wounds sustained in an IED attack,on July 14. 

PFC Hines was assigned to the 64th MP Co, 720th MP Bn, 89th MP Bde, at Fort Hood. OCPA-LA arranged for DVIDS to film tributes from PFC Hines' fellow Soldiers in Iraq and approved the use of an Ohio Army National Guard CH-47 helicopter as set dressing for the concert by host Amy Grant that closes each episode. 
Web link to the show: www.americasupportsyou.mil on the show's website.
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Fla. Guard assists in Wilma aftermath (AT | EB) 
· Team of specialists combing ground for old mortar shells (CSG/EB) 
· Bush talks of 'sacrifice' in speech to officers' wives (AT) 
· SMA advises top Afghan NCOs (ARNEWS) 
· Campbell shooter still not charged; name not released (AT) 
· Mother, son share experiences in Iraq (DA) 
· Civil Affairs teams improve Yemen school (SO)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· U.S. troops who have died in the Iraq war hit 2,000 (WP) 
· President says 'Sacrifice is essential to winning war' (USAT | EB) 
· IEDs to blame for half of U.S. deaths (WP | EB) 
· Islamic hard-liner is thankful to U.S. military (NYT/EB) 
· Opinion: 'A Kurdish Vision Of Iraq' (WP | EB)
OF INTEREST

· Burials at Arlington honor those who fought in Iraq (WP/EB) 
· Guardsman wrote own obituary before going to war (CNN) 
· Politician wants felony offense for disruption of military funerals (CST) 
· Some Iraqis sympathize with U.S. forces (MSNBC) 
· Views not shared by grieving families (AJC) 
· Analysts fear possible outcome of an Iraqi civil war (BN) 
· Lewis and Clark camp shows 1800s call to duty (ARNEWS) 
· Iraq constitution: U.S. unhappy at religion-filled document (MSNBC)
WORLD VIEW

· Wife of slain Soldier commits suicide (The Guardian | story) 
· Five Iraqis give thoughts on constitution (BBC News | story) 
· Sunni coalition to contest parliamentary elections (Reuters | story) 
· Charter accepted despite Sunni rejection (World Press/The Daily Star | story) 
· Islamic Jihad commander killed (The New Zealand Herald | story) 
· Convictions for four men accused of bombing plans (Swissinfo | story) 
· Britain, France, U.S. call for sanctions against Syria (The Scotsman | story) 
· U.S. forces raid homes of two Sunni leaders (Gulf News | story) 
· Germany convicts terrorists in bomb plot (Deutsche Welle | story)
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Too often we focus exclusively on those of us wearing uniforms, but I will tell you that all of you recognize full well that it's much, much more than that. We need, in many instances, to do a better job than we do today in recognizing all the families, spouses and supporting agencies that reside inside our Army and all their components.

LTG Franklin L. Hagenbeck
Deputy Chief of Staff, Army G-1
Army G1 Homepage 
TODAY'S FOCUS

The Scholarships for Military Children Program 

The Defense Commissary Agency and the Fisher House Foundation have teamed up to offer educational scholarships to children of military families and retirees.

The Scholarships for Military Children Program was created to recognize the contributions of military families to the readiness of the fighting force and to celebrate the role of the commissary in the military family community.

The Scholarships for Military Children Program is funded through the generosity of manufacturers and suppliers whose products are sold at military commissaries, worldwide. We encourage military families to take advantage of their commissary benefits that not only provide a savings of more than 30 percent on the products purchased, but also support the military community through programs such as this scholarship. The purchase of products from these companies funded the 2005 scholarship program.

* The Scholarships for Military Children Program is marking its sixth year.

* The goal is to provide at least one $1,500 scholarship for each of DeCA's 268 commissaries worldwide.

* Authorized applicants include unmarried children under age 21 of active duty, Guard or Reserve, or military retiree families, Robinson said. Applicants may also range up to 23 years in age if they are enrolled in school.

* Application forms for the program will become available in November for pick-up at commissaries worldwide and for download via the Internet at www.commissaries.com or at www.militaryscholar.org .

