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SENIOR LEADERS ARE SAYING

"What's driving the change, first of all, is the change in threat. The threat faced today is not as defined as that of the Cold War era."

Lt. Gen. William Boykin 
Deputy Undersecretary of Defense for Intelligence and Warfighting Support

TODAY'S FOCUS

Concept Development and Experimentation

What is it? Concept Development and Experimentation (CDE) is a campaign of learning supporting current and future force development through a two-path approach nested within U.S. Joint Forces Command's Joint Concept Development and Experimentation Campaign Plan. Concepts, developed and refined through wargames and experiments, are the basis for determining the capabilities required for the Future Combat Force.

What has the Army done?

• Developed and refined the Army Concept Development and Experimentation Campaign Plan
• Published the Army Capstone Concept (TP 525-3-0, The Army in Joint Operations)
• Developed the Army Concept Strategy and supporting concepts (operational and functional)
• Fully supported Joint CDE, including joint concept development and participation in major joint and sister service experiments
• Conducted annual Unified Quest wargames, co-sponsored with U.S. Joint Forces Command
• Conducted experiments (145 in 2004 and 120 in 2005) addressing critical issues for the Future Combat Systems equipped BCT and the Future Combat Force
• Initiated and conducted Omni Fusion integrating experiments in 2004-2005

What efforts does the Army plan to continue in the future? CDE will continue along two paths: concept development and prototyping. The Concept Development Path develops a concepts-based, coherently joint Future Combat Force using live, virtual and constructive experimentation to provide actionable recommendations to reduce Future Combat Force development risk. The Prototype Path approaches the future through discovery, refinement, and improvement and spirals torward feasible future force capabilities, satisfies critical operational needs and tests compelling technology. These two paths, approaching the future in a deductive and inductive fashion, respectively, provide complementary risk reduction for developments and operations.

Why is this important to the Army? CDE is fundamentally a risk mitigation activity; failure to conduct effective CDE significantly increases developmental risk for the Future Combat Force and operational risk to the Army Modular Force. CDE reduces Future Combat Force development risk by developing concepts and capabilities that meet the needs of the future Joint force commander through rigorous concept development experimentation. CDE increases the capabilities of the Army Modular Force through prototype experiments that test compelling solution options and develop doctrine, organization, training, materiel, leader development and education, personnel, and facilities (DOTMLPF) capability packages to support the spiraling forward of future force capabilities to satisfy critical current force operational needs.

Further information can be found on the Army Posture Statement web site.
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Fort Riley Soldiers Deploy to Africa (ARNEWS) 

· Three Divisions, Dental Corps Get New Commanders (AT) 

· WWII POW Receives Purple Heart at Bataan Memorial Death March (ARNEWS) 

· Wounded Warriors Honored by Army’s Old Guard (ARNEWS)

WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Beleaguered Premier Warns U.S. to Stop Interfering in Iraq's Politics (EB | NYT) 

· In Iraq, Frontline Patience Wears Thin (EB | CSM) 

· U.S. Troops Repel Blitz By Taliban (EB | WP) 

· Jill Carroll Released by Captors in Iraq (USAToday) 

· Senator Asks Prison Guards About Commanders’ Culpability (AT) 

· General Voices Doubt on Iraq Files (EB | NYT) 

· Extra Troops' Exit Contingent on Iraqi Unity (WT) 

· Bush: United States Will Leave, 'But Not Retreat' From Iraq (DOD)

OF INTEREST

· Dodging IEDs (EB | CSM) 

· Contractors Won’t Face Charges (AT) 

· The Cost Of Invading Iraq: Imponderables Meet Uncertainties (EB | NYT) 

· A Dangerous War Makes a Staggering Shift (MSNBC)

WORLD VIEW

· Bush Wants Musharraf to Shed Uniform Next Year: Pak Analyst (IRNA) 

· Al Qaeda’s Moussaoui 'Lied to Kill' (Gulf Daily News) 

· An "Alliance" Of Violence (Counter Currents) 

· Vote Cuts Term of U.S. Force Budget (Japan Times) 

· Saran Meets Rice, Discusses Implementation of Nuclear Deal (Hindustan Times)

WHAT'S BEING SAID IN BLOGS

· Weekend Raid Aftermath was Staged (In The Bullpen) 

· The Naked Cartridge (DefenseTech.org) 

· Hindsight (Done With Mirrors) 

· Centcom Plays Hardball (Late Final) 

· A Man’s Word (Thomas Paine’s Corner) 

· Al-Jazeera Cares (Andi’s World)
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TODAY'S FOCUS

Campaign Quality Force

What is it? We are aggressively reshaping the force to become an Army of campaign quality with joint and expeditionary capabilities-transforming to win the war today while simultaneously positioning ourselves for future challenges. Today’s operations require Army forces to respond rapidly with forces that move quickly and commence operations immediately upon arrival in distant theaters of operations. These capabilities are key to our goal to become more expeditionary. Our strategic and operational requirements compel the Army to maintain forces with expeditionary agility and responsiveness and possess staying power, durability, and adaptability once deployed. The Army must sustain decisive operations for as long as necessary to allow politically favorable resolutions to occur. Army forces must be ready to adapt to changes across the range of military operations and against learning and adaptive adversaries. Having these capabilities produces an Army that is a campaign quality force.

What has the Army done? To maximize force effectiveness, the Army is reorganizing to a modular, brigade-based force to achieve three primary goals:

• Increase the number of available Brigade Combat Teams to meet operational commitments while maintaining combat effectiveness that is equal or better than that of previous divisional Brigade Combat Teams.
• Create combat and support formations of common organizational designs that can be tailored to meet the varied demands of the Combatant Commanders-reducing joint planning and execution complexities.
• Redesign organizations to perform as integral parts of the Joint Force-making them more effective across the range of military operations and enhancing their ability to contribute to joint, interagency, and multinational efforts.

What efforts does the Army plan to continue in the future? This future force is a central component of Army transformation. Within this strategy, the Army is migrating capabilities that were previously found at higher echelons to the Brigade Combat Teams. Further supporting this effort, the Army is converting most other operating force formations into modular, capabilities-based units with greater capacities for integration into tailorable and strategically responsive force capability packages. Modular operational headquarters will provide robust command and control and will be better able to serve as joint headquarters.

Why is this important to the Army? Having a campaign quality force is vital to meeting the political demands in today’s security environment. Today and in the future, our adversaries no longer provide us the required build time our nation enjoyed prior to Operation Desert Storm. Deploying large corps and division organizations to ensure our troops are sustainble, is expensive and very time consuming. Modular Support Brigades and Combat Support/Combat Service Support units with reduced logistics footprints, enhanced battlespace awareness, and improved sense-and-anticipate logistics capabilities will improve joint force responsiveness, versatility, and sustainability. This modular conversion effort is the greatest restructuring of Army forces since World War II, and it affects nearly every organization in our inventory. Most combat formations and headquarters will be completed by 2008; theater army headquarters will be completed by 2009, and support brigades will be completed by 2011.