See AFIS Story:
America Supports You: Commissary, Fisher House Offer Scholarships 
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Abizaid pledges 'long term' relief support to Pakistan (AT) 
· Pakistan relief effort to top 1,000 U.S. troops (AFIS) 
· 101st Airborne Division to receive new housing (WT | EB) 
· U.S. forces aid in Pakistan earthquake relief (SO) 
· OTF welcomes Soldiers back to school (ARNEWS) 
· U.S. Army's only remaining MASH unit goes into Pakistan (PI | EB)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Breaking News: Iraq's draft constitution passed (CNN) 
· Iraq's landmark constitution was adopted by majority (WP) 
· Delays in refurbished humvees (SLT/EB) 
· Soldiers use micro UAV in Iraq (SO) 
· Former black pilots seek to inspire their former unit (MSNBC) 
· Drug lord, linked to Taliban, to face federal charges (WT) 
· Many Iraqis were evicted after invasion (WP | EB) 
· Calls for Saddam's trial to be moved abroad (CSM)
OF INTEREST

· Military battle snakes, hogs and other wildlife (WP | EB) 
· New techniques in bomb disposal improve safety (USAT | EB) 
· 1,999 U.S. military have died since March 2003 (MH) 
· The BBC World Service to launch Arabic television channel (CNN) 
· U.S. troops explain details of burning (TIME) 
· International cooperation increasingly important in view of costs (WSJ/EB) 
· Mehlis report 'is deeply troubling,' Rice says (AFIS)
WORLD VIEW

· Western military powers forced to rethink strategy (Reuters | story) 
· Constitution approved in Iraq (Aljazeera | story) 
· British, US , Iraqi veterans speak of their experiences in war (BBC News | story) 
· U.S. President says trial is 'fair' and must go forward (The Australian | story) 
· More U.S. helicopters to join Pakistan relief operations (Islamic Republic News Agency | story)
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There is no higher calling than the one that calls us to address the needs of our injured and severely injured Soldiers. The Soldiers we're supporting right now have done more than their share. They have lived the warrior ethos as an oath and as a promise.

General Richard A. Cody 
Vice Chief of Staff, United States Army

TODAY'S FOCUS

Disabled Soldiers Support System (DS3)

The Disabled Soldier Support System is an Army program that provides personal support, advocacy, and follow-up. This program reflects The Army's commitment to our Severely Disabled Soldiers, their families, and their communities.

The Army will provide severely Disabled Soldiers and their families with a focused system that recognizes their unique sacrifices in support of national defense as well as their individual requirements as they transition from active military service to contributing members of their civilian communities. 

MISSION and INTENT of DS3: 

* Provide a system of advocacy and follow-up to severely injured and ill Soldiers and their Families with personal support during their rehabilitation and transition back to military service or into the civilian community. 

* Assist Soldiers and their families in accessing critical resources.

* Facilitate Soldiers' and families' contact and coordination with external supporting agencies (VA, Labor, Veteran Service Organizations, etc.).

* Ensure Soldiers' and family member's access to non-medical support services throughout the rehabilitation, return to duty or separation / retirement process, and for 5 years following retirement.

* Ensure access to a network of information and resources wherever needed.

The DS3 can facilitate assistance with and provide information about family travel to VSI/SI Soldier's bedside (Invitational Travel Orders - ITO's), pay issues, options for Continuation on Active Duty (COAD), The Medical Evaluation Board (MEB) and Physical Evaluation Board (PEB) process, federal government and private sector employment opportunities upon retirement and many other topics as well.

For more information, see the site: DS3 Website 

For phone inquiries: 800-833-6622 
ARNEWS story 
Now part of Human Resources Command, DS3 program helps injured Soldiers 

WEEKEND SPORTS WRAP-UP

A championship weekend for the Army! Not only did Tony Schumacher clinch his second straight World Championship, he won the Budweiser Shootout, and also won the race in Las Vegas! A perfect weekend for him in which he won the largest amount of prize money ever in a single weekend in the history of drag racing. Teammate, Angelle Sampey, made it to the pro stock bike finals but lost to Chip Ellis. Joe Nemechek finished 23rd in Martinsville after a pit road penalty that resulted in him being penalized one lap. The PBR World Finals begin next weekend in Vegas, although Mike Lee, James White, and Jaron Nunnemaker all competed in the Challenger Tour event this weekend in D.C. with both Mike and Jaron making the Short Round. Watch for Mike in Vegas these next 2 weekends!