INFORMATION YOU CAN USE

Army Safety Program

The Chief of Staff of the Army has mandated several initiatives aimed at enabling commanders in the field to manage risk as they accomplish the demanding missions of fighting a Global War on Terrorism and transforming. Here is a link that should be very helpful... gives you just what you need to help develop your safety program: https://crc.army.mil/commanderscorner/. It can also be found on the front page of the Combat Rreadiness Center's website at https://crc.army.mil/home/
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· VCSA Emphasizes Leadership, Soldier Support (ARNEWS) 

· Bataan Memorial Death March Draws Thousands (ARNEWS) 

· 1st ID Hosts Training With German Partners (ARNEWS) 

· Combat-Savvy Officers Help Plan War Game (AT) 

· Medical Helicopter Unit to Deactivate (AT) 

· Army Satisfied With '07 Budget Request, More Money Would Help Transformation (EB | DD) 

· Training Center Against Terror (BS)

WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Court Scrutinizes Military Tribunals Plan for Detainees (USAToday) 

· Rumsfeld Defends U.S. Raid (EB | MH) 

· Iraq Raid Dispute Threatens to Draw US Into Sectarian Conflict (CSM) 

· Iraqi Forces Thwart Car Bombers, Capture Terrorists (MNF-Iraq) 

· ACLU: U.S. to Release All Abu Ghraib photos (MSNBC) 

· Iranian Agents Operating in Iraq: US Commander (IM) 

· Military Won't Charge U.S. Contractors Detained in Iraq (MN)

OF INTEREST

· True Or Not, Report Of 'Massacre' Angers Iraqis (EB | CSM) 

· A U.S. Call for Cleric's Help (PI) 

· For Abu Ghraib, a Limited Prosecution (CSM) 

· With Patience, The US Can Help Democracy Take Root In Iraq (EB | CSM) 

· All National Power Elements Required to Beat Terrorism, Bush Tells Cabinet (DOD) 

· The Supreme Court Takes the Military Tribunals Out for a Spin. (Slate)

WORLD VIEW

· U.S.-Funded Grant Aims to Support Arab TV Journalism (The Daily Star) 

· U.S. Agrees to Release Abu Ghraib Pictures (Scotsman.com) 

· America May Find it Impossible to Steer Clear of Iraq’s Civil War (The News International) 

· White House Chief-of-Staff Quits as Bush's Approval Ratings Dive (Belfast Telegraph) 

· WMD in Iraq? Take a Look for Yourself (Guardian Unlimited) 

· U.S. Denies Targeting Mosque (Moscow Times) 

· Poll: Support for Israel at 15-Year High in US (Jerusalem Post)

WHAT'S BEING SAID IN BLOGS

· US Interfering in Iraqi Affairs (Pray4Iraq) 

· Nemechek Makes 400th Career Cup Start (Team Kelly Racing) 

· We Could Be Heroes (Bush Out) 

· Other Items (Common Ills) 

· Bushmaster Meets the Competition in the US (Set Condition) 

· The Iraqi Official Accused in the Niger Uranium Fabrication (Huffington Post)
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As we all know transforming, modernizing and growing the Army require financial resources. An important way that the Army can provide those resources is by changing the way the Army does business. In essence, through a Business Transformation that is conducted in parallel with Force Transformation. And we are doing just that.

Dr. Francis J. Harvey
Secretary of the United States Army

TODAY'S FOCUS

Business Transformation

What is it? Successful business transformation is essential to the long-term health of the Army because it will free up financial resources that can be applied to the warfighter. Therefore, the Army is changing how the Army "conducts business" by streamlining or eliminating redundant operations. These changes are well under way and are improving quality, decreasing cycle time and saving money. The Secretary of the Army priorities for Business Transformation remain:

• Major Acquisition Programs - Successful execution of key programs particulary Future Combat Systems (FCS), Joint Tactical Radio System (JTRS), Warfighter Information Network - Tactical (WIN-T), and Army Aviation.

• Financial Resources - Ensuring the financial resources to execute The Army Plan..., working closely with OSD and Congress.

• Partnership and Relationship - a "no daylight" partnership with the Chief of Staff, Army, coupled with productive relationships with the Secretary of Defense and the other Service Secretaries, the Congress, Industry, and the Retired Community.

• Soldiers and their Families - Continually providing for well-being and quality of life.

• Land Forces Required to Win the Global War on Terror - Effectively managing the force and ensuring readiness..., through recruiting, retaining, rewarding, organizing, training, and equipping.

• Leadership - Growing future Army leaders..., a "full-spectrum pentathlete" for the 21st Century Security Environment.

• Transformation - Evolutionary change leading to revolutionary outcomes....Major focus on Business practices..., to keep pace with the transformation in how the Army fights.

For additional information please visit: http://www.army.mil/aeioo/DUSABT
INFORMATION YOU CAN USE

Army $1000 Referral Bonus Program - Refer a qualified applicant and receive a $1000 Referral Bonus when the applicant completes military training. 

The Army has implemented a pilot program which allows Soldiers to refer applicants to recruiters. Soldiers who make referrals may receive a referral bonus for referring anyone who is qualified, has no prior military service in the Armed Forces, and completes military training. Immediate family members do not qualify as a referral. The applicant must enlist in the Regular Component of the Army, Army Reserve, or Army National Guard, and complete Basic and Advanced Individual Training (AIT). Additional details about the program and eligible Soldiers may be obtained at www.usarec.army.mil/smart or www.1800goguard.com/esar.

NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· SMA Preston Speaks With 1ID Soldiers, Leadership (ARNEWS) 

· Okinawa Base Issue Not Cut and Dried With Locals (JT) 

· Soldier Medics Raise Standard for Medical Evacuation Care in Iraq (ARNEWS) 

· US Army ‘Guilty’ of Attack on Mosque (IE) 

· Military Funeral Draws Protesters (SBT) 

· Army Knowledge Online Update (L56) 

· First $1,000 Referral Bonus Earned in New SMART Program (ARNEWS)

WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Operation Swarmer Goes Full Circle (ARNEWS) 

· Workers Surveyed On Detainee Abuse (EB | WP) 

· Sending Mentally Ill Soldiers Back to Iraq (Mathaba) 

· No Mosque Entered, Damaged in Iraqi Special Forces Raid (MNF-Iraq) 

· Official Reports Progress in Iraq's Reconstruction, Economic Development (DOD) 

· Retired Generals Want Scalia Off Gitmo Case (USAToday) 

· U.S. Military, Iraq Leaders Disagree on Deadly Raid (NPR)

OF INTEREST

· Grateful Soldier Gives Medal to Pen Pal (AT) 

· Rumsfeld: U.S. Losing War Of Ideas (CBS News) 

· Maker Of Body Armor Is Under Fire (EB | ND) 

· Is This a Strategy For Success? (MSNBC) 

· Believing what Bush believes about Iraq (CSM)

WORLD VIEW

· The U.S. Deserves to Lose in Iraq but Should We "Support the Iraqi Resistance"? (NEFAC | Story) 

· USA Troops Attacked Mosque (KC | Story) 

· Untold Details of the Latest of U.S. Atrocities in Iraq (KC | Story) 

· Iraq Told To Rebuild Itself (CC | Story) 

· Rival Shia Groups Unite Against US After Mosque Raid (TG | Story)

WHAT'S BEING SAID IN BLOGS

· US Army Program Blends Agile and Traditional Processes with Success (Testing Reflections) 

· AP's Mainscream Media Bias (Big Lizards) 

· More 9/11 Conspiracy Stuff (European Ethnocentrism) 

· Required Reading (Today in Iraq) 

· A Lynching in Baghdad (The Huffington Post)
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"As we walk forward...we've got to be guided by what we call our joint operational concepts...It's a mark on the wall that's going to become a capstone concept for joint operations. It's still in the approval phase, but we think this will be the overarching concept that we move as we move forward."

Lt. Gen. Raymond Odierno
Assistant to the Chairman of the Joints Chiefs of Staff
TODAY'S FOCUS

Army's Capstone Concept for the Future Force

What is it? The Army's capstone concept for the future force was developed by Training and Doctrine Command in April 2005. This publication is our overarching visualization of how the Army future force will support Joint Force Commanders in the period 2015 - 2024. The ideas presented in this manual are fully integrated within the evolving context of our estimates of the future operating environment, joint and Army strategic guidance, and the joint framework. They have emerged as a result of years of research, wargaming, experimentation, and operational lessons learned by the Army, our sister Services, and the joint community. However, they are far from final - they are but a start point for a dynamic, professional dialogue on how best to meet the needs of the Nation together with our partners in the Defense community. Their purpose is to shape our continuing campaign of learning, and as we test these ideas - even to the point of failure - we expect them to evolve.

The Army's preeminent challenge is to reconcile expeditionary agility and responsiveness with the staying power, durability, and adaptability to carry a conflict to a victorious conclusion, no matter what form it eventually takes. The most dramatic advances in military operations over history were borne of ideas - about warfighting, organization, doctrine. Advances in simulations and wargaming permit exploration and experimentation with new concepts many years before the fielding of relevant capabilities. Our concepts not only help us visualize future operations - they are the basis for the development of future force capabilities. As our azimuth for the future, they also shape near-term changes to the current force as we adapt to our current conflicts and maintain the Army's Warrior Ethos.

Technological advances alone will not constitute transformation. Our most critical asset is not technology, but the critical thinking of our Soldiers and leaders. Our intent is not to confirm these ideas; it is to challenge them. We seek institutional innovation - the application of critical thinking within an effective organizational framework that can encourage such challenges, examine them honestly, and go where the answers take us. We welcome your comments and collaboration.

For more information please visit: http://www.arcic.army.mil/Key%20Documents/TP%20525-3-0.pdf (12MB PDF)
WEEKEND SPORTS WRAP-UP

Nemechek upbeat despite Bristol result
The 29th-place result was disappointing. But the team effort and the way the U.S. Army car drove before being wounded gave Joe Nemechek an upbeat feeling following Sunday's Food City 500 at Bristol Motor Speedway. Story
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· New Battalion for Bliss (AT) 
· More Than 'Troops' (LC) 
· 'Strategic Redeployment' Best for All (PI) 
· Army Reserve Soldiers Help Combat Loss of Life (USAREUR)
WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Rice Speaks of Possible Troop Drawdown (USAToday) 
· 'Heavy-Handed' US To Adopt British Softly-Softly Line (EB | DT) 
· 'I Have 600 Suicide Bombers Waiting For Your Soldiers' (Telegraph) 
· Operation Scorpion Concludes (DOD) 
· 'Year Of The Police' A Rocky One So Far In Iraq (EB) 
· Blair: 'We Can Draw Down' in Iraq (CNN)
OF INTEREST

· Lifesaving Knowledge, Innovation Emerge in War Clinic (USAToday) 
· Today's Wars are Less About Ideas Than Extreme Tribalism (CSM) 
· In An Election Year, A Shift In Public Opinion On The War (EB | NYT) 
· The Shadow of Iraq (NPR) 
· The Good News From Iraq (Slate) 
· Why the Future is Fallujah (SPI)
WORLD VIEW

· US Says Iraqis to be in Charge of Borders by July (Arabic News) 
· Four Hurt in US Warship Collision (Gulf Daily News) 
· Alleged U.S. Leak Irks Defense Agency (Japan Times) 
· Projected U.S.-S. Korea War Exercises Flailed (Korean News) 
· Iraq Recruitment Centre Blast Kills 40 (Aljazeera.net) 
· Iraqi Police Find 30 Bodies, Most Beheaded; 16 Die in Mosque Clash (Canada.com)
WHAT'S BEING SAID IN BLOGS

· Iraqi Brigade Takes Control of Battlespace (The Cool Blue Blog) 
· So, No More Red Army, Now Comes.... US Army!!! (Balkan-Scissors) 
· Iraq (with a U.S. Assist) vs. the Mahdi Army, Take Two (The Fourth Rail ) 
· SCOTUS on War Crimes Commisions (Chaos-In-Motion) 
· Help! IANAL (Scalia And Hamdan Edition) (Obsidian Wings) 
· The Country is Almost Back to Normal (Huffington Post)
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LandWarNet and the Global Information Grid

What is it? The “Global Information Grid” (GIG) is a globally interconnected, end-to-end set of information capabilities, associated processes, and personnel for collecting, processing, storing, disseminating, and managing information on demand to warfighters, policy makers, and support personnel. The GIG includes all owned and leased communications and computing systems and services, software (including applications), data, security services, and other associated services necessary to achieve Information Superiority. It also includes National Security Systems as defined in section 5142 of the Clinger-Cohen Act of 1996. The GIG supports all Department of Defense (DOD), National Security, and related Intelligence Community missions and functions (strategic, operational, tactical, and business) in war and in peace. 

LandWarNet is the Army’s portion of the GIG. A combination of infrastructure and services, it moves information through a seamless network and enables the management of warfighting and business information. LandWarNet will enable voice, video, and data to the edge of the tactical formations — ultimately pushing these capabilities lower and lower into our Modular Army’s Brigades, Battalions, and Soldiers. A robust LandWarNet will enable improved operational cycle times. This will create unprecedented levels of flexibility and agility for logistical support, actionable intelligence, and situational awareness, and for quality and speed of decision-making for enhanced Battle Command across the full spectrum of conflict (land and cyberspace) and support to natural disasters. 

What has the Army done? Specific capability milestones achieved include: dispersed communications at the quick halt for deploying units; interoperability certification of Army Battle Command Systems; verification that Warfighter Information Network-Tactical technology can provide high-capacity, wireless voice and data network access to commanders at all levels of the force despite a very dynamic operating environment. The dispersed communications capability was also used for Hurricane Katrina relief support. Army also established the following which will be leveraged to continue efficiency and effectiveness improvement efforts: mission area and domain governance structure for LandWarNet; Lean Six Sigma and Information Systems Management Portfolio Management as key Business Transformation processes; and a strategic 500 Day Plan.

What efforts does the Army plan to continue in the future? To achieve LandWarNet capabilities, the Army’s Chief Information Officer (CIO/G-6) will plan, develop, implement, operate, and sustain a global information infrastructure to provide seamless and secure interoperability, network services, and end-to-end connectivity, as well as oversee the development, equipping, and training of signal forces. This architecture will be in synchronization with the Joint Staff J6 Campaign Plan and will be the Army portion of one virtual network that provides transport and services (e.g., core enterprise services) across the Joint force. For strategic oversight, the Development of LandWarNet has been divided into two distinct, yet interrelated, strategic objectives: Develop the LandWarNet Institutional Infrastructure and Develop LandWarNet Operational Capabilities.

Why is this important to the Army? The Army remains committed to providing reliable communications for a global force and LandWarNet is a key enabler for information superiority, decision superiority, and ultimately full spectrum dominance. The LandWarNet will dramatically improve the warfighting capabilities of Army forces across the full spectrum of conflict on the land and in cyberspace.

For more information please visit http://www.army.mil/aps/06/maindocument/infopapers/32.html
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· 82nd Gets New CG (Army Times) 

· Challenge for U.S.: Iraq's Handling of Detainees (Early Bird | NYT) 

· Hostages Rescued; Operation Northern Lights Begins (MNF-I) 

· Operation Swarmer Ends With All Objectives Met (DoD) 

· Did Russian Ambassador Give Saddam the U.S. War Plan? (ABC)

WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· General: War on Terror Will Last for Years (ABC) 

· Search for Suspected Terrorists Underway in Five Villages (MNF-I) 

· Nearly 20 Killed in Baghdad Attacks (Military.com) 

· Joint Force Elements Improve Crisis Response, Combat Ops (DoD) 

· Agent: Moussaoui Could've Helped Nab 11 9/11 Hijackers (USA Today)

OF INTEREST

· Iraqi Soldiers Roll in Armor, Thanks to Marines (MNF-I) 

· Rumsfeld Avoids Iraq Predictions (Military.com) 

· N. Korea Vows ‘Strong’ Response to Joint U.S.-S. Korea drill (Army Times) 

· U.S.: Iraq on Own to Rebuild (USA Today) 

· Britain is 'Likely Base for Son of Star Wars' (Early Bird | London Daily Telegraph) 

· Balad Military Hospital Treats Soldiers, Insurgents (NPR)

WORLD VIEW

· Bush Says U.S. Troop Levels Not Bound by Politics (The Star Online) 

· Iraqi Security Forces Get Ready to Go it Alone (The New Zealand Herald) 

· N.Korea Blasts Joint Military Exercises (The North Korea Times) 

· Nearly 25 Iraqis Die in Baghdad Attacks (Canada.com) 

· Three Western Peace Activists Rescued in Iraq (The China Post) 

· Iraq leaders Meet as U.S. Presses for Govt Deal (Scotsman.com)

WHAT'S BEING SAID IN BLOGS

· No Tolerance for Islam (The Huffington Post) 

· Bush? Pre-9/11 Mindset? Naaaahhhh! (The Loaded Mouth) 

· As Iraq War Rages, Army Re-Examines Lessons of Vietnam (Council for a Living World) 

· An Accident or Cold-Blooded Revenge? (Treasure of Baghdad) 

· Myths of Iraq (American Crusader)
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"Force protection is the Army's No. 1 priority...The equipment we have today is better than what we had yesterday, and what we'll have tomorrow will be better than what we're fielding to today's Soldiers."