NASCAR Race: Subway 500 at Martinsville Speedway
Driver: Joe Nemechek
Qualified: 8
Finished: 23
Rank: 13 (no movement from last week)
Next race: October 30, Bass Pro Shops MBNA 500 at Atlanta Motor Speedway


NHRA Race: ACDelco Las Vegas NHRA Nationals
Driver: Tony Schumacher
Qualified: 2
Finished: Won the race defeating David Grubnic
Rank: 1

Driver: Angelle Sampey
Qualified: 5
Finished: Lost in Finals to Chip Ellis
Rank: 3

Driver: Antron Brown
Qualified: 9
Finished: Lost in 1st round to Craig Treble
Rank: 4

Next Race: November 3 - 6, Automobile Club of Southern California NHRA Finals in Pomona, California

NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Green Berets get Silver Stars for actions in Iraq, Vietnam (ARNEWS) 

· National Guard: staying on (SLT | EB) 

· Army, local Hazmat teams clean up New Orleans for residents' return (ARNEWS) 

· Investigators attribute levee failures to design flaws (WP | EB) 

· Family trio serves in Iraq (ARNEWS)

WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Return to enemy body counts (WP | EB) 

· Secretary urges prompt resolution of misconduct allegations (AFIS) 

· As U.S. tolls near 2,000, military expects public to remain quiet (BS | EB) 

· Election results show that democracy works in Iraq, says top U.S. Army official (KT | EB) 

· Iraqi army needs logistics, noncommissioned officers (AFIS) 

· Touches of home help raise U.S. troops morale (ADS | EB) 

· Now U.S. forces worry about pressure-triggered bombs (USAT | EB) 

· Iraqi women bear arms (WT | EB) 

· Experts say terrorism may spread in Iraq (HC | EB) 

· Insurgents sharing bomb expertise (USAT | EB)

OF INTEREST

· Zawahri urges Muslims to give aid to Pakistan (BG | EB) 

· U.S. expands 'defensive measures' on North Korea (NYT | EB) 

· Rumsfeld promises U.S. support for Ukraine's NATO ambitions (AFIS) 

· Reviews blame U.S. disaster response plans (BS | EB) 

· U.S. seeking access to Chinese records on war MIAs (AR | EB) 

· U.S. and Romania close to deal on Black Sea bases (WT | EB) 

· 'Virtual Commissary' opens for business (ARNEWS) 

· "In praise of the noncoms" Opinion (LAT | EB)

WORLD VIEW

· Syria rejects U.N. report (Aljazeera | story) 

· Saudi Arabia arrests 13 terror suspects (Arab News | story) 

· Israeli army shoots Palestinian top militant (BBC News | story) 

· United Nations appeals to world leaders for quake aid (Scotsman | story) 

· Bush unsure Palestinians will have state before he leaves office (Jordan Times | story) 

· Rice faces Senate's tough questions on U.S. policy in Iraq (Syria Times | story) 

· Celebrations marking liberation of Taiwan improve relations (China Daily | story) 

· Globalization creates a rift between France and EU (IHT | story) 

· Iran and Saudi Arabia pursue common goals (IRNA | story) 

· Insurgents kill 12 Iraqis as U.S. toll nears 2,000 (Middle East Times | story) 

· Iran president says West must respect their nuclear position (Tehran Times | story) 

· Key witness in Saddam's trial testifies without lawyer (IOL | story) 

· Zarqawi's network comparable to bin Laden's, U.S. intelligence says (The Australian | story) 

· China threatens Korea with possible trade retaliation (Korea Herald | story) 

· Russia to give more money to U.N. programs (Moscow Times | story)
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Today, our young men and women must once again heed the Call to Duty. They must finish a fight we didn't start. A war waged on us by radical extremists willing to destroy our very way of life.
(SMA Remarks for 96th Infantry Division) 

Kenneth O. Preston 
Sergeant Major of the United States Army 

TODAY'S FOCUS

The Iraqi Special Tribunal (IST) 

The IST is an Iraqi led system,which differs from Western (U.S.) judicial systems. At the request of the IST and the Iraqi Government, the United States provides limited logistical support, as well as some external security support, for the trial. The IST , with their security officers, have responsibility for the interior security of the trial. Additionally, the United States is responsible for detainee security- not only for the trial, but for all aspects of detainee operations under UNSCR 1546.

The individuals on trial in Iraq are under Iraqi jurisdiction; however the United States continues to provide support for the physical custody of the detainees. They are made available to the IST at all times.

Background on the IST Court Structure 

* The IST is using the same law, rules, and format as the Iraqi Criminal Courts,with a few exceptions. One exception is five vs three judges. It is an "Iraqi Civil Law" trial, not a jury trial. The five judges will decide the innocence or the guilt of the defendants.

* The trial judges make the decision. There is no timeline for the final decision.

* Each defendant must have an Iraqi lawyer of record, but is able to hire additional lawyers that are not Iraqi.

* The IST was established according to the statute no.(1)dated 10.12.2003, enacted by the Iraqi Governing Counsel. The tribunal recognized the wishes of the Iraqi people to establish a legal instrument suitable for proving their rights and uncovering the truth about what happened during the past years.