Maj. Gen. Stephen Speakes
Director, Army Force Development

TODAY'S FOCUS

Interceptor Body Armor

What is it? Interceptor Body Armor (IBA) is a modular, multiple-threat body armor composed of ergonomically designed front and back plates, and an outer tactical vest (OTV), compatible with the Modular Lightweight Load-Carrying Equipment. The OTV weighs 8.4 lbs without plates and protects against fragmentation and 9mm rounds. The small arms protective insert (SAPI) plates can withstand multiple small arms hits. Total system weight is 16.4 lbs, which is nine lbs lighter than the Personal Armor System Ground Troops/Interim Small Arms Protective Over-vest (PASGT/ISAPO) combination. Attachable throat and groin protectors provide increased protection, and webbing attachment loops on the front of the vest allow Soldiers to tailor loads to meet mission needs.

What has the Army Done? Each new generation of body armor is designed to increase protective capability to stop or slow down fragments and reduce the number of wounds over older versions. The latest version of IBA, is a joint service item designed and developed to incorporate the requirements of the Army and Marines. This system was designed to replace the ISAPO and the PASGT vests. Additionally the Army has augmented IBA with Deltoid Auxiliary Protection (DAP) capability which covers the shoulder/upper arm and armpit/underarm areas. DAP provides the same level of protection as the OTV and consists of two upper and lower arm protectors.

What efforts does the Army plan to continue in the future? The U.S. Army will begin fielding a SAPI Side Plate in 2006. The SAPI Side Plate will be secured to each side of the OTV and provide the Soldier with small arms ballistic protection. This will add approximately two pounds to the total weight of the system.

Why is this important to the Army? IBA is the cornerstone of the U.S Army's force protection strategy. IBA is state of the art and provides our Soldiers with unprecedented protection against serious and lethal bullet and fragmentation wounds.

Click for additional information (pdf).
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Army Dog Handler Gets Six Months In Prison (ET) 

· Wounded Reservist Tapped to Run for House Seat (AT) 

· Army Seeks Comment on Training Range Site (NM) 

· Vandals Damage Military Offices (NO) 

· Army Corp Employee Accused of Accepting Bribes (WSAV)

WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Troops Providing Security for Pilgrims (ARNEWS) 

· Troops Free Three Western Hostages in Iraq (MSNBC) 

· Attacks in Central Iraq Kill More Than 25 (CBS) 

· Coalition Forces Kill Four al-Qaida Terrorists, Detain One (MNF-Iraq) 

· U.S., Iraqi Forces Net Suspects, Seize Weapons, Foil Kidnapping (DOD) 

· U.S.-Iran Talks on Iraq May Prove Dialogue of Deaf (ABC) 

· Hijack Tip-off Key to Thwarting 9/11 (WT)

OF INTEREST

· 3 Western Aid Workers in Iraq Rescued in Military Operation (New York Times) 

· From Vietnam to Iraq, Army Hero Meets Duty to Country (Scripps Howard) 

· The U.S. Needs to Build a Smarter Military, Not a Bigger Arsenal (Christian Science Monitor) 

· Bush Presses Afghanistan on Jailed Christian (CNN) 

· Americans View Muslims Favorably (The Washington Times)

WORLD VIEW

· U.S. Rules Nuclear Issue Out of Iran-Iraq Talks (The China Post) 

· Iraqi Shiite Pilgrims Ambushed (The Jordan Times) 

· Pro-Israel Lobby in U.S. Under Attack (The Palestine Chronicle) 

· Burns Urges U.S. Congress to Ratify India Nuke Deal (Hindustan Times) 

· Iraq's Parliament Convenes (Swiss Info) 

· Commentary: Iraq's Strategic Dilemma (World Peace Herald)

WHAT'S BEING SAID IN BLOGS

· War of the Words (The Huffington Post) 

· Gangstas Infiltrate U.S. Army (Monsoons Blogspot) 

· NYT: When Everyone Below Him is Derelict in their Duty, the Bully Boy is as Well (The Common Ills) 

· Iraq is Now an American Colony (Truth About Iraqis) 

· New Orleans Levee (Sage Grass)
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Integrated Global Presence and Basing Strategy

What is it? The United States' global defense posture is represented in the size, location, types, and roles of forward military forces and capabilities. The ability to project power and undertake military actions beyond our border depends on it. Together with our overall military force structure, our global defense posture enables the United States government to assure allies, dissuade potential challengers, deter our enemies and, if necessary, defeat aggression.

What has the Army Done? The Army will realign 48,500 Soldiers between 2004-2011 and restructure overseas facilities to support the expeditionary nature of the transformed Army. We will retain a transformed, forward-stationed force in Europe and Korea.

What efforts does the Army plan to continue in the future? The new global defense posture will be adapted to the new security environment by: 1) expanding allied roles, building new partnerships, and encouraging transformation; 2) creating greater operational flexibility to contend with uncertainty; 3) avoiding concentration of military forces in a few locations for particular scenarios; 4) focusing both within and across various regions of the world; 5) developing rapidly deployable capabilities; and 6) working from a different paradigm than in the past whereby effective military capabilities, not numbers of personnel and platforms, create decisive military effects and will enable the United States to execute its security commitments globally.

Why is this important to the Army? The Global War on Terrorism, in combination with other geopolitical circumstances, has led to important changes in the U.S. security and defense strategy. This new security environment requires a more global perspective. Changes in U.S. global defense posture are needed to support our existing commitments, to take account of our changing security relationships, and to make maximum use of the strategic potential of these relationships. The new posture will yield significant gains in military effectiveness and efficiency in future conflicts and crises and will enable the U.S. military to fulfill its many worldwide roles. The new posture will also have a positive effect on our military forces and families. While we will be moving toward a rotational and unaccompanied forward presence, these rotations will be balanced by more stability at home, with fewer overseas moves and less disruption in the lives of family members.

INFORMATION YOU CAN USE

LIVE WEBCAST: March 23 - Resourcing Stability Operations - the 2006 ICAF Symposium, co-sponsored by the Army's Eisenhower National Security Series, Industrial College of the Armed Forces (ICAF), the National Defense University Foundation and the National Defense Industrial Association, Washington, D.C. For more information and link to the web cast: http://www.eisenhowerseries.com. 

NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· N. Korea Says it Can Strike First (Military.com) 

· Bush Says U.S. Troops Will Stay In Iraq Past '08 (Early Bird) 

· Pentagon Probing Claims that U.S. Troops Killed 26 Civilians (USA Today) 

· Abizaid Extends Service (Military.com) 

· Guard's Balancing Act: Should it Change? (Christian Science Monitor) 

· Civil Affairs, Psyops Shift Away From SOCOM (Early Bird )

WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Seven in U.K. go on Trial for Terrorism Charges (MSNBC) 

· Vice President Thanks Scott Airmen for Terror War Support (DoD) 

· Chemical Plants As Security Risks (CBS) 

· Abu Ghraib Dog Handler Found Guilty (ARNEWS) 

· Documents Show no WMD (Military.com)

OF INTEREST

· Mission: Indefinite (Slate) 

· Antiwar Views Grow, but War Protests Don't (CSM) 

· A War 'Shock And Awe' Didn't Win (EB) 

· Why US and Iran Must Talk (KT) 

· General: Iraqis Reluctant on Unified Gov't (GF)

WORLD VIEW

· A Cry For Help (Aljazeera | Story) 

· Father Who Joined US Army to Avenge Dead Son Ready to go Home (TH | Story) 

· FBI Targeting Those Who Oppose Bush’s War (Aljazeera | Story) 

· Editorial: Haditha Killings (AN | Story) 

· US Faces Charges of Two Massacres of Iraqi Civilians (IO | Story) 

· Operation Swarm Of Lies (CC | Story)

WHAT'S BEING SAID IN BLOGS

· Dispatches From Iraq (USA Today) 

· They Knew (or Should Have…) (MSNBC) 

· Rumsfeld: History Isn't Made Up Of Blogs or Headlines (Daily Kos) 

· NYT: "Army Dog Handler Is Convicted in Detainee Abuse at Abu Ghraib" (Common Ills) 

· Government and You E-News (Homefront Six)
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WHAT THEY'RE SAYING

On order, The Army conducts personnel operations in order to reintroduce Army personnel into pre-conflict environments to facilitate reconstitution of families, Soldiers’ and deployed civilians’ individual lives, and the force.

Mission Statement
Deployment Cycle Support

TODAY'S FOCUS

Deployment Cycle Support Program

What is it? Deployment Cycle Support (DCS) is a comprehensive process focused on preparing Soldiers, Department of the Army (DA) Civilians and Army families for the successful return and reunion of deployed members into their pre-deployment environment. The objective of DCS is to help reduce or eliminate the stressors that contribute to domestic violence, post traumatic stress, and other behavioral stressors caused by a deployment. For deployed Soldiers and DA civilians, the current DCS process begins in theater (Phase I) and continues at demobilization sites and home stations (Phases II and III). For family members, training is conducted at home stations. Family members will receive information on family reunion and health care, individual assessments by the unit leadership and the opportunity to participate in follow-up assistance, as appropriate. 

What has the Army Done? The Army has completed several initiatives to assist Soldiers and their families. They include: 

• The Army developed a DCS Contingency Plan and established a web site, with posted reference/support materials to assist commanders in accomplishing DCS tasks. Additionally, the Army established two new programs, 
• The Army One Source and Post-Deployment Health Reassessment (PDHRA) to support Soldiers and DA civilians redeploying. The Army One Source is a 1-800 service providing information and referrals – 24 hours, 7 days a week; 6 face-to-face counseling sessions; and crisis education materials to all AC, RC, and deployed DA civilians. 
• PDHRA provides continuous medical screening and assistance to AC and RC Soldiers 90-180 days following their return from deployment. 

As of December 7, 2005, 347,800 Soldiers have completed DCS Phase I in theater prior to redeployment.

What efforts does the Army plan to continue in the future? The Army continues to monitor DCS execution. At the direction of the Deputy Chief of Staff, Army for Personnel, a team of subject matter experts was formed to conduct a series of installation visits to gather lessons learned. These lessons learned have been incorporated into the DCS process and will be released in a new directive in early 2006. A major component of the directive is the implementation of an automated DCS tracking and reporting process for Army-wide use in the Deployment and Reconstitution Tracking System. In the future the Army will incorporate the DCS process into all phases of the Deployment Cycle. 

Why is this important to the Army? The DCS process directly affects the Army's recruiting, retention, and readiness efforts. The Army is committed to the well-being of its Soldiers, civilians, and their families. Soldiers and DA Civilians have responded in an exemplary manner to the "call to duty." DCS is a process that enables Soldiers to successfully reintegrate into their pre-deployment environment. 

For additional information click here.
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· US in Iraq to Stay (Military.com) 

· An Iraq Success Story's Sad New Chapter (Early Bird) 

· Pentagon Wants Fewer of Its Troops on Iraq's Firing Line (SE Missourian) 

· More Than 350 Prisoners Released From U.S. Custody In Iraq (Early Bird) 

· Troops Search for Stingers in Afghanistan (Army Times)

WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· New Business Blooms In Iraq: Terror Insurance (Early Bird) 

· U.S., Iraqi Troops Detain 66 Suspects, Seize Weapons (DoD) 

· Anthrax Vaccine Won't Meet Deadline (CBS) 

· 100 Insurgents Storm Iraqi Jail (CBS) 

· Bush Pledges Not to Give Into Insurgents (The Washington Times)

OF INTEREST

· High court refuses to hear convicted spy’s appeal (Army Times) 

· U.S. eyes privatizing cargo security work (The Washington Times) 

· U.S., Japan to hold more realignment talks (Army Times) 

· Shi'ite Pilgrims Mark Holiday in Iraqi City of Karbala (VOA) 

· Transcript of President Bush's Ohio speech (CNN) 

· U.S. Tech Advantage 'Under Threat' (Military.com)

WORLD VIEW

· U.N.-Iraq Talks to Resume in Early July (Xinhua News Agency) 

· Bush Defends Iraq War Record (Aljazeera.net) 

· U.S. Senator Warns of Terror Attacks by Groups Other Than Al Qaeda (Xinhua News Agency) 

· US Keen on Partnership for Women Empowerment: Walsh (Arab News) 

· Pyongyang Dubs US Attacks Over Human Rights as Political Racket (North Korea Times)

WHAT'S BEING SAID IN BLOGS

· Bush: People “Wonder How I can Remain so Optimistic about… Iraq (The Huffington Post) 

· Heeding Santayana (Fraters Libertas) 

· FBI Agent Testifies How Superiors Blocked "A Serious Opportunity To Stop 9/11 Attacks"... (The Huffington Post) 

· Old Dogs and New Books (CDR Salamander) 

· MG Eaton Blasts Rumsfeld (Rofasix)

Edition: Mon, March 20, 2006
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Personnel Services Delivery Redesign (PSDR)

The Adjutant General Directorate (TAGD) of Human Resources Command (HRC), in coordination with the Army G1 and the Soldier Support Institute, is leading the HR community's response to Army transformation through the Personnel Services Delivery Redesign (PSDR).

PSDR migrates the core of HR support to TOE BDE and BN S1 sections; provides additional personnel and equipment resources to the TOE S1; and provides new theater level TOE HR units for casualty reporting, postal operations, and R5 (reception, return to duty, rest and recuperation, replacement, and redeployment) Personnel Accountability Teams (PAT).

• Migrating tasks means expanding many personnel tasks performed at brigade and below, and adding over 20 new tasks. The brigade and battalion S1s will be staffed, equipped, and trained to absorb the increased workload.

• Organic HR professionals in the TOE BCT/BDE and BN S1 sections are the basic building block within this organizational concept. This design calls for a robust S1 team with the knowledge, skills, and ability to interface with the top of the Army.

• Equipment to access HR systems and the authority to accomplish the new and expanded tasks will bring personnel services as close as possible to Soldiers and commanders. Vital network connectivity and bandwidth are provided through access to satellite systems.

• New HR units are designed to be modular, scalable and flexible. These new organizations provide more effective and efficient support to the modular, joint, expeditionary Army. The modular structure of postal, R5 PATs, and casualty support allows for the employment of the tailored, minimal force structure required for a unique theater.

• Implementation of PSDR consists of a phased fielding of equipment, personnel, and training that started in FY05 and is scheduled for completion no later than the end of FY08. The Soldier Support Institute will train transforming units and synchronize their efforts with the arrival of the additional personnel assets and equipment.

The Army G3 will publish an implementation order with the timeline for PSDR. The PSDR implementation plan will factor in Inter-Global Positioning and Basing Strategy (IGPBS), Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) decisions, unit manning, modularity, and the deployment schedule of the total Army.