* The statute of the IST was drafted by the legal committee of the governing Counsel and followed significant consultation with the legal staff and other experts in the coalition provisional authority and other government officials of countries connected with the coalition. Some of these experts had significant expertise in the field of prosecution of war crimes. The drafters of the statute consulted international experts in the field, as well as some non-governmental organizations. The drafters of the statute consulted Iraqi lawyers and judges who provided advice on Iraqi criminal law.

* The intention of the drafters of the statute was to comply with international standards of due process of law, and to focus on crimes committed under international law (such as genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity). The drafters of the statute had to take into account the wishes of the Iraqi people.The governing Counsel concluded that, with international assistance, the Iraqi judicial process would be able to pursue an accountability process. 

See link to understand more: Procedural steps in the Iraqi legal system 

Source: Iraqi Special Tribunal Homepage 
CALENDAR

BLACK KNIGHTS ARMY FOOTBALL 

Saturday, 10/22/05 Black Knights at Akron Zips, in Akron, Ohio 6:00 PM EST 

Schedule: www.goarmysports.com 
www.espn.com 
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Letter: 'No Recruitment Crisis For The Army ' (WP | EB) 
· Army National Guard equipment losses add up (MH | EB) 
· Guard readiness eroded by equipment shortages (AT) 
· Green Berets get Silver Stars for actions in Iraq, Vietnam (ARNEWS) 
· Stryker Brigade Combat Team finds weapons (FDNM/EB) 
· Investigation continues into alleged body-burning (AFIS) 
· Army leaders delay shipping armored Humvees to Iraq (DD/EB) 
· U.S. Army deserter describes ordeal (HC | EB)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Fears that defense attorneys have become targets of revenge (WT | EB) 
· Saddam trial defense lawyer, kidnapped and killed (USAT) 
· Military investigates tape showing bodies burning (USAT | EB) 
· Canadian Security Intelligence Service says Iraq is terrorist haven (WP/EB) 
· Reporter freed from captors unharmed (WP | EB) 
· As inquiry continues Washington condemns alleged body burnings (HC) 
· Taliban violence escalates in Southern region (NYT | EB) 
· U.S. Military acts to control Muslim backlash after incident (WP | EB)
OF INTEREST

· In a free Iraq, Saddam will face trial (Newsweek) 
· Ailing prosecution witness will testify early in Saddam Trial (MSNBC) 
· U.N. investigation implicates Syrian and Lebanese officials in assassination (WP) 
· Many U.S. Soldiers come home traumatized (TIME) 
· U.S. troops in South Korea to receive deep cuts (PI) 
· U.S. aid to jihad territory (CSM/EB) 
· President Hamid Karzai attempts to calm situation (AJC) 
· Heir to British throne to join Army (CNN) 
· Iraqis glad to see Saddam on trial (DMN)
WORLD VIEW

· United Nations report points to Syria and Lebanon (Swissinfo | story) 
· Mixed emotions as Iraqis watch trial (The New Zealand Herald | story) 
· Kabul government launches inquiry into alleged incident (The Scotsman | story) 
· Promise of Palestinian state renewed (BBC | story) 
· Comment: 'Saddam's trial is merely a political sideshow ' (The Guardian | story) 
· Iraq referendum results delayed (Aljazeera | story) 
· U.S. to partner with Georgia to stop rebels (Reuters | story) 
· Lawyer body dumped near Bagdad mosque (Deutsche Welle | story) 
· Analysis: 'Flawed but valuable show of justice' (The Australian | story) 
· Islamic clerics express outrage over body burning (Gulf News | story) 
· Korea and U.S. to hold military talks (Korea Herald | story) 
· Iraqis ponder trial and possible outcome (International Herald Tribune | story)
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In short, with the Iraqi government, our strategy - the key - is to clear, hold, and build: clear areas from insurgent control, hold them securely, and build durable, national Iraqi institutions.

Dr. Condoleezza Rice 
Secretary of State
TODAY'S FOCUS

Supporting Iraq's Move Toward Democracy 

In 2005, the emphasis was on transition: a security transition to greater reliance on Iraqi forces and a political transition to a permanent, constitutional democracy. The just-concluded referendum was a landmark in that process. 

In preparation for 2006, Iraqis need further help as they hold another vital election in December. Well over nine million Iraqis voted on Saturday, October 15, 2005. Whether Iraqis voted yes or no, they were voting for an Iraqi nation, and for Iraqi democracy.