For more information on PSDR or for questions, contact a POC from The Adjutant General Directorate (TAGD) at PSDR@hoffman.army.mil or go to https://www.hrc.army.mil/site/active/TAGD/CDID/PSDR/default.htm, and for discussion please visit the S1 net at https://s1net.army.mil/s1net
WEEKEND SPORTS WRAP-UP

A great start for our Army pro stock motorcycle riders this weekend in Gainesville, FL! This was their first race of the year and ended with both drivers facing each other in the finals. Angelle ended up coming out on top, beating Antron after he had a red light foul. Tony Shumacher lost in the first round to Doug Herbert. The NASCAR race in Atlanta was postponed until today at 11:00am ET due to weather. Army Bull Rider, Mike Lee, was in Tacoma this weekend and ultimately finished 22nd in the Average. He is currently still 2nd in the BFTS world standings.

NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Army Exonerates General (MH) 

· AIP Incentive Rescinded (AT) 

· Army to Close Luxembourg Facility (Military.com) 

· Morale Steady for U.S. Army's Volunteer Corps (ST)

WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Operation Swarmer Continues; OIF Nears Third Anniversary (MNF-Iraq) 

· U.S., Iraqi Troops Seize Weapons as Sweep Continues (USA Today) 

· General: U.S. Troops in Iraq a Few More Years (MSNBC) 

· Report Cites Abuse of Detainees (Military.com) 

· Deaths Fall for U.S., Rise for Iraqis (USA Today) 

· Three Years into OIF, Top General in Iraq 'Optimistic' About Success (DOD)

OF INTEREST

· The Army is Rethinking How to Fight the Next War—and Win the Current One (USN) 

· The Way Forward for Iraq Hinges on the US's Way Out (CSM) 

· Iraqi Report: U.S. Killed Villagers (PI) 

· Some Troops Headed Back to Iraq are Mentally Ill (SDT) 

· What We've Gained In 3 Years In Iraq (EB)

WORLD VIEW

· Iraqis Bitter, But Few Wish for Saddam's Return (NPR) 

· Retreat, Retreat, Retreat (IP) 

· US Leaders Deny Iraq Near Civil War (Aljazeera) 

· US Mlitary Eyes Coal as Fuel Source (Aljazeera) 

· Ethnic Cleansing Ongoing in Iraq: Allawi (IO)

WHAT'S BEING SAID IN BLOGS

· Operation Overblown (BTI) 

· Guiding the Objective Force Through a Desert Storm (TDD) 

· No Permanent Bases In Iraq. Period. (DL)
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Combined Force Interoperability through Security Cooperation

What is it? Security cooperation programs improve U.S. landpower capabilities and strategic responsiveness by enhancing the ability of both the U.S. and our allies/coalition partners to operate effectively across a range of military missions. A key tool for this initiative is international cooperative research development and acquisition (RDA), which seeks to improve U.S. and allied capabilities by enhancing interoperability and leveraging foreign technologies for U.S. Army systems. A second tool, security assistance, in the form of Foreign Military Sales (FMS) and review of commercial munitions licenses, enhances interoperability by making U.S. Army equipment and technologies available to our Allies and coalition partners for use in the Global War on Terrorism.

What has the Army Done? During 2005, the Army initiated or expanded its international cooperative RDA efforts, largely focused on improving command, control and communications (C3) interoperability. These effortsincluded the Multilateral Interoperability Program, the Coalition Combat Identification demonstration, and bilateral tactical communications interoperability efforts with Sweden and the United Kingdom (UK). To enhance C3 interoperability on the Future Combat System (FCS) program, the Army established a Land Battlespace Memorandum of Understanding with the UK. As part of its security assistance activities, the Army managed a multibillion dollar FMS program and processed approximately 5000 commercial export licenses for Army managed systems and technology. To support the latter mission, the Army has fielded a web-based training program that enhances Army acquisition personnel understanding of and compliance with arms export control regulations. The Army supplemented these activities by providing critical war fighting enablers to coalition partners in support of operations in Iraq, Afghanistan, and the Global War on Terrorism (GWOT). Articles included small arms, Javelin Close Combat Missile Systems, night vision devices, and communications systems.

What efforts does the Army plan to continue in the future? Future efforts under this initiative include expanding the scope of current FCS cooperation with the UK and extending FCS-related interoperability activities to other major allies such as Australia and Singapore. The Army will also expand Soldier-system related cooperation with Australia and continue multilateral interoperability cooperation with other major allies, including the UK, France, Germany and Italy. Within the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), the Army is taking the lead on several aspects of the Alliance’s Defense Against Terrorism Initiative. To ensure broader understanding and proper application of arms export control policies, the Army is planning to expand the web-based export control training program to additional Army organizations involved in the export of defense goods, services and technologies.

Why is this important to the Army? This initiativehelps ensure that our Allies and coalition partners can continue to fight side-by-side with the U.S. Army in the GWOT today and in the fully network-enabled environment of the future. It also demonstrates Army support for key Department of Defense Security Cooperation themes by demonstrating resolve to fulfill our Alliance and other defense commitments and fostering defense transformation with advanced defense establishments. Through this initiative, the Army will enhance the warfighting capabilities of our allies and coalition partners while protecting critical U.S. Army systems and technologies against unintended proliferation.

NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· DoD to Determine if Troops in Iraq Received Unsafe Water (ArmyTimes) 

· Operation Swarmer Continues (Associated Press) 

· Kurds Destroy Shrine In Rage At Leadership (New York Times) 

· Union: ‘Sweatshops’ Make your Uniforms (ArmyTimes) 

· Most Say War Has Hurt The USA But Will Help Iraqis (USA Today) 

· Reserve Colonel gets Three Years for Sexual Harassment (Army Times)

WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Airline Screeners Fail Government Bomb Tests (MSNBC) 

· Terror Risks of Nuclear Fuel (The Christian Science Monitor) 

· DHS adds Brainpower to Intelligence Centers (Federal Computer Week) 

· National Security Strategy Stresses Globalized Approaches (AFIS) 

· Department of Justice to Create National Security Division (Department of Justice)

OF INTEREST

· No Poison or Toxins Found in Milosevic's Body (USAToday) 

· Warmer Seas Creating Stronger Hurricanes, Study Confirms (LiveScience) 

· 'Rosa Parks Act' would bring Pardons (CNN) 

· The Cost of Bird Flu Hysteria (Boston Globe) 

· Firefighters Making Progress in Texas Wildfires (NPR)

WORLD VIEW

· Violent French Protests: 300 Held (CNN) 

· China Drops Case against NYT Researcher (USAToday) 

· Iran Rebels Kill 21 in Southeast (MSNBC) 

· Bush Reaffirms First Strike Policy, Points to Iran (North Korea Times) 

· US Launches Iraq Assault (Arab News)

WHAT'S BEING SAID IN BLOGS

· US Army is a Peak Oil Believer (TC) 

· Air Assault vs. Air Strike (MSNBC) 

· Pics of Operation Swarmer (MO) 

· USA and Indonesia: The Friendship of Slaughter Continues (Delaware Watch)

Edition: Thu, March 16, 2006
Printable Version
SENIOR LEADERS ARE SAYING

"The responsibility of the senior logistics people is to look across the country and the world and our prepositioned stocks and all the things we have and then see that the right pieces are in the right place at the right time."

Donald H. Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense

TODAY'S FOCUS

Army Prepositioned Stocks

What is it? The Army Prepositioned Stocks (APS) are combat-ready assets amassed in peacetime to meet the increase in military requirements at the outbreak of war. Strategically located on land and aboard ships around the world, these critical war fighting stocks aid rapid employment. APS remains set at the minimum level of stocks to sustain and equip the approved forces as outlined in the Defense Planning Guidance.

APS is operated and maintained by the Army Field Support Command, a Major Subordinate Command of the Army Materiel Command.

What has the Army done? APS consists of prepositioned unit sets of equipment, operational projects, and sustainment stocks. It also includes War Reserve Stocks for Allies in Korea, Thailand, and Israel. APS equipment is currently located in 12 countries in Southwest Asia, Far East, Europe and Afloat. There are four categories of APS equipment:

• Heavy Brigade Combat Team and Combat Support unit configured sets
• Operational Projects
• Sustainment
• War Reserve Stocks for Allies

Operation Iraqi Freedom was the first test of APS in high-intensity combat. APS assets enabled the Coalition Force Commander in Kuwait to rapidly build combat power by drawing on stocks in Kuwait and Qatar, as well as seaborne materiel delivered by the APS fleet. Three 3rd Infantry Division brigades were thus equipped for their lightning drive to Baghdad.

A majority of Army equipment used in Operation Iraqi Freedom today was provided from APS stocks.

For more information on this topic, please visit http://www.army.mil/aps/06/maindocument/infopapers/J-08.html
INFORMATION YOU CAN USE

March 20 - Terrorism Workshop - How Terror Groups End, featuring Chris Harmon, co-sponsored by the Army's Eisenhower National Security Series, Woodrow 
Wilson International Center for Scholars and the RAND Corporation, Noon-1:30 p.m., Washington, D.C. For more information: http://www.eisenhowerseries.com.

NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Army Still Trips Over Cover-Up (Military.com) 

· Navy Dog Handler Testifies He Didn’t Like What He Saw at Abu Ghraib (AT) 

· Officer Says He Wrongly Approved Use Of Dogs (EB) 

· Pa. Soldiers Now Fight for Medals Won in Iraq (PI) 

· 1st AD Battalion Headed to Iraq (AT) 

· From Fort Lewis to Germany, Here They Come (SPI)

WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Activated NG, Reserve Numbers Dip (Military.com) 

· Up To 13 Killed In U.S. Assault (EB) 

· Iraqi Government to Convene; Security Forces Diminish Terrorist Capabilities (MNF-Iraq) 

· Central Command Chief Says Iraq Not on Verge of Civil War (DOD) 

· Three Years Into Iraq, Defense Leaders Assess Successes, Challenges (DOD)

OF INTEREST

· Has Civil War Begun? (HC) 

· Memo: Halliburton Failed to Purify GIs’ Water (MSNBC) 

· The Abu Ghraib Files (Salon) 

· Caring for Iraq Veterans (WT) 

· Old Times There (BS) 

· Iran: We're Ready For Talks On Iraq (CBS)

WORLD VIEW

· Taliban warns US of spring onslaught (Aljazeera | Story) 

· American Unease Over Iraq Grows (Aljazeera | Story) 

· Washington Seeking Various Ways to Engage North Korea (Aljazeera | Story) 

· Iraqis Killed in US Raid (Aljazeera | Story)

WHAT'S BEING SAID IN BLOGS

· No Army of One (DT) 

· Inoculations (RI) 

· Partitioning Iraq (Quando) 

· O.K., CENTCOM: Answer The Questions! (OYE)
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Army Capabilities to Dominate in Complex Environments

What is it? Complex environments are multifaceted operational areas with physical, social (human) and informational dimensions. Individually and collectively, they pose significant challenges to Joint Force abilities to gain and maintain situational understanding and to dominate any adversary and any situation across the range of military operations. Examples of complex environments include urban areas, mountains, jungles, and littoral areas. These are further compounded by human terrain that includes ethnic, cultural, and religious differences as well as regional and political divisions. The Army must dominate complex battlespace environments through simultaneous, integrated operations in all three of these dimensions.

What has the Army done? The Army has assembled a team to analyze complex environments and provide a recommendation for further action. The RAND Corporation Arroyo Center is providing the Army with study, analysis, and recommendations. Two recommendations include how the Army can address capability gaps in the future, specifically in doctrine, training, leader development and materiel. Concurrently, the U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command is examining the issue to provide recommendations. In support of these research projects, the Army has incorporated the challenges inherent to complex environments into its previous and future experiments and wargames.

What efforts does the Army plan to continue in the future? The Army is working to simultaneously address the three dimensions of complex environments, and provide Soldier-friendly capabilities that can be used in combat now, while continuing to prepare modular forces and future combat systems. The Army will continue to seek solutions that will enable it to dominate in all complex environments, anticipating evolving threat tactics, adaptations, and variations. This may require modifying Army equipping, manning, and acquisition processes.

Why is this important to the Army? Operations in Iraq make the current emphasis on urban operations understandable. Commanders can no longer bypass built-up areas to avoid bogging down in a difficult fight in complex physical terrain further complicated by the presence of civilians. Our enemies purposefully choose to fight among the civilian population (human terrain) in which it can blend in a manner similar to using camouflage to hide in wooded terrain. Their goal is to negate our ability to differentiate between friend and foe, and to create turbulence and turmoil among the population that negatively affects their perception of the U.S. Military and the United States in general. In the future, other adversaries may choose to confront the United States in other complex environments where they can reduce or eliminate our technical and/or tactical (or communications, intelligence, and firepower) advantages. When this happens, we must be prepared to operate in these environments since we may not have the time to develop solutions quickly while engaged in conflict.

INFORMATION YOU CAN USE

March 20 - Terrorism Workshop - How Terror Groups End, featuring Chris Harmon, co-sponsored by the Army's Eisenhower National Security Series, Woodrow 
Wilson International Center for Scholars and the RAND Corporation, Noon-1:30 p.m., Washington, D.C. For more information: http://www.eisenhowerseries.com.

NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Army Stands Up Asymmetric Warfare Group (ARNEWS) 

· Cavalry Returns to Bliss (AT) 

· Soldiers Made Game of Scaring Prisoners (Military.com) 

· Guantanamo Commander Prepares to Leave Post (NPR) 

· US Army Overhauls Education: Eating Soup With a Knife (LNL) 

· CACI Awarded Prime Contract on $19.25 Billion, Multiple-Award Services Program With U.S. Army (FZ)

WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· More U.S. Troops Moving Into Iraq (CBS) 

· Police Gang Stopped by Iraqi Investigators (USAToday) 

· ISF Respond to Sadr City Attacks; U.S. Forces Focus on Improvised Explosive Devices (MNF-Iraq) 

· More Troops, Families Tapping Into DoD Counseling Services (DOD) 

· SOCOM Transforming to Lead Global War on Terrorism (DOD)

OF INTEREST

· DoD May Have to Shift Funds to Pay for BRAC (NT) 

· Handover's Impact On The War Uncertain (EB) 

· Electricity Crisis at its Worst Point in Iraq (MSNBC) 

· Can Bush Rally US Public? (CSM) 

· US Army Modernization Could Cost $200 bln - GAO (Reuters)

WORLD VIEW

· US 'May Want to Keep Iraq Bases' (ALjazeera | Story) 

· No Recognition for Illegal Occupation’ (AN | Story) 

· US Democracy Drive Counterproductive: Iranian Activists (IO | Story) 

· Iraqi Government Could Still be “Months Away” (KT | Story)

WHAT'S BEING SAID IN BLOGS

· A Well-Oiled Army (BS) 

· Electricity Hits Three-Year Low in Iraq (TY) 

· Tragedy Narrowly Averted (CAR) 

· Why We're There (RP)
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Adapting the Major Army Command (MACOM) Structure

What is it? This Army Campaign Plan adapts Major Army Commands (MACOMs) and specified headquarters to reflect the most effective, efficient command and control structure for supporting the Modular force. This decision defines three headquarters; Army Command, Army Service Component Command(ASCC), and Direct Reporting Unit(DRU). The term MACOM no longer properly defines current and future Army Commands or their relationship to Army Service Component Commands and Direct Reporting Units. The definitions align responsibilities of these headquarters to the Department of the Army and Secretary of the Army and assign theater support relationships and responsibilities.