U.S. objectives in 2006:

* Break the back of the insurgency so that Iraqis can finish it off without large-scale U.S. military help.

* Keep Iraq from becoming a safe haven from which Islamic extremists can terrorize the region or the world.

* Demonstrate positive potential for democratic change and free expression in the Arab and Muslim world, even under the most difficult conditions.

* Turn the corner financially and economically, so there is a sense of hope and a visible path toward self-reliance.

Milestones and Accomplishments: 

* In August 2004, five Iraqi regular army battalions were in combat. Today, 91 Iraqi regular army battalions are in combat. All of these battalions have American advisors

* With more capable Iraqi forces, strategic implementation can begin - neighborhood by neighborhood. As the strategy is implemented, the military side recedes and the civilian part - like police stations, civic leaders, economic development -- move into the foreground. The transition strategy emphasized building of the Iraqi army. Now police training efforts are receiving new levels of attention.

* The last two years have seen three temporary governments govern Iraq, making it extremely difficult to build national institutions even under the best of circumstances. The new government to come can finally set down real roots. To be effective, that government must bridge sects and ethnic groups. And its institutions must not become the tools of a particular sect or group.

* The situation has improved in places like Haifa Street in Baghdad, or Baghdad's Sadr City, or downtown Mosul, or Najaf, or Fallujah.

* Security along the once notorious airport road in Baghdad has measurably improved. Najaf, where American forces fought a major battle last year, is now entirely under independent Iraqi military control.

Iraqi's must become players in their future destiny- 

* Iraqis must continue to come together in order to build their nation.

* The Iraqi government must forge a more effective partnership with foreign governments.

* Iraq must forge stronger partnerships with the international community beyond the United States.

Source: Rice Lays Out U.S. Priorities in Iraq for 2006 
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Troops' health screened before, after war (AT) 
· Army Reserve Soldier seeks to find his dog in Iraq (WP | EB) 
· Criminal investigation into allegations of body burning by U.S. troops (NYT | EB) 
· Army fully funds family programs (ARNEWS) 
· Army Corps of Engineers strengthening its repairs to levees (LAT/EB) 
· Special Operations troops impress visiting civilian leaders (AFIS) 
· Army sends riot-control kits to Iraq, Afghanistan (ARNEWS)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Secretary of State faces tough questions about Iraq (NYT/EB) 
· Rice outlines 'clear, hold and build' strategy for Iraq (AT) 
· Senate Foreign Relations committee presses Rice on Iraq (USAT) 
· Mixed opinions on Saddam still linger in Iraq (WP | EB) 
· Rice will not give exact timeline to Senators for withdrawal (WP) 
· Saddam trial recesses until November (WP) 
· 31 nonprofit organizations to receive anti-terror funding (WP) 
· OPINION: 'Our dedicated military deserves respect, support' (KCS/EB)
OF INTEREST

· Saddam trial FAQs (WP) 
· Rumsfeld will hold Town Hall Meeting in Korea (PSS/EB) 
· Baghdad correspondent is missing in Iraq (CNN) 
· Iraqi expatriates express desire for death penalty (WT) 
· VA warns of prescription scam (AT) 
· DOD investigated fraud but no conclusion reached (CSM) 
· World War II Army airman body found in glacier (PI) 
· Nephew of Saddam arrested (BG/EB) 
· Two other deadly attacks and more violence, as Saddam trial began (TT)
WORLD VIEW

· Indonesia to crack down on Islamic boarding schools (Aljazeera | story) 
· Rumsfeld told Chinese strategic experts to clarify missile policy (Reuters | story) 
· U.S. to investigate claims of Taliban body burning (BBC | story) 
· Trial date for men accused of plotting terrorist attacks (The Jerusalem Post | story) 
· Arab League chief starts first postwar visit to Baghdad (Swissinfo | story) 
· Rice defends U.S. policy on Iraq (Gulf Times | story) 
· Iraqi election officials begin verification process (The Australian | story) 
· The Guardian's Iraq correspondent kidnapped by gunmen (The Guardian | story) 
· Arabs split over Saddam trial (The Scotsman | story) 
· OPINION:'Dutch virtue of tolerance under strain ' (International Herald Tribune | story)
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We know Soldiers are the centerpiece of our Army. Success in this enduring fight depends on them. They require us to provide the world-class human resource support they deserve. Our mission is essential. We will continue to support the Army's ability to grow and develop leaders, and to provide relevant and ready forces for our combatant commands.

Brigadier General Rhett A. Hernandez 
HRC Commanding General 

TODAY'S FOCUS

HUMAN RESOURCES COMMAND (HRC) 

The Human Resources Command (HRC) mission is to ensure the full spectrum of human resources programs, services and systems are executed to support the readiness and well-being of Army personnel worldwide.

* HRC is a result of the Army leadership's vision to streamline headquarters, create more agile and responsive staffs, reduce layers of review and approval, focus on mission and transform the Army. The command combined the former U.S. Total Army Personnel Command and the U.S. Army Reserve Personnel Command. HRC's activation was the first step in consolidating personnel services throughout the Army. 

* As a field operating agency under the Army's G-1, HRC is at the center of the Army's initiative to mold personnel functions into an integrated structure, enabling efficient and effective management of active-duty and Army Reserve Soldiers worldwide. 

* HRC integrates and coordinates military personnel systems to develop and optimize utilization of the Army's human resources supporting a nation at war. HRC also performs all personnel-management functions for the distribution, development, retention and transition of active-duty Soldiers, mobilized reserve component Soldiers and those on extended tours of active duty, temporary tours of active duty or retired recalled to active duty.

* In addition to the services offered by the Officer and Enlisted Personnel Directorates, The Army's Adjutant General (TAG) also falls under HRC's domain. The Adjutant General Directorate's mission is to provide dynamic human resource and administrative programs for America's Army to promote readiness and soldier well-being. TAG is responsible for a multitude of services to the Army, to include the operation of the Education Division, the Field Systems Division, the Management Support Division, the Personnel Service Support Division, the Casualty and Mortuary Affairs Operation Division, the Field Operating Agencies of the Military Postal Service Agency, the U.S. Army Physical Disability Agency, and the Records Management and Declassification Agency. 

* HRC manages and directs the Army's personnel systems and human resources critical to serving an Army at War and transforming. 

* Brig. Gen. Rhett A. Hernandez became the second commander of HRC in July 2005. CG's Values and Expectations letter to the field and his command is on HRC's web: Commander's Message 

* Headquarters: Alexandria, VA
Other locations: Locations in MD; DC; Atlanta; Indianapolis; St. Louis; Hawaii; Fort Meade; Fort Jackson; Fort Sam Houston; Fort Leonard Wood; and Fort Lewis.

* Active Soldier Contact Information:
HRC Alexandria 
HRC Indianapolis, Enlisted Records and Evaluations Center (EREC) 

* Reserve Soldier Contact Information:
HRC St. Louis 

Source: HRC Homepage www.hrc.mil 
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Paratroopers aid election security in Tall Afar (DA) 
· Guard recruiting strength to increase (AT) 
· Iraq war veteran the most scrutinized fighter in American history (USAT | EB) 
· Budget cuts hurt Corps ability to assist in LA (NYT | EB) 
· FT. Sill drug investigation goes to court (NYT/EB)
· USAREUR's relief headed toward Pakistan (ARNEWS) 
· MASH Unit arrives in Pakistan; ,more aid flowing (AFIS) 
· Days-long dig yields thousands of munitions (DA)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Iraqi audit of nationwide vote on a new constitution (NYT | EB) 
· Saddam appears before a five-member panel (WP | EB) 
· Saddam pleads not guilty to massacre charges (WP) 
· U.S. government faces multibillion-dollar 'reconstruction gap' (WP | EB) 
· 44 women of Bravo Company have expanded role (NSL/EB) 
· Questions arise overauthenticity of letter (WT) 
· Saddam trial: combative and obstinate tone (CNN)
OF INTEREST

· Human rights advocates hope Milosevic's trial will serve as model (MSNBC) 
· Opinion: 'Justice In Baghdad' (WP | EB) 
· Iraqi Red Crescent urges International Committee to ban crosses (WT | EB) 
· Rumsfeld requests review of Special Operations Command (NYT | EB) 
· Group recruiting French citizens to train in the Middle East (WP) 
· Health problems major concern for returning Soldiers (USAT | EB) 
· Frontline: 'The Torture Question' (WP) 
· Gambling a problem for many in military (NYT | EB)
WORLD VIEW