What has the Army done? This decision establishes

• Three Army Commands:
- Forces Command (FORSCOM),
- Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC), and
- Army Materiel Command (AMC);

• Nine Army Service Component Commands:
- USARCENT (Third Army),
- USARNORTH (Fifth Army),
- USARSOUTH (Sixth Army),
- USAREUR (Seventh Army),
- USARPAC (United States Army Pacific),
- Eighth United States Army (EUSA),
- United States Army Special Operations Command (USASOC),
- Surface Deployment and Distribution Command (SDDC),
- Space and Missile Defense Command (SMDC); and

• 11 Direct Reporting Units:
- Network Command (NETCOM),
- Medical Command (MEDCOM),
- Intelligence and Security Command (INSCOM),
- Criminal Investigation Division Command (CIDC),
- United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE),
- Military District of Washington (MDW),
- Army Test and Evaluation Command (ATEC),
- United States Military Academy (USMA),
- United States Army Reserve Command (USARC),
- Acquisition Support Center, and
- Installation Management Agency (IMA).

What efforts does the Army plan to continue in the future? The Army will synchronize the efforts for establishing, manning and equipping Army Commands, ASCCs and DRUs through the force management process. The Army will continue to refine headquarters' missions, functions and responsibilities through the revision or establishment of General Orders and Army Regulations. Doctrine will be published to properly articulate command and support theater relationships as well as Title 10 responsibilities.

Why is this important to the Army? This decision accomplishes three objectives; it recognizes the global role and multi-disciplined functions of the three Army Commands, establishes the Theater Army as an Army Service Component Command reporting directly to the Department while serving as the Army's single point of contact for a unified combatant or functional component command, and acknowledges Direct Reporting Units as the functional proponent at the Department of the Army level. This also enables the Army to set the foundation for gaining better effectiveness and efficiencies by transforming its business processes while operationally focusing the Theater Army to combatant commands.

NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Active, Guard Hit Feb. Recruiting Target; Reserve Falls Short (AT) 

· Soldier Killed in Hawaii Live-Fire Exercise (AT) 

· ITT Gets $406 Million Order From U.S. Army (FW) 

· Former Chaplain: Military Discourages Muslims (AT)

WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· Scores of Insurgents Captured, Weapons Caches Found (ARNEWS) 

· General Now Has Doubts on Iraq (BS) 

· NATO Taking Over Afghan Mission (Military.com) 

· Bush Says Iran Bombs Used in Iraq (WT) 

· At Trial, Former VP In Iraq Alleges Abuse By U.S. Troops (EB) 

· Spartans Take Reins in Eastern Afghanistan (DOD)

OF INTEREST

· New Book Says U.S. Underestimated Insurgency (MSNBC) 

· Poll: Americans Pessimistic On Iraq (CBS News) 

· US Army in Jeopardy in Iraq (Yahoo) 

· Tillman Death: Army Trips Over Cover-up (OT)

WORLD VIEW

· US Army Rejects Accident Blame (BT | Story) 

· Friendly Fire: Another Crack UK Soldier Quits the Illegal War (MNN | Story) 

· Iran and US: ‘Everything Is on the Table’ (AN | Story) 

· The Devastation of Iraq by War and Sanctions (MNN | Story) 

· Can a Value System Supposedly Primitive Pose a Threat to West? (AB | Story)

WHAT'S BEING SAID IN BLOGS

· Fear Up All Over Again (DCP) 

· US Fatalities Down Since Media Declared Civil War (GWP) 

· Attacking Iran (TBV) 

· Everybody Knows (PW)
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U.S. Army Program Executive Office for Enterprise Information Systems

U.S. Army Program Executive Office for Enterprise Information Systems, headquartered at Fort Belvoir, VA, is responsible for a variety of Information Technology hardware and software needs which support the Army and DOD, primarily in Combat Service Support arenas.  Today, we highlight Project and Product Managers in PEO EIS Business Systems.
 
• Army's Human Resources System is a collection of personnel accountability and maintenance software.  E-MILPO processes and updates personnel records in near real time.  MyERB gives Soldiers a one-page career summary and DTAS lets those in theater muster via the internet. Click http://www.eis.army.mil/ahrs/ahrs.asp to learn more about AHRS.

• The Force Management System will permit commanders to select the right Warfighters or combat units needed to support any contingency, anytime through modularity.  Click https://my.eis.army.mil/pws/index3.htm to learn about FMS.

• Our National Guard and Army Reserve IT systems are the responsibility of Reserve Component Automation System.  They've made deployment and mobilization easier with CD's replacing three ring binders.  Click https://aits-info-web.ngb.army.mil/ to learn more about RCAS.

• Distributed Learning System provides a suite of training platforms for live, virtual and web-based instruction via some 300 digital training facilities worldwide.  Army E-Learning is currently accepting Soldiers and Department of Army Civilians for an opportunity to learn up to 29 foreign languages via the web and Rosetta Stone.  Click http://www.dls.army.mil/ to learn more about DLS.

• Medical Communications for Combat Casualty Care assists in providing a lifelong electronic medical record.  MC4 provides inventory control, note taking and complete medical situational awareness for commanders.  Click https://www.mc4.army.mil/ to learn more about MC4.

• Understanding where projects are in development and reporting their status is the responsibility of Acquisition, Logistics and Technology Enterprise Systems and Services.  Click http://www.altess.army.mil/ to learn more about ALTESS.

• Installation Management Systems - Army provides garrison commanders inventory and range facility management systems.  Click http://www.eis.army.mil/hsms/hsmsism.htm to learn about IMS-A.                                                                                

• In the future, working with the recruiting community, Virtual Interactive Processing Stations from the Military Entrance Processing Command will better manage military accessions in near real time.            

• Shortly, our Standard Procurement System will be transferred to a new organization being stood up in DOD - the Business Transformation Agency.  SPS is working to automate and standardize the procurement process in all the services.  Click http://www.spscoe.sps.eis.army.mil/ to learn more about SPS.

INFORMATION YOU CAN USE

ANNOUNCING INDUSTRY DAY 2006

The AFCEA-Belvoir/PEO EIS Industry Day will be held March 15-17 in Bethesda, MD  The theme this year is: Transforming the Business Enterprise.  For more information or to register for Industry Day 2006 visit: www.fbcinc.com/peoeis or email: pao@eis.army.mil
NEWS ABOUT THE ARMY

· Army Must Change to Remain Relevant, General Says (DOD) 

· Dog Handler Faces Abu Ghraib Charges (Military.com) 

· U.S. Army Works On Active Armor (EB) 

· Leaders Outline Force Structure Changes (DOD)

WAR ON TERROR NEWS

· U.S. Troops Find Weapons Caches; Iraqi EOD Team Makes Road Safer (DOD) 

· Abizaid Stresses Need for Supplemental Funds (DOD) 

· After Invasion, Point Man For Iraq Was Shunted Aside (EB) 

· Coalition Transfers Base to Iraqi Army, Key Terrorist Leader Captured (MNF-Iraq) 

· Iraq Plans to Open New Parliament Earlier Than Scheduled (VOA)

OF INTEREST

· Time For a National Service? (Military.com) 

· US Army: Peak Oil and the Army's future (EB) 

· Guard’s Role in Disaster Relief Questioned (AT) 

· Lawmakers Want 4-star in Charge of Guard (AT) 

· Test of US ability to win terror cases in court (CSM) 

· Military Seeks to Develop 'Insect Cyborgs' (WT)

WORLD VIEW

· US 'Pushing for Iran Regime Change' (Aljazeera | Story) 

· US Base Angers Japanese (Aljazeera | Story) 

· Danish Cartoons and Muslim Reaction: Two Wrongs and No Right (AN | Story) 

· US 'May Increase Palestinian Aid' (BBC | Story)

WHAT'S BEING SAID IN BLOGS

· Dammit! You Failed Toilet Training Again! (NB) 

· Don't Blame Media for Iraq Failures (TRWBB) 

· "Just a Few Bad Apples," Iraqi Style (NN) 

· US Army in jeopardy in Iraq (MP)