· Defiant Saddam Hussein refuses to give name in court (Reuters | story) 
· Brief profiles of defendants in landmark case (Aljazeera | story) 
· Timeline of events leading up to the case (BBC News | story) 
· Saddam Hussein argues with judge (The Jerusalem Post | story) 
· Rice faces tough questions by lawmakers (Swissinfo | story) 
· 'Black Hawk Down' Somali leader arrested in Sweden (The Australian | story) 
· OPINION: 'A chance for justice, but will it be seized? ' (The Guardian | story) 
· Saddam and bin Laden in Mexican poster campaign (The New Zealand Herald | story) 
· Saddam's defense and the trial (BBC News | story) 
· Kashmir general lost 19 relatives in earthquake (Gulf Times | story)
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Just as it was for the Greatest Generation, our Soldiers are the centerpiece of our formation. They are the key to our success in every mission we execute. They are highly trained and motivated and ready to take the fight to the enemy. In the streets of Baghdad, the mountains of Afghanistan and locations around the world, our Soldiers are helping to stand-up model democratic societies which will ensure the safety and security of our world for the next 60 years and beyond.
SMA Remarks for 96th Infantry Division 

Kenneth O. Preston 
Sergeant Major of the United States Army 

TODAY'S FOCUS

Follow up to October 15th Elections: Successful Outcome for Iraqi Constitution 

* Election officials in Diyala and Ninevah reported most voters had supported the constitution.

* Electoral Commission chief Abdul-Hussein al-Hindawi reported overall voter turnout was as high as 63 percent to 64 percent, even higher than in the January 2005 elections. 

* The acceptance of the constitution is a major step in setting up a democratic government 

* Shi'ites and Kurds make up about 80 percent of Iraq's population. Sunni involvement is seen as crucial to getting the country away from insurgent violence. 

* Despite the majority acceptance, the constitution appears to have been soundly rejected in two Sunni provinces.

* The international commissioner to the Independent Electoral Commission of Iraq stated preliminary results showed a strong turnout in the largely Shi'ite south, with 63 percent having voted in Basra. 

* Officials pointed to the relatively low level of violence -- achieved during a three-day lockdown of the country -- as an especially positive sign.

* Scheduled elections to be held on December 15, 2005, will elect a government consisting of a four-year parliament. 


President Bush comments on Iraqi Election 

Hear report from NPR: Iraqi Constitution Seen Headed for Approval 
CALENDAR

HISTORY CHANNEL "ARMY RANGERS" 
19 OCT, 6 P.M.EST 
Description: The U.S. Army's elite assault force, Rangers use quick-strike tactics and an unshakeable esprit de corps to brave withering fire and seize vital targets. Formed in WWII to provide a commando element, they're often sent in alone against deadly enemy positions. Meet Rangers from the original battalion and various conflicts up to Mogadishu. 

History Channel Listing 
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Security good as millions of Iraqis cast constitution ballots (AFIS) 
· Air strikes kill 70 militants, (AT) 
· Troops help protect Iraqi polls (ARNEWS) 
· Change is in your hands, Reserve chief tells Soldiers (ARNEWS) 
· U.S. military remains presence in Iraq's political process. (WP) 
· Cuban American veteran allowed to visit with children (LAT/EB) 
· Banquet honors top Guard, Reserve employers (AFIS)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Iraqi officials are checking vote totals (MSNBC) 
· Referendum appears to have passed despite opposition from Sunnis (WP) 
· American military launched attack to beat back insurgents (NYT | EB) 
· Iraqis approved controversial constitution (WP) 
· Bush congratulates Iraqis on successful election (AFIS) 
· Iraq's Premier calls for quick trial for Saddam (WP | EB) 
· Rumsfeld tells SoCoM: develop a more forceful terror strategy (TT/EB) 
· Questions raised over irregularities in count (USAT)
OF INTEREST

· Analysis: 'Sunnis fail to stop 'yes' vote' (UPI) 
· Kurds hold mass burial for victims of Saddam's regime (CSM) 
· Deposed dictator faces massacre charges (CNN) 
· U.S. military helicopters deliver aid to Kashmir (WP) 
· Pilots risk safety during rescues in Pakistan (WP)
WORLD VIEW

· Formal result of vote will be delayed (BBC News | story) 
· Election officials slowly count up to 10 million ballots (Swissinfo | story) 
· Two Sunni provinces voted against referendum (Aljazeera | story) 
· Sunni votes fail to stop passage of Iraq's draft constitution (The Australian | story) 
· Electoral commission re-checking ballots (Gulf Times | story) 
· Saddam to stand trial on Wednesday (The Jerusalem Post | story)
Edition: Mon, October 17, 2005
Printable Version
SENIOR LEADERS ARE SAYING

We need to take these ideas and continue the campaign of learning between now and 2015. We have to conduct studies, wargames, experiments; we need to stretch these ideas to the breaking point, because we have to make sure we're right. We have to be prepared to change as we go to get this right for the future.

BG(P) David A. Fastabend 
Deputy Director/Chief of Staff, Futures Center 

TODAY'S FOCUS

The Army in Joint Operations: The Army's Future Force Capstone Concepts 2015-2024 

The Army's Capstone Concept, TRADOC Pamphlet 525-3-0, is the overarching visualization of how the Army Future Force will support Joint Force Commanders. 

The seven key operational ides underpinning The Army in Joint Operations are:

* Shaping and Entry Operations - Shaping regional security conditions, and - if forces are committed - shape the battlespace. Further, using multiple entry points to overcome enemy anti-access actions, enhance surprise, reduce predictability, and produce multiple, overlapping dilemmas for the enemy.

* Operational Maneuver from Strategic Distances - Employing advanced Joint lift platforms to deploy modular, scalable, combined arms formations in mission-tailored force capability packages to close the gap between early entry and follow-on campaign forces.

* Intratheater Operational Maneuver - The ability to expand capability to exploit opportunities and generate dislocating and disintegrating effects through ground, air, and sea operations.

* Decisive Maneuver - Achieving campaign objectives through simultaneous, distributed operations, controlled operational tempo, and direct attack of key enemy capabilities and centers of gravity.

* Concurrent and Subsequent Stability Operations - The capability to secure and perpetuate the results of decisive maneuver during the campaign and "win the peace" to ensure the long-term resolution of the conflict.

* Distributed Support and Sustainment - The ability to provide continuous sustainment of committed forces in all phases of the operation with the smallest feasible deployed logistical footprint.

* Networked-Enabled Battle Command - Facilitating the situational understanding needed for synchronized and effective application of Joint and Army combat capabilities.

See the entire document: The Army in Joint Operations, The Army Future Force, Capstone Concept 2015-2024, version 2.0 

See the video: Army Future Force Presentation 
CALENDAR

Two Days in October 
Based on the book They Marched Into Sunlight by Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist David Maraniss, Two Days in October tells the story of two turbulent days in October 1967 when history turned a corner.
See The American Experience: Two Days in October , Monday, October 17th. See your local listing for times in your area.
PBS schedule 
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Iraq referendum draws few voters in Ramadi; more in Fallujah (AT) 
· Soldiers securing Iraq's elections (ARNEWS) 
· 48th Brigade prepares security at polling sites (DA) 
· Army Reservists help rebuild Afghanistan (DA) 
· Army Reserve to activate ARMEDCOM (SO) 
· Saints raise spirits of wounded warriors (SO) 
· Down but not out, Nemechek fights back to finish fourth in Charlotte (ARNEWS) 
· Opinion: 'U.S. Soldiers Are The Real Heroes In Iraq' (AWSJ/EB)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Iraqis approved a new constitution in voting Saturday (WP | EB) 
· Early results encouraging in Iraq vote (NYT/EB) 
· Iraqi Kurds went to polls in hopes of freedom (USAT) 
· Analysis: 'For U.S., a hard road Is still ahead In Iraq' (WP | EB) 
· Extremists attempt to instill suspicion in election (LDT | EB) 
· On Wednesday, Saddam Hussein will go on trial (WP | EB) 
· Iraqis voted with favorite clerics in election (WP | EB)
OF INTEREST

· Full text of Iraqi constitution (MSNBC) 
· Iraq future still in debate (CNN) 
· Insurgent leader reveals how he trains suicide bombers (Time/EB) 
· U.S. still on offensive after support to Iraqi referendum (AFIS) 
· Congress looks for clear military strategy to defeat insurgency (CSM | EB) 
· Confusion over proper roles of women in the military continues (WT | EB) 
· Women express fears about potential Islamic laws (MSNBC) 
· President optimistic as two-thirds of Iraqis turned out to vote (Bloomberg)
WORLD VIEW

· US forces holding man who helped Iraqi insurgents evade capture (BBC News | story) 
· 70 militants killed in a series of air strikes (Reuters | story) 
· Iraqis approved constitutional referendum (The Guardian | story) 
· Iraqis deeply interested in outcome of referendum (The Australian | story) 
· Sunnis face uncertain future after election (London Daily Telegraph | story) 
· Dutch Equal Opportunities Commission to hear case (BBC News | story) 
· Iraq's U.S. and British backers congratulate country on election (The Jerusalem Post | story) 
· Iraq took big step toward becoming independent nation (Taipei Times | story) 
· Does Al-Qaeda exist or not? (Aljazeera.com | story) 
· Overall figures indicate successful constitution (Gulf News | story)
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